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ADVERTISEMENT. 


TO THE 


SEVENTH EDTTION. 


March 30, 1798. 


THE Poem on the Pursuits of Literature 
being out of print, I bave revised it with great care. 
I bave indeed incurred some censure from the very 
attention which I bave repeatedly given to it. Yet 
J am still of opinion, that no man of candour and 
reflection could wwisb to see any mistakes continued 
without correction, or the various parts of it again 
presented to the public, without improvements and 


additions to the poetry and notes, as circumstances 
arose to prompt or to require them. This is all 
which I bave done from time to time. Though 
words are irrevocable, yet the last corrections of any 
author sbould be considered as the sense which be 
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wisbes to express or to enforce. Impertinence and 
falsbood I bave at all times despised and neglected. 
It will be seen bowever, that, by omissions and alter- 
ations, 1 bave expressed a liberal concern for my 
unintentional mzsfakes, with the Shirit and breeding 
of a gentleman. 

Additions made to a bistory, or to any professed 
work of science, may (if it be thought worth the 
trouble) be printed separately. But in a composition 
of this nature, a moment's consideration will $ug-- 
gest to any man, that it is impracticable. 

The following, or similar, words are recorded 
to bave been once delivered in Parliament a few 
years before the Rebellion in 1745, I $ball apply 
the Shirit of them to the enemies of the principles 
of this work, but not to the enemies of the work 
itself. The words are these. ©* The beat which 
bas offended them is the ardour of conviction, and 
that zeal for the service of my country, which neither 
babe nor fear sball influence me to suppress. 1 
well not sit unconcerned when (public) liberty is 
threatened or invaded, nor . look in silence upon 
(intended) Public Robbery. I will exert my en- 


vii J 
deavours, at whatever bazard, to drag the agressors 
to justice, whoever may protect them, and who- 
ever may (ultimately) partake of the (national) 
plunder !” 
It is remarkable: the Speaker was William Pitt; 
the Reporter, Samuel Johnson.“ No more. 


See Dr. Jobnson's Parliamentary Debates in 1741. Vol. I. p. 307. 
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TO THE READER, 


I RECOMMEND the following anecdote 
to sagacious persons who know all authors (and 
me among the rest) by their style, or by any other 
certain or infallible sign. The anecdote is known 
to those who are accurately versed in literary 
history. Julius Scaliger wrote and published an 
oration, without his name, against the famous 
tract by Erasmus, called Ciceronianus. Erasmus, 
having perused it, immediately, (and upon con- 
viction as he thought) fixed upon Hieronimus 


Aleander, who was afterwards made an Arch- 


bishop by Leo X. and a Cardinal by Pope Paul 
the Third, as the author of the whole, or bf the 
greatest part of it, by signs which he conceived to 


E307 


be certain and infallible. These signs were strong 
indeed. His phraseology, his manner of speak- 
ing, his peculiar diction, his habits of life, and 
even the very intercourse which Erasmus had 
daily with him. Nay, his genius and disposition 
were $0 evident, that Aleander could not be more 
intimately known to himself, than lie was to Eras- 


mus. VET ERASMUS WAS MISTAKEN ENTIRELY. 


His judgment and sagacity will not be questioned. 


But hear his own words, for on such an occasion 
as the present they are particularly remarkable. 
Ex pbrasi, ex ore, ex locutione, aliisque complu- 
ribus, mibi persuasi noc opus maxima saltem ex 
parte, esse Hieronimi Aleandri. Nam mibi Genius 
illius ex domestico convictu adeo cognitus persþpec- 
tusque est, ut ipse sibi non hossit esse notior I 

I recommend this anecdote to the considera- 
tion of those persons, who from random conjec- 
ture, without any knowledge, or any proof wwhat- 
socver, continue to ascribe the following work, to 
men, who are all equally guiltless of my. labours, 


and all equally ignorant of my intentions. But 


* Erasmi Epist. 370. c. 1755. Op. Fol, Ed. Opt. Lud. 


I beheve, no gentleman to whom it either has 


been, or may hereafter be, liberally or illiberally 


attributed, will so far forget his character, as to 
. 


appropriate my composition to himself.“ The 
Town's inquiring yet;” and will inquire, as I 
think, for a long time. 

I am of opinion, that if the Poem is read once 
without reference to the notes, the plan, connec- 
tion, and manner of it will be perceived. I may 
add, that, The First Dialogue was first published 
in May 1794, the Second and Third in June 1796, 
and the Fourth in July 1797. 
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AN INTRODUCTORY LETTER* 


TO A 


FRIEND, 


ON THE GENERAL SUBJECT OF THE FOLLOWING POEM 


ON THE PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 
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Nel cerchio accolto, 
Mormoro potentissime parole 
Giro tre volte al/” Oriente il volto, 
Tre volte ai regni ove dechina il Sole ; 
% Onde tanto indugiar? forse attendete 
%% Voct ancor piu potenti, o pin secre?“ 
Tasso, G. L. Cant. 13. 


— — — 
DEAR SIR, 


AS the public have thought proper to pay some attention to the 
following Poem on the Pursuits of Literature, the parts of which J have 
presented to their consideration, and for their use, at various intervals; I 
have now collected the whole into one volume, after such a revision and 
correction as appeared to be necessary. It gives me pleasure to address 
this Introduction to you. As a mark of my friendship, I trust it is deci- 
swe. I always thought with Junius, that a printed paper receives very 
little consideration from the most respectable signature. But I would 


em 
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This Letter was first prefixed to the Fifth Editlon of the P. of L. 
collected for the first time into one volume in December 1797 ; and pub» 
lished in January 1798. 


* , 


Rd 


— 


— —__— 


— 


—— 


Om . — 


— 


| meu 
not be understood to insinuate, with that great and conzummate writer, 


W ||! that my name would carry any weight with it. I must own however, 
Lb that I smile at the various authors to whom my work is ascribed. Doc- 
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_ $i tors, Dramatic Writers, Royal Treasurers, Divines, Orators, Lawyers, 
| It Greek Professors, School-masters, Bath guides, and Physicians, have all 
4 been named with confidence, Sometimes the whole is written by one 
| man, at others, ten or perhaps twenty are concerned in it. Criticisms and 
9 dissenting conjectures on the subject are alike the object of my ineffable 
contempt. More sagacity must be exerted than the Ardelios of the day 
are masters of, who are so kind as to think of me, who most certainly 
never think of them. It is however my resolution, that not one of these 
. idle conjectures shall ever be extended to you. * Quid de me alii loquan- 
if tur, IPSI VIDEANT; sed loquentur tamen.“ It is a voice; nothing more. 
U Prudence indeed suggests a caution which I unwillingly adopt, and restrains 
i the eagerness I feel for the display of your virtues and of your talents. But 


| those virtues must at present be left to the testimony of your own con- 
Wt Science; and your talents within those limits of exertion, in which an un- 
discerning spirit has too long suffered them to be conhned. The bird of 
day however always looks to the sun. 

0 In regard to writing in general, the public expect neither thanks nor 
9 gratitude from an author for their favourable reception of his work. If it 


is unworthy of their notice, it 1s left to perish with the poetry of Knight 
. or the prose of Lauderdale. cannot indeed affect to believe, that 
| nature has wholly disqualified me for all literary pursuits,” * Yet I would 
not trouble the public, or myself, with this new edition of my Poem, if I 
did not think it agreeable to their wishes. Iam satisfied with the attention 


my. own breast, I think a still small voice may whisper those gratulations, 


9 N ſu 2 . . * » 
| which has been given to it. And when I have commanded a silence within 
lt 
; 2 
| from which an honest man may best acrive comfort from the past, and 


motives for future action, 
The wayward nature of the time, and the paramount necessity of secur- 
ing to this kingdom her political and religious existence, and the rights of 
society, have urged and stimulated me, as you well know, to offer this en- 


deavour to preserve them, by a solemn, laborious, and disinterested appeal 


— 


* The words of Mr. Gibbon. Posthumous Works, 4. to vol, I. 
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to my countrymen. It it designed to conduct them through the labyrinths 
of literature; to convince them of the manner in which the understanding 
and affections are either bewildered, darkened, enervated, or degraded; 
and to point out the fatal paths which would lead us all either to final de- 
struetion, or to complicated misery. 

I am not yet so old as to say, with the desponding bard, “ Vite est avidus, 
guisguis non vult, MUNDO SECUM PEREUNTE, mori.” Yet I see, with sorrow 
and fear, the political constitutions of Europe falling around us, or crum- 
bling into dust, under the tyrannical Republic of France. She commenced 
with an imperious injunction to the surrounding nations not to interpose 
in her domestic government, while at the very same moment, she herself 
was interfering and disturbing them all. She has indeed terminated in 
the change or overthrow of each of them, but of this kingdom. 

Frenchmen were always brutal, when unrestrained. With their own 
domestic misery and wickedness they never were satisfied. In these latter 
days, they have been neigbing after the constitutions of their neighbours 
in their lawless lustihood. They first deflower the purity of the struggling 
or half- consenting victims, and then with their ruffian daggers they stifle 
at once the voice and the remembrance of the pollution. Such are their 
abominations. Such are their orgies of blood and lust. And when their 
cruelty is at last wearied out and exhausted, and demands a pause, they 
call it clemency. France had been long looking for that, which ber pbilo- 
sobbers had taught her to term THE PARALLELISN OF THE SWORD. She 
has indeed found it. That sword has indeed swept down not only every 
royal crest, but every head which raised itself above the plain of their 
equality, Such is their quaint and ferocious language. And now, when 
Englishmen are to be warned against the introduction of the horrid systein, 


no appeal is to be made to the common feelings and passions of our nature, 


(this, it seems, is declamation;) no scenes of terror, and cruelty, and deso- 
lation are to be laid before them, but dry reasoning and mathematical cal- 
culations of the quantum of misery, plunder, and blood, necessary for the 
production and establishment in England of this blessed revolutionary go- 
vernment. But we will not be insulted and fooled out of our existence, 
or of our understanding. Our sentence is for open war,” till we can be 
safe. England is still prepared, and alert, and vigorous, and opulent, and 
generous, and bold, and undisgmayed. She has not cast away her confi. 
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dence. Among the bands and associated energies of England, I also, in 
my degree and very limited capacity, will struggle for the principle of 
her life. I feel, in common with the wise and reflecting, that the consti- 
tution of Great Britain, even with it's real or apparent defects, is worthy 
of continuance, and I hope of perpetuity, Our ancestors in 1688 once 
adopted the words of the aged Patriarch, We have blessed it, yea, and 
it shall be blessed.” In this one response, I trust we shall all be orthodox; 
and with one heart and voice condemn all the heresies of Gallick policy, 
in the words of the Alexandrian Liturgy of old, Toy aiptriwy xararvcey Ta 
Opvarypara.”'® 

Government and Literature are now more than ever intimately con- 
nected. The history of the last thirty years proves it beyond a contro- 
versy. Still it is difficult to rouse the attentioa of men, and to persuade 
them of the fact. But I have attempted it. I thought it just and right 
to set before them excellence opposed to excellence,f as well as error 
contrasted to error. In the present change of manners, opinions, govern- 
ment, and learning, you may remember I gave it as my opinion, in which 
after some consideration you concurred, that a variation is now required 
in the mode of conducting satirical writing. I mean, by calling in the 
reciprocal assistance of poetry and prose in the same work, for the great 
end; if it is designed for general perusal and extended application.” I 
think this work is the first attempt of the kind, in the sense which I pro- 


pose. 
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I know not whether I am mistaken, but as it appears to me, the 
| power of legitimate Satire thus extended and strengthened with the ram- 
part of prose, and fully understood, is the best, if not the only literary 
support left. I am sure it cannot be construed into an hired service. It 
has nothing in it of protessional | labour: and as to interested views of 
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Liturgia Sancti Gregorii Alexandrina. Liturg. Oriental. Collect. 
Vol. 1. p- 107. Edit. Paris. 1716. 
| t Ayabus ayalo; arnritiretuv. Dion. Halicarn. ad Cne. Pompeium 
| de Platone Epist. p. 757. Sect. I. Vol. 6. Ed. Reiske. 1777. 
| I þ Adapted from the Anthologi. p. 393+ Ed. Brodzi. Fol. 
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personal profit or promotion how can they be consistent with it? It is 
as true in our time, as in that of Dryden, (1 will give you his own words,) 
that * the common libellers of the day, are as free from the imputation 
©« of wit as of morality.” Satire has another tone and another character, 
All public men, however distinguished, must in their turns submit to it 
if necessary to the welfare of the state. The altar and the throne, the 
minister and the statesman, may feel and own its influence, I would ex- 
press myself with diffidence of any Satirist: yet of the office itself, and 
of its higher functions, I would speak as becomes it's dignity and the 
excellency of it's ancient character. Magnificabo apostolatum meum. | 

In my opinion, the office of a Satirist is by no means pleasant or desi- 
rable, but in times like the present it is peculiarly necessary. It is indeed 
difficult to exercise the talent without an appearance cf severity in the 
character and disposition, Even playfulness and humour are called by 
other appellations. Learning is ostentation, censure is malignity, and 
reprehension is abusc. There remains a more formidable objection. On 
a first and partial view, it might deter any man from engaging in Satire; 
at least any man who feels himself (and who does not feel himself, if he 
examines his own heart?) unworthy and wretched before the unerring 
judgment. It is said to be incompatible, if not with the profession, yet 
certainly with the practice, of Christianity. I am sure, if that is true, the 
praise of wit, or learning, or talents, is nothing worth, If private malig- 
nity is the motive, it is essentially contrary to the precepts and practice of 
this religion. It cannot be defended for a moment. But if Satire is an 
instrument, and a powerful instrument, to maintain and enforce public 
order, morality, religion, literature, and good manners, in those cases, in 
which the pulpit and the courts of law can seldom interfere, and rarely 
with effect; the community may authorize and approve it. The autho- 
rized instruments of lawful war are lawful. 

Satire never can have effect, without a personal application. It must 
come home to the bosoms, and often to the offences of particular men. 
It never has its full force, if the author of it is known or stands forth; 
for the unworthiness of any man lessens the strength of his objections. 
This is a full answer to those who require the name of a satirical poet. 
What I have written, is delivered ta the public in this spirit. If I had 
any private end or malignity in any part of it, 1 woyld have hurned the 

* . 
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work with indignation before it should have appeared. I make no idle 
appeal to you, or to any man, for the truth of my assertion; it is enough 
for me to feel that I speak truth in the sincerity of my heart. If I am 
believed, I am believed. 

But I may ask with confidence; Is there, in this work on the Pursuits 
of Literature, any sentence or any sentiment, by which the mind may be 
depraved, degraded, or corrupted? Is there a principle of classical criti- 
cism in any part of it, which is not just and defensible by the greatest 
masters of ancient and legitimate composition? Is there any passage 
which pandars to the vitiated taste, or to the polluted affections and 
passions of bad men? On the contrary; Are not the heart and under. 
standing fortified unto virtue, and exalted into independence? Is there 
any idle depreciating declamation, against the real and solid advantages 
of birth, fortune, learning, wit, talents, and high station? Is there any 
doctrine, which a teacher of morality, I mean Christian morality, might 
refuse to sanction? A moralist and a divine have not the same office 
with the satirist; personality is foreign to them. But it is not sufficiently 
attended to or believed, that when the understanding is enervated, when it 
once loses, what one of the Fathers “ calls emphatically, the rue @pornorwws 
Foy at Twruxvwmey, when that solid, tenacious power of the mind is 
dissolved, it is then open to all manner of deception, and to the impressions 
of sophistry in literature, government, philosophy, and religion. On this 
account, many works and many actions must be considered, wholly un- 
worthy of reprehension or notice in ary other point of view. 

Ignorant men will cry out, it ig, a vexatious Suit, when it is a just pro- 
secution at the tribunal of public opinion. They who would consider my 
reprehensions of authors and of the tendency of their writings, as libels, 
or as libellous matter, are as ignorant of common law, as they are forget- 
ful of common sense, or common integrity and candour. With such men, 
every piece of criticism is a species of libel. If they are inclined to 
indict any part of my work as libellous, it will be incumbent on them to 
contradict the great sage of the law, who declares that, © In @ CRIMINAL 
«© PROSECUTION, the tendency which all libels have to create animosities 
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* Basil. Archiepisc. Cæsare. Op. Vol. 2 P · 698. Ed. Par. 1618. 
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« and disturb the public peace, is THE WHOLE which the law considers.”'s 
I am content to be at issue with them on this point. If any part of my 
work is “ blasphemous, immoral, treasonable, schismatical, seditious, or 
« scandalous,” let it be produced publicly, and publicly punished. But I 
maintain that, under these restrictions, I have an undoubted right to lay my 
sentiments before the world, on public subjects, public men, and public 
books, in any manner I think proper. If I am denied this right, there is an 
end of the freedom of the preſs, and of the rational and guarded liberty 
of England. If the matter of my*book is criminal, let it be shewn, I 
appeal to the courts and the sages of the law. But I will not be intimi- 
dated by the war-whoop of jacobins and democratic writers, or the feeble 
zbrieks of witlings and poetasters. While I have power, I will plead in 
behalf of learning, and in the cause of my country. I have not, in this 
work, violated the precepts of Christianity, or the law of the land; and 
till 1 have done both or either, it is not in the power of any man to de- 
grade my character and reputation with my country. If I have drawn - 
any supposed characters, without a name or designation, I have done no 
more than Theophrastus or La Bruyere. I shall not condescend to a dis- 
cussion of such a subject. 

Many passages, and perhaps trifling or sportive allusions, in this work 
to persons and events, are best defended by the general apology of Horace, 
Egosi ris! quod ineptus Pas tillos Rufillus olet, /ividus et mordax videar?”” 
I shall offer no other apology. I would not descend to such minutiz, if 
they were not connected with my general design. Yet Sporus and Lord 
Fanny must be noticed, as well as Bufo and Atticus. Perhaps such pas- 
sages and allusions as these meet with the least indulgence. The works 
of Pope abound in them. To contemporaries they are pleasing and inter- 
esting, and to posterity they are often curious. But though I stoop to 
suah trifles rather unwillingly, yet 1 feel they are often necessary to the 
full effect and completion of Satire. A Gentleman Usher is not the prin- 
cipal figure in the etiquette of a court, but he must stand in his place. 

As to any supposed arrogance or presumption; a writer, especially a 
poet, will be sometimes warmed with the dignity and importance of his 
subject, and may express himself in terms rather strong. The © sume 
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2uperbiam” of a poet is zeldom severely examined. It is an extravaganza 
at most, and understood as such. 
Much has been observed as to the defect of plan in my Poem. Iwill 
say a few words. I wish not to vindicate, but to explain myself. The 
object of the whole, is a View of Literature. The Poem itself is, © A con- 
« vyersation on the various subjects of Literature, in a very extended sense, 
« as it affecrs public order, regulated government, and polished society.“ 
Nothing is introduced which is not directly or indirectly, to that main 
purpose. It does not appear in the form of an Epistle, a mock-epic, or 
2 didactic poem; but as a conversation in which subjects are discussed, 
as they arise naturally and easily; and the notes illustrate and enforce 
the general and particular doctrines. There is as much method and con- 
nection, as is consistent with what I state to be my plan, or desięn, if you 
like that word better. There is unity in the design. Conversation has 
it's laws, but they are pleasant, not severe restraints. Consuls indeed do 
not now meet Consuls in Tusculum; and, if I am rightly informed, the 
57 mposiacs at Wimbledon and Holwood have not too much severity of 
method, or equality in the glasses. I am willing to give my adversaries 
the full benefit of the sarcastic pleasantry of Lord Shaftesbury, © that it 
© would be a belying of the age, to put 50 much good sense together in any 
« one conversation, as to make it hold out steadily, and with plain cohe- 
« rence, for an hour's time “.“ I never desired to exhaust any eubject, but 
to leave matter for the reader's own suggestion. I may add, that it would 
be difficult to analyze one of the most finished Satires in our language. I 
mean Pope's Two Dialogues, or as they are strangely called, the Epilogue 
to the Satires. | 

L am represented, as having threatened any person who makes inquiry 
after me or my name. It was not my intention to do so. I said, * it 
will be more than foolish to be very inquisitive.“ I say so still; for 
when the avenue to any knowledge is strongly and effectually closed, 
who would labour after it fruitlessly? To waste our time to no manner 
of use, is not surely one of the discriminating marks of wisdom. I main- 
tain it boldly ; no man has a right to demand either my name or my situa- 
tion. It has been observed on such occasions, that“ some might fight, 
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te but others would assassmate.“ For I believe 1 have no real enemies, 
but the lovers of confusion and the troublers of states. I will acknow- 
ledge it, I come armed into their confines, and I come in the darkness of the 
night. But if I were required or called upon to choose my companion, 
you know I am prepared with the answer of Diomede. 

Es prey n drag t XUNνν,Uds a 1TEY n, 
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And if I am forced to descend into the lower regions of sorrow and con- 
fusion, among the perturbed spirits of anarchy and democracy, I shall hope 
for the safe conduct of the Sibyll. She might produce the branch to the 
ferryman of France and Tartarus. I would wish her to exhibit this 
Poem, as the “ Donum fatalis virgæ, longo post tempore visum.“ But to 
leave these allusions. My book is open to all the accumulated severity 
of public criticism and public reprehension. I shrink from neither of 
them. When I am wrong, (I have never been so intentionally) I will 
correct myself, and have done so frequently. In a field to extensive, can- 
dour, I think, will allow that my mistakes have not been very numerous. 

As to my poetry or versification, it was not written as a vehicle for 
the notes, but the notes were composed to accompany the text. TI offer 
the poetry to those who are conversant with the strength, simplicity, and 
dignity of Dryden and Pope, and them alone. I submit both my Poems, 
The Pursuits of Literature, and the Imperial Epistle,” in this spirit and 
with this confidence to the public. There are men, (and women too) 
who understand. But as to the lovers of exotic poetry, I refer them to 
the Botanic Garden of Dr. Darwin. My plants and flowers are produced 
and cherished by the natural invigorating influence of the common sun; I 
have not raised them by artificial heat. | 
If the root of a tree is sound and vigorous, you strengthen the shoots 

by repressing their luxuriancc. I approve and would uphold our sacred 
and civil establishment. I would therefore mark the aberrations and mis- 
conduct even of men of talents and virtue, who compose it. I would shew, 
that I am strictly impartial. I can censure, with discrimination, even where 
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J generally approve, and consider nothing but the interest of the state upon 
the whole, It is to misunderstand or to misrepresent me, when it is asserted 
that I attack alike friends and foes. I attack no man in his individual 
capacity. I have nothing to do with the vanity or injudicious. conduct of 
friends, but as they affect the community; and I can have no personal 
malignity against those of whom I am personally ignorant. But they 
Shall neither disturb nor overthrow the state of England, civil or religious, 
if any observations of mine can avail. They may wish to know me; but 
they may depend upon it, I will never give a proof of my spirit at the ex- 
pence of my understanding. 
I would not have you or any man think, that I enter into a defence 
of my work, as if I thought it required one. No. LI have vindicated, 
in a day of turbulence and terror, the authority of our national govern- 
ment and constitution; I have defended the purity and dignity of religion 
and our sacred establishment; I have pleaded the cause of sound litera- 
ture and true philosophy ; 1 have recalled the public attention to poetry 
without conceit, and to criticism without affectation; I have endeavoured 
to secure to women their honour, social rank and bappiness, by an attempt 
to turn the thoughts and hearts of the inhabitants of this island from works 
of obscenity and indecency, from the morals and manners of atheists and 
democratic spoilers, to the wisdom of the just; I have boldly invaded the 
strong holds of impiety and anarchy, plebeian or tribunitian. I have done 
all thisz and I have offended many. I have brushed away the insects of 
literature whether fluttering or creeping; I have shaken the little stems of 
many a plant, and the flowerets have fallen. I have almost degraded 
myself by an attention to minute objects in the service of the public; and 
am called upon to defend myself. No... My countenance is unaltered ; 
my perseverance is unbroken; the spirit and tenour of my speech is yet 
the same. My words are firm. Semel ceusam dixi, (vel iterum dicturus, ) 
quo Semper agere omnia 'solitus sum, ACCUSATORIO SPLRITUS* | 
As to political matters we shall never want observers. I hate deser- 
ters of their duty} on any principle whatever. But I suppose some states- 
men think, there is a laudable obliquity and a seasonable fear. For my 
own-part I shall not, on this occasion, inyade the retreat of St. Ann's Hill, 
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or violate the purity of Drury Lane. If such statesmen are resolved to 
free at once both the senate and the throne, the Sevi Spiracula Ditis“ 
are open to them; they may descend in safety, and disburthen the land. 
I do not believe that the possession of absolute power is in the reach of 
Mr. Pitt, or of any man. But the continuance of such a minister in office 
will be approved, as 1 think, while the security, and independence, and 
dignity of the crown, the parliament, and of the people of Great Britain, 
are maintained against the tyrannical pretensions of pirates, buccaneers, 
and plunderers. I would say to Mr. Pitt, as Cicero said to Torquatus, 
« 'Tibi nullum periculum esse perspicio, quod quidem sejunctum sit ab 
« oninium interitu.“ That minister has not looked suhmissively, at any 
period of his long administration, for personal protection in any quarter. 
There is a hardihood about the man, which I love. On the broad general 
question of the time, the public esteem has been commensurate with the 
royal approbation. In this, the policy of the closet, of the senate, and of 
the people, seems to have been one. I am sure, I hope, that wherever 
Mr. Pitt, or any minister, proceeds, he will always find a board of controll; 
nor would I by any means disapprove the advice of an honest Mandarin. 
But the stairs of the palace have now but one flight; the gate is in front 
and the ascent direct. The noble Marquis, who is now no more in office, 
may brood safely over beads and relicks. There is some propriety in this | 
amuzement. It is pleasing to preserve the memorial of departed dignity. fl 
In my opinion the Moor's head might have adorned our coin with the 
royal Gallic lillies, though the govereignty of France and of Corsica is 
passed. | 

I can stand aloot from the scene itself, but I am no stranger to the 
moving principle. I was not formed to wait in the anti- chamber of a 
duke of Lerma, or a Don Calderone. A little experience is sufficient for 3 
the observing. It is either my advantage, or my misfortune, not to have 
adopted any prefession. I never could decide that point. But, as you 
well know, I framed an early and an undaunted resolution, (perhaps not 
wholly justifiable, but certainly not degrading to the character) that I 
never would do personal suit and service, for convenience or emolument, 
to any man however high, in a subordinate station. I framed that reso- 
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lution; I adbered to it. Privacy is my lot. Be it so: it is the soil in 
which learning and reflection strike deepest. In these days it is my de- 
sire that obscurity should gather round me. Now and then indeed the 
thoughts of times, which are no more, will bring with them a casual, 
momentary, doubtful glimpse of what might have been; and often, with 
the poet of Valclusa by the fountain of Sorga, I have regretted some 
periods of inactivity, not of sJoth, which have passed, 


Senza levarmi a volo, avend'io Vale, 
Per dar forse di me non bassi egempi. 


But it the laurel, which I have now planted, should thicken round the 
temple of my retirement, the pillars will support it. The materials are 
solid, and the ground is firm. | 
I have indeed a few memoirs by me, written in other days and with 
other hopes ; and if I could polish the style, and reduce them a little into 
form, I am convinced they would not be uninteresting. Le Roi et 
ses Ministres peutetre ws fairoient lire ces Memoires, qui assurement ne sont 
bas ceux d'un ignorant.” But let this pass for the present. I am for 
practicable politics. I would not be driven into measures from which 


there is no retreat. I smile when I am told of love and hate in politicians 


and ministers. These are passions which they never felt. Circumstances 
alone unite and separate them. I would wish to act with those states- 
men who would, as far as is consistent with the dignity and safety of the 
country, by a timely concession and a rational departure from too rigid 
principles, prevent those calamities which result from authority without 


power, and expense without supplies. But my hour for treating these 


subjects, in the manner I propose, is not yet come. I must turn to other 
thoughts for a season. 

When Philosophy saw the Muses standing by Boethius in his affliction, 
she spoke in terms of some surprise and indignation.“ In our time this 
indignation would have been retorted by the sisters of the song. Philo- 
sophy has appeared, not to console, but to deject. When I have read 
and thought deeply on the accumulated horrors, and all the gradations of 
wickedness and misery, through which the modern systematic philosophy 
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of Europe has conducted her illuminated votaries, to the confines of politi- 
cal death and mental darkness, my mind for a space feels a convulsion, 
and suffers the nature of an insurrection. 1 look around me. I look to 
human actions, and to human principles. I consider again and again, 
what is the nature and effect of learning and of instruction; hat is the doc- 
trine of evidence, and the foundation of truth. I ask myselt, are all these 
changed? Have the moral and the natural laws of God to his creatures 
another basis? Has the lapse of fifty years made an alteration in Him, 
who is declared to be THE SAME to day, yesterday, and forever? Can 
the violence, the presumption, the audacity, the arrogance, the tyranny of 
man, drunk with self-idolatry and temporary success, change the nature 
and essence of God and of his works, by calling good evil and evil good? 
I am told, that human reason is nearly advanced to full perfection; I am 
assured, that she is arrived at the haven, where she would be. I agim 
look around me. I ask, where is that haven? where is that steady gale 
which has conducted her? I listen, but it is to the tempest: I cast my 
view abroad, but the ocean is every where perturbed. I pause again. 
Perhaps, it is (the wind and storm fulfilling xis word l 

I resume the reflections of suffering humanity amid the wreck of intel- 
lect. This was not the ancient character of philosophy. The lovers of 
wisdom, in the best ages of Athens and of Rome, always discoursed with 
reverence and submission to the Author and Governor of the world, They 
considered of whom they spoke. If they turned to the origin of evil, or 
to any dark and unfathomable question, they first called upon man to con- 


sider the limits of his understanding. They warned him, with most 


peculiar emphasis, to beware of thoze «Avro eropiasy those difficulties of 
hard solution, which are but increased by defences or arguments ill con- 
structed. They implored him affectionately, to avoid ail. that tends to 
overthrow, to trouble or disturb those principles, which conduct to peace 
and to right action. Their advice was to strengthen the intellect, and to 
compose the passions, not by braeving aud insulting the all-powerful, all- 
wise, and all-merciful Creator, but by an humble, patient inquiry into his 
works, and by submission to hisdispensations. They scemedto be well aware, 
that to him who understood all the bearings and relations of the word, Re- 
5:gnation to the will of God was the whole of piety. If upon sages like these 
che light of revelation should appear, as tho regent of their plulosophicah 
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day, nothing can be conceived more august, nothing more ennobling, 
nothing more dignified. Poetry and philosophy may then speak a lan- 
guage worthy of themselves: ; 


Altius his nibil est; bec sunt fastigia mundi 
PuBLIiCA NATURA bonus his contenta tenetur 
Finibus,* 


When we have read such writers, it is hardly possible not to turn from 
modern sceptics and sciolists with something more than neglect. If to 
their philosophy they add witticism and ribaldry, they are nauseous. If 
to their ribaldry they join folly and gross ignorance, they should be 
driven from our fellowship with contempt. The continued labours of the 
arch Theomachist of the age, the records of that perpetual conflict which 
he maintained, during the course of fifty years of a long and impious life, 
against the spiritual “ kingdoms of God and of his Christ,“ and the me- 
morials of his desolating days, will all be entombed in the French Pan- 
theon with the mouldering remnant of his bones. Dust to dust, asbes to 
asbes! He sowed unto the flesh, and of the flesh he and his disciples have 
reaped death and corruption. All the minor powers of infidelity, anarchy, 
Sedirion, rebellion, and democracy, may yet be dispersed in England: from 
their leaders Voltaire, D'Alembert, and Condorcet, to the vulgar illiterate 
blasphemy of Thomas Paine, and the contemptible nonsense of William 
Godwin. I fee! for mankind when they are insulted by such writers. J 
make common cause with my fellow creatures, and call upon them to rally 
round the constitution of our human nature, and to support its dignity. 
From writers of this character, my thoughts are directed to the pro- 
fessors of that superstitious corruption of Christianity, which originally 
gave occasion to those attempts, to which it has pleased Providence to 
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permit a temporary success, to scourge the nations of Europe. I am sure 
the plain simplicity of the protestant religion of England could never have 
suggested so daring, so extensive a project. I have therefore spoken at 
large of the Roman Catholic religion, and its professors, and the emigrants 
and French priests. From some observations I haye heard and seen on 
this part of my work, you may remember I was tempted to think, that I 
had advanced something new on this subject. I am sure the principles 
are as old and as moderate as those of the reformation. I know that 
every page of our history confirms their truth. Have we forgotten the 
history of that Reformation? Is “ the Preservative against Popery” 
buried in oblivion and unmerited neglect? Do we remember Mede and 
Chillingworth, and Hooker, and Tillotson, and Hoadly and Sherlock ? 
Can we pass by the phalanx of statesmen, and bishops, and lawyers, who 
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in manner it may perhaps be new. All I have advised, is on the side 
of caution. I only declared and pronounced solemnly in the face of my 
country, that 4 COLLEGE OF ROMISWPRIESTS of a religion hostile in prin- 
ciple and in action too, whenever it has the power, against the established 
church of this kingdom, should not be ct upon a bill, and authorised and 


land. They have been dispersed since that warning was given. I only 
said, let support be administered to them privately, and in detached situ- 
ations. I have pity for them, and relief too, according to my ability. 

But, though L give all my goods (said an apostle) to feed the poor 
and the distressed, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.“ What 
does he mean? He surely means something. Alms alone, it scems, 
however liberal, however extended, neither are, uor can be, the whole or 
the essence of Christian charity. They are indeed a material part, and 
one of the best external proots of its existence. Charity is in reality a 
principle of general safety, of kindness, of active benevolence, of discern- 
ment, of prudence, of moderation, and of guarded virtue. It originated 
ſrom Hin, who commanded his disciples to join the innocence of the do ve 
with the wisdom of the serpent. We may depend upon it; the system 


persecution or intolerance. My language and arguments are designed 
only to shew, that the spirit of the system of Popery yet remains unal- 
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stood forth in 1688? What I have advanced is in substance very old; 


maintained by the ministers of the crown, and the public money of the 


of Christianity is not inconsistent with itself. Surely this is not to teach 
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tered in its great and leading principles. F it perisbes, it will periab 
altogether. I love toleration in the constitutional sense of the word, as 
much as the most designing patriot of the day: but indifference to the 


public form of religion is the first step to its neglect, and to its consequent 


abolition. I cannot think it a mark of intolerance, when I deprecate the 
revival of the Romish superstition in England.* There is an enthusiasm, 
an op yao pee, in the professors of it, which, 1 know, never forsakes them. 
It is active, where its influence can hardly be supposed. It is said to 
pervade even the .5quabbles of a society set apart for the preservation of 
our national antiquity, With a cat-like watch, it peors and pries over 
every paper on ecclesiastical reliques, and garbles the slightest casual 
effusions of protestant zeal, before it is presented to the world. If it 
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* « From obvious causes (indeed) the cruelty, the tyranny, the impiety of 
« the church of Rome bade almost faded from our memory; but we must 
« bring them back to our recollection, if we would understand Taz jJupG- 
© MENTS OF GOD WHICH ARE ABROAD IN THE EARTH.” She is now 
« persecuted in her turn. As Englishmen, we forget her injuries; as 
« Christians, we pity and give alms to her exiled adherents, regardless of 
the malicious endeavours of our adversaries to represent the Church of 
England, as itself interested in her preservation. But let us only advert 
to the principles, religious and eivil, upon which we are separated from 
that idolatrous and intolerant power; and it will be evident that, as a 
« national Church, we have neither part nor lot in this matter, Our 
© CAUSES ARE DISTINCT AND MUST EVER REMAIN SO: and we have 
no more abundant reason than ever to rejoice in our reformed religion. 
„Our fathers obeyed the warning voice, and left her corrupt communion 
« when she had risen to the zenith of her glory; and we have hitherto 
« escaped the plagues by which she is now tormented.” And it may be 
added, that © as England was formerly (and ] trust is still) the bulwark of 
the Protestant faith, so must she now be the bulwark of Christianity 
& itself.“ See the Bishop of Lincoln Dr. Pretyman's sermon before the 
King and Parliament at St. Paul's on the public thanksgiving on the 19th 
December, 1797. (Published in February, 1798.) It is a composition 
written with great judgment, eloquence, and discernment of the signs of 
OE of 
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exnnot be openly recommended, it will effectually guard against the 
least reproach or insinuation of its subtlety. Romish baronets will be 
busy, and Romish priests will meddle, Perhaps the Secretary to that 
society knows, whether these hints are true and justiſiable. It surely will 
be understood, I am only speaking of the shirit and tendency of the system 
itself. I would carry charity with me in my heart and in my hand, hut. 
I know that charity is, and must be, consistent with a love to my country, 
and to her rights civil and religions. If I am wrong, I fear, I must con- 
tinue so. I have yet seen no argument to shake my conviction. 

I would say a few words on another part of my work. I have been 
under the necessity, at least as 1 thought, of appealing for illustration 
to writers of all ages and in various languages. There is an appearance 
of ostentation in it, to which I must submit. I certainly am of opinion 
with Casaubon, that it cannot be supposed, “ facere aliquid ad veram 
«pietatem seu doctrinam, Greca potius qum alia lingua loqui.''*. Certainly 
not. But to enforce and to illustrate any position, the language of poets, 
and the dignity and spirit of ancient eloquence and history, in the original 
words, are of no mean assistance. The nature and full force of this 
work could not have been sustained without the notes, in which the 
most important zubjects, sacred, moral, and political, are occasionally 
discussed. But I have generally given, in English, the substance of the 
allusions, contained in the learned languages which are brought forward. 

I would not have any one think, that an appeal to the higher poets 
of modern Italy is either trifling or disgraceful. No man ever felt the 
power of poetry, if he refused his bomage to Dante, Petrarch, Ariosto, 
and Tasso; I mean, if their language was familiar to him. In their 
primal poet their is an originality and a hardihood of antiquity. His soul 
was dark and sullen; it was proud and full of his wrongs. Frons læta 
parum et dejecto lumina vultu. He passed through imaginary realms 
without the sun, to the confines of light and hope. The day shone full 
upon him, and the beams were from on high. His draught of men and 
their passions is eternal. His language was like himself, deep and full 


of matter; its strength and harmony may be best expressed by his Tuscan 
brother: 
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Aspro concento, orribile armonia 
D'alte querele, d'ululi, e di strida, 
Istranamente concordar s'udia.“ 


As to Petrarch; we are led by every milder feeling to the retreat of Val- 
clusa. The strain of the poet is yet softer than the breeze, or the mur- 
mur of his fountain. Yet was he not without energy. His subject was 
sometimes high and holy. He was familiar with death, and his breath- 
ings were after immortality. He too could describe the W n of t the 
mortal veil, and the departure of the soul, 


( Svegliata fra gli spirti eletti, - 


Ove nel uo Fattor PAlma interna 


I will not pursue this theme; and of Ariosto and Tasso it would be idle 
to speak. But, by the way, I may observe, that the three greatest mas- 
ters of heroic verse, in unlaboured ease and flowing dignity, are to my 
apprehension and judgment, Homer, Ariosto, and the glory of Spain, 
Alonzo &Ercilla.4 I have without intention indeed, but with the privi- 


lege of a letter, descanted a little on a favourite incidental topic. For 


when I hear the language of Italy under these mighty masters, called 
frivolous and light, I cannot pass it without a moment's vindication. In 


my opinion they strengthen and harmonize both the intellect and the ear. 


My references to them are however very few. 
I am told, I am forgiven for my Latin; but for the Greek, not $0 


easily. In this particular indeed, I am rather surprised that no man of wi: 


has said of my notes, © They are Greek invocations to call fools into a 
circle. Certainly there will be halos round the brightest luminanes ; 
and it must be confessed, that many of my notes have such a circular 
appearance. If some galled theologian were disposed to banter, and to 
m_"——— the validity of my Greek ordination, he would perhaps shrewdly 
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Such is the harmonious prose which distinguishes the critical writings of 

the great Halicarnassian. Epist. ad. Cn. Fompeium. de Platone. Sect⸗ 2+ 
+ Shakespeare's As you like it. act 2. 
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remind me of the Council of Florence in 1439, when the Greek and Latin 
churches proposed, as a principle of union, that the Greeks should alter 
their manuscripts from the Latin. He might tell me of that celebrated 
« Feedus cum Græcis,“ so well known among the sacred manusuript 
critics. And if I were to adduce from the great Erasmus, my © Capita 
« argumentorum contra morosos quosdam et indoctos;“ I should be re- 
minded by Dr. PARR, that I have not the erudition of Erasmus, or the 
gentle manners of the serene Sepulveda, Mr. Knight would remand me 
to the Greek alphabet (to any one, I hope, but his own,) and his modesty 
would -attempt some jucundity from the Lusus Priapi. I will endure 
them all. I have patience and pity too. 

1 know you were surprised, when you found me beset with poetas- 
ters, and rhetoricians, and commentators, and old seventh form boys, 
that I was so patient. In truth I thought there might be some remedy. 
Yet I will own, that when I sce so many heads around me deprived of the 
zubstance of sense, I am perpetually calling for the ampolla of Astolpho, 
that sacred vessel which he brought from the upper regions. 


« Che tempo & ormai, cb' ai cap; voti o marr s 
Di Senuo, si goccorri con! ampolla. f 


But I should have too much on my hands, and 1 recall my wish. 


In the political, as well as in the mere literary world, there is more to do 
in that way than I can attempt. 


A few drops from this ampolla might now and then, on particular 
occasions, fall on the Minister himself, who now in his taxes appears as 
the political Hecate,} or Diana, in their triple forms. Some of it also 
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* Nov. Test. by Erasmus in 1595. 5th Edit. 
Arxiosto. O. F. Cant. 38. 
Hecate is termed in the Argonauticks of Orpheus, 
Thiere p, )J, „N Tipng, v7; Inyror, 
Tapraporacs Exary! (v. 974.) Edit. Eschenback. p. 66. 
For the Diana TpiopPog, look at tlie gems of Fulvius Ursinus.—-It is odd, 
that Lycophron, in all the darkness of his prophetic song, chanting torch 


the powers us Apns t Au7e, couples together Bellona and Minerva, “K. 
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miglit be spared for Earl Fitzwilliam with good effect; but I should be 
unwilling to waste the precious liquor on the noble head of his Grace of 
Bedſord. Some crests are indeed vulnerable: but the natural constitu- 
tion is sometimes so radically impaired, that when the head is once open- 
ed, it is in vain to think of closing it. Mr. Horne Tooke, for instance, 
is out of the reach of art. I would only set up the bidental at the book- 
seller's door at Wimbledon. It will at least serve as a land-mark for the 
French, on their first invasion. As to the mendici, mimi, halatrones, 
What can be done? The mast infamous are the most contented. But 
there are minor members of the great democratic bady, and all have not 
the same office, Yet there is a marvellous use (and they understand it 
bettet than WE do) in that which every joint supplieth. I should leave 
Mr. Tierney (a), with some little hope, to the discipline of Cocker and 
Oldfield (5). He may perhaps improve in calculation; but I think it 


will be some time before his anti- professional prattle will impose an ano- 


ther boy- committee on a contested election. The drops of the ampolla 
would never penetrate the thick rotundity of Mr. Nicholls (c); but they 


might insinuate themselves through the zig-zag crevices of Sir John Sin- 


clair's head. If we pass to subjects of lighter moment, even the Bavian 
drops from Mr. Gifford have fallen off, ike oil, from the plumage of the 
Florente and Cruscan geese. At home also, I am sorry that his success 
is imperfect. I am told, that Mr. Greathead and Mr. Merry yet write 


and talk; and Mr. JERNINGHAM (poor man!) still continues lier than 
bis Sheep. q. 


But a truce to this badinage. Like the warrior of Ithaca, I would 


appear but for a season, and for a peculiar purpose, in such a garb. It is 
necessary now to assume those higher functions to which J am called, to 


claim for myself, and to vindicate the undoubted _ and nern 
dignity of the satiric muse. 


the 


"_ 


„ 2 —— 


ry? Its Seems as. if war and nat might be joined together; but the 
sooner the union can be dissolved, the better. 

(a) M. P. for the Borough. (66) An obscure writer on the Bo- 
roughs, “ The sad historian of that tainted plain.“ (c) M. P. for 
Tregony. 
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I had once a thought, as you advised me, of analysing the following 
poem. But to what effect, and for what use? To men, like you, it is 
needless or presumptuous: to others it is superfluous. I am indeed confi- 
dent, that when all the personal objects of my praise or censure shall have 
passed from the scene, this work will be found to contain principles of 
government, polity, religion, morality, education, criticism, poetry, and 
literature, worthy of being transmitted to another age. I have indeed 
already said much: but I think, I have something more to offer to my 


country, if the blessing of strength and health should graciously be ex- 


tended and continued to me. I mean, if I see a proper occasion to pre- 


zent it, and if England should not be absorbed in the vortex and abhorred 
gulph of democracy and tyranny. 

Still perhaps I am incautious in my words. I can promise little. How- 
ever that may be, my principle is and ever has been, that “ No MAN 
LIVETH UNTO HIMSELF,” for his own little pleasures, or mean gratifica- 
tions, or low unworthy passions, the dirty family of selfishness, which by 
the law of Providence defeats its own purposes. I speak not of a roman- 
tic, impracticable, general good, but of the specific benefit, which an indi- 
vidual may and can confer on his fellow-creatures in his own limited 
sphere of action, by a continued 2xertion of the faculties or talents with 
which he finds and feels himself intrusted. 

Well-wishers to their country are, above all things, desirous of the 
steady light of Literature, and of the day-spring from on high. Yet what- 
ever they or we may hope, the horizon may perhaps be now illuminated 
with its departing beams. [I will yet strive to be full of hope: though in 
50me passing moments of dejection, the strain of the Florentine poet, in 


all its melancholy harmony, dwells on my ear: Tensa, che questo di mai 
non ragęiorna + 


= 


But let us $till contemplate the glory which was cast round other times. 
I will therefore conclude this letter, oy complying with _ request in 


——— 
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offering you a very few ideas on the chief Satirists of ancient and of modern 
fame. I may be singular perhaps; but if I except Luciiivs, (who is 
known to us only by detached lines and short passages,) in my opinion, 
the fulness of that glory never shone but on $1x POETS: „ Quoy orbe aub 
omni Jam vix septena numerat sapientia fami.” The character of 
Lvcitivs, the inventor of Satire, was respected by Scipſo and Llius, 
They were his friends. Poetasters, rhetoricians, and even men of high 
quality and of consular rank were often the zubjects of his censure. I 
know not what a modern French Directory might do with a man of 
his character; but Lucilius enjoyed respect and impunity in the Roman 
Republic. Hon Ack in the politest age, under the despotism of Au- 
gustus, insinuated himself into the graces of the emperor: yet he was 
peculiarly studious to mark the obnoxious, foolish, or wicked characters 
of his age. He was careful not to be misunderstood. He noted the 
name, the profession and the rank of those whom he devoted to undying 
ridicule, or consigned to the eternity of fame. Augustus and Mæcenas 
well knew the value of such a poet. They looked to the stability of 
government and the empire of good sense, and found them intimately con- 
nected with literature and poetry. In the time of Nero and Trajan, 
Juvenal and Persius exerted a severity without playfulness, and veiled 
themselves in obscurity, yet without being misunderstood. They applied 
directly and irresistibly to the inmost feelings of the heart, callous and 
depraved as it was. The writers were either spared or neglected; bur 
their works were admired and circulated. I know the person to whom 
I am now addressing myself too well, to enter into a criticism on Horace, 
Juvenal or Persius. Mr. Dryden indeed has done it already. 

An interval of ages passed, dark and barbarous. The power of Satire, 
in its full and legitimate strength, was never again felt till the reign ot 
Louis the Fourteenth of France. Then appeared a poet, second to none 
of his predecessors. A. philosopher without being wordy, the friend of 
sense and of virtue, a gentleman in principle, independent in spirit, and 
fearless of enemies, however powerful from their maliguity or formidable 
from their rank. This extraordinary man was BOILEAU. If I am not 
deceived, there is something in all his compositions so finished, $0 remo- 
ved from conceit and forced thought ; zuch an ardent zeal for propriety 
in sentiment and in expression; tuch a sense of the dignity of the human 
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character, when undebased; such a hatred of hypocrisy ; such a love of 
purity; such an abhorrence of all profaneness and indecency, and even of 
indelicacy3- that I am not able to name a man whose works as a poet and 
a critic, may be read and studied with equal advantage. Even his com- 
pliments, though rather lofty, to Louis the Fourteenth are all conceived 
in the language of a gentleman and a man of genius, who feels that he is 
conferring honour not receiving it. The majesty of the French monarch, 
in that cultivated age, was surely as worthy of homage as the deity of 
the Roman Augustus. To read the works of BorLEav with full advan- 
tage, some accuracy of knowledge, and some insight into the delicacy of 
the ancient French language are required. I call their language ancient, 
which existed before the revolntion, for I scarce understand the modern 
democratic jargon. Grove virus munditias pepulit, It is also necessary 
to have a perception of the peculiar cast of the French poetry, and of the 
construction of the verse. An allowance must be made for the language 
itself, which is not poetical as contradistinguished to prose, but forcible, 
terse, and well adapted to the condensation of satirical expression. As a 
writer, 1 think him original. What he has borrowed, he almost seems to 
have restored to its proper place. He alternately assumes the characters of 
the three great Romans; and maintains an honourable contest for the mas- 
terye Equal to either of them taken singly, and in the merit of composition, 
sometimes their superior. He is their true and lawful brother. There 
is a fraternal league between them, which no friend to good literature, 
good poetry, and good manners will ever suffer to be broken. 

Nearly at the same period, after zome momentary gleams and strong 
flashes in the horizon, Satire arose in Eugland, When I name DRxrpEx, 
I comprehend every varied excellence of our poetry. In harmony, 
strength, modulation, rythm, energy, he first displayed the full power of 
the English language. My business with him at present, is only as a 


Satirist. 1 will be brief: I speak to the intelligent. He was the first 
poet who brought to perfection, what I would term, “ the Allegory of 


Satire.” Fables indeed, and apologues, and romances, have always been 


the most ancient mades of reproof and cenzure. It was the peculiar | 
happiness of Dryden to give an eternal sense and interest to subjects which 
are transitory. He placed his scene on the ground of actual history. 


The reader of every age hat an interest in the delineatiog of characters 
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and games; Which have been familiar to bim from his earliest years. He 
is already prepared, and feels a predilection for the subject. This accom- 
modation of ancient characters to existing persons has à peculiar force in 
the age to which it is addressed; and posterity reads with delight a poem 
founded on pristine story, and illustrated by the records of modern times. 
Dryden's power of Satire has been generally acknowledged in his Mac- 
Flecknoe; but his master-piece is that wonderful and unequalled perfor- 
mance, Absalom and Achitophel. He presents to us an heroic subject in 
heroic numbers, a well constructed allegory, and a forcible appeal to our 
best feelings and passions. He paints the borrors of anarchy, sedition, 
rebellion, and democracy, with the pencil of Dante, or of Michael Angelo; 
and he gives the specches of his heroes with the strength, propriety, and 
correctness of Virgil. It is Satire in its highest form: but it is Satire 
addressed to the few. It is not adapted to the general effect of this spe- 
cies of poetry. In my opinion, Dryden has not the style and manner of 
Horace, or Juvenal, or Persius, or Boileau. Pope called him © unhappy,” 
from the looseness ef the age in which he lived. He has enthusiasm, 
majesty, seriousness, severity, gravity, strength of conception, and bold- 


ness of imagery, But sprightliness, gaiety, and casy badinage, an occa- 


sional playfulness, so necessary to the general effect of satirical poetry, 
were all wanting to him. Perhaps his genius was too sublime. He 
could not, or he would not, descend to the minutiæ which are often 
required, the anecdotes, and the passing traits of the time. His satire 
had an original character. It was the strain of Archilochus sounding 
from the lyre of Alcæus. | 

The Sixth and last of this immortal Brotherhood, in the fulness of 
time, and in the maturity of poetical power, came Pork. All that was 
wanting to his illustrious predecessor found its consummation in the 


genius, knowledge, correct sense, and condensation of thought and cx- 


pression, Which distinguished this poet. The tenour of his life was 
peculiarly favourable. to his office. He had first cultivated all the 
flowery grounds of poetry. He had excelled in description, in pastoral, 
in the pathetic,, and in general criticism; and had given an English ex- 
istence in perpetuity to the father of all poetry. Thus honoured, ana 
with these pretensions, he left them all for that excellence, for which 
che maturity of his talents and judgment so eminently designed hin. 
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Familiar with the great; intimate with the polite; graced by the atten« 
tions of be fair. admired by the learned; a favourite with the nation; 
independent in an acquired opulence, the honourable product of his genius 
and industry.z- the companion of persons distinguished for birth, high 
fashion, rank, wit, or virtue; regdent in the centre of all public infor- 
mation and intelligence; every avenue to knowledge and every mode of 
observation were open to bis curious, prying, piercing, and unwearied 
intellect. His works are so generally read and studied, that I should 
not merely fatigue, but I should almost insult you by such a needless dis- 
quisition. | | 

As'a disciple of these great masters, and full of that spirit which an 
unbroken and an honourable intimacy with their works has inspired, I 
now present myself a votary at their temple; and in some measure clothed 
in the robes of their hereditary priesthood, 1 would also enter, and offer 
my oblation at the high altar of my country, But if, unworthy of this 
hallowed investment and interior ministry, the door of the sanctuary is 
closed upon me; I shall retire without a murmur, and with devotion 
unimpaired worship in the vestibule. You can best judge of my motives, 
who have known most intimately the nature and extent of my studies, 
solitary so long in their acquirement, and now public at last in their 
application and in their end. With a necessary indulgence for all my 
frailties, vices, errors, follies, and imperfections, and with the partiality 
of friendship, you, and such as you, may perhaps allow me to apply to 


myself, with some little variation, the words of the most fervid poet of 
antiquity : 


Non tenues ignavo pollice chordas 
Pulso, sed Aurunci residens in margine templi 
Audax magnorum tumulis adcanto Magistrum, 


Jam, &c. &c. 
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PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 
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DIALOGUE THE FIRST. 


Audaci quicanque afflate Cratino, 
Iratum Eupolidem prægrandi cum sene paiis« 
Aapice et hec, 2 forte aliquid decoctiue audis ; 
Inde vaporata lector mihi ferveat aure, 
PERS, SAT, f. 
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PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 


TAE importance of the subject of this Poem, and the necessity 
of such an appeal to the kingdom at this time, are the best reasons which 
I can offer for its publication. But in regard to the various matters which 
are considered in the following composition, I recommend to my readers 
a passage from à collection of the most pleasing and informing treatises in 
natural philosophy which I ever read, or I believe ever were written; 1 
mean the Chemical Essays by Dr. Watson, the present Bishop of Landaff;t 
It is this; “ Sir Isaac Newton and Dr. Bentley met accidentally in Lon- 
don, and on Sir Isaac's inquiring what Philosophical Pursuits were carry- 
ing on at Cambridge, the Doctor replied, none; for when you go a 
hunting, Sir Isaac, you. kill all the game; you have left us nothing to 
„ pursue.“ „Not so, said the philosopher, you may start a variety of 
* game in every bush, if you will but take the trouble to beat for it.. And 
« $0 in truth it is,” (observes Bishop Watson) “every object in nature 
* affords occasion for philosophical experiment.” I may add, that such a 


* —— 


First printed in May, 1794. f Vol. 4. Pp. 25. 
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state of society and of literature, as the present, affords occasion for nu- 
merous experiments and obserVationt, without any danger of mutual 
interference. 

In this Poem no imitation Op is intended of any former writer, 
or of any former poem. It was written upon no private motive whatsoever ; 
but simply and solely as the conduct of the persons mentioned or alluded to, 
or the manner of their compesitions, or the principles of their writings, tend 
to influence and affect the leggning, the government, the religion, the public 
morality, the public bappiness, and the public security of this nation. 


My intentions are just and justifiable to reasonable men, who will 


reflect on what has passed and is passing before them. Wr must indeed 


be sensible, that it is now no longer a mere sport of the pen, a light skir- 


mish, or a random shaft, the Apollinez bellum puerile pharetrz, which is 
alone demanded ; but our weapons must be instruments of war, able to 
break down the strong holds of anarchy, impiety aud rebellion, and mighty 
to vindicate the powers of legitimate authority. In every region of Eu- 
rope there should have been a common cause. But in no kingdom, 
except Great Britain, has that cause been maintained in full integrity. 
While I am writing, we are convulsed to our centre ; and yetin the mids: 
of fear, we are impudently and wickedly told, there is no cause of alarm. 


F'y 


Talia dum celebro, subitam civilis Erinnys 
Tarpeio de monte facem, Phlegrzaque movit 
Prelia ; sacrilegis lucent Capitolia tædis, 
Et Senonum furias Letia sumpsere cobortes.* 


We may (for we can) all of us contribute to the assistance, and 
the comfort, and the good of others and to the stability of social hap- 
piness. The sword, the voice and the pen must be resolutely and 
decisively called into action, for defence, for counsel, for admo- 
nition, and for censure. Satirical writings must submit to the impu- 
tation of ill-nature, though I see no necessary connection between them. 
In my opinion, Satire has nothing to do with good-uature or with ill- nature. 
Its office rexpects the public good alone, and the interests of the commu- 
nity. It is nn __ to N the laws in all cuses which arc 
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beyond their jurisdiction. From zuch courts it appeals to perhaps a still 
higher tribunal, that of public opinion, character and reputation. | 

Such are my ideas; yet I am guge I have nothing of the wild Ameri. 
can in my composition; I never withed to destroy any man, either to 
inherit his wit or plunder him of his understanding. But I will bow to 
no Cyrill of Alexandria, to no executive director of a modern republic, 
to no lordly president of factious councils, of democratic delegates, or of 
zocieties in open defiance of established authority in regulated empires. 
There is darkness mixed with fire, and volumes of smoke are rolling 
from the mouth of the cavern. I love no atheist French Bishops, nor 
unfrocked grammarians in England. Horne Teoke is still living, and 
Edmund Burke is no more. Sol occunurit! 1 hope Mr. Pitt will 
assure us of the old prodigy, nog nulla secuta est! We must now all assist 
in our various Capacities, and feel and act as public men. In times like 
these we may assume à virtue, a character, à courage, and a firmness, 
not originally our own. I protest I have no private ani:nosity in my 
nature; but I come forth (boldly enough, I will confess, but as I onght 
to do) in behalf of my country, her literature, her laws, her religion, 
and her government. Nor would I publish this satirical Poem, but from 
a full conviction of its tendency to promote the public welfare, in its degree 
and according to its subject, when it is (if it ever should be) studied and 
considered with impartiality. 
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PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 


A SATIRICAL POEM. 
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"DIALOGUE THE FIRST. 
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THE AUTHOR AND OCTAVIUS. 
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1] WHO once deem'd my race of-labour run, 
And camps, and courts, and crowds and senates shun, 
Still to the public raise no venal voice, 

In the full freedom of a Briton's choice, 
Though tracts aloft on daring pinions rove, 
Where'er by duty borne, or led by love. 

Yet not unconscious of this awful age, 
I mark what new conflicting systems rage, 
Systems which laugh to scorn th' avenging rod, 
And hurl defiance to the throne of Gop; 10 


a First published in May 1794. 


|. ud 

Shake — bd with add hing sweep, 
And grant no pause. but everlasting sleep!“ 
Blood-guiltiness their crime; with hell they cope ; 
No flesh, no spirit now must rest in hope, 
But under foliage dark, and cypress gloom, 
Thee sculptur'd mock'ry marks and seals the tomb. 

New lights on all, but on the Poet, rise; 


Still can he smile, and with no murm ring sighs 


Can own well-pleas'd, that now the meanest bard, 


Bavius, * or Maro, finds the same regard. 20 
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law, a futurity of existence. 


* shall be planted, and the 


— 


b This alludes to the French decree which in 1793 abolished, 4y 
er and absurdity are the natural con- 

ee of their principles. | 
he French have also decrendd that in every church-yard trees 
figure of sleep erected pointing to the tombs ; 
and this sleep they decrecd to be eternal. N. B. This was the fact, 
when this First Furt of the Pursuits of Literature was first published in 
May 1794.“ t may be so again, or it may be so at this moment, 1796. 
d The name suggests the honourable mention of a poem lately pub- 
lizhed, under the title of“ The Bavian,” or an Imitation of the first 
Satire of Persius. Nuæ tibi, gue tali reddam pro carmine dona Though 
the author professes to be conversant only among the 5sbeep folds at pre- 
gent, he threatens a descent upon the nobler and more reluctant animals. 
If this be a first production, the poet must proceed with the consciousnes: 
of genius: he has the ground work of all excellence, good sense, and a 
knowledge of just and harmonious expression. He has divulged his name 
 imprudently. Such compositions require secresy for their effect ; egpeci- 
ally if they are published at an early period of life, and still more if the 
poet commences his career with Satire. Mr. Pope suffered pure descrip- 
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Not as MzctHs once with partial ray 
IMum'd the rising glories of his day; 


Whose orb the Mantuan plains alone would warm, 
Or beam propitious on the Sabine farm. 


OCTAVIUS. 

Why should you write? the world is now 50 fickle 
Scarce is there room for Sheridan*® and Tickell; f 
And though in tone sonorous, blithe or grand, 
Ihe loud Laurentian : trumpet through the land 


— 


tion to hold the place of sense for a Jas time, before” bis ad bis proper 
station. The author of The Baviad has taken some pleasant trouble off 
my hands. "The Albums, the Laura-Jlarias, the Ferningbams, Antony 
Pasquins, Mary Robinsons, Piozzis and Bozzi's; the Phillidas, Hypsipilas, 
vatum et plorabile ai quid. Unfortunately there are too many left. (1794s) 

e R. B. SHERIDAN, Esq. M. P. I am sorry to say of this ertra - 
ordinary man, that in the realms of wit aud humour he is now silent. 
« Unus Sceptra potitus, eidem aliis sopitu' quiete est.“ Why is it so? 
Politics are transitory; wit is eternal. 

f Since this was written, the public has lost this very ingenious man. 
He was the happiest of any occasional writer in his day: happy alike in 
the subject and in the execution of it. I mention with Measure Antici- 
pation, the Wreath of Fashion, Oc. c. c. and I wish to preserve the 
name and remembrance of such a man as Mr. Tickell. Poets and inge- 
mous men, who write on occasional subjects with great ability, are too 
often lost in the most undeserved oblivion; But we must recollect, that 


even such a poem as © The Absalom and Achitophel“ of Dryden himself 


{perhaps his greatest production) was but occasional, and written for @ 
party. 

gs It is bardly necessary to remind the reader of the political com- 
position of the Rolliad and the Probationary Odes by Dr. Lawrence ond 
Company. (17944) 


[ 48] 


Sound Pitt, and Prettyman, and Rose, and Rolle, 
With strength of Stentor, but Mezentian soul; 30 
Tux Docron may for Fox and Portland * youch, 
With spectacles on nose, but empty pouch. 
Why must you seek this sad Cumæan shore? 

Or why to genius give one victim more? 


AUTHOR. _ 
Forgive me: all conspire to waste my time; 
Languor, and care, and solitude, and rhyme: 7 
Now while each Sage, to fame and science known, 
Or leaves the field of life, or listless grown, 
Reviews his trophies with an idle prise,“ 
Sick of the dunces rising at his side. 


1 I know not for whom the Doctor will now vouch; I am not called 
upon to vouch for the Doctor. (1796.) 


« Manners with fortunes, humours turn with dimes, 
« Tenets with books, and principles with times.“ 


11 Shaksgear says, © With gpectacles on nose and pouch on $ide.” 1 
am contented simply to admire Doctor Lawrence's spectacles, but I have 
ventured to qualify þ7s Pouch wrote this in 1794. Doctors Common: 
and the House of Commons are recommended in all the chronic cases of 
the deficiens crumena, and are found to be excellent restoratives. (1798.) 

k 1 allude to such publications as,“ Prose on Several Occasions, ac 
« 'companicd by Some Pieces in Verse. Dy George Colman, 7 Senior,” ) 1 
think, however, that iv is a provident wisdom, in men of great abilities, like 
Mr. Colman, to collect and publish what they wish to deliver to posterity 
4s their, mn. Posthumous works are rarely to be considered in that light. 
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If I may write, let Proteus Priestley tell, 
He writes on all things, but on nothing well; 


Who, as the demon of the day decrees, 
Air, books, or water makes with-equal ease. 


May not I strive amid this motley throng, 
All pale and pensive as I muse along? x 


——_—_—_—— ** n 


| Proteus Priestley... There is one very material difference between 
this Proteus and his namesake of antiquity. Of the latter it is recorded, 
Sine vi non ulla dabit præcepta ;® now our Proteus gives precept upon pre- 
cept, line upon line; bere a little and there a little; and is continually 
obtruding bis orac/es upon the public, without any compulsion at all, upon 


every subject which can, or which cannot be known. I believe that Dr. 


Priestley would dispute very intelligibly upon the famous Germanic ques- 


tion, “ Utrumt Chimera bombinans in vacuo possit comedere secundas 


intentiones.” As to Dr. Priestley's King-killing wishes and opinions take 
a few words: IT 1s TO BE REGRETTED, that the situation of things 
was Such, that the SENTENCE. (of DEATH on Charles the Firat) could 
not be passed by the WHOLE NATION OR THEIR REPRESENTATIVES, 
solemnly ASSEMBLED for that purpose.“ Priestley on Government, p. 39. 
Are the words and the meaning plain? How must this Reverend Deputy 
elect to the National Convention of France have exulted on the 21st of 
January 1993!!! The Deputy, however, had the wisdom of the $erpent in 
not taking his seat, though he could not assume the innocence of the 
dove. The late Mr. Gibbon well understood Dr. Priestley's character 
and opinions, and expressed himself strongly on that subject. No man 
of discernment can see their direct tendency but with reprobation, and 
sometimes not without fear and horror! (1794+.).-...Lord Sheffield has 
lately published the correspondence between Mr. G. and Dr. P. in the 
frst volume of Mr. Gibbon's Posthumous Works, 4t0 These letters 
are not unworthy of attention. (1796.) 
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OCTAVIUS. 


Say, would your thought to Homer's pomp aspire, 
Or wake to loftiest rapture Pindar's s lyre? 


My eee l 

m FPindar's Nee this verse I speak of the great Thebon: but 
there is an obscure person, stiling himself PETER Pinar, of whom I 
shall say a few words. This man certainly possesses a mind by no means 
uninformed, and a species of humour; but it is exhausted by a repetition of 
the same manner, and nearly the same ideas, even to disgust. He has 
the power of rhyming ludicrously, and is sometimes even gifted with 
poetry; and finally, he is puffed up with a vanity and self-conceited impor- 
tance, almost without a parallel. This obscure man has contrived, by 
these qualikcations, to thrust himself upon the public notice, and become 
the scorn of every man of character and of virtue. Such is the blasphemy, 
such is the impiety, the obscenity, the impudence and the contempt of all 
decent respect, which pervade his numerous pamphlets in verse, that the 
reader is ill repaid by the lively sallies of humour which frequently ani- 
mate this mass of crudities. 1 form my judgment from bis works, and 
not from any acquaintance whatever with the man. Yet I hear that he 
breathes a warm constitutional spirit, because, forsooth, he has told us in 
some trumpery ode, of the necessity of a king, or a log, or a nail; after he 
has perpetually reviled and held up to scorn every master principle by 
which government and society are maintained. I will not waste a verse 
on such a character; but say honestly and plainly, that though I can often 
smile and sometimes be pleased with the humour and the manner, yet ! 
think I perceive such a rooted depravity and malignity of heart, that for; 
the consideration of bis works, I can affirm almost unequivocally of th. 
obscure man, in the words of the severest writer of antiquity, 

- Stupet hic vitiopet fibris increvit opimum 
Pingue, caret culpã, nescit quid perdat, et alto 

Demersus, summa rursum non bullit in unda.“ 

N. B. This man's works (now published) amount in value to above 
A Fuiineas 3 but we are en that a set 1 be had for Two 6U1- 
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Go then and view, since clos'd his cloister'd day, 
The self- supported melancholy Gray: 
Dark was his morn of life, and bleak the spring, 
Without one fost'ring ray from Britain's king. n 
Granta's dull abbots cast a side-long glance, 


And Levite gownsmen hugg'd their ignorance. 
With his high spirit strove the master bard, 

And was his own exceeding great reward ; * 

Years without hope in tardy progress pass, 

Till some few grains yet ling'ring in his glass, 
He rose late-headed by patrician care, ? 59 
Though private friendship help'd him to the chair. 


NEAS AND A HALF IN QUARTO, or for TWO GUINEAS in four volumes 
octavo J.., What an inducement to a purchaser! (1794). Posterity (if 
it can be supposed that such trash should exist) will be astonished, that 
the present age could look with patience on such malignant ribaldry. I 
am very sorry, that Mr. Roscoe in his admirable life of Lorenzo de Me- 
et 1 dici, and The British Critic, (I suppose inadvertently) should give any 
bom portion of it the slightest approbation. For shame! Non Bæc in federa ! 
this (1796.) 

n This character of Mr. Grar is drawn from the consideration of his 
Memoirs and Letters, published by Mr. Mason. 

nn If I have read Mr. Gray's Letters rightly, I believe he neither 
sought nor wished for royal favour. I wish however, that it had been 
offered to the first poet and the first scholar of the age. 

o SI am thy exceeding great reward.“ Genesis, chap. xv. ver. I. 

p He was appointed Professor of Modern History in the University 
of Cambridge, late in life, by the Duke of GrarTon the Chancellor, at 


32 J 


Saw you not Mason stand with down- cast eye, 


While great Augustus pass'd unconscious by ? br 

Till wrapt in terrorsſof avenging night, 

He starts Macgreggor 4 with dilated might. 
Have you not seen neglected Penrose bloom, 

Then sink unhonour'd in a village tomb ? 


— * 


8 
— * * * 1 


— 


the particular recommendation (as it was strongly believed) of Mr. 
SroxEUEWER. ; 

pp The discernment of his Majesty GEzorRGEe The TrinD in poeti- 
cal merit, is acknowledged in the patronage of Dr. Beattie, author of The 
Minstrel, and of Mr. Cowper, author of The Task. Mr. Mason must 
have been overlooked for a particular reason. I shrewdly suspect that 
Mr. Stonehewer (the common friend of Mr. Gray and Mr. Mason) could 
account for it. (1794+) 

q See the Heroic Epistle to Sir William Chambers, and the Heroic 
Postscript to the Public, by Malcolm Macgreggor, Esq. A friend of 
mine bas assured me that I am wrong in this conjecturez and I must own 
that the Epistle to Sbebbeare, and the Dean and the Squire, attributed to 
the same author, have some what diminiabed, but not destroyed, my con- 
fidenee in its probability.“ The abilities of great men are generally ver- 
satile. But as I have written the lines, they shall continue to stand as x 
tribute of gratitude to a man, from whose acknowledged poetry I confess 
myself to have received much delight. The strains of Muszus and thc 
Druid minstrells bave still their charms, and he must have cold feeling- 
who cannot be moved by the simplicity of Elfrida. The Englisb Garden, 
though with a few faults, deserves the thanks of every admirer of ou: 
national taste. (1794+) See the Fourth Dialogue of the P. of L. (1798.) 

r See the Flights of Fancy, 4to, by Thomas Penrose, curate oi 
Newbury, Perks. The names of the poems alluded to are these, The Hel. 


* The papers of the late Lord Orford, (Horace Walpole) may poss1- 
bly throw some light on this subject. (1798.) 


C53 ] 
Content a Curate's humble path he trod, 
Now, with the poor in spirit, rests with Gop. 


To worth untitled would your fancy turn? 
The Muse all friendless wept o'er Mickle's urn: 70 
Mickle, * who bade the strong poetic tide 


Roll o'er Britannia's shores in Lusitanian pride. 


AUTHOR. 

Then I must suit the temper of these times, 
Degraded now to mere historic rhymes; 
And last be hail'd in some sagacious page, 

The finest, brightest poet of the age, 

And that with grave solemnity so sad, 

Faith, 'tis enough to make poor Hayley mad, 
No: though in vain I may attempt to please, 

IU write with learning what I think with ease. 80 


mets, The Carousal of Odin, and Madness.-—He published these himself, 
and no more; and 1 speak of these. No author should be judged for 
posthumous works, publisbed by friends, except he ordered them to be | 
published after his decease. 1 
s WiIITIAM Jurtus MickLE, a man of genius, and of great poet- 
ical powers. He translated the Lusiad of Camoens in a free paraphrastic | 
manner, but with the spirit of an original poet. I never could account | \ 
tor the neglect of so very poetical a work. | the <1 1 
t Hayley. —Piger scribendi ferre laborem, 


Scribendi rect, nam ut multum nil moror. * 


*— — 
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What?....from the Muse, by cryptogamic stealth 
Must I purloin her native sterling wealth? 


Me ti 


—_— — „ 1 — _—_— — — — mn. 


The notes which Mr. Hayley, who is a very ingenious man and a pleas- 
ing scholar, has written on his various poems are very amusing, and not 
unfrequently afford much instruction. Had he but learned the art of 
blotting, he might possibly have attained considerable eminence, and 
preserved it. But as he is in general too feeble, tedious, and insufferably 
prolix, (une boutique de verbiage) consequently, &c. &c. See Horace, 
who has pronounced an irreversible sentence on all such persons stiling 
themselves poets, boweder voluminous their works may be. 

See the Botanic Garden and the Loves of the Plants, by Dr. Dar- 
win. I with men would peruse the treatise de Causis Corrupte Eloguen- 


| tie,* before they attempt by prettinesses, glittering words, points, con- 


ceits, and forced thoughts, to sacrifice propriety and just imagery to the 
rage of mere novelty, This will always be the case, when writers in 
prose, or verse (if I may be allowed to use Sancho's phrase a little meta- 
phorically) „want better bread than is made of wheat.” Modern ear: 
are .absolutely debauched by such poetry as Dr. Darwin's, which marks 
the decline of simplicity and true taste in this country. It is to England, 
what Seneca's prose was to Rome. Abundat dulcibus vitits,} Dryden 
and Pope are the standards of excellence in this species of writing in our 
language; and when young minds are rightly instituted in their works, 
they may, without much danger, read such glittering verses as Dr. Dar- 
win's. They will then perceive the distortion of the sentiment, and the 
harlotry of the ornaments. It would also be a happy thing for all natural- 
ists, whether poets or writers in prose, if they would in the words of a 
true poet, © Look through nature up to Nature's God!” Dr. Darwin is 
certainly a man of great fancy; but I will not cease to repeat, that good 
writing and good poetry require something more. 


ä _—_— —_ 
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Printed at the end of Tacitus, under the title“ Dialogus de Ora- 
« toribus,” one of the most finished treatises of antiquity. 
tf Quintil. lib. 10. c. 1. 
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In filmy, gawzy, gossamery lines, 

With lucid language, and most dark designs, 

In sweet tetrandryan, monogynian strains, 

Pant for a pystill in botanic pains; 

On the luxurious lap of Flora thrown, 

On beds of yielding vegetable down, 

Raise lust in pinks; and with unhallow'd fire 

Bid the soft virgin violet expire? * | 90 
Is it for me to creep, or soar, or doze, 

In modish song, or fashionable prose?“ 

To pen with garreteers obscure and shabby, 

Inscriptive nonsense in a fancied Abbey; 

Or some Warkworthian hermit tale indite, 


Such ditties as our gossip spinsters write ? 


8 n= 


Ov yoap 5v pb0010; HET 26 
Awpa Juouaxyre Moan 
To 'F1TvX,0v7i Hie. 
x I would just hint that it is a matter of some curiosity to me to 
conceive, how young ladies are instructed in the terms of botany, which 


are very Significant. 
y I allude to the poising of sentences, their triads, and other arti- 


ficial divisions of modern prose, by which the whole simplicity and natu - 


ral dignity of our English style is abandoned and lost. 
z Such trash as a vile pamphlet called Kilkhampton Abbey, c. Cr. 
Sc. in short, the whole mugitus lalyrintbi. Every age produces similar 


trash, and this name serves as well as any other to mark my meaning in 
this place. 


— 
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= Or must I tempt some Novel's lulling theme, = 1 
| Bid the bright eye o'er. Celestina * stream; = < 
[| * | 55 3 wy” - 
f 22 Put for almost any modern novel. Mrs. Charlotte Smith, Mrs. 
i Inchbald, Mrs. Mary Robinson, Mrs. &c. &c. though all of them art 
} very ingenious ladies, yet they are too frequently whining or frisking in Y 
| novels, till our girls“ heads turn wild with impossible adventures, aud 1 
1 now and then are tainted with democracy. - Not so the mighty magician T 
| of THE MySTER1ES oF UboLPno,* bred and nourished by the Floren- ; 
| tine Muses in their sacred solitary caverns, amid the paler shrines of : k 
1 Gothic superstition, and in all the dreariness of inchantment: à poetas“ 
| | whom Ariosto would with rapture have acknowledged, as the 3 3 
. . La nudrita | ; th: 
1 | Damigella Trivulzia AL $ACRo SECO. O. F. c. 46. (1796.) ; | 7 
| I would say a word on Romances or novels. No man of genius or —_ 
# judgment ever despised or neglected the great masters in this useful and BW 9 
I} alluring species of writing, beginning with the Odyssey of Homer. No it 
| works can be read with more delight and advantage, when they are * or 
| selected with discrimination. They animate and improve the mind. is 
| | Every person should be well acquainted wvith the whole of Cervantes, of MW wh 
i Le Sage's unequalled and unrivalled Gil Blas, and of Tom Jones, (that : has 
if great comic Epic poem) by Fielding. These perhaps are all, which it 75 Mr 
1 is necessary to read. They afford illustration to every event of life. Vr 
i From these, with great caution, we must pass to later writers. Smollet 1 
had much penetration, but is frequently too vulgar to please; but his 7 
"if knowledge of men and manners is unquestionable. Of Sterne and Rous- asc 
it | seau it is difficult to speak without being misunderstood ; yet it is impos- TC 
| ; sible to deny the praise of wit and originality to Yorick, or of captivating wit] 
| eloquence to the philosopher of vanity. Their imitators are below notice. MW this 
I never read the Eloisa without the pathetic exclamation of Dante. _ obs: 
Per pid fate gli occhi ci s0spinse =__— 
Quella Jettura, et scolorocci il viso; _ -— 
— — — — — — — — — ——_ 2 
* Mrs. ANNE RADCLIFFL, wor 


$91 
With fabled knights, and tales of slighted love, 
Such as our Spanish Cato“ might approve? 100 


— a 


LE 


Ma solo un punto fu, quel che ci vinse. 
Quando leggemmo, cominciai, Abi lusso, 
Dyanti dolci pensier, quanto desio | 
Mens costoro al doloroso passs !* 


bd * 
— — 


The Eloisa is a very dangerous book, in its commencement, and I would 
particularly warn young persons to avoid it. But as it is now beyond | 
the reach of any control, and as the character of the author is now fully nl | 
understood, its power of doing harm is considerably diminished. But to 
extract good out of evil, I must observe, it is some comfort to think, 


- See" 


that, (as the book is so much read and cannot be $1ppressed,) the result | 
from the perusal of the whole taken together is this, namely that herpetual | 
uneasiness, disquietude, and irreversible misery, are the certain conse- #1 
quences of vice or of fatal misconduct in any woman however gifted, or, as 
it appears, bowever reclaimed. It is difficult, I think impossible, ro deny | | 
or disprove this; but I still wish the novel had never been written. | 
Let us then turn to Clarissa, the work cf a man of virtue and genius, | 
which is too celebrated for any additional praise. Mrs. Charlotte Smith q | 
has great poetical powers, and a pathos which commands attention. | | 
Much knowledge of life and ingenuity are seen in Miss Burney, now 

Mrs. D'Arblay; but her propensity to high colouring and broad farce 
have lessened the effect of her works. It is a fatal error in this species 41 
of writing to overstep the boundaries of nature and real life. I cannot 
descend among all the modern farrago of novels, which are too often Mil s 
« receipts to wake .... 8.“ Yet I could sclect a few, which have merit, 1 
with great pleasure, if it were not foreign to my purpose to enlarge on At 
this topic. I cannot however refrain from giving a just and sensible vt 
observation from the latest writer on this subject, in his view of Ro- 0 
mance;f an Essay composcd rather hastily, and perhaps inaccurately, 
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works in 1797. page 92. 
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In Travels for the Heart,“ and not the head, 
From post to pillar, and from board to bed, 
Through climes of various woe the pilgrim lead, 
Till Charlotte droops, and master misses bleed. 


OCTAVIUS. 


If these disgust, to serious cares attend, 
And make serene Philosophy your friend. 
Pen some choice Fragment“ in the genuine taste, 
Each pow'r combin'd of wit and learning waste; 


_ in 
but with all the power of pleasing and happy facility of writing so con- ty 
spicuous throughout his works. Dr. Moore thus expresses himself 
© Modern romances and novels are, or ought to be, a representation Ot | / 
« life and manners in the country where the scene is placed. Had work 
« of this nature existed in the flourishing ages of the Greek and Roman 
« Republics, and had some of the best of them been preserved, how of 
« infinitely would they be relished at present! as they would give a much BW pro 
© more satisfactory picture of private and domestic life than is found in 3 = 2. / 
& history, which dwells chiefly on war and affairs of state.“ (1796.) _ Þca] 
a The late venerable Earl Camden (once Lord High Chancellor of ; in 1 
England, a character of dignity, ability, learning and independence, ) i, | EY 
Said to have learned Spanish very late in life, to read the romances in Bed 
that language, having exhausted those written in English, French and posa 
Italian. All the world knows that Cato learned Greek, at sixty years t f bos 
age, to read the romances in that tongue. _ ith 
b All such works as abound in what is called in modern jargon, the 
The zublime instinct of sent iment. 5595 
c Alluding to the swarm of free thinking and e pam- writi 


phlets with which the public have been pestered. It is hoped chat the 
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Smart and concise, with deepest meaning fraught, 
Neat be the types, and the vignettes high wrought; | 
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interference of the legislature and the constitutional exertions of private 
societies have either lessened their number, or deprived them of their 
malignant intentions. The time for discrimination seems to be come. (| 
Toleration is fully granted to all opinions, subject to the control of the 
legislature after their publication, in the open courts of law by the verdict 
of a jury, in which true liberty consists. Good order and just authority 
must be maintained with vigour and decision. 

But Ax is chiefly to be consulted, who, if I may be allowed to use the 
language a little metaphorically, bath stood between the dead and the liv- 
ing, and #ayed the plague, ED MUND Buxxkt; greater and brighter in 
the decline than in the noon day of his life and vigour. It would be almost 
an injury to name the works whereof all Europe rings; but to his coun- 
trymen they speak with a force not to be resisted. 
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1 OMNES 
= Admonet, et MAGNA testatur voc per umbras, | 

. DrsctiT8 JUSTITIAM MONITI, ET NON TEMNERE DTros. (1794) 
5 : Indeed on a second consideration I think it right to name these works 
| = of Mr. Burke. 1. Reflections on the Revolution in France, and on the 
proceedings in certain societies in London relative to that event (1799) 
. A Letter to a member of the National assembly (1791.) 3. An Ap- 

=_ pc! from the New to the Old Whigs in consequence of some discussions 
t ; in Parhamant relative to the reflections on the French Revolution (1791.) 
s „ A Letter on the Attack made on him in the H. of L. by the Duke of 
n RS Bedford and the Earl of Lauderdale (1796.). 5. Two Letters on the pro- 
4 RY posals for Peace with the Regicide Directory of France (1796.) 6. 
X RE (Pothumous in 1797,) Letters on the Conduct of our domestic Parties 

| = with regard to French Politics, including observations on the Conduct of 
15 5 the Minority in the Session of 1793. 7. Memorials on French affairs, 


1791, 92, and 93... N. B. The remainder of Mr. Burke's posthumous 
writings may be expected from the exemplary zeal and honourable atten- 
tion of his executors, Dr. Laurence and Dr. King. “ Sunt adhuc curæ 
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With frontispiece to catch the gazer's eye, 
Treason, the pile; the basis blasphemy; < 
Free from dull order, decency, and rule, 


With dogmas fresh from the Sans Souci school; ; 
With definitions vague and terms mysterious, = : 
Seeming humility, but tone imperions, = 
Mankind's meek friend, and Nature's gentle Sage, : 
The Priest of Reason in her chosen age; n 
* 10 5 £1 5 
hominibus fules et offcium; sunt quidefunctorum quoque amicos agant.“ 5 $ a 
Plin. Ep. (1797+)... W hoever warns the living against a mortal distem- : F 
per, or shews the cause of it, and the mode of prevention, and the f ö 
remedy, may be said to stand as a guardian angel, between the dead a:.: ti 
the living. In this sense, Epmunn Burke stayed the plague, bj? bþ 
masterly, vigorous, and formidable exposure, to the kingdoms of Grea: it 
Britain and Ireland, of the modern French principles and national desola- 5 | A 
tion, in all the fulness of their deformity, and in the terrors of their opera- Ml SU 
tion. The spear of Ithuriel discovered and displayed Satan in his proper : aj 
shape. 2 SL 
cc The basis, blaspbemy....This is the progress of modern Republi- h. 
canis. The dissolution or rejection of all religious principle prepare 1 
the mind for breaking every bond of established government, however 2 
just or reasonable, to introduce into practice some new theory of general 8 
good: so very general, as to have nothing to do with the good of e 5 
individual. For the nature of this EWE «AL 600D consult the national la 
Assembly and Convention of France: Agri, edificia, loca, possess1one 3, 2 E 
«(-@\um ei mare pretermiscriunt, cetera complexi sunt) publice das Wi 
„ az$1GNATA, vendita!“ Cic. de Leg. Agri Orat. 3... Mirabeau beg Wl th 
with these memorable words: © Si vous voulez une REYOLUTION, il taut | 83 


commencer par decatholiciser la France.“ 
d One of the most extraordinary treatises of this kind, is a work 
in French, intitled, „ Tux Ruins: or a Meditation on the Revolution o/ 


E 1 1 


Then bending low, with equal reverence search 
The storied portico, and sainted church, 120 


— 


« Empires by Mr. Voiney, Deputy to the National Assembly in 1789.“ 
It is written with some spirit, and not without eloquence in some parts, 
and abounds with what is now called Philosopby, The intent of this book 
is to attack every principle of religion in the heart, even the principles of 
the religion now termed natural. Mr. Volney wishes to convince man- 
kind, that every pretence to revelation, in every age and in every country, 
is equally false and equally unfounded; and by a jargon of language, and 
antiquity, and mythology, and philosophy, be labours to confound and 
blend them all in uncertain tradition and astronomical allusions. And 
all this is atteinpted to be done, that the world may be prepared for the 
French Revolution, and the principles on which it was effected. In this 
point he 5cems to act not without reason, as the principles of this revolu- 
tion are laid in the rejection of all religion, and were so from the very 
beginning of it; though we may be surprised when we are assured, that 
it is “ An age of DELIVERANCE for @ great people and OF ROPE FOR 
ALL THE FARTH!!” p. 88.“ The real ignorance of this man, on the 
subject of true religion, is as conspicuous as the puny literature which 
appears to support his strange doctrines and foolish opinions. Upon the 
subject of what he calls the Filiation of religions, (for the French must 
have their new jargon of words in every subject) he says, We acknow- 
edge in one word, that all tbe theological doctrines on the origin of the 
© world, on the nature of God, on the revelation of his laws, and the 
© appearance of his person, are nothing more than recitals of astronomical 
* facts, and figurative and emblematical stories of the play of the constel- 
lations 11!” (du jeu des canstellat ions.) p. 167. I cannot but acknow- 
ledge the superstition and credulity of mankind in many parts of the 
world; but what Mr. Volney would impose upon us, for the truth, exceeds 
the bounds of any credulity ever yet required. Then he introduces the 
oystems of idolatry, the worship of the stars, the two principles of dualism 


_—_—_— 
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* I refer to the pages of the French original. 
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Till, whcedling round with metaphysic art, 


You steal Religion from the unguarded heart, 


And in the see-saw undulating play, 


| The moral chorus dies in words away. 
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(a little more French jargon) the monde anim# and the monde machine, 
Moses, Zoroaster, Confucius, and Brama: and last comes Christianity. The 
| chapter on this subject is the strangest of all, for he declares that cs. 
| TIANITY consists in the allegorical worsbip of the Sun under the cabalis- 
| tical names of Chris-en, or Yes-us or Jesus!! © Christianisme ou culte 
| | &« allegorique du Soleil, sous les noms cabalistiques de Chris-en ou Yes-us 


14 « ou Jesus 111” And this is a formidable opponent! this is one of the 1 
lll guides to whom we are to give up our prejudices! Read any one of the r 
1 four Evangelists and give your answer. The impudence of Mr. Volney 5 
i" is at least equal to any other power he possesses, for he requires of his reader | 
I only the surrender of his common sense, and common understanding, and | 1 
ll the common principles of any knowledge. Yet he demands the admis- 2 
ll Sion of all bis allegories and mystical meanings, (of, which, in the true 5 
lil French stile, no doubt is to be entertained,) and then the world is to be # 
| | emancipated and delivered. From what? From credulity and supersti- fo 
| | tion. Q. E. D. Upon this Mr. Volney observes, the priests murmur, I 4 
|| think the laity will at least do as much, at the words of this apostle of J; 
l} nonsense, blasphemy, folly, and—the rights of mankind, which the French p 
| never fail to introduce, when they have laid them all prostrate, civil, 4 
| moral and mental. This is but a specimen of such writers to whom we v 
il are to bow as the deliverers of mankind from superstition, and the direc- >: 
1 tors of our minds in the ways of truth. Professing themselves wise they 80 
. are become fpols l. The best men are indeed convinced, that the ways and 4 
| | works of Providence are inscrutable, and the nature of Gop incompre- 4 
5 hensible; and they lament their own insufficlency. Yet they feel them. 
[! selves bound by the laws of reasoning, and of the specific evidence in 


every great question divine aud human. They are best prepared to ac 
knowledge the depth and beight of eternal wisdom and mercy, and the 


| 
| 
| 
4 
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Thence careless saunt'ring in Vacuna's vale, 
Tune to your listless lyre some crazy tale;* 
Dash for applause, nor seek a poet's name, 
Content with scribbling and ambiguous fame, 
From laws of metre free (which idly serve 
To curb strong genius and its swelling nerve,) 130 
In verse half veil'd raise titillating lust, 


Like girls that deck with flowers Priapus' bust.“ 


difficulties of attaining to this knowledge. They assent to the words of 
a man of no vulgar erudition“ or mediocrity of talents, when he declares, 
« Quantis suspiriis et gemitibus fiat, ut quantulacungue ex parte possit 
« intelligi DE Us“. . Before I close this note, I cannot help reminding. 
not informing, every reader, that even Tacitus, (the favourite author of 
many free-thinkers, though I know not why) has borne testimony to the 
existence and last sufferings of Fzsus Currsr, under the procurator 
Pontius Pilate, in the reign of Tiberius. “ Auctor nominis ejus Cuxts- 
« Tvs, qui Tiberio imperitante, per procuratorem Pontium Pilatum, 
e zupplicio affectus erat.” Annal. 15. S. 44. Let we are assured, with 
an effrontery without a parallel, that Cxr1s7, or Cbris-en is only a caba- 
listical name of the Sun. So is the name of Cæsar, of Socrates, or of 
Plato. Are we not asbamed of listening to such writers as Mr. Volney, 
who addresses us so unworthily? Yet this is the manner in which Mr. 
Volney, and such as Mr. Volney, treat the whole human race, men and 
women, learned and unlearned. The general character of all these 
writers may be expressed in language at once aw ful and true: * Non est 
aqui judicat vere; confidunt in nibilo, loquuntur vanitates; conceperiuti 
« laborem, pepererunt iniquitctem.” | 

f See Crazy Tales, &c. and the whole school of La Fontaine, 

g Sce ANGELICA KAUFFMAN's elegant print; but it is to be remem- 
bered that the subject is purely classical. N. B. A friend of mine would 


Augustinus. 
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Go turn to Madan, and in Gospel truth, 


1 


inst upon my perusing a long disquisition in quarto, ov Tar Vo N 
of P#14PUS, (printed in 1786) with numerous and most disgusting plates. 
It has not been published but distributed liberally,* without any injunc- 
tion of secrecy, to the emeriti in speculative Priapism, as one would think. 
As I hope the treatise may be forgotten I shall not name the authort, but 
observe that all the ordure and filth, all the antique pictures, and all the 
representations of the generative organs, in their most odious and degra- 
ding protrusion, have been raked together and copulated (for no other 
idea seems to be in the mind of the author) and copulated, I say, with a 
new species of blasphemy. Such are, what I would call, the records of 
the stews and bordellos of Grecian and Roman antiquity, exhibited for 
the recreation of antiquaries, and the obscene revellings of Greek scho)- 
lars in their private studdies. Surely this is to dwell mentally in lust and 
darkness in the loathsome and polluted chamber at Caprez. Essays on 


i. e. By the Dilettanti Society. The solemuity with which the 
Dilettanti meet and present their valuable works to the chosen few, and 
the inscription in the blank leaf of each book, are rather ludicrous. The 
President (of the day) is invested with a Roman Toga in a sort of con- 
sular pomp. Before the vote for printing Mr. s Priapus had 
passed, I should have said with Roman sternness, had I been present, 1 
lictor, colliga manus. This Roman farce would (and perhaps may) form 
the subject of a legitimate Satire, (1796.) The Dilettanti Society bes: 
know what emblem, modelled in wax, is laid upon their table at their 
sole mn meetings. 


Grace 
Discumbant; nec velari PICTURA jubetur: 
Forsitan expects, ut Gaditana canoro 
Incipiat prurire choro.” | Juv. 
+ The author afterwards named himself, and was very angry with ms 
without any reason. I only did my duty to the public.—Sce P. of J. 
Dial. 2. v. 57. (Added August, 1797.) 


{ Liv. Lib. 1. C. 26. 


* 1 


And Thelypthoric ® lore instruct our youth: 


Some plain positions lay, as simply thus ; 


Marriage consists in.....actu chitils 


Laymen may have ten wives; poor priests but one: 


Then growl at British laws in surly tone, 
That “loving man must grind with loving wife 
In mold asinarid, during life.“ 140 


With Thickness © give some useful Hints for Health, | 


For public good, though not for private wealth; 


* 


— — 


Landscape and Gardening may, 1 hope, purify the mind: and as the au- 
thor is conversant with Greek writers and is now at à certain time of life, 
I recommend to him a sentence from an author, who perhaps is not in his 
catalogue, though Mr.. ..... would be thought a philo sopher: Legia 
TþwT0y aryvn £97, ixuTas upnvixn. (1794+) 

h See a book intitled Thelypthora, or the Causes of Female ruin ; in 
3 vols. 8vos | 

i These expressions, and some that follow, are taken verbatim from 
the book itself; and yet there are persons who think that such treatises 
should be answered seriously. 

N. B. if in this and in a very few other places, I have been obliged 
to introduce expressions rather strong, I beg pardon, which will be 
granted by readers who reflect: for it is impossible to give an effectual ex- 
posure of the unwarrantable and scandalous licence of some writers with- 
out it. The following excellent words will explain my meaning: „The 
« ancient satirists often used great liberty in their expressions; but their 
freedom no more resembles this licentiousness, than the nakedness of an 
* Indian does that of a common proxtitute.”. Humz's History of England. 
vol. viii. p. 334+ (Si $ic-omnia!) 

k Mr. TnickxEss, in his Valetudinarian's Bath Guide, dedicated 
to the Earl of SnELVAURNE, now Marquis of LANSDOWNE, has these 


I 
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66 J 
Like him, to shun the cold embrace of death, 


Inhale in virgin arms ambrosial breath. 

Or from the Alps extend to Norway's rocks, 
With Switzer-Russico-Kamtschatcan Coxe, * 
Then turn full-fraught from bleak Siberia's shore, 
And leave us just as knowing as before. 

Or bound with Barrington in charming spell, 
Of Irish * trouts with gizzard stomachs tell; 150 


: 
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words; „I myself am now turned of sixty, and in general, though ] bare 
« lived in various climates, and suffered severely in body and mind, yet 
{© having always partaken of the breath of young women whenever they lay 
in my way, I feel none of those infirmities which so often strike my eye; 
&« and ears in this great city, in men much younger than myself.“ Chap. 
ter v. to which Mr. T. has put His own name, and he is rather a volumi- 
nous author. But, slas! what says a witty Italian: Bella femina che vids, 
vuol dir, borsa che piange. | 
n The Rev. WILLIAM Cox, M.A. F. R. S. &c. &c. &c. &c, &c. &c. 
&c. &c. The author is a gentleman of learning, ability and information; 
but he is too prolix and too voluminous, Composuit ocTo Volumina, 
inet magis quam ineleganter.”* A writer of Travels should tell us 
what be has seen or heard himself, and not abridge bistories of former 
times, and insert them in his book, or croud it with biographical memoir; 
of deceased great men. Travels lose their name by this method of coun 
position, and the public complain with justice of the noble art of bool. 
making. Mr. Coxe is a writer of great respectability, but my fear of his 
works passing into an example, has extorted this notice from me. I look upon 
it as a duty to the public, and to the Commonwealth of Literature. (1794. 
o This alludes to a very ingenious account transmitted to the Royal 
Society in the year 1774, of a strange fish called the Gillaroo Trout, with 


- Sueton. Claud. Sect. 41. 


1 
While o'er the bulk of these transacted deeds 


Prim Blagden pants, and damns them as he reads. 


OY —_ 


— 8 


the gizzard-like stomach. « The first time, (says the honourable Mr. 
« BARRINGTOX) Jever happened to hear of this singular fish, was from 
« an Irish Judge, who being on the Connaught Circuit, at Ballynrobe, 
« in the County of Mayo, expressed his incredulity with regard to their 
« existence; but was obliged to pay the common Irisb wager of a rump of 
« beef, and @ dozen of claret, on three or four being produced the next 
« day from a neighbouring lake.“ The honourable and ingenious Mr. B. 
next proceeds to inform the Royal Society, that these gizgard-stomachs 
are often served up at table in Ireland, (which account this R. S. swal- 
lows with as much ease as it would the tront itself;) but supposing that 
some might be inclined to doubt, he adds, „I could corroborate this fact, 
were it necessary, by the testimony of an Irisb Arebbisbob. From an 
Irih Archbishop, by an easy transition, Mr. Barrington introduces an 
English Fishmonger, and declares with great solemnity, “ I have shewn 
« the stomach to Mr. Everett of Clare Market, @ very intelligent fish- 
* monger, who declares, that though he has cut up thousands of trouts 
* and salmons, he never observed any thing similar in the inside!“ See 
(what are called) PuILOoSOo HHH, Transactions, 1774, Page 116, Euge, 
bene, recte. I cannot help saying to Mr. B. on this occasion, 


Propera stomachum laxare saginis, 
% . 
Et tua servatum consume in sæcula rhombum. 
Juv. * iv. V. 67. 


The reader will observe the rhetorical beanties in this short extract. 
Mr. B. darts from Ireland to England with incredible swiftness, from 
Ballynrobe to Clare-market; then come in long array, incredulous Irish 
judges, and rumps of beef, with dozens of claret, not tempered, I would 


zwear, with water from any trout stream. Next appear Irisb Arch. 


0isbops and INTELLIGENT English Fisbmongers, (an epithet, by the bye, he 
denies the Archbishop) and all this waste of beautiful language and deep 
research is expended to convince the Royal Society of the existence ot 


WP 
AUTHOR: 


Hear me yet once: (oh might these labgurs end, 
And I to peace and privacy descend !) 
Must I, like Chatterton, 1 that varlet bright, 


— —— 


gizzard-stomach'd trouts. Let this Royal Society not only receives al! 
this nonsensical ichthyological farrago, but selects it for publication 3; 
THEIR Councite Of Mr. Barrington's talents and erudition I could Speak, 
and have often spoken, with pleasure. But when such a learned man 
will write, and a Royal Philosophical Society will publish such stuff, fo: 
the ediſication of Europe, I think it proper to select this (from myriads 
of late similar pieces of stuff) for public notice, that men of real learn 
ing and abilities (and such I acknowledge Mr. Barrington) may be ren- 
dered cautious how they commit themselves and the socicties to which 
they belong. The Royal Society has been, and might again be, of na- 
tional utility and honour; it has my best wishes, and therefore I hay: 
written this note. (1794.)— All learned societies must now look to their 
original principles, and consider well the characters of the candidates who 
are offered for their choice, as associates. If they will not, the busts of 
Newton and of Boyle should be veiled. (1797. 

p Tt is by no meaus intimated that Doctor {I beg pardon) Sir 
CHARLES Blagden (the Secretary to the Royal Society 1794.) is given 
to profane swearing when he is tried on such occasions, but such works 


damn themselves. It cannot be otherwise, till E CouvNcii will exert son- 


discrimination, and refuse to shelter themselves under their foolish dec!..- 
ration of not answering, as a body, for the works they publish. Every 
society must be answerable for its own sense or nonsense, 48 4 BOD”. 
unless they choose to inscribe, in large gold letters, over their meeting 
room, „ Corpus SINE PECTORE.” (1794s) | 

q I draw my humble information of Chatterton from his life in th- 
New Biographia Britannica, though I cannot compliment Dr. Gregor» 
on such a meagre performance. They who have time may read Mr. Tyr:- 
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Rouse some new Rowley * from a steeple's height ? 
Like Hardwicke, * shelves with gossip volumes clog, 
Of Baby Charles, and Jemmy's slave and dog ; 

Of Lorkin's * diligence for lords' arrears, 


With trumpery notes of long forgotten peers? 160 


—_ 
_ 


whit, Mr. Bryant, Dr. Milles, Mr. Thomas Warton, and all the tribe 
of major and of minor critics (of single and of double pinks, as Mr. Sheri- 
dan says in bis CRITic) on this important subject: but I have read 
something about vite summa brevis, &c. &c. and confine myselt to the 
general view of this controversy in Mr. Mathias's candid and comprehen- 
sive Essay. 

r „ am the veriest varlet that e'er chew'd;“ says Falstaff, in 
Henry IV. Part I. Act 2.— Mr. Horact WALPOLE, now Lord Orford, 
ad not however seem to think it necessary that this variet CiHATTERTON 
Should chew at all. See the Starvation Act, dated at STRAWBERKRY HILL. 
Vide Gregory's Life as above, &c. (1796.) 

8 As to this strange subject, the worst that can be said of it is, 
% magno conatu magnas nugas;” but they are trifles rather pleasant and 
instructive. I am sure Dr. Milles proved a pleasant subject for that chef- 
ceuvre the Archeological Epistle, written by Mr. Mason. 

t See the Miscellaneous State Papers, published in 1773, by the 
ate Lord HARBWICKE, in 2 vols. 4to. Letters from Baby Charles's 
dear Dad and Gossip, James the First, and his slave and dog, Steenie 
Buckingham, &c, &c. There are however some curious and valuable 
papers in the collection. The noble editor was a man of learning. 

v Mr. Loxxin doth use miraculous diligence about your © Lord- 
* ship's arrears.” State Papers vol. I. p. 631. N. B. It often requires 
miraculous diligence, even in these days, to get at one's arrears. See Mr. 
Pitt and the Lords of the Treasury, if you can get a Sight of them. 1 
never could. | 
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Shall I new anecdotes from Darkness draw, 


| | That Strawb'ry Horace on the Hill * ne'er saw, 


| With wire-wove * bot-press'd paper's glossy glare 

1 Blind all the wise, and make the stupid stare 1 
ö ö * . - 5 | NV 
11 w The Honourable Horace Walpole, now Lord Orford; the owner 9 1 


| | af the Gothic mansion called Strawberry-Hill near Twickenham. (1796. 
x All books of all kinds are now advertised to be printed on a wire. 


Fi wove paper and hot-pressed, with cuts, down to the Philosophical Trans- \ ; 0 
ft} | | actions, (the uniformity of which work is destroyed by this folly unwor- oo 
1 g thy of such a Society) and Major RENNELL's learned Memoir on by 
0 i H indostan; as if the intention were, that they should be looked at ard 
j * not read. As to the fury for prints and cuts, the folly and rapacity for 5 4 
| 1 gain in some booksellers, have degraded many works of established fame, By * 
VN and. subjected some learned editors to unmerited ridicule. I feel for the s 
| i | injury and injustice which a Gentleman, I mean Mr. Cun1sT1an, Pro- _ = 
Il b ſessor of the Laws of England at Cambridge, and Editor of Blackstone's | 8 
Ii ö Commentaries with valuable notes and illustrations, and who has wel! 3s 
1. deserved from his profession, suffered on this occasion. It was a transac- 
||} tion shameful and unjustifiable. As to the wire-weavers or drawers of al 
Il | paper and hot-pressers, I must say to the public, in the indignant words N 

of Apuleius, . Quousque frustra pascetis ignigenos istos?“ (Apule! h. 
Metamorph. L. 7. page 157. Ed. Bipont. 1788.) Surely this Ye 1. 
must scon cease. 5 | 95 
I wish every author who prints and publishes Bis own works on | 
wire-wove paper, glazed and bot-pressed, would imitate the honesty © 4 od 
the late Sir William Chambers, Enight of the Polar Star, who says, in 7 (1 
letter to Voltaire, which accompanied his wonderful book on Orienc-' 

Gardening; © It contains (says the knight) besides a great deal of non. 0 
sense, two very pretty prints by Bartolozzi.” European Magazine for Se | l 
tember, 1793. While this note was printing, I was informed that Cox 
rPon LYTTLETON WITH HARGRAVE'S Mors, is advertising to be pub- ; 


lished on a wire-wove paper and bot-pressed. This folly, by such a pro- 


1 

Or on imperial foolscap with vignettes 

Engrave like Staunton, my Chinese Gazettes ? 
Or must I, as a wit with learned air, 

Like Doctor Dewlap, ) to Tom Payne's * repair, 

Meet Cyril Jackson“ and mild Cracherode, * 

Mid literary gods myself a god? | 170 
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ceeding, must surely sign its own death-warrant, I wish, to be sure, 
zome of our Statutes at Large could be a little wire-drawn and bot-pressed 
by a Committee of Parliamentary Printers and Compositors. 

y Put for any portly Divine, n pour la digestion, as Bruyere would 
say. The reader will supply one to his fancy. But he must not imagine, 
that I mean mere London Divines, frequenters of routs, plays, operas, 
Bond-street and Kensington Gardens, or chatterers in bookseller's shops, 
as the representatives of the British Clergy, who, as a class of men, are 
in general distinguished for litegature and philosophy, and for manners 
correspondent to their profession. 

2 Not that detestable fellow Tom Paine the Democrat, whom we 
all execrate, and who is now, with or without a head in France, I hope 
in the late fashion of that country (in 1794)—but one of the best and 
honestest men living, the very respectable Mr. Thomas Payne, Senior, to 
whom as a buokseller, learning is under considerable obligations, I 
mention this Trypbo Emeritus with great satisfaction. 

a The present Dean of Christ-church, Oxford, exemplary for his 
diligence and learning“ in our University,“ as the Dean loves to talk, 
(1794+) 

b The Reverend Ciarron CRACHERODE, M. A. Student of Christ- 
Church, Oxford, and one of the Trustees of the British Museum. A rich, 
learned, and most amiable man (to use the words of the son of Sirach) 


furnished with ability, living peaceably in his habitation.” His library 


is allowed to be the choicest in old Greek and Latin authors, of any pri- 
vate collection in this country. 
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"There make folks wer at th extent of genius = 5 


In the Greek Aldus or the Dutch Forbenius, 
And then to edify their learned souls, 


Quote pleasaunt sayings from The sbippe of Poles. 
Hold! cries Tom Payne, that margin let me measure, 


9 


And rate the separate value of each treasure. 
Eager they gaze: Well Sirs, the feat is done; 


« Cracherode's Pot#te Principes © have won:” 

In silent exultation down he sits, 

'Mong well be-Chaucer'd Winkyn-Wordian wits. 
Or shall I thence by mock-appointment stop, 181 


A eo pm wot. 2 3 


And joke with Bryant at his Elmsly's shop? | 
And hear it whisper'd, while I'm wondrous pliant, 1 — 
"Twas Doctor Derolap spoke to Mister BRIAN. 

OCTAVIUS. W » 


How just was he, who in this sapient age, Wc 
When learning's varied cares the mind engage, 


cc The famous edition, by H. Stephens, of the principal Greek 
poets, called Poete Greci Frincipes. All literary men, from the little 
Reverend Bibliopolish DR. Gos sET, well known at sales, to the humblest 
collector, understand this farce of margin- measuring, and the my of it. 
(See also P. of L. Dialogue 4.) 

d. When I name Mr. Bryant, it is a sufficient eulogy. But see 
more in the Second Dialogue of this poem. 


— 


L v3 1 
Stood up self- taught, and in mankind's defence 


Pray'd for professors of plain common sense. 
But say, what think you of the tragic stage? d 


AUTHOR. 


No., you'll excuse me there, I know this age. 
What from the French *© Aristotelian school, 191 
Must I plan tragedies by line and rule; | 
To the high Gods address my first appeal, 

Then bid the press my hidden worth reveal, 
While round my temples many a tendril plays 
Of owlish ivy with the Mzvian bays; 


dd As to the modern comedies of the day by Mr Reynolds, and the 
rapid School, they are below criticism. Farce and O'Keefe have seized 
upon the stage. The players and 1, thank Heaven, are no friends.” 
(1797.) I wisb our present writers would consider with attention the 
emphatic words of the Duke of Buckingham in his essay on Poetry. 


« But to write plays! why, 'tis a bold pretence 

© te judgment, breeding, wit, and eloquence ; 

« Nay more; for they must look within, to find 

% Those secret turns of nature in the mind: &c. &c. Kc. 


The author of The Heiress remembered this. It is the production of a 
man of fashion, delicacy, wit, and judgment. 

e There are some deep critics who read Aristotle in French and 
quote him in Greek... I know not what to say now: the French have 
proscribed Corneille, Racine, &c. 
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And close in mournful pomp the tragic rear, 
Though Jephson © scarce can gain the public ear, 


OCTAVIUS. 


- Still there are works which lead to sure renown. 
In the lay habit or the sacred gown ; 200 
Will stamp your credit at an easy price, 
Learn'd and ingenious, Tor a Vir Clariss: 

Take Markham's Armorie, John Taylor's Sculler,' 


Or Sir Giles Goosecap, , or proverbial Fuller: 


hm enmct 
— © 


cc Fepbson ., Author of Braganza, The Count of Narbonne, &c. 
My wish is, 
Grande munus 
Cecropio REPETAT cothurno.“ 
but no more dull Roman Portraits in 4to. 

d Any person who communicates even a single note, however silly 
or whimsical, to the modern editors of Shakspeare, is stiled the learned 
and ingenious Mr. two stars““: the title of Vir CLARBRISSIMUS is appro- 
priated to the commentators on the Greek and Roman Classics, and often 
with the same propriety. 

e The names of some few books of that vast system of coglionc rie, 
or Gorgeous Gallery of gallant Inventions, which is called forth to illustrate 
our old dramatic writers. It is high time that the reader of sense should 
see what may be called in the old language, THE UNTRUSSING Gr 
THESE HUMOROUS CRITICS.” namely the Commentators on Shakspeare. 
from George Steevens, Esq. downwards. 

Ces propos, diras tu, sont bons dans la Satire, 
« Pour Egayer d' abord un lecteur qui veut rire : 


* Hor. Lib. 2. Od. I. V. II. 


E 
With Upton, Fabell, Dodypoll the nice, 
Of Gibbe our cat, White Devils, or M Old Vice; 


« Mais il faut les prouver. En forme. ]'y consens. 
« Repons mois donc, Docteur, et mets toi sur les bancs. 
„ Qu'xSsT CK qp' UN COMMENTATEUR *”'* 


What is a Shakspearean Commentator? a specimen of the notes will 
best explain the name, dignity, and import I shall therefore begin. 
The extracts will be as plenty (and as valuable) as blackberries; though 
I do not give my reasons upon compulsion. Sir John Falstaff's advice is 
good. 

The first chapter of Morkbam's Boote of Armorie is intitled, “ The 
« difference between Charles and Gentle man; “ and it ends thus: “ From the 
« offspring of Gentlemanly Faphet came Abraham, Moses, Aaron and the 
Prophets, c. Cc; also the King of the right line of Mary, of whom 
that only absolute Gentleman Jesus was born, gentleman by his mother 
« Mary, Princesse of coat armour, &c.“ ...... Reader, Mr. Steevens and 
Dr. Farmer will tell you © all this is so, and QUOTED too, Hen. V. vol. 
ix. p. 441, edit. 1793; though you may begin wich a staring doubt. 

f John Taylor thus dedicates his Sculler ; “ To the whole Kennel of 
« Antichrist's Hounds, Priests, Friars, Monks, and Jesuits, Mastiffs, 
© Mongrels, Islands, and Bloodhounds, Bob-tail'd Tykes.“ &c. &c. Kc 

g Old plays intitled, “ Sir Giles Goosecap, Banks's Bay Horse ia a 
Trance, Pierce Pennyless's * Supplication to the Devil, Webster's White 
Devil, The Merry Devil of Edmonton, &c. &c. &c.; in short, taute la 
© diablerie dramatique.” 

h Of Gibbe our Cat... Falstaff says, (I am as melancholy as a CGipnx 
„Car.“ H. IV. p. 1. a. 1. sc. 2. On this the commentators are right 
pleasant. Dr. Johnson begins, A Gibbe cat means, 1 know not why, an 
* old cat.” Dr. Percy informs us next, that a Gib- cat in Northampton- 
$hire, means a He-cat, which in some parts of England is called a ram-cat, 
and in Shropshire a tub-cat. Then follow other wise critics, and last 
of all appears Mr. Thomas Warton, who brings a train of authorities on 
this important question, she wing bow Gib is short for Gilbert, and Ti6 for 


* Boileau sat. 8. 
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Then lead your readers many a precious dance, 
Cap'ring with Banks's Bay Horse in a Trance 
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Tiber;; how Jack is appropriated to a horse, and Tom to a pigeon: how 
Chaucer, in his Romaunt de la Rose, mentions Gibbe our Cat, to which 
Tis was synonimous, as it is at this day; bow we read in Grammar Gus 
tons Needle (which is a right pleasant, witty and merry comedy, written 
by Mr. S. Master of Arts) viz. © Hath no man stolen her ducks, or 
gelded GinBt her cat!” Upon which Mr. Warton very gravely observe 
* the composure of a cat, is almost characteristic, and I know not, (sec 
„% Dr. Johnson's words above) whether there is not a superior solemnity 
* in the gravity of a HE Cat.” Mr. Steevens says, © A Gi Cat is a 
cat qualified for the Seraglio, * for all animals so mutilated become drowsy 
© or melancholy.” Mr. Warton and Mr. Steevens have left it a matter 


of doubt whether their own drowsiness and gravity, and that of their 


brother-commentators, was in consequence of &c. &c. &c. (See Abul- 
Pharagi's great Babylonish chapter, © De Semiramide, Sapientibus eius 
et Eunuchis, &c.“ To be ſure they do sympathize with Grammar Gurton, 
and her poor unfortunate Gibbe- cat. For my own part, I neither can, 
nor (if I could) would I decide this momentous question ; and will only 
add, (without being in the least melancholy or drowsy myself) in the word: 
of an author who imparted a manly vigour to the Roman muse, roh ia 
«* que maribius tribuuntur, macula dicas.“ 

hh OLD Vice was a personage very frequent in our ancient come 
dies. I beg leave to present my reader with a part, (and a very shor 
part) of Mr. Upton's account of him. „Old Vice was a droll character 
« in our old plays, accoutred with a long coat, a cap, a pair of asses cars, 
and a dagger of lath. This buffoon character was used to make fun 2010 
the devil, and he had several trite expressions, as, I'll be with you in 
a trice—ah-hah, boy, are you there? &c. and this was great cn 
tainment to the audience to see their old enemy so belaboured in eflig\= 
Vice seems to be an abbreviation of Vice-devil, as Vice-roy, Vice-doge, &c. 
and THEREFORE called very properly TE Vice, He makes very tre: 
with his master like most other Vice-roys or Prime-minister, $0 THAT 
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The Housewife's Jewel read with care exact 
7 


Wit from old Books of Cookery extract: 210 


Thoughts to stew'd prunes and kissing comfits suit, 
Or the potatoe, * vigour stirring root: 


** 


« it is which makes him $0 saucy.“ Extract from Mr. Upton's note on 
Richard III. Act iti. sc. 1. N. B. I make no doubt but the reader will 
observe the beautiful compliment to monarchy and aristocracy most logi- 
cally deduced. This personage has been much patronized of late in 
France, where every species of Frce, old or new, is exercised and uscd 
without any abbreviation, to speak with Mr. Upton. | 
i Books of Cookery, I am afraid that these extracts will prove what 1 | 
Decker, in his Gul's Horn5ook, calls, + The sinful Suburbs of Cookery." | 
Mr. Collins, (in his Por AToOk-note, at the end of Troilus and Cressida) 4 
extracts without a blush, from the Good Housewife's Jewel, a receipt with | 1 


| 
« he is the devil's Vice or Prime- minister. And, (adds Mr. Upton) this | 

* 

| 

; 


\ 8 all the ingredients 41 FULL LENGTH, To make à tart that is a COURAGE 
| , man or woman.” And this is but a specimen. 


Non more probo; cum carmina lumbum | 
Intrant, et tremulo scalpuntur ubi intima versu.“ | 


k The commentators on Shakspeare are peculiarly, and even zea- 
lously, studious in minutely explaining and declaring all the various modes | 
and receipts which the age of the Virgin Queen afforded or recommended | 
lor the service of the Queen of Love and soft desire. Whole pages are abso- | 
lutely filled with venereal provocatives, with the power of kissing comfits, | 
te wed prunes, the virtues of potatoes, eringo root, &c. &c. Must these com- | 
ments be stiled the . Pauca suo Gallo quæ vel legat ipsa Lycoris?“ f 1 | 
zometimes doubt what book 1 have in my hand. I hese fair editors give Ii 
all they can, nor let us dream the rest. Mr. Steevens in his advertise- 
ment to the edition of Shakspeare in 1778, zeems to have bad his scruples ; 
on the subject of these pious prunes, aud virtuous bulbs; “Such (says 1 


7 | Pers. Sat. 1. v. 20. + Virg. Ecl. 10. v. 2. 


Dr 2G ARTIE,» 4s P15 OS Abi < » nee _ — el rere 


(7 1 


And then returning from that antique waste, 


Be hail'd by Parr, rug 6vipz or ruBLIC TASTE. 


__—— tl 
— 
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he) as would be acquainted with the propriety of Falstaff's allusion to 
ste wed prunes, should not be disgusted at a multitude of instances, &c. 
&c. Kc. Some folks are very sagacious, and cry out first; but it will 
not do. 

After a very long note on stewed prunes, by Mr. Steevens, vol. v. 
p. 375, edit. 1778, and vol. viii. p. 529, edit. 1793, (which see and 
read,) The Reverend Docrox Farmer adds, very properly, “ that Mr. 
„ Steevens has 30 fully discussed the subject of stewed prunes, that one 
« can add nothing but the price;” (Right: — Hoc deſuit unum FABRIC10:* 
Juv. S. 4.) and therefore adds the Reverend Doctor, in a piece called 
Banks's Bay Horse in a Trance, 1795, © we have a stock of wenches set 
« up with their stewed prunes, NINE for a tester.“ At other times these 
subjects are explained in the learned languages, for the use of scholars, 2: 
in vol. iv. p. 211, edit, 1778, and in vol. iv. p. 80, edit. 1793, by Mr. 
Steevens. © Urtice marinz omnes pruritum quendam movent, et acrimo- 
« mia sua VENEREM Sopitam et extinctam excitant.” Johnston Hist. 
Nat. de Exang. Aq. p. 56. I protest 1 sometimes think these reverend 
or irreverend commentators are about to change sexes, or have done so, and 
set up for (what Milton in his Apolegy for Smectymnus calls) “Old Pre- 
« [atesses with all their young Corinthian Laity.“ I wonder we have never 
yet had The Beauties of Mr. Steevens, of The Reverend Doctor Farmer, 
of Mr. Collins, (the potatoe-critic,) &c. &c. as a convenient manual 
for young or old men, who would be young. Mr. Collins has given the 
public four pages in 8vo. small print, on the astonishing virtues of por 4 - 
TOES, (a tempest of provocaticn) printed by themselves at the end ol 
Troilus and Cressida. This vse/id note would have been placed with better 
grace at the end of © Love's Labour Lost. It is indeed matter of gre:: 
and offensive scandal to obtrude such refuse and filth upon this nation, 
and upon all the countries in the East and West who read Shakspeare's 
works. It is highly injurious to make Shakspeare the vehicle of o mvc!! 


* Fabricius, i. e. George Steevens, Esquire!!! 
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What?....must I enter the dramatic course; 
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Burst thro' the countless squadrons foot and horse? 
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obscene trash, raked together from old plays, old cookery books, and 4 n 
trumpery novels. But, I am told, the poet must be illustrated. In these f 
particulars, Mr. Steevens, Dr. Farmer, Mr. Collins, and Mr. (I know 
not whom) may as well illustrate the latter part of the fourth book of 
Lucretius. The corruptions of our nature are the most mortifying com- 
ment. They need neither incitement nor illustration. Whoever con- 1 | 
siders, seriously or politically, the dominion of lust and lewdness, and 
the wide-wasting desolation and irreversible misery which they throw 
among the defenceless and much-suffering sex, left to destitution, and 
disease, and poverty, and despair, and contempt, and barren sorrow; will 
be cautious how he adds even one unnecessary or heedless incitement to 
this overbearing fury. A man of sense, if not of morality, in remark- 
ing on all such passages as L have noted, and many others, would con- 
tent himself with saying, „This or that passage contains an indecent 
© allusion not uncommon in the novels or plays of the time ;” or at least 
would be satisfied with a single instance to shew it. Whatever is more 
than this, cometh from a source which is not good. At preseut, there really 
should be an epurgatory index to the best edition, (and in many respects 
it is the best) of Shakspeare, before it is put into the hands of ladies and 
the younger part of the readers of Shakspeare. I believe there is not 
one reflecting scholar in this learned kingdom, who will not join in this 
and in the following criticisms on the present subject, whether the criti- 
cisus are severe, joculur, or indignant. | 


. Carminaque Aonidum, JUSTAMQUE probaverat IRA m!* 


| The Reverend Doctor Parr, in his dedication of“ Tracts of War- 0 
burton and a Warburtonian,” &c. (reprinted in 1789) note 8, p. 150, 
has most kindly pointed out to such undiscerning persons as myself, that 


Ovid. Metam. L. 6. v. 2. 
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Au dat for Massinger and Beaumont fight, 


But leave their authors in a wretched plight; 


n= e Reed, Farmer, and Tyrwhitt, have come forward as Tay 
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66 „Guis or THE PuBLic TasTE.” To be sure he has added, “ M. 
4 Steevens, the two Wartons, BURKE, and in his critical capacity, Dr, 
on,.“ But even in this latter part I must remark a strange coal 
tion. With the names of Burke and Johnson who can place a third 
modern in the same rank? Of Mr. Steevens's classical erudition and in- 
genuity much might be said; yet all which he has acknowledged as hi; 
own writing, consists of notes on Shakspeare. Every one must regret 
that the History of English Poetry was left unfinished by it's lamented 


and deeply learned author: and as to his brother Joseph's pleasant Com- 


mon- Place Book on Pope, it was always amusing to me. But when the 
title of Guides of the Public Taste is given to Malone, Reed, Farmer, (and 
Tyrwhitt,) who are note-makers alone by profession, 1 find myself con- 
strained to look into my English Dictionary for the meaning of the word: 
guide and taste. Indeed I have often wondered how so deeply learned a 
scholar as Mr. TrTRWAITT ever suffered himself to be enrolled with 
these note - makers on Shakspeare. But the leader of them has a tongue 
to flatter and wheedle. Homer explains it best: Haarig 1 7'4xAn/+ voor 
rue Tp Pporeorrwy. In this manner the name of S4muer Jonnsow was in. 
Separably associated with that of GEORGE STEEVENS. 


1 have selected this passage from Dr. Parr's splendid dedication of 


these Warburtonian Tracts, in which a man, in the vigour of his facul- 
ties and srength, has not thought it unbecoming his character to attac, 
like a puny whipster, the establisbed dignity of departed excellence; and 
with unbridled licence of language has endeavoured to invade the ret 
and the repose of a most learned and venerable prelate,* now in full auge 
and boary boliness. I speak with feeling of such a conduct, and I <pcak 


with the feelings of a man; for what is a mere scholar and a quoter ct 


Greek, when he forgets the man? I trust Dr. Parr has severely felt thc 
unmeaning vanity and silly cruelty of calling forth again to public notice 


Dr. Hund, Bishop of Worcester. 


% 


From Capell steal, yet never own the theft, 
And then desert ” him of his store bereft. 220 
Oh injur'd Patron of our noblest bard! 


Capell, * receive this tribute of regard, 


— 


these tracts, which their authors long wished to give up to oblivion. 
Leland, and the great and truly liberal Jortin, might have been as ably 
defended at another time and in another place. I cannot be repaid for 
zuch indecent conduct by the amusement I receive, (to use Dr. Parr's 
own words) “from the lucky and lucid intervals between the paroxysms 
« of (Dr. Page) polemic phrenzy; from all the laughable and all the 
« Joathsome singularities which float upon the surface of his (Dr. Parr's) 
« diction; nor can I hang with fondness and admiration over the crowded 
yet clear and luminous galaxies of imagery diffused through (Dr. Parr's) 
« works, p. 151,” &c. &c. But if I should quote any more of such 
words, the reader would take the Doctor's Greek for English and his En- 
glish for Greek, and be apt to cry out with honest old Doyley, in the farce 
of Who's the Dupe? (which J am not, but the Doctor may know who is) 
„I' be curs'd if this is English.” Indeed I have no more time or place 
to allot in this First Part of my Poem to Dr. Parr... I refer my reader to 
the Third Part, in which the Doctor makes a more public and distin- 
guished entry. 

m There are men now in great vogue, who will feel the force of 
these two ines. (1794+) 

n M. CAPELL, the Editor, I call him the Patron*® of SHAKSPEARE. 


This gentleman was of a singular turn of mind, perhaps a little too minute, 


but of a curiosity unbounded and insatiable. They who are acquainted 
with his critical writings on Shakspeare, and his accurate researches into 


this species of antiquity, and who have considered and estimated his edi- 


tion of the poet, will not scruple with me to pronounce him, The Father 
of all legitimate Commentary on Shakspeare. To this gentleman's intimacy, 
and to the knowledge of his most learned investigations, were admitted 


The « Ilpoorartuay. 
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And may this honest verse to life and light 
Call forth thy name, and vindicate thy right. 
Must I for SnakxsPEARE no compassion feel, 
Almost eat * by commentating * zeal? 
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men whom I forbear to name. But mark the consequence. His edition 
was condemned, or I should rather say, damned by chose, who in the 
poet” s'own words, 

«To his unguarded nest, like weasel critics, 

Come mneaking, and so suck'd his princely eggs.“ 


And when the Scuoor of SHAKSPEARE in 3 vols. 4to was publisbed 
Calas! after his death) we were told forsooth, that we bad nothing to 
Warn on the subject. Indeed!—TI am pleased however, to see that Mr. 
Cape's Preface is admitted into the new edition of Shakspeare, in 
Fifteen volumes. It will not be too much to hope for an edition in Fifty 
volumes quarts, printed on a wirc-wove paper, glazed, and Bot. pressed. 

o I hope the reader will not be displeased with a short observation 
on this subject.—-SHAKSPEARE was born in the year 1964, and died on 
the 23d of April in 1616, on his birth-day. It was not until full seven 
years after his death thut his plays were first collected and published to- 
gether in folio, in the year 1623, by two of his principal friends in the com- 
pany of comedians, Hemminge and Condell. They like wise corrected 
a second edition in 1632s It may seem strange to us, but it is true, that 
no other edition of bis works was attempted till eighty-two years after 
that time, when in the year 1714 a third edition was published by Mr. 
Rowe with very few, if any, corrections. Pope, Theobald, Hanmer, 
Warburton, Capell, Johnson, Steevens, and Malone, have since that time 
given new editions. Mr. Steevens, in the year 1766, published a par- 


ticular edition in 4 volumes in 8vo. of all the plays which were printed tato 
in 4to. in Shakspeare's life-time or before the Restoration. It is printed out 
verbatim from the old copies, and is curious and valuable. Mr. Steever: dog 
asserts unequivocally, that © no proof can va given * the "= superin - 2 

aut 


0 | W Hen. V. Act I's 8c. w— 


1 
On Avon's banks I heard Acro ? mourn 


By fell Black Lettez Dogs in pieces torn; 
Dogs that from Gothic kennels eager start, 
All well broke-in by Coney-catching 1 Art, 230 


«© tended the publication of any one of these himself.“ Pref. vol. i. p. 14. 
If this be true, as I believe, what can any editor arrogate to himself 
concerning the genuine text of this great poet? I am not speaking of 
conjectural criticism, and of an accurate revision of the punctuation, which 
is of real consequence, but of the actual words themselves as written by 
Shakspeare. The original players, Hemminge and Condell, were in pos- 
session of the only MSS. which were extant at the very time when the 
plays were first acted; and it is probable that che play-bouse manuscript copy 
was the only one to which they could refer, and no MSS. whatsoever 
existed after that time. Shakspeare appears wholly to have neglected or 
despised reputation in succeeding ages. It is for this age to amuse itself 
with schools and galleries, and without blame, in my opinion. 


p Videre caNES; primusque Melampus, 
Pamphagus et Dorceus, velox cum fratre Lycisca, 
Ichnobatesque sagax, et villis Asbolus atris, 
Nebropbenosque valens, et trux cum Lælape Theron, 
Labros et Agriodos, et acutæ vocis Hylactor, 
Quosque referre mora est. Ea turba cupidine præda 
Qua via difficilis, qua que est via nulla, sequuntur. 
Heu famulos fugit Ivs E suos: clamare libebat, 
Acteon Ego sum; Dominum cognoscite vestrum: 
Pellet abesse guide m. sed AbEST. Ovid. Metam. lib. z. 
N. B. It is conceived that this canine me tamorphosis of the commen- 
tators on Shakspeare, will be received in a pleasant point of view with- 
out offence; for I must speak it to the credit of our English Black Letter 
dogs, that upon the whole there is more harmony among them, (a few 
cases excepted) than among the dogs that worried Greek and Roman 
authors in former times. I surely may be excused for this caninity, if Mr. 
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So tender to the Paphian notes they move, 
And seem as they were only born for d love. 
Hark, Johnson smacks his lash; loud sounds the din. 


Mounted in rear see Steevens Whipper-m, 


Bryant himself has been allowed to declare, without censure, that Ku»: 
signify O. les: though certainly the Hierarchy are infinitely indebted 
to him for the discovery. Bryant's Mythol. vol. i. p. 329, &c. 


g The singularity of this term © Coney-catching,” (which is the =_ 
only reason of my introducing it) called for my attention; as no treatizes 
or farces, or whatever they may be, are more appealed to by the comme". | 
tators that © Greene's Art of Coney-Catching; Greene's Ground work ot Inv 
« Coney-Catching; Greene's Disputation between a He Coney-Catcher tify 
and a She Coney-Catcher.” As my poor library will not afford ches W cnc 
valuable books, I profess myself still ignorant of this ancient art of Con | 5 
Catching, and therefore am by no means fit for a commentator; yet the _ 
reader may perhaps think me fit for writing a note or two upon these © g 
„ SNAPPERS UP OF UNCONSIDERED TRIFLES,.” (Wint. Tale, A. 4. Pes 
SC» 1. ).. J do not agree with Mr. Steevens that Coney-Catching means This 
the art of picking pockets; (see his note on the words “ Silly Cheat,” vol. six 
| iv. p. 368, ed. 1778.) ... except there is any pleasant allusion, by anticipa- * (th 
tion, to some late editions of Shakspeare. My poor pockets cannot keep SE. 
up with these rising demands upon them. Six Pounds Fifteen Shilling Adve 
for the last edition of Shakspeare, and without any binding! I cry you of co 
mercy, my good Master Steevens; think of us poor poets. * TH, 
. . t 
qq They of love and love's disport 4 


Treat largely, of their mutual guilt the seal.“ Milt. P. L. 


| See the Comments on Shakspeare, as above, and passim through the wholc 
| edition, 
| r Samut Jonxsox, L. L. D. The reader must know enough 
; this Huntsman, his green velvet cap, and brown brass buttoned coat, 
I and his churlish chiding of every hound that came near him, &c. &c. at 
| least it is not Jemmy Boswell's fault if he does not.— Johnson and Eos. 
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Rich with the spoils of learning's Black domain, 
And Guide supreme o'er all the tainted plain. 
Lo! first Melampus * Farmer deftly springs, 
(Walter de Mapes * his sire) the welkin rings: 


well; Avroy as Oeparorre! But now we must all regret the loss of the 


cheerful, the pleasant, the inimitable Biographer of his illustrious friend. 
Dr. Johnson's comments on Shakspeare are never sullied and contami- 
nated with minute explications of indecent passages: 


He bears no token of those sable streams, # 

But mounts far off among the swans of Thames.“ 
In whatever Dr. Johnson undertook, it was his determined purpose to rec- 
tify the heart, to purify the passions, to give ardour to virtue and confi- 
dence to truth. 

s Melampus signifies a dog with black feet. He is supposed to have 
run over the town and county of Leicester, but never could be persuaded 
to give any account of it. f This dog scented out the Learning of Shak- 
Speare with true and original sagacity, and absolutely unkennelled it. 
This is his proper praise. Mr. Steevens says, © Could a perfect and deci- 
sive edition of Shakspeare be produced, it were to be expected oNLY 
(though we fear in vain) from the hand of Dx. FAR NIR, Whose MORE 
* SERIOUS 4 s forbid Him to undertake what,” &c. &c, See 
Advert. by 
of compliments between two editors, reminds me of what Shakspeare calls, 
Tu ENCOUNTER of Two Doc APES. (1794s) 

t Walter de Mapes was the jovial archdeacon of Oxford, the Anacreon 
of the eleventh century. A decent priest where mon hies were the gods, f 
and author of the divine ode, beginning : 


8 


r. Steevens to Shakspeare, edit. 1793, P. 11. Such gravity 


WW 


Pope Dunc. IL. 2. v. 297+ - 

I lament that Dr. Farmer never published his intended Hrs or of 
Lzices7ER, I lament it, but I do not reprobate the Doctor, as he be- 
haved in a gentlemanly manner when he declined prosecuting that work, 
which is a real loss to the antiquary and the lover of topography. 

+ Dunciad B. 3. 208. 
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Stout Gloucester mark in Pamphagus * advance, 
Who never stood aghast in speechless trance; 240 
'S 7 The sage Ichnobates see Tyrwhitt limp ; 
Malone Hylactor * bounds a clear - voic'd imp; 


| 
| * . . . 
« Mihi sit propositum in taberna mori; 
| Vinum sit appositum morientis ori, 
5 Ut dicant, cum venerint angelorum chori, 
| ; Deus sit propittus huic Potatori !”* &c. 
| 
| 


| u Stout Gloucester... Warburton, Bishop of Gloucester. , See Gray's 
| Bard. Stout Gloucester stood aghast in speechless trance,” Stanza 1. 
| v Pamphagus....signifies a dog of a most voracious appetite, who 
| snaps at and devours every thing digestible or indigestible. They who 
| are acquainted with the Divine Legation, &c. &c. well know the nature 
| of Warburton's literary appetite and the danger of hunting in the sa 
| field with him. With all his eccentricities this was a noble dog, and 
| there is not one of the true breed left, worthy of the progenitor, though 
there are a few mongrels. 4 
} w AJchnobates means a dog who tracks out the game before him. No 
one was more diligent than this dog, yet he frequently went upon a wrong 
1 scent; but would never suffer the huntsman to call him off, especially in 
the neighbourhood of Canterbury and Bristol... If I were again to meta- 
morphose these hounds into men, I should lament the application of Mr. 
Tyrwhitt's learning and sagacity. „ Illum pro literate plerique laudandum 
& duxerunt, quum ille, neniis quibusdam anilibus occupatus inter Mrles:as 
« Punicas APULE1I sui et ludicra literuria consenesceret.“ (Vid. Juſium 
Capitolinum in vita Clodii Albini ad Constantium Augustum;) 1 w!! 
however say, as to my own part, Illum pro literato laudandum semper 
duxi, but with a reserve as to the application of his learning. I. 
this Ichnobates had been utilium sagax rerum. 
x lactor means a dog with a clear and strong voice. One would 
think that this dog was one of Canidia's breed, which called from the 
sepulchre the actual remains of the dead to enchant and stupify the! 


Hor. A. P. v. 228. 


1 
Asbolus z Hawkins, A grim Sh aggy hodnd, 
In music growls, and beats the bushes round; 


Then Porson view Nebropbonos * the shrewd, © 
Yet foaming with th' Archdeacon's 4 critic blood; 


— — 


— 


ing. This dog has been scratclüng up the earth about Doctors Commons, 
and has torn up all 2% Wills of the actors who lived in Shakspeare's time, 
and carried them in his mouth to the printer of a late edition of that 
author. But when I speak of rational men, it passes the bounds of all 
sagacity to divine, by what species of refined absurdity the Wills and 
Testaments of Actors could be raked up and published to illustrate Shaks- 
peare. (see Malone's Shakspeare, vol. ii. p. 186. &c. &c. &c. and in 
the 2d. vol. of the edit. of Shakspeare, in 1793.) A critic for such an 
ingenious invention should be presented with the altum Sagane caliendrum, 
which would not easily fall from his head... But Mr. Malone has redeemed 
this piece of folly by many valuable literary excellencies. 

2 Asbolus $ignifies a dog of a swarthy complexion. 

a Beats the bushes round. ——Descriptive of Sir John Hawkins's 
History of music; in which however there is much original and valuable 
information, as in all bis other works, so unjustly censured in my opinion. 
Sir John's principal fault was digress jon from the subject; but if you 
excuse that, you are well repaid by the information you receive. 


b . Nebrophonos signifies a dog that slays the fawns and deer, and so 
in truth it is; 


Archdeacons, rats and such small deer, 
Have been Dick's food for many a year. 


And, as Lear says, * I'll take a word with this same learned TuzBan?”, 


my learned Master Richard Porson : but he loves no titles! It would be 
better if he did. 

e „ Malone says, the word 5brewd means acute, or intelligent; 
Mr. Steevens says, it is 6itter or Severe. Shaks. Ed. 17935 vol. vi. p- 430. 
Reader, you may choose, or rather combine the terms. 

d The reader may be surprised to find any theological writings in 
this part; but Mr. Steevens's ingenuity has contrived to press Mr. Profes- 
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See Dorceus dd Whiter o'er the learned soil, 
Brisk, though at fault, with new associates toil ; 
In Theron's form, mark Ritson next contend, 


Fierce, meagre, pale, no commentator's friend; 25" 


__ 


—— —ͤ 


zor Porson's letters to Mr. Archdeacon Travis into the service of Shak- 
speare; and by such ingenuity «who or what may not be pressed into it? 
This is quite a sufficient excuse for me, or rather a full justification of my 
allusion to them. See Tempest, vol. iii. p. 68. Steev. Edit. 1793. VII. 
Stee vens stiles M. P. “ an excellent scholar and a persbicacious critic;” in 
which I most cordially and most sincerely agree. But, if I am rightly 
informed, he thanks neither Mr. Steevens, nor me, nor Dr. Parr, nor Dr, 
Burney the schoolmaster, or any other Doctor or Mister in this com:try, 
for any opinion they may entertain or express of him or his works. He 
neither gives or takes. I find the Archdeacon has re-published his work, 
and in my opinion hag very wisely declined being led any more by Dicx 
and the foul fiend - through fire, and through flame and whirlpool, o'er bog 
« and quagmire, and having knives laid under his pillow. ” But the 
Archdeacon has had the weakness to print his work on a wire-wove pajr 
and bot-pressed, Had I been the Archdeacon, I should have been conten- 
ted with the Hot- hressing by Mr. Porson, hot indeed, bissing bot! This 
controversy has no good end. Learning is good, and theology is good; 
but there is something better, H Ayeany. There is also a writer who sa), 


Keraxavyara: EAEOE xpow;. Is it not so, Mr. Professor? 


dd Dorceus, signiſies, in my opinion, a dog of a sharp sight, apt to 
see what nobody else can in a large field. Some derive it from Aopxas, Capra, 
quasi per saltum, which I reject. . See Mr. Whiter's Commentaries on 
Sheakspeare, on a new principle &c. published in 1794. This is certainly a 
very learned and sagacious dog. He is out of the actual chace; but might 
with great propriety, join the pack on a future day: or in plain words, 
when a new edition of Shakspeare is printed, there should be a selection 
of notes from his book. His criticism on the second Eclogue of the poet 
ascribed to Rowley, (truly or falsely) in point of ingenuity and illustrative 
learning has never been surpassed. Puicungque veterum fortiter opposuer iti» 
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Tom Warton last, Agriodos s acute, 
With Labros Percy“ barks in close pursuit: 


—— 


e Theron signiſies a dog of innate ferocity. 


f. Poor Tom Warton could have told a piteous tale, how bis historic 


body was punched full of deadly boles by his literary Richard IIId. Dr. 
Percy could make a lamentation or two in sone ancient ditty, in a fit or 
canto. Mr. Malone probably has felt a gripe rather strong. The anti- 
quaries. . but they have $poken for themselves. The Antiquarian Society 
is amiable and harmless, and from what I have seen, their publications 
resemble the subjects of them, Nexvwy AMENHNA x&21yz. Who could 
wish to disturb such repose ! 

g Agriodos signiſies a dog with a sharp tooth... J always regret the 
loss of TnOMAs WARTON: in his various writings he is amusing, instruc- 
tive, pleasant, learned, and poetical. I never received information $0 
agrecably from any modern writer. His edition of Milton's Smaller Poems 
(an exquisite specimen of classical commentary, and worthy of his former 
observations on Spencer) leaves it a matter of unceasing regret, that he 
never published the Paradise Lost and Regained. The want of the last 
volume of the History of English Poetry, must forever be lamented, I 
despair of any artist able to finish such a work, with so few imperfections, 
and with such various erudition. Tom Warton hed rather a kindly 


affection for the jovial memory of Archdeacon Walter de Mapes of the 


11th century, mentioned for his drinking ode in a former note. Mr. 
W. tells us, (with a warm panegyric) in his 2d Dissert. to the Hist. of 
E. P. that this divine Anacreon wrote also a Latin ode in favour of 
married priests, concluding with these $pirited lines: 


Ecce pro Clericis multum allegavi ; 

Nec non pro Presbyteris multum comprobavi; 
Pater noster pro me quoniam peccavi, 

Dicat quisque Presbyter cum Sug SUAVI ! 


J quote this for my own sake, quoniam peccavi, and am inclined to 
nope that every Presbyter cum sua Su AvI, will be as kind to the author 
ol this poem on THE PURSULTS OF LITERATUR Requiescat ! 

4 
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Hot was the chace; I left it out of breath; 


I wish'd not to be in at Shakspeare's death. 
OCTAVIUS. 


* 


Here yet awhile these honest labours close, 
And leave indignant Genius to repose. 


— . „ ti. 1 


h Labros signifies a dog that opens continually.— But I forget; 
quis dixerit  Epr1scopum aligud infirmitate laborare, anathema esto. 
Ax thus I take my leave of the wror® Black Letter KENNEL, with al] 
their wit, and all their follies, and all their merry humours; and they may 
both now and hereafter, unawed by their great Huntsman who is no more, 
and most probably unmolested by me, continue to bark and growl, and 
Snap, and quarrel and teaze one another, till there remains not a critical 
offal for which they may contend. Et velut absentem certatim Actzon: 
clament,*.. Finally, as to this famous Edition of Shakspeare by George 
Steevens, Esq. and the whole Black Letter Kennell, I must pronounce its 
great Eulogium, as it is beautifully conceived and expressed in the word,; 
of a master of the most finished Latinity of the Augustan age. tic 
L1BER est conglutinatus ex tam multis libris, quot unus pinguis Cocu: 
Oves, boves, sues, grues, anseres, passeres, coquere, aut unus fumorus 
Calefactor centum magna hypocausta ex illis calefacere possit 4% Epist. 
Obscurorum Virorum! 

i „ Hec sar EriT, Divz, vestrum cecinisse Poetam.” So id 
Virgil, f and so says my friend OcTavivs, to whose judgment I submi:, 
and write this note in conclusion for the present, that I may offer and 
recommend to the consideration of all Poets, Orators, and Writers, sacrcd 
and profane, a sentence from SwWIrr, which I could wish to see engraver 
in letters of gold, as an everlasting admonition. It is this: To saß 
truth, „no part of knowledge seems to be in fewer hands, than tha 
e discerning WHEN TO HAVE DONE.” (1794.) 


* Ovid. Met. Lib. 3+ f TR E 10. v. 70. 


END OF DIALOGUE THE FIRST. 
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ET” c τνεο xai avurare; oZ ii Xx. 
AI NET KATA MEELON, , & pe Tzanus Amn 
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Hom. II. 4. v. 340. 
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PREFACE _ 


TO THE SECOND DIALOGUE* 


OF THE 


PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 


Aviipuoas 


Kai Pacoyavs Scr, x6 AD TXT p65y 
K pyperey je ary e νMTw 
Ilanv Joxeve. 

Lycophron. Cassandra. v. 321. 


—— —ô—[—ö—E2—.———jrᷣ: —2—ÿͤͤe. eenne” 


Two years have passed since I published “ The first Part of 
the Pursuits of Literature.“ I now offer a continuation of it to the atten- 
tion of those persons who may feel themselves interested in such researches; 
the subjects of which are, in their event, important to us all. What I 
observe of the First Part, I observe of this, and the following Parts, 
that no imitation is intended of any former writer or of any former 
poem.“ That it will attract some attention in some places, I am confi- 
dent; but it will be idle to make any conjecture as to the author, He is, 
and will be, concealed upon motives very different from the apprehension 
of any private resentment. I dissuade every pecson from flippant and 
random application of any supposed name; it is as unjust as it is absurd. 


W 


First printed in May 1794. 
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“ Flebit et insignis totà cantabitur urbe, was said of old. I do not zay 
this, but I recommend to every gentleman and lady of eminent sagacity 
and curiosity to remember, that there is a darkness which may be felt. 
As to the subject of SATIRE in general, I will add a few words, 14 
they are not wholly unimportant, and as they explain my own ideas. A!! 
reprehension of vice, or of folly, or of any moral depravity, must cease 4: 
once, if it is required of the author of that reprehension, that he be G. 
less himself in the strict, or indeed in any, sense of that word. But 
the enumeration of evils, wickedness, folly, extravagance, abuse of know. 
ledge in theory or in practice, and a censure of such actions and of uch 
opinions, be considered as the production of a mind bad, reprehensib 
and unquiet in itself, LI fear, that few philosophers, are exempted from 


the charge. In my opinion, the Philosopher himself is a Satirist, spcak- 


ing to the world at large, without a specific reference to any nation. Ih- 
Satirist, (in the common acceptation of the word) is a writer in poetry or 
in prose, who addresses himself to a peculiar part of the world, and genc 
ally to his own countrymen, calling them to a view of their faults, follics, 
or vices, which are destructive of society, of government, of good man- 
ners, or of good literature. The philosophic Satirist effects his purposc 
by appealing to man and his nature; the modern poet, supposing an 
acknowledging the truth of these original principles, argues virtually 
from them, but directs his attention to existing persons, circumstanccs, 
opinions, and books, in his own times. He illustrates his doctrine by tha: 
forcible appeal, assisted by learning, wit, and ridicule; with an honest 
endeavour to uphold the common cause of wisdom, of truth, and of virtuc, 
without which criticism is malignity, and satire is scandal. 

Yet however excellent, the work of any Satirist is transitory as to i- 
immediate subject. But as it is a view of life designed (a) to be present 
to other times, as well as those in which it is written, the necessity of a: 


author's furnishing Notes to his own composition (b) is evident, to clear u 


m— — — 2 — 


* Hor. Lib. 2. S. 1. v. 45. 
2 I refer the reader to Dean Swiſt's dedication to Prince 33 | 
b © The notes I wish to be very large in what relates to the persons 
concerned: for I have long observed that, twenty miles from London. 
nobody understands hints, initial letters, or towa facts and passages, an 
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for himself such difficulties as the lapse of time, (and indeed of a very 
little time) would unavoidably create. This is a privilege and a liberty 
which was denied to the ancients, which Dryden rejected, and Pope 
partially adopted. 

After these few observations, (which I thought necessary or I would 
not have written them) 1 offer this continuation of the poem to my readers, 
not without the spirit of a writer who has endeavoured well. IT will 
also, upon reflection, add the words of A MAN, not to be named on 

usch an occasion. © I do not look to be asked wherefore I wrote this 
book; it being no difficulty to ans wer, that 1 did it to those ends, which 
the best men propose to themselves when they write.“ | 1 
— — — 1 
in a few years not even those who live in London.” Swift's letter to ll 
8 Yope. July 16, 1728,—Pope's Works, Vol. 9. p. 117. Werburton's | [| 
dition, 8vo. N. B. Dr. Joseph Warton observes in his edition of Pope N 
Vol. 4. p. 323. that, this observation of Swift “ 15 a mortiſying reflection 1 
« to the writers of Satire, and daily topics of censure.“ I have taken 
particular care in my poem to prevent tis mortification. (added Jan. 
1798.) 
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PURSUIFS OF LITERATURE. 


— 


DIALOGUE THE SECOND.* 


—— — ::. r 49 


AUTHOR. 


ALL hail to Cestria, and her mitred lord !* 
And may the muse in lasting strains record 
That lawn'd Endymion of a happier age ; 

Who, wild with rapture and empiric rage, 
On bold aspiring pinion could presume 
To journey through the vast ethereal gloom; 


Who tir'd of earth and dreams of gowned rest, 


Sunk in the elysium of his Cynthia's breast! 
But ah, for us those wizard wonders cease : 


In war, death, pestilence, or dang'rous peace, 10 


me 


* 


First published in May, 1796. 

2 John Wilkins, Bishop of Chester, in the last century, wrote a cele- 
brated & Discourse concerning the possibility of a passage to the Moon.“ 
Upon my word, Philosophy is a very pleasant thing, and has various uses; 
aa of the best is, it makes us laugh sometimes. 
| N 


[98 ] 


Condemn'd to groan in this disorder'd hour, 
Victors and victims of th' unhallow'd pow'r, 
'That bids the western world or rouse or weep, 
O'erwhelm'd beneath the formidable deep. 


OCTAVIUS. 


Of France * enough: go bend before that tomb, 
Where other palms and other laurels bloom, 
Where Maro sleeps; or in the Sabine shade, 


Or in severe Aquinum's inmost glade, 


aa I can mention no lines so expressive of the state of France, 
11796.) as the following adapted from Boileau. 


« Dechirans 4 Venvi leur propre Republique, 
% Lions contre Lions, parens contre parens, 
« Combattent follement roux LE CHOIX DES TYRANS !”'* 


To some persons the following sublime picture, as drawn by the master 
hand of that mighty poet Lycophron, will have its force, under the same 
allusion. 
Kara yay op xnorus Apns, 
ETpopebw Tov de,ꝭ lna po tap ves. - 
Aracæ ds A rovupatsy infer 
Keiras, TEPpixcy ) wort Ante yur 
Aveyxuis5 ear0GTIANGevTts. Ouwyn 3s {4.64 
Ey ao; Tupy#y 3 Xp wv ,t 
Heeg PRUITT XvpS04 z dps, 
Tow ty vine, Ka4 KATHþ perry cis TER AGV, 
ANA 67" RAM? ovpPopey dedryprirmy.t 


* Boil. Sat. 8, v. 132. f Lycophron. Cassandra. v. 249- 


E 
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Fast by Volterra's * dark Etrurian grove, 

With Boileau's ® art and Dryden's rapture rove. 
Be wise betimes, and in resistless prose 21 
Leave Burke ALoxx to thunder on our foes: 

Let Wakefield © rant, and pallid Thelwall bawl, 


Lords of misrule in anarchy's wild hall ; 


a Juvenal was born at Aquinum, and Persius at Volterra, in Italy. 

b Boileau.— The most perfect of all modern writers in true taste 
and judgment. His sagacity was unerring; he combined every ancient 
excellence, and appears original even in the adoption of acknowledged 
thoughts and allusions. He is the just and adequate representative of 
Horace, Juvenal, and Persius united, without one indecent blemish ; and 
for my own part I have always considered him as the most finished gen- 
tleman that ever wrote. I have spoken more at large of this poet in the 
Introductory Letter to the P. of L. 

Wakefield. Whenever I think of the name of Gilbert Wakefield, 
and look at the list of his works, (for I would not undertake to read them 
40% I feel alternate sorrow and indignation. His learning and sagacity 
are indeed sufficient to entitle him to some patronage, and to the removal 
of every want. But his spirit is so restless, his temper is so overbearing 
and tyrannical, (I speak from the consideration of his works alone) his 
contempt for others is so great, and his personal vanity so conspicuous, 
that even literature begins to be weary of him. But when I turn to his 
religious and political opinions, I find all the virulence and asperity of the 
reformer, all the insolence and even impudence of the assertors of equality, 
a want of decent, or even of common respect to dignified characters, and 2 
mind (naturally designed for better exertions, and cultivated in the groves 
of an university) hostile and implacable to every establishment, and with 
a strong tendency even to“ sanguinary persecution. I speak of him as a 


— — 


See (if it is worth while) Gilbert Wakefield's pamphlet entitled 
Remarks on the General Orders given by the Duke of York to his army, 
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Such prophets as ere long Horne 'Tooke may save, 
And hide and feed by fifties © in a cave. 

You read perchance a minister in books,“ 
And know an honest statesman by his looks; 


public man; 1 have no contempt of his attainments. But I will nev« 
suffer him, or any other man, who obtrudes himself and his political prin- 
ciples and measures upon the public, to pass me without notice; or as the 
poet strongly expresses it, 
Glomerare sub antro 
Fumiferam noctem, commixtis igne tenebris,* 


without the reprehension he deserves. (1796s) 

d By fifties. © Obadiah took the prophets, and hid them by fifty in 
« a cave, and fed them with bread and water.” Kings B. 1. ch. 18. v. 4. 
In the provisions of that most important, and I wish I could say, per. 
petual act, (passed in 1795) for preventing seditious assemblies, &c. &c, 
&c. it is specified, that none of these prophets, or lecturers, or diviners in 
democracy, shall meet in greater numbers than by fifty in a cave, or else- 
where: and considering the inflammatory nature of their disorders it is 
devoutly to be wished, that they may be kept upon the same cooling dier. 


« Tuly 7, 1794, respecting the decree of the French Convention, to give 
« no quarter to the British and Hanoverians, 1794.“ I only mention 
this or any of Mr. Wakefield's writings for their spirit and tendency, as 
the compositions are worth little notice. I shall not at present wander 
through his Silva Critica, „Ubi passim palantes Error recto de tramite 
&« pellit.“ His ravages on Virgil and Horace, in his late edition of them, 
are often as shocking to taste as to truth. Bentley's Boo (I beg pardor 
for coupling the names) was nothing to the levelling axe of Gil. Wah- 


field. If Mr. Wakefield does not write with greater care and ability 


than he has hitherto shewn, neither men, nor gods, nor columns will 1er- 


mit his works to be extant very Jong. 


o Hor. L. 2. Sat. 3% Vo 48. t Virg. An. 8. Vo 254» 
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Think in debates the spirit may be seen, 

In Thurlow just, in Wedderburne, serene; 30 
In Grenville, firmness; majesty, in Pitt; 

And in Dundas, the courage to submit. 

Proud of your keen discernment you retire, 

Smit with the fame of Rollo's bard © and squire, 
You'd print (poor man!) your satire and your song, 


Correct as Gifford, or as Cowper, 5trong. 
AUTHOR, 


ves: to my country's justice I appeal, 


Nor dread the press, the guillotine, nor wheel, 


Nor fulsome praise, nor coldness of neglect, 


Nor all that poets meet, but scarce expect; 40 


-_ 
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Yet though the question I shall never fear, 


A rhyming culprit's bold confession hear. 


- m — 
„ „ 


5 * 0 | 
r | L allude to the profound knowledge which busy men acquire of the | 1 | 
- = 0 most secret designs of the British, or even of foreign cabinets, from the 1 
n, neus. papers. Nothing is so pleasant as to hear men assert without the | | 
20 least hesitation what they know of the intention of Ministers. I really ' l 
„ac the satisfaction they feel, when they communicate their discoveries | | 
ty o such unenlightened and ignorant men as myself. | | 
— = & Dr. Lawrence; Author or Editor of the Rolliad, Probationary { 
. Odes, &c. | | 
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Memory I have, not Middleton has more; 


Plays I could frame, like Ireland,“ by the score, 
Could sing of gardens, yet well pleas'd to sce 
Walpole! and Nature may, for once, agree; 
Or give with Darwin, to the hectic kind, 
Receipts in verse to shift the north-east wind; " 


— — — 


i The famous witness on Mr. Hastings's trial, the disciple of 


Themistocles. | R 

Kk The publisher of the newly-found manuscript in Shakspeare's 
own hand writing. The reader will find more on this subject in the course 
of this Second Dialogue. 

| Read (it well deserves the attention) that quaint, but most curious 
and learned, writer's excellent Essay on Modern Gardening, at the end 
of his Lives of the Painters, 

m See Dr, Darwin's Loves of the plants and a long and pleasant note, 
in which the Doctor thinks it very feasible to manage the winds, (and 
every thing else I believe) at his pleasure, by a little philosophy. | 
never read any bing so comfortable in my life. Martinus Scriblerus 
will be, after all, a legitimate natural philosopher. It appears to me, 
that Dr. Darwin's ingenious understanding is peculiary adapted to ol. 


the following problem in natural philosophy: WHETHER, the Hern 


„ frigidity of the anitpodes, passing in an orthogonal line through th: 
© homogeneous Solidity of the centre, might warm the $uperficial connec 
“ our heels by a Soft antiperistasis?” I have given a translation of this 
great and use ful problem, (as the French philosopher Pantagruel is n 
quite so intelligible in the original,) that Dr. Darwin may discuss it 4 
large in the next edition of his Zoonomia, which is much to be desired. 
I refer the reader to the Creme Pbilosopbique des Questions Eneyclopediqut 
at the end of Rabelais Book 5. The true cream of their modern EH 
bedie is to be found in the French Revolution, 1789, &c. 
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With Price” and Knight grounds by neglect improve, 
And banish use, for naked Nature's love, 50 
Lakes, forests, rivers, in one landscape drawn, 
My park, a county, and a heath, my lawn; 

With Knight, man's civil progress“ could rehearse, 


Put Hume, or Smith, or Tacitus in verse, 


— 


n Price and Knight. — See the various treatises, all curious and in 
ome degree pleasant, on the subject of landscape, and the art of laying 
out grounds. Knight and Price, versus Mason and Brown, Rxprox, 
Moderator. I have no doubt of the decision at the bar of taste, but I 
certainly would not bring the cause in the court at Guildhall. With 


the giants on the jury, and Lord Kenyon for the Judge, there certainly 


would be a virdict for the Brogdignag Gardeners, Knight and Price. 

o See and read (if possible) what Mr. R. P. Knight calls a Didactic 
Poem, “ The PROGRESS of Civil Society, in six books, 4to.” I protest I 
speak impartially, when L assert that Mr. Knight seems to have no other 
ideas of poetry, than that of lines and syllables, put into a measure with, 
now and then, some litle attention to grammar. I mean when he writes 
verses himself. For if he conceives, that the versification of Montes. 
quieu's Spirit of Laws, Tacitus on the Germans, Smith on the Wealth 
of Nations, Robertson's Introduction to his History of Charles V. Stuart 
on the View of Society in Europe, and such works, is poetry, there is no 
help for him, he must be suffered to rhyme on. Dogmatizer en vers, et 
rimer par chapitres. It is impossible to criticize or examine the whole 
un a note, but I will give a specimen of such observations as I should 
make, if I were to go through the whole of this tedious piece of work. 
Mr. K. is very fond of beginning all his books with doubt, like 2 true 
philosopher; he always uses the words“ Whether this, or whether that 
or whetber the other is the case, never deciding the point, nor giving 
even a doubtful solution of doubtful doubts, as Mr. Hume kindly used to 


* Boileau, Sat. 8. v. 116. 
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And, while Silenus and his votaries nod, 
Quaff Paphian grossness from my crystal? God; 


- * 


. 


do. But whether Mr. K. understands himself, even in the very begin. 
ning of his poem, may be a doubt; but whether his readers understand 
him, is no doubt at all. He begins thus; Book the first, Verse the fit. 
(1 take the verses at the very beginning, to shew my impartiality.) 


4 Whether primordial mot ion sprang to life 

From the wild war of elemental strife, 

In central chains the mass inert con ſin'd, 

And sublimated matter into mind; 

Or whether one great, all pervading soul, &c. 

— | 

Whether, in Fate's eternal fetters bound 

Mechanic Nature goes her endless round, &c. &c. 


In all this mist and darkness which he flings round him, he certainly 1: 
little better than Punch in the puppet shew, © Hazy weather master 
% Noah:” for I am certain that neither punch, nor Mr. Knight can look 
through this preparation of the poetical sky for the metaphysical deluge 
which ensues, when he is to 


& Trace out the slender social links tbat bind 
In order*'s chain, the chaos of mankind, &c. &c.” 


Obe jam $atis—But then I am told there are so many pretty and inte!hgi- 
ble passages (I grant it Horum simplicitas miserabilis!) in this and 
t' other poem (1 must mean the landscape;) and the ladies say t 
so charming to wish to be buried under an oak, and so romantic, 
see p. 153-—-J wish from my soul that all the democracy and infidelity i! 
the kingdom were buried under the great guardian oak of England, and 
the spirit of Mr. Knight confined in the stem of it. He might cry ou! 
as lustily as Polydorus, and all the conjurers of the Dilettant i might assi 
at the disinchantment if they pleased.N. B. 1 am infinitely indebted 
to Mr. Richard Payne Knight for the honour he has been pleased to confe 
on my note in the First Dialogue of this Poem on the Pursuits of Litera. 
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Or I could scribble u for historic fame, 
Like Gillies, feeble, formal, dull and tame; 4 


8 


— 
— . od 


ture; see p. 17. Kc. of bis Preface to bis Progress of Civil Society. 
« Mr. Knight's bed be a bed of tortures, be has made it for bimselſ.“ 1 
did not name him, as the author of the Essay on T\HE Worznry or 
PRlapus,“ but he has now named himself. I am glad however that he 
has some sense of shame left, by endeavouring to explain away one of the 
most unbecoming and indecent treatises which ever disgraced the pen of a 
man who would be thought a scholar and a philosopher; and I persevere 
in that opinion, and could be tempted to copy even my former note.F Mr. 
R. had better have kept to his Principia, A, B, I, A, Kr. (See his Greek 
alphabet.) I hope he will do better in future; and spare me more trouble. 
Lam as tired of him as he can be of me. As Mr. Knight is a Member of 
Parliament, I must fairly tell him, that if he is appointed Chairman of any 
polite poetical Committee, and any more “ reports PROGRESS, and asks 
leave to sit again,“ the motion will be negatived by the whole bouse. 
(1796s) 

p © Vitreo bibit ille Priapo.” Juv. Sat. 2. v. 95. See Mr. Knight's 
Essay on the Worship of Priapus, and my note on it in the First Dia- 
logue of this Poem. 

q Soon after Mr. Gibbon had published the second and third volumes 
of his Roman History, the late Duke of Cumberland accidentally met him, 
and intending to pay him a great compliment said; „How do you do, 
„Mr. Gibbon, I see you are always at it, the old way, scribble, scrib- 
ble, er ibble.. There are various judges of historical writing, from 
Quintilian to the late Duke of Cumberland. — Dr. Gillizs wrote the 
History of Greece, &c. in a manner quite different from Mr. Gibbon. But, 


— — 


I quote Junivs in English, as I would Tacitus or Livy 1 in Latin. 
consider him as a legitimate English classic. 

See the First Dialogue of the P. of I. I have been told that 8 
UUINEAS is the price of The Essay on Priapus, if a copy is at any time 
o be sold. 
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Then tir'd of truth, like Coxe, to fables stray. 
And vie with Crozall in my notes on Gay; 61 
I could, like Seward, if for scraps you call, 
Turn public bagman, * train'd in Walpole's stall 
Or to Cythæron, from the Treasury, move, 


And, like Sir James Bland Burgess, murmur love; 


* dus 
according to Pliny's good-humoured observation; Historia quoquo nod 5 
sripta delectat. (1796.) of 

qq The epithets in the verse are designed to characterize the writ. « 2 
ings of Dr. Gillies. There is some learning, great diligence; attention 10 
and application, but no marks of genius or of strength in his compositions. 4 f 

Sed tamen in pretio. And I wish them to be so, as the Doctor is a man hs” 
of good intentions, a passable scholar, an indefatigable reader, and gt ner 
most respectable character. I speak of nothing but his writings. vain 

r Fables by John Gay, illustrated with notes by WILLIAM Cozy, Sta 
M.A. F. R. S. F. S.A. Rector of Bemerton, Prebendary of Sarum, Domes. 5 
tic Chaplain to the Lord Bishop of Salisbury, late Fellow of King's Co.. bas 
lege, Cambridge, Member of the Imperial Economical Society of $t, 
Petersburgh, and of the Royal Society of Sciences at Copenhagen, Chay- the 
lain to H. G. the Duke of Marlborough ; &c. &c. &c. 111 (4796. Put 
What will Mr. Coxe write next? To be sure Addison did gravely com 8 
ment on Chevy Chace. I am not inclined to make any other comparison. « d; 
(1796.) | hav 

s See (for they are very entertaining but very dear) Mr. Seward“ the 
Anecdotes of distinguished persons, &c. in four volumes. I prefer M.. 1 
Seward to every compiler of anecdotes, except the Honourable Mr. Hon Sta 


ace Walpole, now Lord Orford. A visiting library is ra th convenient 
and pleasant to one's friends. (1796.) 

t I allude to Sir James Bland Burgess's Poem, entitled,“ The Birth 
« and Triumph of Love,” accompanied by tho prettiest little desigus 0 
the Amoretti alati by one of the fairest, most ingenious, and most illustr. 
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Or with Fitzpatrick, mark the space between 
A tainted strumpet and a spotless Queen) ** 
Then furnish feasts for each Parnassian prig, 
A Florence goose, three ducklings, and one pig; 
With Spartan Pye * lull England to repose, 


ah. — th * — —— — — 


— 


ous hands * in the kingdom. Sir James, late Under Secretary of State, 
is very properly, (as all Under Secretaries of State, or Chief Secretaries 
in the Treasury, should be,) attentive to his character, and is particularly 
afraid of the smallest Cupid without a muzzle, Sir James says, © That boy 
« and that boy's deeds shall not pollute my measure. St. 1. Now when 
I consider what Virgil and Tasso have said and sung of “ that boy and 
« that boy's deeds,” it is a little prudisb in Sir James Bland Burgess, Bar- 
onet and Poet, on such a subject to have such fears. - A poet may be a 
little playful. But Sir James Bland Burgess is right after all; there cer- 
tainly should be none but the most virtuous persons about Secretaries of 
State, and in the precincts of the Treasury, though now and then a 
straggler of another description will be found, notwithstanding the unre- 
mitted diligence and undiverted attention of Geerge Rose, Esq. 

tt A line taken from the Political Eclogue, intitled “ The Lyars;” 
the most finished of all the productions by the authors of the RNolliad. 
Public report has assigned this classical but too free composition to the 
keen, sarcastic pen of General Fitzpatrick. © Such is the Bard whose 
« distich some commend,” &c. I may be mistaken as to the author, but I 
have selected this eclogue to reprobate the licentious spirit which pervades 
the whole of it. The Art of Political Lying indeed was not invented by 
Lord North, Mr. Fox, Mr. Pitt, General Fitzpatrick, or any modern 
Statesman. It is an ancient and approved art by John Bull. 

A Florence goose, &c.—See a publication, entitled, © An Ode to 
* an Eaton Boy, Three Sonnets, and One Epigram:“ by William Par- 
sons, Esq. This gentleman is the fairest of all Mr. Gray's critics: he 


H. R. H. The Princess Elizabeth. 
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Or frighten children with Lenora's? woes: 
I could. 


70 


OCTAVIUS. 


Do what?....where will your vaunting reach! 


Is this a prelude to your parting speech? 
AUTHOR. 


Spare, spare; til] time subdues my hapless rage 
With blast autumnal, or the damp of age. 


ws — 


even allows the superiority of bis genius, and gives bis own verses in 1. 
Gray's measure. The obliquity of the principles and of the understanding 
is sometimes unaccountable. 

x Spartan Pye. Mr. Pye, the present poet Laureat, with the bes: 
intentions at this momentous period, if not with the very best poetry. 
translated the verses of Tyrtzus the Spartan. They were designed to pro- 
duce animation throughout the kingdom, and among the Militia in pir- 
ticular, Several of the Reviewing Generals (I do not mean the Monthly 
or Critical) were much impregged with their weight and importance, and 
at a board of General Officers, an experiment was agreed upon, w 
unfortunately failed. They were read aloud at Warley Common, and 
at Barham Downs by the Adjutants, at the head of five different reg. 
ments, at each camp, and much was expected. But before they were 
half finished, all the front ranks, and as many of the others as were 

within hearing or verse. o bot, dropped their arms suddenly, and were all /o-nd 
fast asleep!!! Marquis Townshend, who never approved of the scheme. 
said, with his usual pleasantry, that the first of all poets observed, that 
Sleep is the brother of Death.” (1796.)— N. B. Certain kinds of po: try 
and writing (to which I have been too much accustomed) may be added 
to the number of the Ta Aywys, or Soporifics, which great med 
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F. 209: } 


What poet will refuse to drink, or sing, 


Since Helicon is now an Irish spring? 
All thirst alike; which made Sam Johnson think, 
That no man visits, where he cannot drink.“ 


Why should I faint, when all with patience hear, 80 


r 


1 


writers affirm to be, accustomed noises, motions, &c. Kc. in short the 
Tur; r Fun,, The acute physician Areteus thus speaks : -T aywyes 
«Tao; Te FU. Nur Wiy » i axaTYI KATHLAIOG, Ka w Oaheoon 
TipiPope, Kot Ri I AWV 1,05, KA KUMKTOY KTUR OG, 1 νẽ, % . Sog - rA. 
Aretæi De Morbis Acutis Cap. I. p. 75. Edit. Boerhaave 1731. The 
whole passage is uncommonly eloquent and seusihle. My medical readers, 
will thank me for pointing it out. Aretæus, is perhaps, the first descrip- 
tive painter in his art. Such accomplished scholars as the venerable Dr. 
Heberden, Dr. Glynn, Sir George Baker, Dr. Turton, Dr. Milman, Dr. 
Littlehales, Dr. Vivian, and a few others, (Apollineo nomina digna 
cboro) will confirm my opinion. 

4 y A tale from the German, translated by the Laureat, H. J. Pye, 
* Ea. by J. T. Stanly, Esq- M. P. &c. &c. &c. &c. a sort of Blue-Be ard 
= 5tory for the nursery. I am ashamed to think, that the public curiosity 
(I will not say, taste) should have been occupied with such Diablerie 
Tude que. (1796.)— But I should be unwilling not to do justice to the 
elegant and fascinating pencil of Lady Di. Beauclerc who has honoured 
and decorated thè subject. But the painter and the musician are often 
employed in illustrating silly subjects and silly words. Still it will be 
most true mutatis mutandis, of both these divine arts; 


wi 


Il cantar, che nell'anima si sente! 
Il pit ne sente Palma, il men Porecchio. 


yy Dr. Johnson's character of the Irish hospitality, in one of his 
letters or among the Boswelliana, I forget which. It is not wholly inap- 
plicable to some of our own countrymen.—“ Few young men visit, where 
* they cannot drink.” Tis a pity, 
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And Laureat Pye sings more than twice a year? 


4 


OCTAVIUS. 


Truce with the Laureat. 
AUTHOR. 


*Tis but what I think; 
For once I hop'd to see the title sink, 82 
While piety and virtue grac'd the throne, 
And genius in lamented Warton shone: _ 
Aye, while Britannia cries from shore to shore, 
' AvcusTus reigns; MACENAS 1s NO MORE. 
Pitt views alike, from Holwood's sullen brow, 
(As near-observing* friendship dares avow) 


„ 


yyy © They scarce can bear their Laureat twice q year.“ So zu 
Pope. In these times we can bear our harmless fluttering birth day ode, 
better than the French Dithyrambics in the orgies of democracy.— . 


Pye is a man of learning, and some little fancy; but I wish his poet y 


had more force. | 

2 I must own, that unless the Province of encouraging Letters, 
which sbould belong to the great, is administered with wisdom and dis 
cretion, it is more desirable that there were no encouragement at all. In 
confirmation however of my opinion of the minister, I refer the reader to 


a pamphlet published in 1795, entitled, Friendly Remarks on Mr. P.. 


Administration, by a Near Observer.“ It is written by a good scbolar, 
a man of fortune, of an upright mind, of an independent spirit, and the 
principles of a, gentleman. It has been ascribed to M. Montague, 


TH: 


The fount of Pindus or Bœotia's bog, 


With nothing of Mzcenas, but his frog.“ 90 


6 


—: 


late M. P. and it is, 1 believe, acknowledged by him. He boldly tells 
the Minister of his fault, namely, an improvident and $ystematic contempt 
and neglect of all ability and literary talents. © They had no poet, and 
they died,” I would by no means apply to Mr. Pitt what Spenser said of 
the Lord Treasurer Burleigh, once, Chancellor of the University of Cam- 
bridge, because it would neither be true nor just. But the Muse of satire 


may, with more respect and delicacy, win an easier way to the region of 
his 3ensibility in the words of a Roman poe: ; 


FELix CURARUM! cui non Heliconia cords 

Serta, nec imbelles Parnassi e vertice laurus ; 

Sed viget ingenium, et magnos accinctus in usus, 
Fert animus quuscunque vices / 


% 


These are the virtues of a minister in times of change, and of general con- 
vulsion. History indeed may say of Mr. Pitt in the words of Tacitus, 
H. 4+ S. 5» © INGENIUM 1ILLUSTRE altioribus studiis juvenis admodum 
dedit, non, ut plerique, ut nomine magnifico segne otium velaret, sed quo 
firmior adversus fortuita REMPUBLICAM CAPESSERET.”— might pro- 
ceed and describe him as © Opum®* contemptor, recti pervicax, constans 
* adversus metus; but I cannot pursue him through the integral charac- 
ter of Helvidius Priscus, because I conceive Pow ER, and not Fame, to 
be the principle of this mighty minister of Great Britain, 

a In the time of Augustus, during the administraton of Mzcenas that 
minister's seal, hearing the figure of a RO, was annexed to all money-bills. 


———_—_—. 8 


a WIN „ 


Though Mr. P. despises money, yet 1 wish he would give more at- 
tention to economy, private as well as public, than he has hitherto done. 
He is deserving of much censure in this respect. He seems to have for- 
gotten what Mr. Burke once thundered in the ears of one of his predeces- 
503, (Lord North) in the H. of G. © Magnum est VECTIGAL Parst- 
mona.” (1797) 
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* OCTAVIUS. 


K 


Mere spleen to Pitt; * he's liberal, but by stealth. 


Vi*w 


AUTHOR. 


Yes, and he spares a nation's inborn wealth, 


* 
2 


* a. 
— 


I mention this anecdote as curious, and perhaps not generally known. 1: i: 
recorded in the 37th book of Pliny's Natural History, ch. 1. Mecenc!: 
Rana, ob collationem pecuniarum, in magno terrore erat.” I also refer the 
reader to the Duke of Marlborough's Gems, vol. 2. engraved privac-!s, 
and the elegent Latin descriptions of them by the Rev. Dr. Cole, late 
Fellow of Kings College in Cambridge. —Nothing is so like as one M.. 
ter to another in this respect; but it is difficult to refrain from remarking, 
that Frogs were one of the plagues of Egypt. 

b Octavius is wrong. I am neither a personal nor a political enem) 
to Mr. Pitt. I think him a powerful and efficient Minister, emincuth) 
adorned with natural gifts and endowments, and solemnly marked out 
and elected to his great office. He has talents to conduct, to persnde, 
and to command. He is a scholar ; I know him to be such, and à ripe 
and good one. The low passion of avarice has no root in his mind; but tle 
sin, by which the angels fell, rages in him without measure and without 
control. To tell a minister, that pride was not made for bim or for any 
man, because he has nothing which he has not received, would be to 
argue a gross ignorance of our fallen nature. He has no servility in hin. 
Firm, constant, and unbending, he has the principles of a man, who bons 
and feels what is demanded of him by his country. He comes into the 
House of Commons, not to bow, but to do the business of the state, and 
he does it. There is not a subject presented to him, even casually, i! 
which his ability is not conspicuous. He treats it as if it had been te 
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Another Adam“ in economy, 


For all, but Burke,“ escape his searching eye. 


— 


zubject of his continued * meditation. Jn the conduct of the French war, 
he, his colleagues, and his allies have been all found wanting; but in the 
principle just, if not Stexly. —l will add, that in respect to personal indi- 
vidual gratification,/I regard Mr. Pitt as ThE MOST FORTUNATE MAN 
upon record, Called by the circumstances of the times beyond human 
control, and by events not in the wildest range of expectation, he was 
placed, almost without his seeking it, in the highest public station. He 
passed at once to the innermost of the temple, without treading the vesti- 
bule. In the bloom and vigour of his faculties (for he bore the blossom 
and the fruit at once) and in the prime of life, when every thing can 
charm, that which can charm the most, Powxx, was voluntarily offered 
to him, confirmed, continued, and established by his King and by his 
country. His faults, his follies, and his blemishes, (for he has all) 
might be easily removed, but I think he will not remove them. He felt 
at once, as many men have done before him, the highest ability in him- 
self; and he found, what is denied to most men of genius, a full and ade- 
quate exertion of it in high office. My hope and earnest prayer is, that 

the termination of his political Jabours, and the result of this just and tre- 

mendous war with the Republic of France, may be finally to establish 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace.” —Is this the language 
of an enemy? I respect, nay, I would defend him: I wish him a long con- 

tinuance in office: but I never can entertain a PERSONAL regard or affec- 

tion for Mr. PiTT. (1796s) 


c Adam Smith, the great writer on wealth and finance, FR whom 
Mr. Pitt learned his art. 

d This is not mentioned as a censure on Mr. Pitt for his liberality, 
tor 1 think the whole of his pension merited by Mr. Burke, though 1 


i. 


In this respect Mr. Pitt always reminded me of Themistocles, as 
ccorded by the great historian © Oucua Zvnicw, Protus we Jurapirc mrArrns 


de Sranguruts, Ne In dreg «vr ,νννẽ,ñ n v Frovra.” Thucyd. Lib. 
I, Sect. 138. 


P 


14 J 
|” Stiff from old Turgot, e and his rigid school, 
| He never deviates from this wholesome rule; 
4 « Left to themselves all find their level price, 
„ Potatoes, verses, turnips, Greek, and rice.“ 


A 4 
| | OCTAVIUS. 


| Strange times indeed to banter on finance; 
| Pray if you call him frugal, think of France. 100 


, 
| A, 15 


— — — 


| | wish it had never been accepted. On this subject, I may ay, that in 
| “% Mr. Burke's Letter on the Duke of Bedford's attack on him in the 
House of Lords,” I perceive. genius, ability, dignity, imagination, and 
| sights more than youthful poets ever dreamed, and sometimes the ph110:9. 
| phy of Plato and the wit of Lucian. But what I esteem most of . ! 
| hear again the warning voice of o who sau the apocalypse, and +1357 
cried aloud in England and to all the inhabitants of Europe. I cannot 
describe the whole composition better than in the words of that Poet. who 
would have been proud to record the workmanship of Epmuny Bru x. 
N | Brontes, Steropes, and Pyracmon, it will be allowed, have all had tn 
share in the fabrication-of this informatum fulmen. 


| Tres imbris torti radios, tres nubis aquosz 

3 “ Addiderant, rutili tres ignis et alitis austri; 

| | 4 Fulgores nunc terrificos, sonitumque metumque* 

Y « Miscebant operi, flammisque sequacibus iras.“ (1796.) 


| e Mr. Turgot, ci devant Comptroller General of French Finance: the 

0 founder of the modern Economic School Modern State Economy cem. 
to consist in sperding or squandering the greatest possible sums the 
least possible time. 1 
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Well, I'll be brief; with France he must contend; 
There I will own and feel myself his friend, 
And sing with Burke's or Maro's borrow'd fire, 
„Arms and the man,” till anarchy * expire. 


— —_— — 


— — — 


f Till anarchy expire.” —In the just and inevitable, but most fatal 
and most tremendous war in which we are engaged, and in which all 
Enrope has bled, and yet bleeds in every vein and artery, the first object 
we look for is, @ stability of peace. But no stability can as yet be found 
in all the convulsive labours of the sanguinary nation. That modern 
Gallic Julia has done nothing but conceive one mis-shapen lump after 
mother, in the fœculency of her political womb; but conception upon 
4 conception, abortion upon abortion: and what can we say, 0 


Cum tot abortivis fecundam Julia vulvam 
Solveret, et patruo similes eſſunderet offas.* 


We must, I fear, yet wait a scason; (May 17g6t) and whatever we have 
paid, or must still pay, must be considered as the arriàvrpe, the great 
price of delivery and redemption from slavery, revolution, French anar- 
chy, and the disruption of social order; when the earth is bursting asun- 
der, and hell yawning from beneath; or in language, which Edmond 
Burke alone could reproduce in English, 

Avappryropeirns tx oulguy vine, hvTs Ti vere Taf. 

And what wonder? It is Longinus who speaks of Homer. (1796.) 


— — 


— 


4 * _— 
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® Juv. Sat. 2. v. 32. 
We must say the same now, Dec. 31, 1796.— We have a little 
more hope now, August 1797.—-It has now again vanished (November 
1797. “5 can say nothing at preſent. (February 1798. 

Long. de Subl. Sect. 9. 
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Sedition's crew is bound; the gloomy band 
In chains of penal silence musing stand, 
Or doom'd in classic s impotence to rave 


Their ceaseless round, within the smouldring cave, 


The dark Vulcanian chamber, whence they strove 
To forge and hurl the bolts of Stygian Jove. 110 


OCTAVIUS. 
Nay, if you thus proceed, I'll read the bill, 
In Hatsell's * clerkly tone, clear, loud, and shrill, 
And Jekyll's comment too. | 


— I" NS 8 * 


g Since the passing of the Bills (in 1795) against treason, sedit ion 
meetings, assemblies, lectures, harangues, &c. Jobn Thelwall read during 
the Lent season, 1796, what he termed Classical Lectures, and most 
kindly and affectionately pointed out the defects of all the ancient goverr- 
ments of Greece, Rome, old France, &c. &c. and the causes of rebel. 
lion, insurrection, regeneration of governments, terrorism, massacres, 
and revolutionary murders; without the least hint or application to 
England and its constitution. Shewing how the Gracchi were great 
men, and so, by implication, the Bedfords, the Lauderdales, &c.— 
must own, I fear nothing from such lectures. (1996s) 

h John Hatsell, Esq. the very learned, polite, and respectable Cc 


of the House of Commons. 1796.— This accomplished gentleman 
lately resigned his office, with that propriety and discernment of time, 


and circumstance, and of the etatis insidiæ, which have uniformly d 
tinguished his very useful and honourable life in public office. O“ 
ullum invenient parem! The illustrious Speaker of the House of Con- 
mons, the Right Honourable HENRY ApniINGTON, (neither infer vr 


nor second to any statesman in that House in temperate eloquence, accu 


racy of knowledge, and soundness of understanding) announced Mr. 


Hats 
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Pray, heav'n, forbear : 


Come then, I'Il breathe at large ethereal air, 


Far from the bar, the senate and the court, 


And in Avonian fields with Steevens sport, 


m_ \ 


3 


Hatsell's intended resignation in a manner which did honour to the sin- 
cerity of his friendship, and to his sense of the loss of so able a servant 
of the public. The House was unanimous in their applause. Mr. Pitt 
seconded the Speaker, and pronounced also his testimony. But it is suf- 
ficient to say, Mr. Pitt sþoke, when that Right Honourable Minister 


thinks proper to assume the language of commendation.— Mr. Hatsell 


has given a most judicious work“ to the public, which all senators will 
do well to consult frequently, Mr. Hatsell will excuse me for adapting 
to him in this respect a few words from Quintilian. Monumenta rerum 
« posteris quærentibus tradidit. Frequentabunt ejus domum optimi juve- 
« nes et veram viam, velut ex oraculo, petent. Hos ille formabit, ut. æetus 
« gubernator, littora et portus, et quid secundis flatibus quid adversis 
« ratis poscat, docebit, et communi ductus officio et amore quodam 
« operis,” Quintil. Lib. 12. c. xi. 5. 1--->Mr, Hatsell will not suspect the 
hand which has paid this tribute to his character and his merits. (August 
1797s) 

i There is too much of pertness and self-sufficiency in Mr. Joseph 
Jekyll's remarks, and I do not apprehend that his witticisms will ever 
shake a minister like the Right Honourable William Pitt. 

Magno discrimine Causam 
Protegere affectas ? te consule, dic tibi, quis sis, 
Orator vehemens, an Curtius, an Matho; buccæ 
Noscenda est mensura tu. Juv. Sat. xi. v. 32. 
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Precedents of Proceedings in the House of Commons, with obser- 
vations, four volumes 4 to. 
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(Whom late from Hampstead journeying“ to his bock, 
Aurora oft for Cephalus ' mistook, 


What time he brush'd her dews with hasty pace, 
To meet * the Printer's dev'let face to face:) 129 
With dogs Black Lettez'd in the Stratford Chace, 
Mouth-match'd like bells, yet of confused race, * 
For well I mark'd them all o with curious heed. 


cond W „ 


— — * 


k He used to leave his Tusculum, the seat of Steevens and of wis. 
dom, at Hampstead, between four and five o'clock every morning, +» 
revise the proof sheets of the last edition of Shakspeare, 1793, in fifteen 
vols. 8Yo. at his friend Reed's chambers. I heard of nothing ele 3. 
the time. | 

1 Hunc ne pro Cephalo raperes, Aurora, timebam. 

* Sappho to Phaon. 

I will own, I was always apprehensive for his safety and classic purity 
$0 very soon in the morning, on Primrose hill, “ earth's freshest softe 
lap,” but not withstanding these early freaks, the youth is still safe, 281 
hear. (1796.) 

m To meet-—the Sun upon the upland lawn.” Gray's Eleg;. 

n See the first Dialogue of the Pursuits of Literature. 

un My love sball hear the music of my hounds, 
And gallant chiding; match'd in mouth like bells, 
“ Each under each,” &c. Midsummer Night's Dream. 
© I termed the Commentators on Shakspeare out of mere pleaszntry, 
© Black-letter dogs.” But if among these scholars, or in ony other descrip- 
tion of the learned, there should be found x man, who, with the grace of 
exterior accomplishment, or the fulsome semblance of it; with the gifts 
of fortune, and the rank of a gentleman; with a strong devotion to lite- 
rature without remission and almost without example; with acutenc:s f 
mind and extensive classical erudition; who, I say, should so far forget 


. 
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OCTAVIUS. 


Not all: you pass'd the grave laborious? Reed, 


— 


himself, as to practise arts which would disgrace the meanest retainer to 
learning: sucu A MAN should be found, with fair professions and 
obliging attentions, simular of friendship but at the bottom false, hollow, 
designing, and malicious; who jealous of every little advancement or 
lucky discovery, even of a professional artist, should strive to de press the 
efforts of struggling laborious merit, or to blast the rival ingenuity of his 
learned contemporaries; who sbould inflict a wound with more than Par- 
thian dexterity, and yet be studious of frequenting the company of men 
of character to countenance his own; and finally, who should collect and 
scatter around him the virus lunare, the vaporous drops that hang in any 
region of infection, that the objects of their influence might feel the blast 
of the enchanter, and know not whence it comes. Lf, I say, sucu A 
MAN should be found, I shall not name him, and it is not for him to lay 
bare his own conscience by a foolish, appropriating indiscretion. I have 
only sketched out at present such a character in prose; and all I shall say 
further is, may he, if SUCK A MAN exist, strive to wipe out such actions 
by more than literary contrition, and deeply feel and know that he has 
lived, throughout the course of a life not inconsiderable in its duration, 
under a fatal error and a wretched abuse of time, learning, talents, and 
accomplishments.— This character is left on record, like any of La Bruy- 
ere's, without even the shadow of a name. It $hall ever remain unappro- 
priated by me. (1796.) | 
If any person should ask why such an imaginary character 3 was drawn, 
I PI in the words of Pope : 
& Ask you the provocation that I had? 
The strong antipathy of good To 34D“. 

p Isaac Reed, Eq. editor of Dodsley's old plays, lately republished ; 
a gentlemen of learning information, and ingenuity and greatly 
reepeated, I mention him with very particular pleasure. (1796.) 


— 
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| Friend to most traders, in researches quaint, N 
. . 
I Layman or priest, the ginner or the saint; At 
Farmer he loves, and Steevens will receive, Gi 
Though not Mie vo Masterre * Ireland by your leave. Sti 
He laughs to see our new Salmoneus stand, Tl 
His mimic thunder rattling o'er the Strand, Ar 
On fiery coursers from Olimpia's plain, 130 Th 
Tossing the torch, in sov'reign splendor vain, Th 
Command the world's prostration from afar, 
* SHAKSPEARE and Jovz” grav'd on the burning car No 
In letter'd radiance ? Fre 
| | Th 
| AUTHOR. 
| Pag 
| / * 5 5 = 4 
"x 3 Soft awhile; 'tis wrong: Th. 
|| Can strains like these to manuscripts belong? 
| To notes, bonds, deeds, receipts, fac-similes, TI. 
Ut ; or 1 
ll And all that lawyers feign for proper fees! Seven 
9 3 ; | ; . a vanity 
p, - * ents, 
9 pp Alluding to the uniform and constant reduplication of the 004 f g 
A spelling of every word in Mr. Ireland's new Volume by Shakspeare. 3 
| Masterre for Master, bye for by, brotherre for brother, &c. &c. ther 
þ | q The possessor and editor of the MSS. asserted to be Shakspeare's: * 
| | from Whose officina in Norfolk street issued the tragedy of Vortigern, de Ve 
bis claming to be the composition of Shakspeare, | acted in March, 1796, at , 
Drury Lane Theatre, and received in such @ flattering manner“. his sig 
"a | * i. e. dm d by Box, Pitt, and Gallery. in big 


1 291 2 
Monks and Attorneys may engage Malone: 


Annius, or Ireland,“ 'tis to me all one. 

Give me the soul that breathes in Shakspeare's page, 
140 
The thought that stretch'd beyond creation's bound, 


Strength from within, the unresisted rage, 


And in the flaming walls no barrier found, 
The pen he dipt in mind; *. . I'll hush to rest 
The little tumults of a critic's breast. 

What though no Vatican unbars the door, 
No Palatine to Ireland yields its store, 
Treasures he has, and many a prouder tome 
Than kings to Granta gave, or Bodley's dome. 
Pages, on which the eye of Shakspeare* por'd, 
The notes he made, the readings he restor'd, 150 


i. 


n — 


r Annius was a monk of Viterbo in the 15th century, and celebrated 
for many forgeries of ancient manuscripts and inscriptions. See his 
Seventeen Books of Antiquities. 
vanity was his motive; he never solicited any subscription for bis anci- 
ents, 


It may be proper to observe, that mere 


See (for you may) all the farrago of which Mr. Ireland possesses 
the originals, numerous beyond any belief; I will not attempt to describe 


them, (1796.) 


=_ s Tus Se Y puff H vv, Toy HA Nopecy anoapixey 5; N. Suidas 
ny 3 de Vet. Auct. 


t Mr. Ireland asserts that he bas the very library of Shakspeare, with 
his signature, his notes and remarks, &c. in the margin of the books, all 
n % 007 band-writing. 
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The very gibes he seribbled, and the joke 
That from the laughing, bard on margins broke. 
But where's the dark array, the vesture plain, 
With many a mould'ring venerable stain? 
All fled: a wonder opens to our view; 
The shield is scower'd, and the books are new : * 
In her own hues great Nature best is seen, 
So Ireland spoke; and made the black. . One Green. 
Eternal verdure bloom in Shakspeare's grove | 

Where led by light from heav'n, he oft would rove 
In solitude and sacred silence blest ; 161 
And in the musings of his mighty breast, 

All as he scann'd the volume of the past, 

Ober Greece and Rome one wishful glance would cas 
Mournnotpleas'd nature cried their sounds unknoun, 


My universal language is your own. 


a 
OY 

— * 

tl. 


* 


x Mr. Ireland has net thought proper to presezve the books of Sh44- 
sþeare's Library in their original and curious old. black binding, (as could 
have been wished ;) but, like the nurse employed by Dr. Cornelius Scri- 
blerus, he has scowered them well, and made them al? new; and with 
singular felicity has re-bound them ALL in GREEN morocco /{{!---N,B. | nave 
written this whole passage in the Poem and the Notes, to perpetuate 10. 
memory of this extraordinary event in literary history, which seems to bc 
passing into, oblivion.---I cannot think that any subject relating to Sl. 
speare should be wholly disregarded. {+ 796.) 
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OCTAVIUS. 


79 
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Enough for me great Shakspeare's words to hear, 
Though but in common with the vulgar ear, 
Without one note, or horn-book in my head, 
Ritson's coarse trash, or lumber of the dead. 170 
Can flippant wit, and book-learn'd confidence, 
Alone give right to science, taste and sense? 

Is modest worth by idle boasting shewn? 
Then, nor till then, will I approve Malone :7 


— 2 


* 9ꝙ—— — 


y See Mr. Malone's Inquiry into the authenticity of Mr. Ireland's 
Shakspeare MSS. &c. which he calls (not improperly) a Vindication of 
Shakspeare. The subject is indeed rather overlaid by the learned critic, 
but there is much sagacity and ingenuity d the treatment of it, and I 
think it is satisfactory and proves the point. Still Mr. Malone is too con- 
ident and presumptuous, and not always attentive to that politeness of 
character which at least all amateur critics should maintain. I think 


Mr. Ireland will now hardly say of these manusgripts and original plays 
of Shakspeare, 


Nunc non * manibus illis, 
Nunc non & tumulo, fortunataque favilla, 
Nascentur violz ?* 


No, Mr. Ireland, neither violets nor cv EAS. Go to bed, 


Basil; good night, go to bed.” (See the Spanish Barber.) I have just 


read two pamphlets on this subject, the first by Mr. Ireland's son, and the 
second by Mr. Ireland himself. The shameless effrontery of THE Boy, 
in avowing himself the author of these manuscripts, is only equalled by 


* Pers. Sat. 1. v. 38. 
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See on the critic, „in his pride of place, 
Laborious Chalmers drops his leaden mace. “ 


-, 
4 ha 1 a SITY ** FOR » 8 
9 * * 


the tender solicitude of TBE FATHER for their credit and authenticity. 
Mr. Ireland senior originally rested the whole with his son, who, as he 
constantly affirmed, gave the collection to him, plays, receipts, drawings, 
deeds, „white, black and grey, and all the trumpery, but declined 
naming the person from whom he received them. Mr. Ireland senior now 
presents us with the testimony of the Rev. Dr. Parr, Sir Isaac Heard, 
Mr. Pinkerton, Mr. Laureat Pye, Mr. Boswell, &c. who all signed 
paper (very wisely to be sure) that they were convinced of the authenticity 
of the papers. What can that prove!---The boy's tale is simple; he ab- 
solutely asserts that he forged the whole collection, and gave the papers 
to his father, to please at once and to deceive him, and the world. A 
very dutiful and very modest lad! Do we believe the boy? If we do, 
the business is at an end. The. Father again and again asserts, that“ 
is ignorant of the person or the place from whence they came, and refer; 
to his son's information. Now he disbelieves his own son, and defend: 
the authenticity of the papers. Uirum Horum? In short, between then 
both, Father and Son, there appears to me, what the Greeks call a Zropyn, 
a sort of natural parental affection for these manuscripts, which is very 


strange, and which I cannot explain, but which quite satisfied me as 


the nature of their eriginality. Mr. Malone's learning and politeness 
have not much to do with the business as a matter of fact; and the hole 
question now turns upon this momentous point: „Whether Mr. Ireland 
or Mr. Malone is THE GREATEST SCHOLAR ?®*-.-This is what the logi- 
cians call the Reductio ad Absurdum; and there the question may sleep, 
and Shakspeare tov. Such titles as these are soon shaken from his mon 
ment; | 

Ad quæ | 

- Discutienda valent sterilis mala robora ficus. f (Jan. 5, 1797.) 


* See Mr. Ireland's farewell pamphlet on Mr. Malone's Scholarsbi/. 


July 1797. 
fF Juv. Sat. 10, v. 144. 
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In the wild squabbles of a wordy war, 
Let rabid* Porson tell, or griesly Parr,“ 
Coombe, Travis, Ireland, or whate'er the name, 
The breeding of mere critics is the same: 180 | 
From royal Phalaris let your views extend 


To Bristol's wizard stripling, and his end. 


Hear Catcott® cry, in chearless life's deeline, 


Thus Rowley once, and Chatterton were mine. 


e 


6 


yy See * The Apology for the Behevers in—( Mr. Ireland's) Shak- 
speare Papers.“ 


« So forc'd from wind-guns lead itself can fly, 
And pond'rous slugs cut swiftly through the sky.“ “ 


Mr. Chalmers is a well informed, very useful, and well-meaning writer, 
but too © laborious, heavy, and busy“ in his works. It was but a waste 
of erudition to throw it away on this composition. He always has my 
thanks for his political information; but I wish he had more spirit and a 
more animated manner ; for he is a gentleman of great learning and re- 
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zpyctability. 
2 Mr. Professor Porson's Letters to Archdeacon Travis are conspi- 
cuous for their erudition, acuteness, accuracy, virulence, bitterness, and 
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INVECELVEs 

a I allude to Dr. Parr's Controversy with Dr. Coombe, critic and man- 
midwife, about Horace. It seems Dr. Parr was angry that he did no 
assist the little critical man-midwife at the labour, © rite maturos aperire 
partus.” Dr. Parr is more fond of a Czsarian operation in criticism. See 
more in a future note to the Third Dialogue of this Poem. 

b When I firs: published the first part of this poem (in 1794) I had 
casually glanced on the subject of Rowley. See P. of L. part I. but 


* Dunciad. 
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He saw his Bard by Milles's pond'rous length ** 
O'erlaid, revive in splendor, fame, and strength. 
For Bryant came; the Muses all return, 

And light their lamps at Rowley's fruitful urn; 
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since that time having had some leisure and more curiosity, I have pery. 
sed many of the learned treatises upon it. I neither have, nor will have, 
any thing to do with the decision of such a controversy as this, which 1: 
even now scarcely at rest; but having the feelings of a gentleman, I was 
struck, as I was reading, with the cruel treatment of poor Mr. Catcott 
of Bristol, the sneers upon the pewterer, and the illiberal reflections on: 
plain, curious, honest, and inoffensive man, without Whose zeal and «oli. 


citude, (I speak from the printed accounts) these singular poems never 


would have appeared. He seems to say with justice; 


a Oro, miserere laborum 
Tantorum, miserere animi non digna ferentis.“ 
bb The edition of Rowley's Poems by the Rev. Dr. Milles. 

No man of literature can pass by the name of Mr. Bayaxi 
without gratitude and reverence. He is a gentleman of attainment: 
peciliar to himself, and of classical erudition without an equal in Europe. 
His whole life has been spent in laborious researches, and the most curi- 
ous investigations. He has a youthful fancy, and a playfu! wit: with the 
mind, and occasionaly with the pen, of a poet; and with an ease ane 
Simplicity of style aiming only at perspicuity, and, as I think attaining it. 
He has contended in various fields of controversy with various success; bu! 
always with a zeal for truth and a soberness of inquiry. In speaking of 
Mr. Bryant, I have no necessity, as I too often have, to qualify my con. 
mendations. He has lived to see his eightieth winter (and may he 


long live) with the esteem of the wise and good; in honourable rewirc- 


ment from the cares of life; with a gentleness of manners, and a readinc 
and willingness of literary communication seldom found, He is admirec 


* Virg. En. 2. V. 143 
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While Cam receiv'd the Bard with all his train, 
199 
The Boy whom once patrician pens adorn'd, 


Though Isis turn'd her current in disdain. 


First meanly flatter'd, © then as meanly scorn'd, 
Drooping he © rais'd, and lent his little aid, 
The gleanings of a hard and humble trade. 
Innoxious man: yet what may truth avail ! 
Blameless his life, and simple as his tale; 

Each rude inquirer's sneering taunt he feels, 
Contempt or insult dogs him at his heels, 


No kind support subscribing fondness pours 


For him no wealth descends in fost'ring showr's; 200 
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and sought after by the young who are entering on a course of study; 
and revered, and often followed, by those who have completed it. Above 
all, he has gone forth in the strength imparted unto him, in defence of the 
holy law made and given by Gor ; he has put on the panoply from above, 
and having enlarged hie mind and sanctified his studies, he may expect 
with humble confidence the conzummation of his reward. 

NoMEYN IN EXEMPLUM SERO SERVABIMUS vo.“ (1796 .) 

cc Alluding to the letters written by the Honourable Horace Wal- 
pole (now Lord Orford) to Thomas Chatterton, printed in ame magazines 


or newspapers. I remember to have seen them, but I cannot point out at 


present the time or date of them: I think they were written from Straw- * 


berry Hill, but I am not sure. 
dd i. e. Mr. Catcott. 


* Milton 2d Patrem v. 281. 
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Yet be this truth to future times reveal'd, 


Out 
“The wound a Varro gave, Tarts heal'd.“ 6 AT 
Go now for moths, and rolls, and parchments search, Flec 
c 
Ransac the chest, the closet, or the church; Tho 
Brave all the joint associates of A. S. Unz 
The jest insipid, and the idle guess; | 
Bind, copy, comment, manuscript and print, 
Take from good natur'd friends some useful hint, Why 
From Bewick's * magic wood throw borrow'd rays 
O'er many a page in gorgeous Bulmer's blaze; 210 
Alas, for.thee! nor profit hope, nor fame, Soft: 
Contempt your lot, and solitary shame. And 
Go rather and indulge Dramaric rage; Conn 
All love a public or a private stage: As li 
D go 
a See Bishop Atterbury's comment on the Diikxcrus Lapis of Vir- the I 
gil. I shall add, IATPIKNTATOE PD100wen; X24 I wgo00x779%, O1NeTTty5;, u he 1 
Vue, VEWV Jopborns, 6040;, Ja-, $0 8505, EIL AKPON THE IAITAEIAL who vrt 
EAGAGHS; » 10 arass 
d Mr. Bewick, the great restorer of the long lost art of engraving was pea 
upon wood. I need only mention his figures of the quadrupeds, and bis 1 
4 plates to Bulmer's edition of Goldsmith's poems. Mr. Bulmer is the in- Pope the 


genious printer of Boydell's magnificent edition of Shakspeare; a wor! 
which, having been uniformly conducted on liberal principles and inten 
ed for the honour of the country, should be patronised by the Enplis!: 
nation. 


E } 


Our nobles now, as players, will be seen, 
A Duke's chaste daughter or a Margravine: 
Fled is the soft reserve and nicer sense, 


Those primal guards of love and innocence; 


AUTHOR. . 


Why not all bare? less shame's in being mad.“ 220 


'"OCTAVIUS. 


Soft: and o'er female failings lightly pass; 
And may Aglaia lead them to their glass, 
Connubial glories rising o'er their head, 

As life's domestic happier Es they tread; 


[i 
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e The dress of the present period has warranted the caricatures of 
the day, particularly one, which is called“ The dress of Ladies as it will 
be J write in A. D. Seventeen Hundred and Ninety-six. Juvenal, 
who wrote about the year Ninety-six, said on a similar subject, ( Nudus 
* ggasg minus ent insania turpis.” Sat. 2. v. 71. But strange to say, he 
was speaking of the dress of men. | ; 

Aglaia is the name of one of the Graces; she dictated to Mr. 
Pope the following lines: | 


Let not each beauty EVERY WHERE be spied, 
Where half the skill is decently to hide.“ 


| The ladies should remember that the imagination is a busy power. 


* Moral Epistles, Ep. 4. v. 53. 
| R 


Unzon'd the nymphs, like Highland Charlotte clad. 
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Mark, as Thalia calls in graceful air, 
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There may they look, well pleas'd themselves to ſin, 
The guardians, comforts, teachers of mankind. 


AUTHOR. | 
I listen with delight: that strain again; 
I'll bless the sex. 


OCTAVIUS. 


Now pass to titled men. 


230 
The soft patrician of St. James's square; s 


Her nuptial voice at Blenheim Marlb' rough heard, 


While lyric Carlisle purrs i o'er love transferr'd. 


— | — . 1 
g His Grace the Duke of Leeds, one of the very best bred mes in 
the kingdom, and the most polite; a great patron of the drama and :t 
concerns. | 1 
h A private theatre often proves a convenient chapel of case to 
Hymen.— Families of rank, distinction, and fortune, will at lat „ 
convinced, what is the natural and inevitable conclusion of boys and git 
making love to one another upon any stage, public or private, particularly 
in a private theatre. If it terminate in marriage, the Fathers and Mothers 
should not be surprised or angry. If the end of it, is intrigue; f. 
girls are debauched, and the boys come into life-with the manners and 
morals of Players, the parents may be sorry; but it is their own work 
4 + Purrs,—Dr. Johnson says, “to purr is to murmur as a cat ot 
leopard in pleasure. I have heard that Lord Carlisle (ve! dun- 
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Nay Thurlow once, ('tis said) could sing or swear, 
Like Polyþbeme, „I cannot cannot bear;” * 

For ah! presumptuous Acis & wrests the prize, 
And ravishes* the nymph before his eyes: 


— — ** 


— — 


travagliato SACRIPANTE) is writing an opera entitled, © Angelica e 
My poko.“ Angelica is supposed to be rather advanced in life; and 1 

think her grand-daughter is brought on the Stage. —Zyrour; (1796, )-— 
The Opera, as it is conjectured, is to be dedicated to Txe Ricur 
HowoURABLE Lady Jersey, in memory and in imitation of the gallant 
and accomplished Medoro, as recorded by Ariosto: 


« Della Comodita che qui m' data, 
lo povero Medor, &c. 
Ariosto adds, of the noble Earl, or Count, 


« Era scritto in arabice, che 1. Cox r 
Intendea cost ben come Latine.” 
O. F. Cant. 23+ 3s o. 


N. B. H my romantic memory does not deceive me Sacripante was 
jilted by Angelica. See Ariosto. But subjects of the highest importance 
are pressing on me so fast, that I am obliged to dismiss Lord Carlisle, Lady 
Jersey, &c. Kc. and all the youths who are dying for places or for love, in 
the words of the poet, 


Ne sono a Ferraù, nd a Sacripante, 
(O sia CARLIGIL IO) per donar pid rima, 
Da lor mi leva i Principe d' Anglunte, &c. 
O. F. Cant. f 2. 8. 96. 
k „Torture, fury, rage, despair, 
“] cannot, cannot, bear.“ 
Air (by Polypheme) in the Serenata of Acis and Galatea. 
kk Fresumpruous Acis. (i. e. Mr. Pitt.) I allude to a circumstance 
aot generally known; but which, as I have never seen any public notice 
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Such feats his honour little Pepper“ saw, 
In all the pride of music and of law. 240 


: 


—— * 


— * — — 
* 


— — 
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of it, these lines are meant to record. About two years ago the Serenuta- 


of Acis AND GALATEA (with some violation, 1 believe, of the fable. 


and not a little of the harmony and of the melody) was performed 
Downing-street to a private company. The part of Acis by Mr, Pitt, 
Polypheme by Loxp TnvrLow, and Galatea by Lox D LouGuBoro: G1, 
Mez%i Soprani, Lond KENYON and PEPPER ArDEN, with a sort of Mera 
Bassa by EpmunD Burk ; the other vocal parts by a select committee 
of both Houses 4 due cori. I was not present at the entertainment my. 
self, but was informed, that Mr. Pitt, in the execution of tbe diffcu!! 
passages, did not sufficiently attend to his appoggiaturas, which indeed he 
seldom does; that the baritono of Lord 'Thurlow was quite Polyphemish, 
and fully sustained; but that it was impossible to do justice to Lord 
Loughborough's diminuendo, hen -e died day in the arms of Ac1s, 
(1796.) 

N. B Bishop Hurd would say this note is allegorical, or eleusin jan: 
the late Mr. Gibbon and Lord Sheffield would as stoutly deny it. For 


— St 


Mr. PrtT patronizes musical performances on the principle of 
gods according to Plato; but with Apollo, Dionusus is not forgotten. 


0. O80: eexTHpertic eviparay (some MS. insert ToAurzwr) txiurover 757 vs; 


i „ee, Tws Mura; xa: AN xa Avvroy Fuviegraota; ie Plat. 
de Legibus, I. 2.* In Mr. Pitt's musical ministry, the famous terms of 
the Ex2voig and the Exe of Bacchius and Aristides are familiar and 
much used by this great modern artist. The Yau AvriÞboyyo; (:ct 
Athenzus L. 14. p. 635) between Mr. Pitt and Lord Thurlow was much 
admired by the Cabinet about the year 1794» 

All the Catholics know (and we have enough of them to tell us. 
the Marquis and Marchioness of Buckingham know to their own and hee 
company's cost) that the Messa Bassa is a silent mass whispered by“ 
priest during a musical performance. (1796.) 


* Plat, Op. Ed. Serrani Tom. 2. p. 653. 
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AUTHOR. 


If truth and joke, though pleasingly combine, 
What credit will attend the motley line? 


Where is your trust? 


OCTAVIUS. 


To this discerning land 


I trust, and laugh: there are who understand, 

If from state farces, When the House is up, 
Some seek the green room and with Kemble sup, 
(For who on modest merit shuts the door ?) 

Leeds says, so gentle Lælius did before: 


Lelius, in whom each graceful act could please, 


„ —— * * - - 


In wisdom mild, and dignified in ease, 250 


—— 


— —— 
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my own part I think there is much eloquent music in these metaphors, 
which record the political conversion of Lord LoUGABOKOUGH to Mr. 
Pitt's party. Ab! le Grand Opera!!! 

1 The Nympb, i. e. Galatea, i. e. Lord Loughborough. This was 
more than a Sabine feat in wy opinion. Who's afraid ? not Mr. Pitt. 

m Little Pepper, i. e. Sir Richard Pepper Arden, Kt. Master of the 
Rolls. His legal abilities have certainly been under-rated, but I have 
done ample justice to bis musical powers. 
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With Terence oft the public cares would shun. 


AUTHOR. 


Tzxrxcr and Kemble....the dispute is done. 
Jever mark'd (deem not the thought severe) 
What bounds divide the actor from the peer: 
Confound them, I'll believe a saint, a, rogue; 
Andrews writes farce, a Duke the epilogue; 
Burke may the right of property invade: 
Steevens contract the Commentator's trade; 
To Erskine, Kenyon seems a classic wit; 

Or Paine apologize for holy writ ; 

Tux Dramarisr® himself and fame belie, 
And leave the stage for truth and honesty; 

St. Helens quit his diplomatic pomp; 

Siddons be comic; Jordan sink the Romp; 
Ireland prove Shakspeare; Bently be Malone 
Thelwall dread preaching, or high treason, Stone; 


n See a Poem entitled, The Political Dramatist of the House ol 
Commons in 1795: a Satire, 2d Ed. with a Postscript containing Re- 
marks on the Declaration of the Whig Club on the 23d of January 
4 1796.“ This poem is recommended to the public on those public priu- 
ciples, which I consider as of the highest importance to these kingdom. 


8 
"4 


. 188 J 


Who hates not Merry, Jerningham may love; 
And Gifford Della Crusca's self approve. 


OCTAVIUS. 


Merry and Crusca!....Gifford's right: beware; 
The very ground 1 is his and Bavian air. 270 


AUTHOR. 0 


No: I'll not seek the tracts his arrows fire 
With light that marks, but marks not to expire; 
The climes he roams, where er his footsteps sped, 
I pass with caution, or but lighily tread, 

Or pleas'd with flowr's his fancy best can strew, 
I sit, and think I read my Pope anew. ! 

But grant the stage is noble; I believe 

Greek is plebeian, with Lord © Belgrave's leave: 


ue rt OS 


— 


1 The author of the Baviad and the Mzviad, Mr. Gifford is the 
most correct poetical writer I have read, since the days of Pope. Upon 
the whole I give the preference to the Baviad after much consideration, 
though both the Poems may be studied with pleasure and advantage.—I 
dave not the honour of Mr. Gifford's acquaintance; and indeed, from the 
nature of my retirement, I probably may never sce him. (1796.) 

n Lord Belgrave; a learned and accomplished young nobleman of 
the present time. At his first entrance into the House of Commons, in all 
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Though now some high imperial critics chafe. 
To think not Xschylus himself is safe. 280 


Go to his text: revise, digest, compare, In at 
Wich Porson's shrewdness, or with Valknaer' s care: Ran 
But is the learned page once out of sight? Anc 


Some Scotch Greek swindling printer * Steals your — 
would 
tionall 
hope h 
labour: 
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in my 
him, © 
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the honest enthusiasm of his heart, in academic freshness and classic 
vigour, he quoted a passage from Demosthenes in Greek, This subjected 
him to the idle and impotent ridicule of the Dromatist of the House j 


Commons, whose schoolboy memory on that occasion happened to be more Bibliot 


accurate. Lord Belgrave had done yo more than I have often heard Excer 
from Mr. Fox himself, who loves and understands Greek. As to the IEP 
long and illustrious train of dur young nobility and gentry, distinguishec | the Pa 
for their conduet and attachment to their country, I will say with some p 


spikit and animation; | | | the io 
Dii patrii, quorum semper sub numine Tropa est, worn 
Non tamen omnino Teucros delere paratis, avenge 
Cum tales animos Juvenum, et tam certa tulistis learnir 
Pectora !* | | 15 9 


logue | 
part o. 
never 


© 1 allude to a transaction which seems to be able, Mr. 
Porson, the Greek Professor at Cambridge, lent his manuscript correction. 
and conjectures on the text Aschylus, to a friend in Scotland; for be 
once, had and I hope still has, an intention of publishing that tragedian, 
though it may now be suspended. His corrected text fell into the hand: 
of the Scotch printer Fowlis, and without the Professor's leave or even 
knowledge, he published a magnificent edition of Xischylus from it with. 
out notes. I believe my statement is tolerabiy correct. I am sure 


* Virg- A's 9 Vs 247. 
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But mark, the sea-birds sound the note of doom, 
And venom'd insects cluster round the tomb, 
The Grecian billows foam along the strand, 

In angry murmurs deaf'ning all the land; 
Ranging for vengeance from his native shore, 


ARCHILOCHUS is rous'd, to sleep no more. 290 


—— 


would not misrepresent any fact whatever, nor ever have done so inten- 
tionally, and I would retract any mistake with the utmost willingness.* I 
hope however that Mr. Porson will not be di:couraged, but continue his 
labours on the Greek Lexicon of Photius, as the learned world are in 
eager expectation of a work so long, and hitherto so vainly, desired. But, 
in my opinion, the lovers of literature would be infinitely more obliged to 
him, or to any other illustrious critic, for a new edition of the Greek 
Bibliotbeca of Photius, which abounds with the most curious and valuable 
Excerpta of Writers whose integral works are lozt forever. At present 
it is troublesome even to read the remains of the laborious erudition of 
the Patriarch of Byzantium. (1796.) 

p The tomb of Archilochus was placed on the sea-shore, (I think in 
the island of Paros,) and the poets feigned that in the cavities of the stone, 
worn away by the waves, a swarm of wasps was concealed, ready to 
avenge the least insult that could he offered to it. Ihe subject of Greek 
learning is carried on in the Third Part of this Poem. 


— a. —_— * 


* 1 was mistaken when I said (in the first edition of the Third Dia- 
logue of the P. of L.) that Mr. Porson either translated or corrected any 
part of Alciphron's Epistles. I omitted it in the second edition. But I 
never mentioned it as an abject of censure. How could 1? 


END OF THE SECOND DIALOGUE. 
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DIALOGUE THE THIRD. 
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PREFACE 


TO THE THIRD DIALOGUE* 


oF THE 


PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 


Tavrs nav dre Ia, uni Tus 
Andes, vunip Tis ders ToAmTtiang, 
Kot TWYy Nov, xo Yu Zurngiosg, u. Th; 
Ee, x24 The AoEns, xa T1; E aev0spicts, 
ve ro 0491 7x6 EvuPtgorrov, AKPIBO- 
AOTOTMAI KAI AIEEEPXOMAT.t 


I PRESENT the Third Part of this Poem to the public, at 
the same time that I offer the Second: though I had intended to delay it. 
But some subjects are of an importance serious and urgent, not to be de- 
ferred, Where-ever the freedom of the press exists, (and wir us may 
that freedom be perpetual!) I must assert that LITERATURE, well or ill 
conducted, Is THE GREAT ENGINE by which, I am fully persuaded, all civil- 
ied states must ultimately be supported or overthrown. 

It is not enough to say, a book is bulky or voluminous, and therefore 

can have no effect upon the mass of the people, because that opinion is 
not true. Such a book can not only be abridged and dispersed abroad, 
but a man like Thomas Paine, with a rude, wicked, and daring manner 
of thinking, and with vulgar but impressive language, may blend the sub- 
stance of the opinions with his own, and in a short popular tract make 
them familiar and intelligible to every apprehension. Thus are men fool- 
ed out of their understanding; fooled out of their security, and fooled out 
o! their happiness; and when they have lost every blessing beyond recovery, 


First printed in May, 1796. f Demosthenegs. 
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they look round at each other in a stupid despair, clashing their chaine and 
unable to shake them off, and ask, “ Hor has all this been brought about! 
I am no enemy to the liberty of discussion; and the toleratior. of 
opinions; I am for vo literary proscription. But I think it is plainly on: 
interest, as well as our duty, (while we yet may) to strive to suppor: 
THAT CONSTITUTION IN CHURCH AND STATE, which has hitherto 
been able to build us up, and give us an inheritance, or rather the pc. 
. eminence, among all those who have been strengthened by policy, or 
sanctified by revelation. What I would contend for also, is this; that 
among all who are worthy to be called scholars or legislators, criticism, 
observation, and watchfulness are peculiarly necessary; that men may 
hear of their common danger, aud be admonished to put a few plain 
questions to themselves; © Waar are we geing to resign or give up, 
« and why? WHAT are we going to adopt, and wherefore?” I repeat 
it, NOW, in this our day, while the bitterness of political death is pressing 
upon almost every other nation in Europe. 
When we are opening the avenues to Political Reform, and to the 
consequent inevitable dissolution of our own government, is it possible 
that we can for a moment forget the tremendous Republic? Over ever; 
state, and island, and promontory in Europe he sits tyrant or arbitress. 


Aran. OLOE EDEAPOE 
 Ovptos g Yar u Ex fl, 05 X45 05 prices 
BTZ ZOGSGEN eepvorcs:* 


From every other state, but England, the sceptre has fallen by the arms, 
or the principles, or the treachery of France. What she can effect by 
war and invasion, that she most readily and most willingly accomplishes. 
But she has other means, nor less terrible, nor less certain. The Sub. 
terranean wind of this fierce democracy has force enough to overthrow, 


— 
— 


— — 


* * Callim. Hymn. ad Deum. 125. The imagery of this Hymn i 
peculiarly splendid and awful. The whole may be perused with pleasure. 
The sentiments and expressions have oſten a sublime piety, 
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or to transport, hills and rocks torn from Pelorus (a) and by this explo- 
gon they too often have perished. In the agony of these reflections lan- 
guage will labour, and the images of nature and all her elements in con- 
flict and convulsion will present themselves. 

When indeed I consider this great, powerful, and yet opulent kingdom, 
with all its bearings and dependencies, I know not which to reprobate 
most, the folly or the wickedness of its internal enemies, and of the des- 
perate French faction in the heart of its metropolis. When I think on 
these things, and at the same time reflect, that the eyes of a whole nation 
were originally opened by Ong Man, and the systems of internal destruc- 
tion and of irreversible misery, which awaited us, were displayed“ and 
confounded by #15 powers, I pardon and forget his eccentricities, and 
even his partiality for the Romish faith and its professors, and the heat 
and violence which too frequently and too fatally attend upon the uncon- 
trolled Genius of Epmuny Buxxz. Sometimes indeed, (it is when my 
heart burns within me) I pour out my thoughts by myself in contempla- 
tion of MY COUNTRY, Which I love with ardour unabated, and of its 
GREAT CITIZEN, whom I approach with reverence, in the words of the 
poet: | 

Quz cum magna modis multis miranda videtur 
Gentibus humanis Regio, visendaque fertur, 

Rebus opima bonis, multi munita virim vi, 

Nil tamen nod babuisse ViRo PREACLARIUS in ge, 


Nec sanctum magis et mirum carumque videtur. f 


But still on such a subject, of such a man, and at such a time, I would 
speak with precision, and admire with sircumspection. Let us call to mind 
ior a moment the few years just past aud the transactions, the traces of 
which are felt and visible. I would pass over them rapidly, but I could 


1 — 


* 


a „ Lyalpestro monte, ond's tronco Peloro.” 


Duant. Purg. C. 14+ 
Whence Milton took his famous words P. L. b. 1. 232. 


* Animo vidit, ingenio complexus est, eloquentia illuminavit.“ 


These are the words of Paterculus concerning Cicero. How natural to 
transfer them to EDMuDU BUK ER! (1796.) 


7 Lucret. Lo Is V. 728. 
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wuch internal terror and impending anarchy, and from the confusion, 


common interest, and equal exertion, and a regular, defined, limited 
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wish the view to be impressive. We have been delivered from a state of 


new political chaos, where all was brute and disorderly. Our constitu- 
tion, our liberties, and our rights, (L. fear not to name the word, we 
have and enjoy them all, xieurs public and private) all these have been 
preserved and confirmed. Every rank in society, the peasant, the lawyer, 
the mechanic, the farmer, the tradesman, the private gentleman, hase 
all felt and acknowledged, and obeyed the paramount call of their\coun+ry, 
Peace is within our Walls, and it is their work. In the higher order: of 
the state, and in the sovereign, we have seen a gracious behaviour, z 


power. Of such a conduct security is the natural production; it blossom: 
into fruit. But with this, though man might be happy, he will not 
always, or indeed long be satisfied. He will reach at perfection absolute 
and unqualified. He forgets, that theoretical perfection in government 
and practical opression are closely allied. He will be more than man, and 
he becomes less. In the year 1788 and *89, the visionary prospect from 
the shore of France opened on the eyes of our modern Reformers, 
England looked upon these Reformers, and the government neglected 
them. Societies, in the very face of an insulted legislature, boldly 
multiplied, and magniked, and congolidated each other. All grew up 
in silence. "There was no public apprehension among the well-affected, no 
distrust. We laughed at metaphysical distinctions, and idle terms of scho- 
lastic art, and revolutionary dinners and republican toasts. It was an hour 
of general and of unaccountable indifference. The great chain of 
posts, and a species of telegraphic communication had been established 
unperceived, The English Revolution in 1688 was held up to seeming 
approbation and reverence, but in reality to secret or rather to open con. 
tempt ; and the Revolution in France 1788, was the Revolution which 
they intended to realize and to celebrate. The Reformers strove to buy 
golden opinions of their fellow citizens, and to wear them in the newest Sy 
gloss. The external decoration deceived the eye. The painted sepulchte « ble 
was prepared and whited without, the vault and receptacle of all ou 
ancient liberties, and rights, and securities, and properties, and common 
comforts, Still we beheld all this, but went our way, and forgot what 
manner of men these Reformers were. At this very hour, When he 


EN 26s 2 


public mind was darkened that it could not discern, when in every quarter 
of the heaven appeared vapour, and mist, and cloud, and exhalation ; 


La piova maladetta, fredda, e greve, 

{ Regola e qualitd (estrana e nuova) 
Grandine grossa, e acqua t inta, e neve, 

Per Þ aer tenebroso si riversa; (a) 


at this very hour the morning horizon began suddenly to redden. Tt 
was the dawn. Then indeed, © FIRST IN HIS EAST the glorious lamp 
was Seen, Regent of Day!” This luminary was EpmunD BURKE. 
Light broke upon them all. The features of misrule and malignity, of 
tyranny and of opression, the fabled sceptres and hostile powers figured by 
poets and orators, were realized in the spirits of turbulence, dissatisfaction, 
zedition, rebellion, and democracy. But they were scen to be dispersed. 
The rays of the orb were direct, collected and concentrated: they had 
power to illuminate and to consume. But the course of this orb, 
though marked, was hort. It is set; never to return.“ 


EYAEIE! aA“ £2 AtAz0purres £742) AXTAAEY! 
Ov pity L Cworrog wrndtt;, was Oavorres. b 


But I must proceed... I confess, that I am not such a desperate lover 
of what is brought to me for abstract political truth, as never to make an 
inquiry into the character of the proposers of it, their personal views, and 
the men and measures with which they are connected. I feel myself a 
member of regulated society, and I would maintain an established order. 
acknowledge myself a subject of a mild and equitable government, 
(though under a most severe temporary pressure) and I would preserve 
that government which gives US ALL protection. And when I adopt the 
great rule, that © we should love our neighbour as ourselves,“ I have not 
yet made such advances in the theory of political justice and in the new 
wisdom, as coolly to assert, that “this maxim, though possessing considera- 
ble merit as a popular principle, is not strictly modelled with philosophi- 


a Dante Inf. C. 6. From what other Poet, ancient or modern, 
could I draw forth such expressions? 
(August 1797.) b Home II. 23. v. 69. 
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* cal precision.“ (a) J have not yet learned to treat the Revelation of Goh, 
or the institutions of my country, with contumely. I have no romantic 
ideas of virtues without motives, and of actions without regulations. 1 
believe it to be a matter of general safety, that crimes should be discerned, 
as well as repressed, by legal sanctions; and that the nature of justice 
and of injustice should be declared, taught, and enforced, by law, by tc 
gion, and by education. Experience has instructed me, and reason and refcc. 
tion have confirmed me in the belief, that Conscience may be erroneon: 
that it is a monitor which needs advice, and a guide which often call?“ 
superior direction. I look upon justice as the foundation (b) and support, 
but not as the whole of human duty; and I cannot, in insulting langusgc, 
resolve the sum and substance of all government and civil society into 
« Laws proclaimed by Heralds, and expounded by Curates.“ (c) 

Vet do I not speak professionally, I have no personal interference 1: 
the church, the law, or the state. But I speak again and again, 
earnestness and with sincerity, from the mingled affections of regard, cu, 
and hope for us all (and I trust, we are the great majority) who yet re- 
main firm, constant, and unshaken by such writers as these. I speak to 
all, who have the courage, and learning, and ability to repress then 
not by force, (God forbid!) but by reasoning, and by appeals to the un. 


a See an inquiry into Political Justice, by William Godwin. 2d. 
Edition $yo. vol. 1. page 125. 
ba rener actaris BAOPON. (Pindar.) But who calls u /our- 
dation, a building ?....The whole passage of the poet has suche strength 
and grace, when applied to Great Britain, that I will present it to our 
Grecian patriots. | * Oe 45por erT05, Eevorrs Os biperrroviey Won 


o Keeper, Ape pe Hertiddves, ayAgoruge?, EY Ta yep Evvopece vt; 


ATV VNTH48 Thy Aixe Tow! arÞanis Sees, x oc ox por og Epavre, res dci 


4p rh, Xp. ratdig t νν O44447 053 PHT] oper, Xepou pant!" 
0perovuvubey, Es 8% Mose au ο,ͤt„ 1 8˙ Apng via wias UN p46:404) 40g. 
Pind. Olymp. O. 13. 
c See Godwin on Justice as above, vol. 2. p. 299» 
Hec Ego non credam Venusin& digna lucernã? 


Hec Ego non agitem ? 
Juv. Sat. 1. v. 51 
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derstanding, and the social relations of their fellow- creatures. I speak to 
all who can rescue them from the cold unfeeling tyranny of modern meta- 
Physics, as exhibited in the new systems of government and manners, 
(religion they have none) and from nonsense which must at last be found 
impracticable, when every estate and condition of man has been over- 
thrown for their pleasure and experiments, that these new arbiters, or 
creators, of human destiny may introduce a government without principles, 
laws without mercy, and morality without a motive. 

The main point of rest to every empire is the principle on which volun- 
tary and habitual obedience is paid to established authority. Half a cen- 
tury is ingufſicient for any new power or constitution to find its level. It 
is indeed matter of great patience, as well as of deepest concern, to rea- 
sonable men, to observe what is still carrying on in this country in defi- 
ance of every evil which has been felt, and will long continue to be felt, 
from the introduction of new principles among other nations. For the 
sentence of final destruction seems to be now executing on the various 
governments of Europe. 


Ves I must weep for yon, ye rival vales, 

« Arno and Andalùsia! but for thee 

% More largely, and with filial tears must weep, 
« O'Albion, O my country! Must ma join, 
In van dissever'd. from the rest ?=— 


I trust not in vain, (a) Still the last dispensation of mercy is offered 7 


1 
2 — 


a Historical facts of ancient times are wholly inadequate to the 
illustration of the present great events, but some passages are not unwor- 
thy of attention. In the 256th year of Rome, when the Latins declared 
tor Tarquin, the Conscript Fathers were not terrified, though all their 
Allies, the Rutuli, the Volsci, and other powers deserted them. The 
Senate was still bold, though Rome had rebellious subjects in the heart of 
the metropolis, and the State and Constitution were preserved. There 
were men who, like the Tookes and Thelwalls of our days, taught the 
people, uy GrXoxwptty by reh pendives avroG ayabs us ra didusn, and en- 
forced all the popular arguments of revolt and sedition. I refer to the 
afch B. of the Roman Antiquities of Dionysius Halicarnassensis, Sect. 63, 
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THIS ISLAND: and it is only to be deserved and continued to us by rm. 
ness, temperance, and piety, and by perseverance in the constitution sac 
and civil which now is, without daring to attempt any present innovation 


in theory or in practice. It is indeed by looking calmly, (not as slaves or 


bigots, but as wise men ;) upon those imperfections, which human 1instity. 
tions never can prevent, or wholly remove, that we may yet hope, under 
Providence, to preserve for ourselves and our posterity the blessins+ 0/ 
cultivated society, in this awful and general convalsion of Europe. The: 
are best secured to us by our present form of government and laws, which 
being just in their principle, temperate in their effects, impartial in their 
application, and merciful in their execution, have the sanction of time. 
of wisdom, and of experience. In whatever shape French Philosopby may 
approach, however recommended, or dignified, or disguised, by scholars. 
or by ignorant and seditious men, in Greek, in Latin, in French, ©: in 
English, L would resist and repel it. Whenever the machine app-2:. 
before the walls, I shall never regard it as the gift of Minerva, but call 
aloud to try the temper and the substance of it, ferro Argolicas fear 
latebras, to distriist the present, and to reject the offer, Let the enemy 
be dragged forth to light and shewn as be is, and I will yet trust that the 
kingdom and the citadel may $tand. 

The TRHIRD PART of this poem opens with a playful subject, and i: 
is treated as such. But as the poem advances, I must (to use a prophet 's 
expression) sbery my dark speech upon the harp, and must, now and then 
perchance, strike the strings $0omewhat loudly, and descend into a more 
Severe and a more solemn harmony. But what I esteem to be neces u 


» 


which is curious and instructive. But one sentence of this neglected 
Historian is so singularly applicable to our own immediate circumstances 
(August 1797) that it may not be improper to insert it. It is from tis 
62d. Section of the 5th Book. „Obs, e Pawaio: rue, o 746 
„ bix.0g uu TH; WIY@NTE FOAEROY &Vapaverrou, xa: TIAZEAL ANENNQKOTA: 


* EYMMAXIKAZ EASA, wane Tais elne, Guraperos FioTivo 407% 


„ {0y8 55, FOANG Tpolupeertpet Tos Tov Ah yivorro, ws d Thy G . NN 
ps apt 667/004 TOC 18 nev@uvec E£T0febY04, Kat fat KATH VV h di 
* i Pugs eme lareſbocarri⸗ Toy Laney 06 K05Y@TEHEVOE T Bot nc." 


Dion. Halicarn. Rom. Hist. I. 5. S. 0 
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that I will declare; und what I feel it to be my duty to represent, that I 
will have the boldness to publish. Through the whole course of my life, 
in every trying circumstance, and in every wayward event, public aud 
private, I have held fast che concise and strong admonition of the poet: 


Tu NE CE DE MAL1S; sed contra audentior ito, 
Nam tua te Fortuna sinet. 


My learning and rescarches, such as they are, I submit to scholars; 
my opinions, my labour, and my services, in the integrity of affection, I 
offer TO MY COUNTRY; my errors and defects I leave to public reprehen- 
sion, in à respectful silence. Whether men will hear, or whether they 
will not hear, is not strictly my personal concern; but my intention no 
man taketh from me. 


- . —— — — 
—a—U——— —e . V—¾ 
w 


— > — — 


8 — — 


— — 


— 


— 


8 


— * * — A — * 5 * = 43 2 we 4 2 a 
— * — 
- L * 
1 ̃ ˙ A ⅛ĩ—l!J C IG = qe N 


— —2 4 


N —— 


- — Ot —⸗⁹³ — 
* — > ba 


-_ 


2 „%% 2 3 
— - ry — 
— 


CI 


— : 
= — 4 
— —_— 
2 — . — D— 
— 0 


. NY §ðÜWÜW— RC —— 
& - . 


E —_—_— 


e e 


na as es Hd SS 


ISI: ©. 20 <A 4 1 


Inter ris rf x oe ry 


DIALOCUE THE THIRD.* 
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OCT AVIUS. 


W HAT then, shall none remain, to whom belongs 
The care of Attic bards and Dorian songs?“ 


Shall England boast no more, in order'd clans, 


Her owls from Athens and her Delian swans? 
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Is no memorial left of ancient fame, 


No dirge funeral, nor one Grecian game? 


* First printed in May, 1796. 

t Athenzi Deipnosophist: L. 14. p. 617. Ed. Casaub. 

a The subject of Greek Literature is resumed. See the conclusion 
of the Second Dialogue. 


—_ — 2 * va 
— — ” 2 — — , wa" 
— end OY ] Rees ard OD 


— - 
A af Ge 


— 1 OO a 


— 
— — — — 
— 
— — - — — 
— — (— — — — — — 
— — "OM 
— h — VTLU' 
2 = 
” 


— 


E 

AUTHOR. | 

There is: lo, learned Clerks in sable stolc, 
Graceful in years, pant eager for the goal. = 

Old Norb'ry *starts, and with the seventb-form © boys 
In weeds of Greek the church-yard's peace annoys, 


With classic Weston, © Charley Coote, and 'Tew, ' 
In dismal dance about the mournful yew. 19 


FE 


— 


| aa l allude to the rage for translating Gray's Elegy into Greek vers, 
by so many combatants for the prize, of whom more in the following 
notes. | 

b The Reverend Doctor Norbury, late one of the Assistants and 
now one of the Fellows (or old boys) at Eton, publised the first Greet; 
translation of the Elegy. 

c In Eton School there are but six forms for the boys— Ther- 
Reverend Divines, it seems, have only taken one step since they left 
school. 

cc The Rev. Mr. Stephen Weston is a man of much ingenuity, 
great classical knowledge, and skilled in various languages. 

d Monsieur Prrrixx (Editor of the Tableau de Paris, &c.) 
favoured me with the following record and extract, which I give in ls 
own French terms, as they are very significant and forcible. 

« PLACE DE LA TRA DVC TIOx. 

« Fz4n NoRBURY, Docteur en Theologie, Chanoine et associe 3 
« Eton. Age soixante et huit ans. 

« ET NE WeEsTown, Bachelier en Theologie, Abbe, Voyayeur, 
« Versificateuy, ci devant Recteur. Age cinquante ans. 

« CHARLES Coorz, Doateur en Thtologie, Doien Irlandois. Age 
„ cinquante et deux ans, selon le registre. 


—__— 


P. S. Jai recue une lettre tres obligeante de la part de Monziev: 
Peltier, dont Jai la plus haute consideration, qui m'a informe, qu'il y une 
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But first in notes Sicilian © plac'd on high, 


Bates sounds the soft preluding symphony; 


** 


* 
— 


„EO, Tew, Buchelier en Theologie, Chanoine et Associé a 
Eton, Age cinquante et sept ans. 

GUILLOTINES à la Grecque, 25 Floreal Nuintidi, 1796. 
Extrait du Registre de la Guillotine Literaire.“ 

N. B. Ile sont montôs sur l &chafſaut avec asse3 de courage; a dix- 
beures et un quart du matin leurs tetés sont tombe's.” 

Extrait du Rapport fait Au dons EIL DES ANCIENS, par PExecuteur 
de la haute justice litEraire. 

e Notes Sicilian— Joan Bates, Esgyixx, as an old Etonian, 
and once Fellow and Tutor of King's College, Cambridge, was 30 
obliging as to offer himself as Musical Conductor on the occasion. Some 
persons may think, that the “notes Sicilian” allude to the Auer Zixinixes 
re Tiv0305, apy,ors Meret: but they are no musicians, if they think so. 
Mr, Bates's judgment naturally led him to adopt the Siciliana for this 
famous solemnity, as it is a movement slower and more marked than the 
(ire, While the Siciliang was playing, the combatants, before they 
entered the lists, approached the Critic's throne moving in a sort of mea- 
zured step. The Reverend Mr. Naxts, (editor of the British Critic, 
and in my estimation, and I believe in that of every member of Lincoln's 


at _ 
—_ 


petite meprise dans le Registre au sujet de Monsieur le DocTEuR Coors, 
Traducteur celebre. Qu'il n'etoit pas Doien Irlaudois and, par consꝭ quent, 
grand theologien, mais Docteur en Droit Civil en Angleterre, tr#s instruit 
dans la grammaire Grecgue. Monsieur Peltier avec le zele le plus edifiant 
pour la verite, et avec beaucoup d'onction, m'a pris de corriger le 
registre et la poésie Ià degus; et m'a informs, que Monsieur NanEs 
Auteur tres aimable en son genre, et editeur de Fouvrage periodi- 
cue, (The Britisb Critic) la voulũt aussi avec beaucoup d' empressement. 
Malheureusement c'est impossible; et j'ai repondũ tres franchement: 
Mon cher Peltier, quand une fois la tete doctorale est tombde ; eh! que 
falre?“ (Vo. 1997.) 
* Moschi Epit. in Bion. v. 1. 


U 


— oQ 
4 33 


—— - 
— * 


— — 
2 ——— — 


5 


a= v” 


—— 


m 
of 
_ 0 _ 
FI 2 — a — 
* Oy 
bs - 
> _— ee 
88 — = 
a * «a #% 4 C 
- 7 - a » —_— P”>" _ 2 
— 7 » 
= —— —̃̃ = 
— 22 — — 2 4 — "Td — 
2 


- — « — — — — — 2 © 
_—_ * DF ES 
- — - — — — _ - — — 
— by . Wy — 
a PT _- — — A. - ar 8 _- 
4 
— — — 1 * — . 
WW... * wy ” - 2 — 
— 
— 
» A 


— 


— 


Fogg — 


22 ͤ — 


= _y „ 


— „ 7 —_ 


& * b >. - —_ - — — 
- — — — 
— — 
— c OOIRS — 
7: 


C 154 J 

And in sad cadence, as the bands condense, 

The curfew tolls the knell of parting Stxs8. 
Nares * holds the prize, and stops the Doric din 

Elmsley s without and Rivington within; 


—_———— 
K 
9 


Inn, a gentleman of worth, learning and ability, and to whom not 
slightest disrespect is here intended) was appointed the judge or Bye&:-; 
m the occasion, and beheld them without emotion, though the sight wa. 
luxuriant in the extreme. 

O'er their warm cheeks, and rising bosoms move 

The bloom of young desire, and purple light of love.“ 


lad the combatants been political personages, I would have described 


the whole game, and the characters, and their speeches in the poem. But 
I learned early ſrom Cervantes the necessity of limitation and propriety in 
fiction; though this is a mere record of a matter of fact. 

f | I always admired the solemn irony, with which the Reviewer: in 
The Britisb critic tres ted this Grecian game among the old boys. i: 
appeared to me as if I saw their exercises looked over at Eton by Dr. 
Davies, who said, . Norbury, you have done pretty well; “ Tew, you 
« had a few faults, but a little more spirit than Norbury;“ “ Weston, 
« you have translated with some elegance, but you have no autbority for you; 
&« renttive absolute. Master Coote, I think you have one false quantity, 
« but it is a doubtful syllable, and I shall pass it this time.“ It is 8omething 
odd, that a Westminster man, (I mean Mr. Nares,) should be the ſudge 


of these old Eton boys. 
g Elmsley f and Rivington, two London booksellers, one ned foi 


shrewdness, and the other for orthodoxy. Very proper assessors TO THE 


» Gray's Progress of Poetry. 
+ I know not why I should withhold the Testimonia Doctorum to Mr 


Elmsley. To begin z“ Mr. Elmsley, whose zeal for his Author can 


« never be sufficiently commended,” &c.— See Mr. Bryant's letter to Mr 
Richardson at the end. Hear Mr. Gibbon: „“ Je trouve dans le 
Libraire Elmsley, un Conseiller sage, instruit, et discret.” Mr. Gibbon to 
Mr. Deyverdun. Letters, vol. 2. 4to. p. 596. Again: „I was froud d 


Aw 


* 


Poet? 


W 


Ib. p. 653. 


1 


The volumes are arrang'd in order meet, 

And all their ears erect these accents greet: 20 
« Hail, my fond masters of the Grecian lyre! 

„Hear a Reviewer's verse yourselves inspire: 

These books are yours, (oh, heed my tuneful voice) 

« Take'em, or damn'em, as best syits your choice; 


— 
— — 


CRIric. Mr. Elmsley was stationed at the door to keep the peace 
among the combatants, who were rather noisy and troublesome from 
their number. Afterwards Mr. Elmsley took his seat with the CRI TI. 
The place of the meeting was the celebrated Musical Room in Hanover 
Square. See a subsequent note. 

i Damn em. This (word) is to be understood in a very sober and 
« decent sense.“ See Bishop Warburton's note on one of the concluding 
lines of Pope's Story of Sir Balaam, Moral Ep. 3. v. 401. Pope's Works 
edit. Warb. Bvo.vol. 3. p. 269. The Devil and the King divide the 
prise; which line the bishop with the utmost gravity declares to be “a 
« $atire only on Such ministers of state, which history informs us have been 
« found, who aided the devil in his temptations, in order to, &c. &c.“ Sec 
the remainder of the note. This it is to be a commentator on a mere 
badinage!!! There certainly are books which may make a Reviewer or 
a Divine swear a little, I readily excuse Mr. Nares (as I do Mr. Grubb 
in the farce) for being a little bas:y in his expressions. Longinus (who 


_ — —_— 


* happy, if I could prevail on Elmslz;, toenliven theduliness of the evening.“ 
Booksellers of reputation have been always mentioned with 
respect; The Socii by Horace, and Trypho by Quintihan: Mr. ToxsoN 
is recorded by a man of talents,* Mr. BEcxir by Sterne, Mr, ELMSLEv 
by Mr. Bryant and Mr. Gibbon, and finally by his humble servant, the 
Author of the Pursuits of Literature. 


* George Steevens, Esq. editor of Shakespeare, in his Preface to the 
Poet's works. 


5 
- - — — © 4 — 
— 2 - - 
/ —— 10 —— _ 


E id So.” 
: — 


20 .  *., „ © » BS on og” ( , ¶ — 
— * = _ 9 — 
- * - 
— — — — 5 


— 
- 


| " 4 
"1 
1 | 


75 Y 
ſ | , 
1. f 
| \ 
0 37 
F = 
. * 
| hs 
wo 
4 a 
4 
}. 
. 1 
: 
| IR * 
« . 
: 
If 
\ 
| „ 
k 1 
= 
: 3 
: - 
| 
: 1 
. 
1 
: | 
4 


= — 8 > 
— - 4 
4 4 _— _ 


- — = — © - — 
„ 


9＋q3 22 2 


_ 
* 3. 
- — — * 


—_ - 

4 —_ 

. K I — 
- 70 


- —— — — - — —— x 
r lone EF 


< » >. of © yy 5, Li eo. er 


„ — 
— 
— 22 


- 


[ 136 J 


„For some are new, some foolish, and some old, 
«© Some pert in calf, and some in sbeets are bold. 
„Twelve British Critics, new or little read: 

« Horsley's chaste sermon, * and his copper head 


| 


* _— 


— — 


gives excellent directions, in his treatise on the sublime for wearing 10 
the best advantage) observes Eoriy ve brweuy Twa MAI wiye, . 
© 3; ru, nat rg, Ka 8D" wv L.cipwv, Kats g ber. De Subl. S. 16. 
The substance of which may be this; “ Swearing considered in itself, and 
« without reference to the matter and the manner, is by no means an d. 
ce complisbment, or a scource of the sublime, and $bould never be introduced, 
« but in the proper place and occasion, and then on{y upon the most urgent 
« motives and for the strongest reasons. From all which it appears, that 
discipline and instruction in this art are necessary, before a man can ger 
as a gentleman, a scholar, an orator, or a man of fashion. Therefore, no 
man should ever swear at random in conversation. See the Rev. Dr. 
Longinus's Sermon, as above, in toto; to which the Rev. Mr. Nares cer- 


tainly paid due attention. 


k See his Sermon before the Magdalens, (in 4to) on April 22, 1795. 
I wish the Bishop had put an appendix (as the fashion is) to explain a 
little of it, though in some places it is very intelligible. For instance, in 
the following passage, page 6. 4 Numberless and ravisbing are the beau- 
©« ies which the mortal EE beholds, in the various works of creation and 
« of art. Elegant and of endless variety the entertainments which rc 
% Hhrovided for the EAN: whether it delight to listen to the sober narra- 
&« tives of history, or the wild ſictions of romance; whether it hearken to 
the grave lessons of the moralist, to the abstruse demonstrations of 
« science, the round periods of eloquence, the 5þrightly flouris hes of rheto- 
'« ric, the Smocth numbers and bold flights of poetry, or catch the cnc. 
ing sounds of harmony; that poetry, which sings of (something ;) bat 
« harmony which uns (one thing) and wafts (another)” &c. &c, Ani 
as if the Bishop had not been plain enough, he begins again; „Infinite 


« the multitude of pleasurable forms which” do, as before observed. 
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Creek. 
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Letters from Alciphron * to cool love's flame, 


« Andprove Greekwhores and English justthe same; 
„The Hymns that Taylor,” England's gentile priest, 


« Sung spousal at fair Psyche's marriage feast; 30 


* ä 
—__— 


—_ 
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reader will allow, he never before met with so much recondite truth, 
divers ed with such beautiful! and discriminating epithets. The Bishop 
might as well have said: What a charming place Lonpow is! what 
« varieties and entertainments are provided for the eye and ear. First, 
« there's the House of Lords, then Westminster Abbey, then the Opera 
House and the Play-house. There's Doctor Gillies who provides $ober 
« þistory, and Mrs. Smith, wild romance; there's Mr. Pitt with his round 
& eloquence, and Mr. Erskine absolutely fainting in sprightly flourisbes; 
there are Scotchmen teaching grave morality and Greek; Dr. Hutton 
« with abstruse demonstrations how all things made themselves: there is 
« Mr. Jerningham with his smooth numbers, and Dr. Tasker with his bold 
« flights, Madame Banti at the Opera, and the little children at the 
Foundling: there are” &c. &c. Kc. All this might do well enough at 
a polite devotional lounge, at some fashionable warm chapel from a popular 
preacher; but I am really asbamed that Bisnop HoRSLEr should conde- 
:cend to write, or pronounce ex cathedra such trivial school-boy deglama- 
tion about nothing at all, and then publisb it. Men in high station and of 
high talents (like Bishop Horsley) should be careſul, very careful, how 
they lessen themselves by their own words and works; and if Bishop Hor- 
5ley Foes on in this style, and as he has done in several of his later produc- 
tions, whatever his politics may be, he certainly never will incur the dan- 
ger of The Second Philippi. 

i Alciphron's Epistles; in which are described the domestic man- 
ners, the Courtezans and the Parasites of Greece, Translated from the 
Creek. : 

m Thomas Taylor, translator of Plotinus, parts of Plato, tbe fable 
of Cupid and Psycbe from Apuleius, Hymns, &c. the would-be reatorer of 


unintelligible mysticism and zuperstitious Pagan nonsense. All that lam- 
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l 
The alphabet in Greek by R. P. Knight; " 
« Some rules for men to think and study right ; 


„An Eton Foolscap, with the game of goose 
Printed by Pote, types large and cover loos: ; 
An Education Sermon, rather long. 

By Doctor Parr, all in the vulgar tongue; 
Last, Horsley's master-piece, "” and merry plans, 
Av accent right the goods of courtezans. 


— — — 
— ad 
on 


blichus revealed to Ædesius.— Mr. Taylor, in conjunction with Dr. Dar- 
win, might solve the following problem; „Whether a Platonic idea, 
& hovering to the right on the orifice of chaos, might drive away e 
& $quadrons of democratical atoms?“ Rabelais, at the end of Book 5. 
Duestions Pbilosopbigues. For my own part I am not disposed to go any 
further, as Lycophron. Cassand. v. 14. expresses it, Achs ig dit ge dus ion. 
n An analytical Essay on the Greek Alpbabet, by R. P. Knight.— 
P. may stand for Payne or Priapus Knight, in allusion to his Essay on the 
Worship of Priapus. 
nn | See a treatise on the Prosodies of the Greek and Latin en. 
guages, dedicated to Lord Thurlow by (Bishop Horsley.) I allude © 
the Bisbop's pleasant comment, p. 47, so universally admired, on de 
Attic Law, Eras xpuoia © Popoin D) wire. My gallantry forbid: 
me to use any accents at all upon these ladies, especially since thr 
| Bisbop has shewn me, how dangerous it is to meddle with them, In thus 
short passage there are four personages virtually concerned; Alexande: 
Apbrodisiensis, Aristotle, Venus, and Bishop“ Horsley!!!! 1 ass urg he 


_—_ ___— 


— — 
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— 


I $hall express my opinion of Bishop Horsley, as a writer, 1 
words of Erasmus; Ex libris deprehendi hominem esse ardentis ingen 
varia lectionis, et multæ memoriz alicubi tamen majore copia g 
delectu, ac dictione tumuſtuosa magis quam composita.“ Erasmus, Ep. 
1248. 
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« Nor books alone attend the Conquzror Bard, 


% Him shall await a more sublime reward: 40 
« Not the coarse joy a Grecian once could feel, 
„Apples for sauce, or parsley for his veal, 

« Or beverage drawn from spruce or mountain pines, 
« With oil from Pisa's olive, when he dines; 
No ode to praise the binding of his books:“ 

« No print from Sheffield of historic cooks, 


* a ah. _ — 
FY i. A— — 


FR 


Lordship, I have as great ab affection, as human infirmity can allow, for 
an Oxyton, a Paroxyton, or even a Pro-par-oxyton! Ladies never before 
knew the political importance of an accent. While I am upon this Epis- 
copal and Cyprian subject, I may observe that Proclus has a singular re- 
mark in his Chrestomathia, as preserved by Photius: (Biblioth. p. 984, 
Ed. 1653.) „ Mad 1a Korp INPOIA POEYTONQE vgn, v 
rei. | 

o Apples, &c.— There is now an afſectation in modern young gentle- 
nen, as soon as they have left school or college, particularly in young 
lawyers and boy-members of parliament, of for getting their Greek, if they 
ever knew any. I sliall therefore without ceremony remind them of the 
ancient rewards in the Grecian games, which consisted of some apples con- 
zecrated to Apollo in the Pythian, of a chaplet of pars/ey in the Nemzan, 
of an olive garland in the Olympic games, and of a wreath of pine- leaves 
in the Isthmian solemnity. 

p I am sure Pindar“ very seldom had so good a subject for his deep 
mouth. Mr. White, of Fleet street, aud Mr. Edwards of Pall-mall, 


W 


Not that detestable writer calling himself PETER PIX DAR, of whom 
zee the First Part of the Pursuits of L. 


„ There on the rack of satire let him lie, 
| Fit garbage for the hell-hound Infamy. Heroic Post- 
cut to the Public, by the author of the H. Epistle to Sir W. Chambers. 


| 


— 
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« Of beauteous Gibbon's fair proportion'd shape, 
„An old baboon, or fœtus of an ape; 


P 4 1 A N ä * 


—— ——— 
— — — 


— 


booksellers, would furnish me with much better materials for an ode tba 
Pindar's, in their florid descriptions, (so animating to purchasers) of gor- 
geous binding, little Dr. Gosszr's milk-white vellum, and all its insignia, 

q See in the title page to the posthumous Works of Edward Gibbon, 
Ezquire, in 2 v. 4to. published by Lord Sheffield, an engraving of Tr + 
HiSTORIAN OF THE Roman EMPIRE, which his lordship declares to 
« as complete a likeness of Mr. Gibbon, as to person, face, and man», 
« as can be conceived.”\!! I have no doubt of Lord S.'s friendship for Mr, 
Gibbon, but why hang up ones friend in effigy to the ridicule of the pre- 
sent age and of all posterity? © Figuram animi magis quam corporis com- 
«plectantur,”* said Tacitus; and could Mr. Gibbon have seen this print, 1« 
certainly would have wished such a simulacrum vultils as this, to be ie. 
cillum et mortale, or in plain English, to see the impressions burned and 
the plate broken. I just remind all collectors of prints, that there is not 


only to be had the head of Dr. Gillies and other historic cooks, of Dr. 


Denman the man-midwife, of Mr. William Coxe, traveller and triend 
to half the crowned heads in Europe, with bis age at the bottom of thc 
print, and of other great personages; but there are still left some ch0.cc 
proof impressions of the striking bead and likeness of Mr. Jobn Furie 
PRINCIPAL COOK at the London Tavern, to be had seperate from his great 
culinary work, being all that were left unsubscribed for by the Lord 
Mayor and Court of Aldermen, by the East India and Bank Directors, and 
by Mr. Pitt and the elder Brethren of the Trinity House. But T can: 
ascertain the ave of Mr. John Farley, which is a matter vf the last im. 
portance, and for which I am truly sorry. The Homeric jucundity from 
Martial should have been the motto to our modern Myrtillus ; 


Si tibi Mistyllus cocus, Kmiliane, vocatur: 
* Dicetur quare non T*arat'alla t mihi? Mart Ep. I. 1. 


* Tacit. Vit. Agric. Sect. 46. 
F Mero Ao 7" apes Tb), x7, Hom. II. Passim. 
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« No robe, that waves in many a Tuscan fold; I" | 
No lawn, that wraps a bishop from the cold; 50 | Ii | 
« But fine broad cloth, in choicest fashion wrought, I/ ji | 
« By modern hands to full perfection brought ; | | 0 
« Tis, His to wear FOUR SUNDAYS in the Park 4 | | 
« The best black suit of Doctor Courtney's Clerk 111” * 4 | 1 j 
05 


Nares rising paus'd; then gave (the contest done,) 
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To Weston, 'Taylor's Hymns and Alciphron; 
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The reader of taste in print- collecting will thank me for reminding him of 
Mr. John Farley's head, whose works are more relisbed than any traveller's 
or histarian's that I know. | 

qQ Or in Kensington Gardens. 

r I informed my readers in a former note, that the scene of action 
was the celebrated Musical Room in Hanover Square, I must now add, $i 0100! 
that the room was decorated on the occasion with appropriate scenery, laid 
out in belts and clumps of funereal trees, to represent a church-yard with 
be belfry, the yew tree, not forgetting the ow!, with distant views of 
groups of labourers, and cattle returning home by moonlight, highly 
picturesque. This was the scene of the famed solemnity, where MR. 
NaREs, with his assessors ( Messrs. Elmsley and Rivington booksellers, 
and the combatants, the Doctors Norbury, Coote, &c. assembled. Dr. 
COURTNEY, then Bishop of “ Bristol, now of Exeter, (August, 1797.) and 
Rector of St. George's Hanover square, was very kind on the occasion, as 
ihe decision was made in his parigh; and with the consent of the Parisb 
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| * Doctor Courtney was thea on the eve of a translation to Exeter. 
(Jan. 12, 1797.) —I also wish the Bishop health to wear bis own. bes: 


lack suit, as well as another old Eton acquaintance, Bishop Cornwall, 
uccessor. 0 


2 
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To Tew, Par's sermon, and the game of goose, 
And Rochester's address to lemans “ loose; 
To Coote, the foolscap, as the best relief 
A Dean could hope; last to the hoary Chief 60 
He fill'd a cup; then plac'd on Nox B'nv's back 
The Sunday suit of customary black. 


n * Ss. A theta. 1 Mal. K 1 = _ S 4 4 44 


ans 


Clerk, made a liberal and voluntary offer of“ IAR Sunpar Sul?” 
furnished at the expense of the parish, and which, I understand, is wor: 
by the Clerk during divine service in the morning only on that day, au 
is very becoming. After the morning service the parish clerk appears in 
his ordinary dress, as a common man. Such was the Ecclesiastical suit of 
urmour made by the episcopal taylor, and hung up as THE COoNQUuER0R'+ 


prize (not pleno jure, but usufructuario,) for the Xneas of the Sundas. WII 
( 1796.) sor 11 

s Not Lord Rochester, but my good Lord Bishop of Rochester, liorib 
Bishop Horsley's Address or Sermon to the Magdalens, mentioned above; excel 
not forgetting his Jordship's Greek prosody for Lord Thurlow and the even 
ladies. | Ther 

8s Leman is the old word for a lover or a mistress. Arist 

t All my Eton friends well know Dr. Norbury's celebrated black and v 
wardrobe, and the suits which appear in the order of the Pythagoric rote. | of the 
tion from the chest or ark. Gray, 


„ Supera ut Convexa revisant, famoi 
„ Rursus et incipiant in corpora velle reverti!““ 


With what propriety did the Reverend Mr. Nares make and pronounc: 
this famous decree !. 

tt I must transcribe the concluding sentence of the Review ot ches 
famous translations, in THE BRITISH CRITIC for March 1795. p. 24 


— — nn 


* They who are acquainted with the dignity and magnificent deport- 
ment of Dr. Courtney's present CLERK of St. George's Church, Hude 
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The gabbling ceas'd: with fix d and serious look 
Gray glanc'd from high, and own'd his rival, Cool. 


„ 


—WB ts, DAM. 4 — 4 > 2d 1 _ — — — — n — 


give the Critic the fullest credit for the conduct of this solemn irony, and 
confess that I cau conceive nothing superior in this species of wit, namely 
that of looking gravely in men's faces and telling them how foolish they 
are. The British Critic thus concludes: © We wish to avoid any invidious 
« distinction, any undue preterence. But were we absolutely called on 
« to decide, we should from the purest and most unbiassed motives (See 
« II. 23+ v. 615) fill the golden cup with the most exquisite ave; 8Za44T0;, 
« and not considering it as left without a claimant, by the fall of any 
« Eumelus, we should respectfully place it in the hands of Tag ETonran 
„ NESTOR ; 
„Ti u, x To; TYro TEPON x £074," 


v. 1 elect this extraordinary genius, poet, critic, scholar, and orator, 
WILLIAM Cook, u. A. late Fellow of King's College, and Greek Profes- 
zor in the University of Cambridge. © I knew him well, Horatio.“ me- 
lioribus olim auspiciis. I elect him, as well for the singular and original 
excellency of his performances, (though there are some oversights and 
even verbal faults in it) as for the manner in which he published it. 
There was a spare leaf or two at the end of his very sensible edition of 
Aristotle's Poetics, and there he printed it. Not in the pompous manner, 
and with dedications to Lord Chancellors and I know not whom, as some 
of these Old Boys have done. I must own that in many passages, Nature, 
Gray, and Cook seem to contend for the mastery; but above all in that 
famous stanza; 


The boast of heraldry, the pomp of pow'r, 
* And all that beauty, all that wealth c'er gave, 
„% Await alike the inevitable hour; 


The paths of glory lead but to the grave.” Grar. 


— „ ——— — 


Square, when in Bis full canonical Sunday dress will best know how to esti- 
mate the prize offered to these Grecian combatants by Mr. Nares. Too 
happy, if in such a garment, Tar Vic ron might be mistaken FOR THIS 
GREAT MAN. (1796.) 
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OCTAVIUS. 


Contract your smile, and quit this playful * search, 


These are the lay amusements of the church, 
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V A N pig buy avioy, abs n Ca04).niBog ab 
Awe Tvxas, xpvous APpoditag nana T4 dupe, 
Hard“ apa Tevre Taxi, xo nity progoiuey xαẽg 
Hpway xAt" oAwMt, Xa wxtro * Euvor 5; Ada. Cook. 


Bion or Moschus never exceeded these lines: I think, they never equal 
them. I write this Note, I will coafess it, with all the friendly fond. 
ness which an Etonian could express. 


Hoc JuvENEZM EGREGIUM PRESTANTI MUNERE vox. 


x This subject from v. f, to v. 63, of this part of my poem, is per- 
haps in itself a very trifling one. The names of some of the parties ar: 
obscure and of little note, and the concerns of Reviewers should in gene: 4| 
be confined to their own itte monthly 6luc books. But this example i; 
of deepest consequence, that MEN, who aspire to be thought scholars 
should be warned, even to all posterity, how they conduct their learning 
and expend their time; and be taught from this ridiculous instance 
(which I have selected) to value themselves on such attainments alone, a: 
are truly valuable. ors yryore ANHP, xaT1pynxca re Ts Nun,. —It cannot 
surely be conceived, that the slightest animadversion is Bere intended to 
be made on the exercises in the Greek and Latin languages, whethef 


. 
La 2 —— 


Some persons object to the being made short before the g. It may 
be so. I defend no faults, in any man's works. I leave Dr. Davies and 
Mr. Stephen Weston, the Hero of the Genitive absolute, to substituu 
x0:vey if they please. . 

The rule is absolute, Lord Kenyon cries; 
« Brisk from bis genitive let Stephen rise.“ 


f Virg. An. 4. v. 361. 
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Mere cobweb labours of their learned thought; 

'Tho' sometimes feachers must themselves be taught 
To weigh their office, raise their powerful breath, 
Nor leave the world to darkness and to death. 70 


_— 


translations or originals, in the public or private schools or in the Univer- 
sities of this kingdom. The author of the P. of L. is of opinion, that 
the utility or rather the absolute necessity of them is so great and so in- 
dispensable, that they cannot be too much commended and too much 
encouraged. I will also say, that notwithstanding the accurate and un- 
relenting severity of Dr. Charles Burney's most learned and acute criticism 
on Mx. GLASS'S GREEK TRANSLATIONS of Milton's Agonistes and _Mason's 
Caractacus, Istilh continue to admire the poetical and animated spirit zo con- 
spicuous in that very ingenious Gentleman's bold and laudable attempt at 
an early period of life. There were some mistakes, how could it be 
otherwise? Plura nitent. The composition intitled Ona reg Tocia, by the 
late Dr. Cooke, Provost of King's College, published when he was almost 
@ boy, has peculiar merit. I will add here, that if any young man of 
genius, classical learning, and poetical ardour, would present the world 
with a Greek translation of Axgns1p#'s © Hymn to the Naiads,” and 
submit it to the correction of an experienced Greek scholar before public a- 
tion, he might establish a learned and honourable reputation for himself, 
and add another composition worthy of Homer or Callimachus. 


« Sic liceat magnas Graiorum implere catervas!“ 


Compositions in Greek or- Latin handed about in private circles of 
friends are indeed useless, but free from much reprehension, though at 
best rather idle in men of a certain age. But when MEN, dignified by 
their years and their sacred profession, the youngest having passed his 
/iftieth, and the eldest entering his $ixty-eighth year, appear as rival can- 
dates for public fame from the translation of some excellent English 
verses into their own Greek; what can we say! 


6 —_ . X 
* Tunc cum ad caniticm, tunc, tunc, ignoscere—NoLo.” Persius. 
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In wines and soups, Carthusian Bacchanals, 


Why lightnings scathe yon desolated heath?) 


This ie the warning voice which should be heard, and heard aloud in 


[366 } 
2 „ * 7 
Short be their folly: let example tell 


Their life, their morals pure, and all is well. 
But should proud churchmen vie in sumptuous hai 


Nor think th' unwieldly superflux to shake, 
Where curates starve, and helpless orphans quake. 
Wav'ring I ask, in this dark scene beneath, 


And hark the voice has thunder'd: and the word, 
Borne on the blast, a trembling world has heard 80 


— — 


— — 


y The unbounded luxury and extravagance of the French and Italia 
Eoclesiasties should be a warning to the priests and ministers of all Chri- 
tian altars, however dignified or distinguished, of whatever church or 
whatever persuasion, Mankind will know, aud value them by their fruits. 
« For now is the axe laid to the root of the trees, and every tree which 
e bringeth not forth goo] fruit will (most assuredly) be hewn down,” 


assemblies frequent and full, in all churches and in all cathedrals; but 
chief in those twin-sisters of learning, the Universities of England, 
Oxford and Cambridge, which can be supported on those principles nt. 
on which they were founded, and by which they have flourished.— 
your place may yet be found, I will honour and will hail you both, 


„% Mothers of arts 
And eloquence, native to famous wits, 
“ Or hospitable in your sweet recess, 
City or suburban, studious walks and sbades!““ 


But chief with pious gratitude, and with filial reverence, Salve 1 
Partns! 1796. | | 
; * Milt. P. Reg. b. 4. V. 240. 
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In consum mation dread! the bonds of Rome 


Are burst, and Babylon's prophetic doom, 

With more than mortal rum headlong cast, 
Proclaims the measure full: she groans her last. 
From climes where Piety no more was found, 
Where Superstition wither'd all around, 

The rights of nature barr'd, by hñeav'n resign'd 
To vile affections, in corruption blind, 

While in the terrors of the world beneath, 
Permitted fiends of darkness round them breathe * 
Britain securely fix'd, invites from hig 91 
Wich charity's sedate, unalter'd eye. 

The sacred, exil'd, melancholy band, 

Passing from death and France, revere the land, 
Where streams of inexhausted bounty pour, 


And CurisrT still reigns, and bigots are no more.“ 


* 


AUTHOR. 


Blest be the voice of mercy, and the hand 
Stretch'd o'er affliction's wounds with healing bland, 


** 


— —— a F —_—_Y __ — _ _— — — 


2 allude to the grand emigration of French Priests and others to 
England, at the late Revolution in France. (1796.) 
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In holiest sympathy! our best of man 


Gave us to tears, ere misery began. 100 

Yet pause: «for mere * good nature *is a fool,” 
Now slave to party, and now faction's tool: 
Attend, nor heedless slight a poet's name : 
Poet and prophet once were deem'd the same. 


Say, are these fertile streams thus largely spread 
A filial tribute o'er a mother bed? 


zz We must remember, that the very frame and spirit of the Iz: 
ordinances, and constitution of England are in the most direct opposition 
to the Roman Catholic religion, and all its doctrines, practices, opinions, 
superstitions, and tyranny. I am astonished that we can forget their histo- 
ry and effects. I know what has been done in other countries. The only 
hospitable and unsuspecting asylum for thir priests and professors has been, 


Englz 
questi 
Protes 


purpo! 


and is, in England, On their expulsion from the continent, and their recey- | * 
tion in this kingdom under powerful protection and systematic influence, 3 | Engla 
warning voice may be heard, not without effect. This is the sole reason = which 
of all which I am about to offer on this subject. It is not an anathema, ral an 
but a warning in the spirit of mercy, moderation, and the most reflecting wr 


policy. We may depend upon it, wherever the Roman Catholic Religion 1 
is introduced, or permitted, or fostered, or pitied, or encouraged, the word: l are p 
of the poet will be found eminently true: W charit 
Spiritus intus alit, TOTAMQUE INFUSA PER ARTUS 
MENS AGITAT MOLEM, ET MAGNO SE CORPORE MISCET. 


a * Virtue (for mere Good-nature is a fool) 
« Ts sense and spirit with humanity : 
« Virtue and sense I mean not to disjoin, 
« Virtue and sense are one.“ | 
Dr. Armstrong, Art of Health, B. 4. a Poem which can never be 
sufficiently praised, read, and recommended. 
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Say are these streams (think, while avails the thought) 
To Rome through Gallic channels subtly brought? 
Rome touches, tastes, and takes; and nothing loth; 
But have ve virtues? yes, of pagan growth. 110 
Ask where Rouz's church is founded? on a steep, 


Which heresy's wild winds in vain may sweep, 


Alone where sinners may have rest secure, 


One only undefil'd, one only pure. 


aa This is one of the most important points in the present situation of 1 
England and of Europe, in regard to national policy. I propose these | 
questions. 1. How far, are the ministers of the public treasure of any | 
Protestant kingdom justified in issuing large sums of money, for the express Ti 
purpose of maintaining emigrant Catholic priests, AS A BODY? 2. If they | | 
are justified in issuing any sums, in what manner and under what control If 16 
-hould this public money be expended and distributed? 3. Whether in 
England at this time, there are not peculiar and paramount considerations 
which call for wisdom and prudence to regulate and restrain the first natu- 
ral and honourable impetuosity of mercy and humanity, to the end that 
TAE CONSTITUTION OF ENGLAND, IN HER CHURCH AND STATE, be preserved 
;nviolate from open attacks, or from insidious attempts !-—These questions 
are proposed for the public security, with sobriety, seriousness, and 
charity to all, as of common importance. 
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Dixerat Anchises; natumque unaque Sibyllam _ - 1 | q 
Conventus trahit in medios, turbamque sonantem; 1 
Et tumulum capit, unde omnes longo ordine possit 
Adversos legere, et venientum discere vultus! (1796.) 


a U is well known that rigid Catholics hold, that the virtues of 


heretics, or protestants, are to be considered in the light of pagan virtues. 
think the hishop of St. Pol. de Leon would agree to this opinion. (1796.) 
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Blame you her cumbrous pomp, her iron rod, 


Or trumpery relics of her saints half-shod ? 


Lo Confessors, in every hamlet found, 

With sacred sisters walk their cloister'd round: 
There read the list: and calm the fate expect, 
When crafty, meddling, thankless priests direct. 120 


—_— Ry” le ac. lt ted. _— 4 - 
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b See * Tas Larrr's Duc for 1796, (printed for J. P. 
« Coghlan, Duke street, Grosvenor square) to which is added © Ty- 
©ECOLOURS OF THE CHURCH,” words rather ominous. It is a pamphlet 
the low price of $ixpence, which I recommend to public notice and t- 
which I refer the reader. It is a matter of some surprise and concern, to 
read the list of the almost incredible number of little books and tract- zt 


the smallest prices, published and to be published, calculated for the 7c: c- 
ral disseminacion of PoPgRr in these realms; the fatal display of all th. 


existing and rising Romish seminaries, Romish boarding houses, 2 
Romish schools for youth; the plenary indulgences (for one another ,) 
and the settlement of Nuns Professed in monasteries erected in this 


kingdom, Clares, Benedictines, Sepulcharins, Austins, and Dominica 


nesses. Then, in this very same pamphlet, as if by a strange fatality and 
in the blynder of papal metaphor, they advertise even their drugs. The 
very inedicine, it seems, is papal. Behold their © Laxative sulpburate« 
te pills once exhibited in another form in these realms,” “The Medicated 
« Snuff, a Cephalic-of many virtues, prepared from the original reccip: 
« found in the Jesuit's Library ;”---+ The Jesuit's nervous pill,” 
« Jesuits Balsamic cordial.” In short, decernunt quodcunque volunt 9 


' CORPORE XOSTR0;, body and soul, fortune and state. I understand then 


but too well. They know their hour, THEIR PROTECTORS OF NOB.! 
RANK, their opportunity, their advantages, their revenue from the state. 
They advance by approaches, not desultory, but regular. The papa! 
genius never sleeps, no, not for a moment; but directs, and animates, and 
acts, uni formly and constantly, at home and abroad, in cities, in towns. 
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Think you, their hate unquench'd can ere expire: 
The torch not tipt with sleeping sulphurous fire ? 
Their doctrines round a careless land are blown; 
They blast the cottage, and would sap the throne. 
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in villages; it takes aid from stupidity and from ability, from above and 
from beneath. Their bishops, as yet, are but titular, but depend upon it, 


Per solis radios, TARPEIAQUE FULMINA jurant, 
Quidquid habent telorum armamentaria cæli, “ 


Depend upon it, I say they swear: but what the oath is, I shall not take 
vpon me to describe. It may be well understood, and for aught I know, 
it is already registered. have compassion for the unfortunate; I have 
charity for plundered exiles; I have pity, and would wish and would give 
relief to the wretched and the suffering; I have veneration for the truly 
pious of every persuasion in the Christian faith.“ There is ont Lord!“ 
But I have, and it as an Englishman's duty to have, a watchful eye upon 
the insinuating or domineering spirit of the Romish church. 1 have no 
opinion of the sincerity of their attachment to us, or of their gratitude for 
our favours. I insist upon it, they regard THRMSELF7ES as the original 


and rightful inheritors of our land. I call upon the guardians of our church 


and state to be watchful, and to regard with attention the proceedings of 
ALL THE EMIGRANTS. If they refuse to hear, I wish most fervently, that 
Great Britain may never, in the anguish of an inconsiderate spirit, say of 
these numerous emigrant priests, and of all the rest sacred or profane 


Ejectos littore, egenos 
Excepi, et regni DEMENS in parte locavi! 


I end TRIS NOTE into the world, whatever be its fate, with the 
famous papal iuscription, but without the spirit, of Sixtus the Fourth to 
the Florentine Synod under Lorenzo the Magnificent, „IX Fururxan 
REL MEMORIAM ! and the Bishop of St. Pol. de Leon, and his Congis- 
tory, resident and acting in England, may reply to it, if they think proper. 
Written in the year 1796.) 


* Juv. Sat, 13. Vs 78, 
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What? are my words too warm?---I love my King. 
My Country, and my God! the sounds shall ring 
Ceageless, till Pitt (with all his host awake) 

In oUR GREAT CAUSE a nation's inquest take. 
Look from that vale what tribes the fortress“ fill! 
Then frown indignant o'er the opprobrious Hill." 130 


c The great College of Priests, and Head-quarters of the Caiho!:, 
Cause in the Castle or King's House at Winchester, tenanted by priez: 
emigrant and non-emigrant, publicly maintained at the expense of th 
state. Read the preceding note. I am not speaking to those, who ar: 
indifferent about all or any religion; but to those, who from their sta- 
tion, political or sacred, should understand the importance of the caus: 
the interests of Christianity and its purity, the evidence of history, the 
nature and the essential and wnaltered spirit of the Romish priesthood, 
and their subtilty and peculiar arts by persuasion, or by terror over wen! 
consciences. I am speaking to the governors of Great-Britain, to the 
ministers of the crown, who should guard, and who I trust will guard, 
against the revival of the Romisb Church now working in secret; as we! 
as against the more open and more terrible democracy of some descriptions 
of the Dissenters. What is said to us all, is said at this hour to minister 
and rulers of states with a more important and a more sacred emphas!-, 
Maren, for ye know not THE HOUR when destruction cometh.” —(1796.) 

d Finally: I propose one plain and significant question to Mr. PII. 
or to any great minister of state. It is this: “ Is there a single instance 
e in the records of any modern history of Europe, where the gover nin 
“ and directing power of the state ever authorized, patronised, and so- 
ported with the public money, under any circumstances whatsoever, \ 
„ COLLEGE OF PRIESTS, in the heart of a kingdom, whose tenets a 
„principles were not only different from the established religion of the 
«country, but were in direct opposition and avowed hostility to it?) — Arn 
« particularly, when it was the original and fundamental purpose a 


5 3 
OCTAVI1US. "AF 


Tbese thoughts are for the state: enough of Rome, 
Her Gallic altars, and approaching doom. 
But if from themes so grave © you never roam, 
Ask at St. Paul's, is Pretyman © at home? 


li 2 


constitution of that established church, to discountenance and extin- 
« guish the superstitious doctrines, and the political ecclesiastical tenets 
« of that College of Priests, so authorized, patronised, and supported by 
the public money, As A Bopy?” If this question must be answered, as 
I apprehend it must, in the negative, I maintain, (and if necessary will 
maintain more solemnly, if possible, and more at large,) that THE COLLEGE 
oF PRIESTS IN THY KixG's HouUsSE Ar WINCHESTER SHOULD BE IMME- 
DIATELY DISPERSED,* and not suffered to stand in that offensive, conspi- 
cuous, and opprobrious light in the face of the country. I am really 
speaking in mercy to them, and to us all, if T am rightly understood. I 
would support and preserve them from every want, privately, and in de- 
tached situations; but I would not suffer the ministry of a Catholic Bishop 
io direct the expenditure of that public money so granted, for mere Catholic 
bur poses: but with the most perfect toleration of all persuasions in reli- 
gion, the Governors of the state should defend and exclusively support their 
own. This is prudence, this is policy, this it is to remember the beginning 
and progress of all great events. (May, 1796.) 

e Iam not in the habit of perusing many of the various single ser- 
mons which are published; but I cannot resist the opportunity of recom- 


* 'This was effected in December 1796. 

Though the French priests were removed, by order of the Govern- 
ment, from the King's House at Winchester, at the close of the year 
1796, yet I have strong and important reasons for leaving this whole 
passage, in poetry and prose, text and comment, unaltered upon record to 


posterity. ; 
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The Dean might smile, when you with happiest care 


Blend Horsley's acid with the cream of Blair; 
You'd rise at last. 8 
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mending three, which I think are at this time important, and written 
with ability and spirit. One, by the Reverend Dr. Vincent, head ma. 

ter of Westminster school, {a gentleman of very considerable erudit:on, 
diligence, ability, and most exemplary conduct) preached for the West. 
minster Dispensary ; another by Dr. Watson, Bishop of Landaff, for th. 

Westminster Dispensary also, with an Appendix, containing Reflection: 
on the present state of England and France; the Appendix is of peculiar 

merit; and a third, «On Gaming,” written with great energy, erudition, 
piety, patriotism, and eloquence, by the Reverend Thomas Rennell, D.1). 
Prebendary of Winchester. While I am speaking on this subject, I think, 
it may be curious and pleasing, and perhaps use ful to some persons, to sec 
the list of books which WILLIAM WAR BURTON, Bishop of Gloucester, 
recommended in some posthumous MSS. Directions for the study of 
Theology, which Bishop Hurd published in the 4to edition and in the 89 
supplement to his works. refer to the tract, and merely give the book 
in the diwisions, and in the order in whick Warburton placed them, and 
recommended them to be read. Locke on the Human Understanding: 
« Quintilian's Institutions.---Grotius de Jure belh et pacis; Woollaston': 
« Religion of Nature; Cumberland on the Law of Nature; Cudworth': 
&« Intellectual System.---Maimonides Ductor Dubitantium; Spencer de 
“ Legibus Hebrzorum Ritualibus: Walton's Polyglot Bible; Critic 
* Jacri. Locke's Reasonableness of Christianity; Burnet de fide ct 
& officiis Christianorum ; Grotius's Comment on the Gospels; Locke on 
« the Epistles; Joseph Mede on the Apocalypse; Episcopii Instituta 
„ Christianz Theologiz; Limborch's Theologia Christiana; Grotius d. 
« Veritate Religions Christ jane; Stillingfleet's Origines Sacræ, 15t ec. 
« Limborch de Veritate Religionis Christianæ Amica Collatio cam Er - 
dito Judzo, i. e. Isaaco Orobio ; Chillingworth's Religion of Protes- 
« tants a safe way to salvation; Hooker's Ecclesiastical Polity, 4 fir-t 
« books. Taylor's Liberty of Prophecying ; Stillingfleet's Irenicun ; 
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How strangely you mistake; 
The dream deceives not, when the man's awake. 
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Locke's Letters on Toleration; Bayle's Comment on the words Com- 
« pe] them to come 1in.'---Mosbeim's Ecclesiastical History; Collier's 
„Church History; Fuller's Church History; Sleidan Commentarii de 
ttatu Religioms et Reipublicz Carolo Quinto Cæsare Commentarii ; Bur- 
« nett's History of the Reformation; Dr. Clark's Sermons; Dr. Barrow's 
« Sermons; Sermons du Pere Bourdaloue.” 

The Second Part of these directions could not be found; but it may 
surprise some people to hear that Bishop Warburton's vigorous intellect 
regarded this plan, but as an introduction to the study of Theology. Hec 
limina VieToR ALCIDES $udbiit! Through such a vestibule did this High 
Priest pass INTO THE TEMPLE.—But if the reader is disposed to attend 
to the humbler suggestions of a very private layman on this subject, I 
think he would find great advantage, in studying and considering the fol- 
lowing works in Englisb, (which are very few in number) and in the order 
in which they are arranged. 1. The View of the Internal Evidence of 
the Christian Religion, by Soame Jenyns, Esquire. 2. The Evidences of 
Christianity in three parts, by W. Paley, D. D. z. Grotius on the truth 
of the Christian Religion, in any translation. 4+ The Evidences of Natu- 
ral and Revealed Religion, by Dr. Samuel Clarke. 5. Mr. Locke's Rea- 
sonableness of Christianity, particularly the latter part of the tract. 6. 
Bishop Hurd's Introduction to the Study of the Prophecies. 7. Lord 
Lyttleton's Disertation on the Conversion of St. Paul, and 8. Dr. Butler's 
Analogy of Religion, Natural and Revealed, to the constitution and 
course of nature. From these feu volumes, if they are studied with care 
and an upright intention, I think it may be said, that “ They shall see, 
to whom BE was not (before) spoken of; and they that have not (before) 
* heard, shall understand.“ These volumes are the works of laymen as 
well as of divines; and if I am not mistaken, I think I perceive the follow- 


mg connection in the short plan which I have effored. Ms. IEXTxS“s 
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Once in the morn of life, a wizard said; 
« He ne'er shall rise by benefice, or trade; 140 
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View prepares the mind to think worthily of the Religion which is pro- 
posed, and demonstrates that there is the highest reason to think and con. 
clude, that its origin is from above, and not from man. Dx. PALxK ves 
View of the subject displays, confirms, and establishes the direct historical 
evidence and proof, with all the plainness and candor of which it is capa- 
ble, and independent of the particular tenets of any church or sect. GU. 
ius and Dr. CLARKE present to us the faith, doctrine, and evidence in 
form of propositions, with ample and learned illustrations, with force of 
reasoning, and with logical precision. Mr. Locke has been, peculiarly 
happy in representing the consonance of the Christian doctrine to reason 
properly understood, and its necessity from the defects of all philosop!; 
however distinguished. Bishop HurD, with the hand of a master, ha: 
opened the general View of the subject of prophecy, and freed it from the 
intricacies of speculation, and she wn its time, nature, end, and intent. 
Lord L1iTTLETON has discussed the most illustrious instance of the co 
version to this religion, in the person of St. Paul, a man of the hig hes 
natural talents, and profoundest reasoning and erudition; and he has 
accompanied the whole with remarks of weight and dignity on the genera! 
subject of Revelation. And last, to a mind disposed to view with calr:- 
ness, humility and reverence, the whole system of Providence as far as it i: 
permitted to man to view © THE WORK WHICH Go WORKETH FROM 
(© THE BEGINNING TO THE END,” DR. BUTLER has unfolded the 
Analogy or relation of the Course of Nature to Religion, by which al 
things are found to proceed in harmony from Him who hath made not!:- 
ing imperfect. | I think this great performance of Butler has peculiar 
force when it is considered in the conclusion of our religious rescarches, 
and not as part of the original proof, or as Lord Bacon expresses himse1!. 
6 tanquam portum et sabbathum humanarum contemplationum omnium.“ 
(De Augm. Scient, Lib. 3.)---I speak merely my own sentiments to these 
who have not much time or leisure for deep study, (but we are all bout 
to find some time for this snbject,) and I speak in submission to 8cholar* 
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But find, remote from consequence or fame, 


A local something, and a shadowy name; 


Shall brave neglect; in England's cause contend; 


„Hopeless himself of virtue, but her friend; 
Through crowds shall mark his solitary way, 
Ardent, though secret, and though serious, gay ; 
« Erect, without a pension, to his end 

„Unknown, unheard, unhonour'd, shall descend; 
„Bow to no minister for golden views, 149 
„His portion, Memory, and best gift, the Muse.“ 


OCTAVIUS. 
This of yourself? 
AUTHOR. 


Tis so. 


better informed than myself. Reader, whoever thou art, if thou shouldst 
«pprove these introductory ideas to this great subject, inexhausted as it is 
ar inexhaustible, prepare thyself, thy understanding, and thy affections. 
<2 guoque dignum inge DEO!“ | 

ee The Rt. Rev. George Pretyman, D. D. Bishop of Lincoln and 
De an of St. Paul's; Tutor and Secretary to the Rt. Hon. William Pitt, 


vetore he was raised to the Prelacy. A man of great learning, discern- 
ment, and ability. 
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OCTAVIUS. 


You're turn'd plain fool: 
A vain pert prater, bred in? Erskine's school; 


Talk of yourself? | 


AUTHOR. 


Why yes; I would be heard: 
Mere talkers now, not writers, are preferr'd. 
Look at that paper: ® if you print the speeches, 


Nor tone, nor majesty, nor patriot hres ; 
Methinks the wit of Sheridan expires ; 

Lost in Dundas the Caledonian twang, 

Though Pitt, and port, and property he sang; 160 
Print negro speeches, and in reason's spite, 

Lo, Wilberforce is black, and Francis white; 
Who wonders at buffoons, or Courtney's joke; 
And we scarce slumber, though Sir William spoke, 


— —— 
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f The Hon. Thomas Erskine, the celebrated Barrister. For a i 
ther account of his talents, abilities, legal knowledge, &c. sce and ask 
Mr. Erskine WIMSELF, (See also P. of L. Dial. 4.) 

g Any newspaper or report of the Debates in Parliament. 


Pitt seems George Rose, or like Sir Richard, preaches. 


1 
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'Tis Grey and grumbling; Curwen * all and clatter ; Mill! 

And Dent i and Dogs; and Pewter * pot and platter. 14 
1 


Shall I not falk ?---Few politics will read, 
Tho' Lauderdale should sketch his Scottish creed; 
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h All the changes rung upon feudality, and tyranny, and I know 
not what, when the Game Laws were discussed at the close of the Jast 
parhament, April 1796, on the motion of Mr. Curwen. 

i Alluding to the long debates on the Dog and Bitch bill, brought 
into parliament in 1796, by Mr. Dent. The bill is a little allegorical, 
sometimes unintelligible, and often ludicrous. For instance; I shall not 1 
look to Mr. Pitt or Mr. Wilberforce for an explanation of the following 
clause in it: namely, Provided always, that no PERSON who Shall keep 
* ANY BITCH, whelp, &c. shall be charged with the payment of the said 
sum until SUCH BITCH EC. Shall be of the age .“ Sect. 2. Cer- 
tainly the bill is allegorical, and u Kzzrers of pITCHES, &c. complain, 
that they had taxes enough to pay for them before. Mr. Fox objected to 
it in the H. of Cs.; so did Lord William Gordon, and many other respecta- 
ble and playful members; but in the H. of b. the Duke of Qeensbury said, 
« Tt did not much signify.” If Mr. Pitt means that taxes should be an 
object of wit, I shall soon expect to hear Mr. Sheridan, in the House, call 
the District of Downing street“ The Borgo Allegro.“ (1796.) 

k This is another curious subject brought into the House in April 
1796, and shews that Mr. Fox has eloquence of all materials and of all 

metals. Gol. p, for bis pension: BRASS for bis opinions; and PEWTER 
for bis constituents. 

| See his letters to the Scotch peers. All his affecting eloquence 
was thrown away upon them, even when they understood many of the 
passages, which they did now and then. (1796.) 
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* See the Act for granting to His Majesty, certain duties on Bitebes, 
\W helps, &c. &e. passed May 19, 1796. 
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Tho' Abram Jones! and Jasper Wilson preach, 
With names uncouth, but not unpolish'd speech. 
Few mark the Journals of the dubious Moore, 17 ! 
We scent the tainted gale from Gallia's shore; 
Through England as his Various Views advance. 
We smile, but trace the Mannerist of France. 
Godwin's dry page ? no statesman e'er believ'd, 


Though fiction aids, what sophistry conceiv'd; 


— Vs 


1 Two assumed names of political writers, instead of Cato, Brutus, 
&c. but it is a foolisb custom and should cease. Of Abram Jones I han 
no conjecture ; and Jasper Wilson is still dubious. 

m John Moore, M. D. the celebrated author of Travels into France, 


and Italy, of Zeluco, of Edward, or Various Views of life and manners 


in England, &c, &c. &c. I speak of him only as a public author, He ts 
a sensible and entertaining companion. His style is easy, always agreca- 
ble and pleasing, and his wit is playful. His pleasantry on physicians 1: 
little inferior to Moliere. Vineta cedit ua.“ But I dislike the tender; 
of various parts of his writings when he speaks of the French affairs, | 
mean of the principles of the first Revolution, which led to the crueltic-. 
misery and distress, which have been since felt by France and by all Eu 
rope. It is impossible that Dr. Moore or any other man of sense, can 
an advocate for their present system. I diglike the perpetual ridicult 
which Dr. Moore throws upon hereditary honour, at a time like tic 
present. (1796.) | 

p I have given some attention to Mr. Godwin's work, ox PO. 
« TICAL JUSTICGE,”F as conceiving it to be the cop of improved modes 
ethics, morality, and legislation. 1 confess I looked not for the Repub! 
of Plato, or even for the Oceana of Harrington, but for something dif- 


* Hor. Ep. ad Aug. v. 220. 
First published in 2 vols. 4to and since in 2 vols. 8vo. 
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Genius may droop o'er Falkland's funeral cry ; 


— 


ent from them all. I looked indeed for a superstructure raised on the 
revolutionary ground of equality, watered with blood from the guillotine; 
and such I found it. | cannot discuss a work in two large volumes in a 
note, (though some would dispatch it with a single word) but in general 
I can speak as much of it, as it deserves, in a short compass; I mean, as 
it appears to me. 

The first trait of the work is, a certain cold-blooded indifference to 
all the mild, pious, and honourable feelings of our common nature, like 
all the Philosophers of the new Sect, The next thing observable, is, a 
most affectionate concern and regard for the welfare of mankind, who are 
to exist Some centuries hence, when the endless perfectibility of the human 
spectes (for such is their jargon), shall receive its completion upon earth; 
when the disciples of Dr. Darwin have learned to manage the winds, and 
direct their currents at pleasure, and the descendents of Abbè Sieyes have 
calmed the waves of a stormy people with the essential oil of democracy. 
Another trait is, that all political justice is essentially founded upon in- 
justice; if plunder, robbery, and spoliation of all property in the outset 
may be termed injustice ;* though to be ure the latter end of his com- 
monwealth rather forgets the beginning. But 1 must say, he is not with- 
out some kind apprehension, that the population of states may be too 
great under the blessings of equal diffusion of property under the proposed 
government, for which he provides a remedy; though, for my own part, 
I think such a government, like Saturn of old, will be reduced to the 
necessity of eating up its children. Again: another discovery seems to 
be, that as hitherto we have had recourse to the agency and interference 
of the Deity and his unalterable laws, to account even for the fall of 4 
tone to the ground, the germination of a blade of grass, or the propaga- 
don of the meanest insect; we are now to discard the superintendence of 
God in human and terrestrial affairs, and to believe zu no providence but 
ur on, and to remake ourselves and our faculties. He seems to realize a 
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* i, e. If Mr. Godwin's principles are to be adopted in any country, 
where property is now secured dy the lars. 
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No patriot weeps, when gifted villains die. 
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modern fiction I once read, which supposes an assembly of certain philoso- 
phers before the Deity, when some of them are said to whisper in H1s ear, 
« Retween friends, we do not believe that you exist at all.” Further: 
as to suppose a divine sanction without a divinity would be absurd, there. 
fore, every institution such as marriage, which in all civilized nations has 
been hallowed for the great end for which it was ordained, is to be vilifed 
ridiculed, argued away, and aboliched. The tender sex, deprived of the 
Support, comfort, and protection of their natural guardian, 1s to be deli- 
vered over to fancied freedom and wild independence, but in reality ta 
misery and destitution beyond al! calculation. Then 6p way of corollary, 
a few vulgar virtues and once honourable affections, as piety to parent- 
and love to children, as such, are to be erazed from the breast. Grati- 
tude for kindness and tears for the unfortunate are but weakness; there 
nothing soothing in compassion, and friendship has no consolation. 1: 
would seem, that a well of water, an apple tree, or any thing product: 
is more valuable than man to man, abstracted from the mere use which on 
man can derive from another. These are thy gods, O Israel, and thi: 
eis the worship to which you are called!“ 

Nevertheless I shall still venture to mention with reverence Ty humi- 
lity THE GREAT MORAL CODE, intended for all mankind, once delivered 
anch ratified by Him, who knew what was in man, In that code all i: 
practicable, all virtue is founded in mercy, kindness, benevolence, and 
comfort, alike to him that gives and him that takes. There man plants, 
and God, not man, gives the increase; there we find no wild supposition 
of an interest which cannot be described, as it does not exist; no action: 
without a motive direct and reflected. I speak here of perhaps the Icast 
part of the Gospel Code, even of that Revelation which was given unto 
men in a manner at once clear and perspicuous, pure and unmixed, unifors: 
and consistent, persuasive and cenvincing, powerful and authoritative, : 
the name and in the majesty of ra who rs from everlasting to everlast- 
ing, Tax Armicntr! 

But if we regard mere human institutions. If a man wishes to sec 
à @ practicable eystem of policy and government, founded and confirmed in 


11 


Who now reads Parr? Whose title who shall give? 
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the experience of ages, let him, if he has been awhile led astray by the 

meteors of Godwin, walk for a season in the steady light which Black- 

stone has diffuged. Let him study the Commentaries on the English 

Laws, as they exist and uphold all that is valuable, or perhaps attainable, 

in a rational and civilized nation; and then let him consider the Theories 

of Godwin on political justice, and contemplate the government which 

would be raised on his principles. To me there seems to be no more com- 
parison than between light and darkness. What the great Burnet“ 
affirms of the Deist and the Atheist, considered merely as two sects in phi- 
losophy, is, I am convinced, not wholly inapplicable to the two political 
Sects in question. The hypothesis of the Deist reaches from top to 
bottom, both through the intellectual and material world, with a clear 
and distinct light every where; is genuine, comprehensive, satisfactory; 
« has nothing forced, nothing confused, nothing precarious. Whereas 
« the hypothesis of the Atheist is strained and broken; dark and uneasy 
to the mind, commonly precarious, often incongruous and irrational, and 
* Sometimes plainly ridiculous.” 

I can allow Mr. Godwin and other speculative writers on government 
to be ingenious. They must, in the course of their investigation, now 
and then throw out a new idea, but in general the greatest part of their 
works consists of very old ideas, which have been discussed again and 
again. They astonish by paradoxes, aud allure the imagination by pros- 
pects without a limit; and when they have alteruately heated and con- 
founded the minds of men, they call them to the great work, namely, the 
subversion of, what they call, prejudices, and the overthrow of the govern- 
ment, which is, In NoSTROS FABRICATA EST MACHINA MUROS.” I can 
laugh at their metaphysics, and even be amused with their pantomime 
fancies, as sucb. But when 1 know that their thecries are designed to be 
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* Burnet's Theory of the earth, b. 2, ch. 10.—Sce the tenth and 
eleventh chapters-of that great man's work: „On the Author of Nature, 
and on Natural Providence; —a master treatise of reason and elo- 
quence. I wish these two chapters were published in à separate pamphlet. 
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Doctor Sententious hight, or positive? 180 
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brought into action, and when they tell us, that they hate violence, blood. 
shed, revolution, and misery, and that truth and happiness are their o“, 
jects; I open my eyes to see, and my ears to hear; and having honestly 
exerted both faculties, I declare, from private conviction and from pub. 
fic experience, that J oppose the admission of their doctrines, whether 
recommended by Thomas Paine or William Godwin. 

Vet a moment. Take Mr. Godwin as a natural philoſopher, aud 
from his doctrines let the reader consider the state of his understanding. 
Let him also consider, how such a man is qualified not merely to reform, 
but first to overthrow and then to rebuild, the whole system of govern- 
ment, morality, and religion in such a kingdom as Great Britain. What 
opinion can we entertain of a man who seriously thinks that, at som 
future period, the necessity of sleep in an animal body may be superseded: 
hat men die merely by their own fault and mismanagement, but, thai 

the immortality of the organized human body, as it is now formed, mig 
be attained by proper attention and care: or who thinks “ that, hereafte: 
it is by no means clear, that the most extensive operations may not be 
within the reach of one man, or to make use of a familiar instance, 
* that a plough may not be turned into a field, and perform its office, without 
* the need of superintendence!1!” and then adds, © It was in this sense 
that the Celebrated Franklin conjectured, that “ mind would one da; 
« become omnipotent over matter!!!“ Surely we may say with the 
poet of Epicurus: 
os | Naturat 
© Perturbatur ibi totum sie corpus, et omnes 
; | Commutantur ibi POSITURE PRINCIPIORUM-.Ff 


I have referred to the last edition of Mr, Godwin's work, as he has 
corrected or omitted many passages which were in the 4to edition. If ht 
will but go on with more last thoughts, I think he will shortly reduce 
to a very little pampblet. could make such a collection of Beauties (or 
what Rabelais might call, « Antidoted Conundrums”) from this work, as 


— — 


* 


* Godwin, v. 2. p. 494. Ed. 8Vo. f Lucret. L. 4. v. 670. 
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From Greek, or French, or any Roman ground, 
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would dazzle even a modern ptulosopher, whose © mind is omnipotent over 
„ matter,” in Mr. Godwin's and Dr. Franklin's sense. I think these 
Keauties would form an assemblage of the most curious and incongruous 
ideas ever exhibited, fully sufhcient, (as Mr. Godwin expresses it) to 
« rouse (any man) from the LETHARGIC oBLIV1IOUS Pool, out of which 
« every finite intellect originally rose!“ (vol. 2. p. 88. 8vo ed.) Good 
heaven! what can Mr. Godwin mean by such ideas, and such words! 
except he seriously believes that human souls are dipped in the river of 
oblivion, or drink of that stream as described by Virgil. Yet even this 
will not help or explain Mr. Godwin's words, for he says, that they 
* ORIGINALLY rose from the oblivious pool.“ Into what whirlpools of 
desolating nonsense are we to be hurried, as the sport, the scorn, the 
ludibria, the puppets of these New Creaters of the moral world? Alas 
for man! wherever they lead us and themselves, methinks it is deeper and 
deeper, confusion worse confounded ! 

The further I proceed, the more J learn to distrust swelling men and 
swelling words and swelling ideas, but above all in political subjects, 
from which most is to be dreaded. Political writers of this class are not 
to be considered as the speculators of former times. The lucubrations of 
Montesquieu and Locke were given as the result of long experience and 
continued meditation; and were not designed to produce subversion, but 
Slow and gradual reformation, as the various states of Europe would 
admit. The writers of these days on the contrary, throw out their ideas 
at a beat, and intend they should be brought into immediate action. They 
are not friends & to the world, or the world's law.” For I would inculcate 
it again and again, that whatever may be held forth to us, or disguised, 
by these philosophers, neither their plans, nor their reforms, nor their 
:ystems, can ever be erected or established IN THE KINGDOM of GREAT 
5RITAIN, but upon the overthrow of the Christian Religion, and upon 
the annihilation or the disturbance of all orders and ranks in society, as 
they now exist. And this cannot be effected, but through the necessary 
and unavoidable medium of plunder, confiscation, revolutionary diurnal 
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In mazy progress and eternal round 
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murders, and the insurrection of the enterprising talents of gifted, bol 
and bad men urox ALL PROPERTY, public and private, upon which a 
modern Revolutionists rest as their corner stone, and their final hope.“ 
N. B. F this note is too long, I have no inclination to make an 
apology for it. My conviction and my fears on this most awful subject. 
(while it may yet avail us to consider it) sometimes overpower me ti! ] 
absolutely sink under them. It is written, I hope we all know where, 
I'tveopetves £y 4 p EKTENEZTEPON Tpeonvx tro. | 
Though the reader may possibly have a very good idea of a senten 
or positive Doctor, in general; yet my specific allusion is to the theolog 
of the twelfth century, when the Doctors were divided into Doctores Dog- 
mat ici et Positivi, and the Doctores Sententiarii, or expounders of the 
famous Book of Sentences by Peter Lombard, Bisbop of Paris.— A. 
present Bisbop Gregoire and Bishop Sieyes at Pars, give their Doctors 
some famous books of sentences to expound, notis et commentariis perbe- 
tuis Doctors GutLLorixt, who causes great unanimity of sentimcnt 
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among the Doctors, and arranges their several beads with admirable pre- 
cision. (1796.) pet 
N At 55 25 y of 
To such of my readers as are conversant in those authors of antiquit 5 
whose precision, of thought and of language, has conterred dignity and Ra 
stability on those principles by which all that is sacred, or venerable, or 0 1 

use ful, or necessary to well-being is maintained, I would offer the wor: 
of an ancient Christian Philosopher in the early ages. The uncertainty, Pa 
1 and weakness, and futility of modern and revived doctrines were neut. Jin 
[ k better exposed or expressed. an ap (0: CHOT 05 HY VOLHs EN BIT, 301 AC A * 
MEARIY Gs Kot aH %t FAQAVN, Kit TINNG , X24 GHATRAYTTO; 41044 cas 
Tara Towuy Jene, Cxnopeeres Jeg Thy & Teig Boywar ou 417! " 
EXYTEOTHT XA, xa. 0 er 7 6X £6pov KF . cr οινντο Fpotioy y CnTno4; Tl Lig 
MP%YWETWY, X04 TO Thh0g 4UTHY TIX sr Ka WX,QHGTOY, ip ne IE Ke 

X46 Xoye gui Cioawmivey. 

Hermiz Auwrvpes; (sive Irrisio) v i OixoroÞar, Page 17 5ou 8 pec 


fin; Ed. Paris. Justin. Martyris Op. 1636. 
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Quotations dance, and wonder at their place, 

Buzz through his wig, and give the bush more grace. 
But on the mitred oath that Tucker * swore 

Parr wisely ponder'd, and his oath forbore. 

He prints a Sermon: * Hurd with judging eye 
Reads, and rejects with critic dignity : 

Words upon words! and most against their will, 
And honied globules dribble through his quill, 190 
Mawkish, and thick; earth scarce the tropes supplies, 


Heav'n lends her moon and crouded galaxtes ;" 
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t Josiah Tucker, D. D. Dean of Gloucester, & ru, once took an 
oath in a pamphlet that he would refuse a bishopric. 

tt The unfortunate Education Sermon, which Bishop Hurd hap- 
pened to dislike. Hinc ile lacryme This produced the re- publication 
of Warburton's and Hurd's tracts, with the splendid and astonishing dedi- 
cation by Dr. Parr. See the First Dialogue of the P. of L. See also 
Rabelais's great Chapter, How Gargantua spent his time in rainy 
« weather,” and the comment by Du Chat. 


v Dr. Parr's own words. See the P. of L. Dialogue 1. and Dr. 


Parr's own Dedication of  Warburton's tracts, p. 151, &c. with all the 
display of beautiful earthly and cœlestial imagery, and all the mel{:t? ver- 
borum globuli, which were exhibited on the occasion in such admirable 
confusion, (nt majus sit basce contortiones orationis, quam signorum ortus 
obitusque, perdiscere.” Cic. de Fato, Sect. 8. Dr. Parr's strange ver- 
-iage*® reminds me of some persons in Tbs Wash of Aristophanes; 
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I have been misunderstood. I hold up none of Dr. Parr's sesqui- 
pedalia verba to ridicule; it is his verbiage and phraseology which I re- 
probate. It would be ridiculous indeed to compare the Birmingham 
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Polemic phrenzy and irreverent rage, 
And dotard impotence, deform the page. 


—— —— i. 
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Avxvus $007 t5, X24 peryvpig ore; Wann 
ApxairouuinyoiduoPpuvizn ule 315. ZOnxt;, 


Or as Plautus expresses himself in one of his comedies ; 


« Salva res est, philosophatur quoque jam : 
Quad erat ei nomen ?— Thesaurochr.ysonicochrysides.” 
| Captiv. A. 2. S. 2. 


The Doctor can construe all this, I believe, and the meaning of it.— 
Dr. Parr is so very learned, and has such a deep mouth, that some con. 
jecture he was not born til the end of the eleventh month, like the grea! 
Gargantua ; or TepirAowevs WinuTov, At the end of a twelfth month, as 
Homer speaks (Od. xi. v. 247+) of one of Neptune's children, and f. 
which Aulus Gellius, (a favourite author with Dr. Parr) gravely assigns 
reason, © Convenisse Neptuno majestatique ejus, ut Jongiore tempore 
(e $atus ex eo grandesceret. Lib. 3. Cap. 16. #4 8x #7340wAu wn Abi. 
« ray”. A few months after the Doctor's birth, he was found like 
Gargantua to be “ a fine boy, and bad a burly physiognomy ; he monochor- 
« dized with his fingers, and barytonized with his tail.” Rabel. B. 1. C. 


'T his was a presage of the noise the Doctor was to make hereafter ; but 


from the nature of his 6oyisb diet, (for his masters were stiled Tube! 
Holofernes and Ponocrates Matzologus) it appeared that he was better 
fed than taught. If the child wanted a bit of bread, or a slice of mutton, 
or any common vegetable; he was not suffered to have any, till he 1:30 


Doctor with Dr. Samuel Johnson. I am not his Biographer. It is no! 
his life, but his writings which L criticisze, What has Dr. Parr written 
A. Sermon or two, rather lopg; 'a Latin Preface to Bellendenus, (rathc: 
long too) consisting of a cento of Latin and Greek expressions applied 
political zubjects: another preface to some English tracts, and two 
three English pamphlets about his own private quarrels. And this is 
man to be compared with Dr. Samuel Johnson!!! (Added, 1797.) Why 
am I forced into a confirmation of my opinion stronger and stronger 


189 J 
Let him but wrangle, and in any shape 
Not insignificance itself can scape: 
Horace and Coombe * go forth a gentle pair, 
Splendid and silly, to unequal war; 
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quoted all the Greek or Latin authors who had mentioned these natural 
substances, Pliny, Athenæus, Julius Pollux, Galen, Porphyry, Oppian, 
Polybius, Dionysius Halicarnassensis, Heliodorus, Aristotle, Plato, Aulus 
Gellius, lian, Theophrastus,* and Dioscorides, down to Buffon and Sir 
Jobn Hill. This habit the child never lost in his riper years, to the great 
edific ation of his hearers or readers, when he was furnished with pen and 
ink. When he was advanced to the Doctorate, the child was still the 
same, as appeared in his complimentary and satirical preface to Bellende- 
nus, in which, as usual, he discbarged all the literary food be ever ate, 
ofter the Greek fashion of his masters Tubal Holofernes and Ponocrates 
Matzologus, and as prescribed by that great and consummate 'Theologian, 
Joanninus de Barrauco in libro de copiositate reverentiarum,” a writer 
who cannot be sufficiently recommended, and who is as well known as 
© MUSAMBERT1US in Commonitorio ad Ramiresium de Prado,” quoted 
by Mr. Porson in his title page of his Letters, to regale Archdeacon 
Travis. | 

x See the ridiculous controversy between Dr. Parr and Dr. Coombe, 
the little man-midwife and critic, about a pompous edition of Horace, 
published to be sure for no purpose that I can discover; which the Doctor 
Positivus mangled and destroyed in the Britisb Critic without any mercy. 
See also Dr. Parr's strange Letter to Dr. C. on this occasion, signed 
By an Occasional Writer in the British Critic.” 


* I recommend to Dr. Parr the following passage from Theophras- 
15's History of Plants, which he will understand: Ey Tei «y«bu4; xwpns, 


pos 760 MH OYAAOMANEIN, eTiv£z80:; #4; OT rey gr . Theo- 
phrast, Hist. Plant. Lib. 8. C. 7. 
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But while the mid wife to Lucina prays, 199 


The Gorgon glares, and blasts the critic's bays. 
Parr prints a Paper 7 well; in all things equal, 
Sense, taste, wit, judgment; but pray read Ihe Segue/: 
Sequel to what? the Doctor only knows; 
Morsels of politics, most chosen prose, 

Of Nobles, Priestley, Plato, Democrats, 

Pitt, Platarch, Curtis, Burke, and Rous, and Rats; 
The scene? 'tis Birmingham, renown'd afar 

At once for half-pence, and for Doctor Parr. 


OCTAVIUS. 


Well if none read such works, yet all admire--- 


5 AUTHOR. 


The paper? | 
| 5 8 
y Dr. Parr published at Birmingham what he called a“ Printed 
% Paper;” and after that, „a Sequel to a Printed Paper,” a very large 
| pamphlet, de omn/ scibili, as usual.—N. B. I really think it is impossible 
| to point out any man of learning and ability, (and Dr. Parr has both, 
| who has Bitberto wasted his powers and attainments in such a degultory, 
| unmeaning, wild, unconnected, and useless manner, as DR. PARR.— I 
ll | nullum reipublice usum ambitiosà loquels inclaruit,”*---I have done wit" 
| him. 
| * Tacit. Ann. L. 4. Sect. 20. 
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OCTAVIUS. 


Yes; ten shillings every quire: * 210 
The type is Bulmer's, ust ike Boydell's plays: | 
So Mister Hayley shines in Milton's ® rays. 
In one glaz'd glare tracts, sermons, pamphlets vie, 


And hot-press'd nonsense claims a dignity. | 
AUTHOR. 


Nonsense or sense, I'll bear in any shape, 
In gown, in lawn, in ermine, or in crape; 
What's a fine type, where truth exerts her rule? 


Science is science, and a fool's a fool. | 


a Not Dr. Parr's paper or printing, which in some of his works is 
zometimes scarce legible; but I allude to and condemn the general need- 
lessly expensive manner of publishing most pamphlets and books at this 
time. See the Pursuits of Literature Dialogue 1. If the present rage of 
printing on fine, creamy wire-wove, vellum, hot-pressed paper is not stop- 
ped, the injury done to the eye from reading, and the shameful expense 
of the books, will in no very long time annihilate the desire of reading, 
and the possibility of purchasing. Mo new work whatsoever should be 
published in this manner, or Literature will destroy itselt. 1 

b Mr. Hayley wrote a long life, or rather a sort of defence of Mil- 1109 
ton, as I think, prefixed to Boydell's grand edition of the poet. I like 
neither the spirit nor the execution of Mr. H's work. | 


the idle, the abandoned, and the wretched, The mode of conferring mere 
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6 
Yet all sball read, and all that page approve, 


When public spirit meets with public love. 220 


Thus late, © where Poverty with rapine dwelt, 

Rumford's kind genius the Bavarian felt, 

Not by romantic charities beguil'd 

But calm in project, and in mercy “ mild; 

Where'er his wisdom guided, none withstood, 

Content with peace and practicable good; 

Round him the labourers throng, the nobles wait. 

Friend of the poor, and guardian of the state. 
Yet all sball read, © when bold in strength divine, 

Prelatic virtue guards the Christian shrine, 230 
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c See the Experimental Essays, Political, Economical, and Philosc- 
phical, by BENJAMIN Count of RuxForRD, &c. &c. &c. I hope the 
Directors of the interior Government ef this country will have the senst 
and wisdom to profit from this most valuable and important work, whos: 
truly philosophic and benevolent author must feel a joy and self-zatisfac- 
tion, far superior to any praise which man can bestow. 

d A distinguising feature in all his plans for the relief of the poor, 


and apparent kindness is not always mild and merciful. I have too muc! 
respect for my readers to enlarge on this virtue. May they all feel expc- 
rimentally, that the merciful, in the true sense, shall obtain mercy. 

e See the important, convincing, and eloquent Letters addressed :. 
Thomas Paine, author. of the Age of Reason second part, by the Rig" 
Reverend Richard Watson, Bisbop ef Landaff, stiled, © An apology !- 
the Bible.” Every person, wishes, that the Bishop had changed, or wou!“ 


95 


Pleas'd from the pomp of science to descend, 

And teach the people, as their hallow'd friend; 

In gentle warnings to the unsettled breast, 

In all ts wand'rings from the realms of rest, 

From impious scoffs and ribaldry to turn, 

And Reason's Age by reason's light discern ; 

Refix insulted truth with temper'd zeal 

And feel that joy which Watson best can feel. 
True Genius marks alone the path to life, 

And Fame invites, and prompts the noble strife, 

Her temple's everlasting doors unbarr'd ; 241 


Desert is various, various the reward: 


even now change, the word Apology” to © Defence,” or any other; not 
that the word “ apology” is absolutely improper, but beeause the original 
meaning of it is obsolete. To write such a bool, as this is r DO A REAL 
SERVICE TO MANKIND. A cheap edition of it is printed, and it is hoped, 
will be circulated throughout the kingdom... I would also particularly 
recommend the perusal of the Sixth Letter of the Series of Letters which 
the Bishop addressed to Mr. Gibbon. To young men of fashion and of 
abilities, originally good, but obscured by libertine life and conversation, 
it will be peculiarly serviceable, as well as to those who are led astray by 
30me modern pretended discoveries in natural philosophy, now a favourite 
mode of introducing and enforcing scepticism and infidelity. I think 
also that his * Defence of Revealed Religion” in two short Sermons is of 
great merit and general utility. Bishop Watson should often write but 
with the utmost caution and accuracy and consideration, because his 
works will always be read. | 
Bb 
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No little jealousy, no ill-tim'd sneer, 
No envy there is found, or rival fear. 

Methinks on Babylon fond fancy dreams, 
Her vale of willows by the mournful streams, 
Where Hebrew'slyres hung © mute! O'er Sion's hil. 
Blows the chill blast, and baneful dews distill, 94 
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cc © The banks of the rivers of Babylon, the Euphrates, &c. were 
« 50 thickly planted with willow trees, as the learned Bochart inferms us, 
« that the country of Babylon was thence called, The Vale of Wil- 
% lows,” and on those trees were suspended the lyres of the captive 
« Hebrews negl-cted and unstrung.” See Parsran MiScCELLawmss, by 
William Ouseley, Esquire, 4to. p. 101. abounding with learned, pleasing, 
and curious information. It is one of those works, which not being 
adapted to general reading should be patronised and purchased by men 
of fortune and education. I beg leave for the same reasons, to recom- 


mend the ingenious MR. MAuRIcE's History of Hindostan in 4to. and 


bis Indian Antiquities in 8vo. The subject is indeed in the region of 
fancy and of conjecture, and Mr. M's work abounds with both. Bu! 
such erudition, ingenuity, and unremitting diligence, should not fail of 
an honourable reward. Sint Hic etiam ua premia laudi.“ (See also E. 
of L. Dial. IV.) | | 

dd I read, with the greatest concern, the following passages in the 
very learned, ingenious, and venerable bishop of Worcester's Preface to 
the quarto edition of Warburton's Works, concerning Dr. Lowth, one o. 
the greatest men whom our times have produced. Dr. Hurd says; H 
LowTa's reputation, as a writer, was raised chiefly on his Hebrew Litera. 


ture, as displayed in those two works, his Latin Lectures on the Hebrew 


poetry, and his English version of the prophet Isaiah. The former i: 


well and elegantly composed, but in a vein of criticism not above the con. 


mon: the latter, I think, is chiefly valuable, as it shews bow little may bt 
* Virg. Xn. 1. v. 67. 
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Where is the charm, that sense to virtue binds, 
The social sympathy of learned minds, 250 
The common int'rest, universal cause, 

And all that piety to genius draws ? 

How sweet to hear, on that Par'1assian mount, 
Mild waters welling from the favour'd fount : 
Oh, never may Castalia's streams divide 

From Siloa's brook, and Jordan's hallow'd tide. 
But hark what solemn strains from Arno's vales 
Breathe raptures wafted on the Tuscan pales! 
Lorenzo rears again his awful head, 

And feels his ancient glories round him spread; 260 
The Muses starting from their trance revive, 

And at their Roscox's bidding, wake and live. © 


— 


expected from Dr. Kennicott's Work, and from a new translation of the 

Bible for public use.“ Pref. to Warb. 4to edition, p. 94. The necessity 

of any observation from me, in this note, is precluded by a very able Let- 

ter to Bishop Hurd, occasioned by his Strictures on Archbishop Secker 

and Bishop Lowth, by a member of the University of Oxford, which I 

recommend to the reader. It 18 one of the few pamphlets which should 

be preserved, 

e See The Life of Lorenzo de Medici, called the Magnificent, by | 
William Roscoe, two volumes 4to. I cannot but congratulate the 

public upon this great and important addition to Classical History, which 1 
1 regard as a phænomenon in Literature, in every point of view. It is | 
pleasant to consider a gentleman, not under the auspices of an university, 


« 
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The LaT1an ctn1vs vindicates his state, 
And proudly hails the great Triumvirate, f 
Lords of the lyre, and fathers of the song, 
In Fancy's order as they pass along. 
There musing deep in philosophic groves, 


His Tuscan Academe, 3% Lorenzo roves; 


— 


or beneath the shelter of academic bowers, but in the practice of the law 
and business of great extent, and resident in a remote commercial town. 
(where nothing is heard of but Guinea ships, slaves, blacks, and merchan- 
dise, in the town of Liverpool;) investigating and describing the rise and 
progress of every polite art in Italy at the revival of learning with acut-- 
ness, depth, and precieion; with the spirit of the poet, and the solidity of 
the historian. It is pleasant to consider this. For my own part, I hav: 
not terms sufficient to express my admiration of his genius and erudition, 
or my gratitude for the amusement and information I have received. 
may add, that the manner in which Mr. Roscoe procured, from the libra. 
ries at Florence, many of the various inedited manuscripts with which he 
has enriched the appendix to his history, was singularly curious; not 
from a Fellow or Traveller of the Dilettanti, but from a commercial mas 
in the intervals of his employment. I shall not violate the dignity of thc 
work by slight objections to some modes of expression, or to a few words, 
or to some occasional 5entiments in the Historian of a Republic. But | 
recommend it to our country as a work of unquestionable genius, and of 
uncommon merit. It adds the name of Roscos to the very first rank 0! 
English classical Historians. 

MuSARUM SPONDET CHORUS, ET ROMANUS APOLLO.* (796.) 

f Dante, Boccacio, and Petrarch. | 

g See Mr. Roscoe's account of the institution of the Platonic Aca- 
demy at Florence, and the Platonic festival, and the effects of it. Vol. J. 
p. 160, &c. Ke. | 

| * Sulpiciz Sat. v. ult. 
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While prophets of his great reviving name, 


From isles of fragrance and Athenian fame, 270 
Sages and Bards in classic pomp appear; ; 
Bessarion h and Philelpho's form severe; 
Marsilius © rob'd in olive, Plato's priest; 

Janus with treasures from the learned East; 
And He, who from Eleusis flaming bore 

The torch of science to his native shore, 

Fam'd Chrysoloras;” and Landino® bold, 


In studious shades high converse form'd to hold; 


__— 


h Cardinal Bessarion, a learned and eloquent prelate, honoured with 

the purple by Pope Eugenius the 4th in 1439. For the most ample ac- 

count of the restoration of Greek literature in Italy the reader must con- 
zult the learned Hodius de Græcis Illustribus, Linguæ Græcæ literarumque 
bumaniorum Instauratoribus, which may easily be procured; and, if con- 
venient, Tiraboschi's History, which is voluminous. Tiraboschi was the 
Librarian at Modena. 

i Philelpho.— A professor in various sciences in different parts of 
Italy, who introduced many curious Greek MSS. into that country; a 
man of erudition, but turbulent and intractable in his temper. “ Inge- 
* nium vagum, multiplex, volubile.” See also the Academie des In- 
scriptions, tom. 10. p. 691—751. | 

Kk Marsilius Ficinus, the great disciple of Plato, whose doctrines 
alone occupied his attention,' or rather devotion, and which appeared in 
all his conduct and conversation. 

| Fanus Lascaris, a man of eloquence and politeness, and of imperial 
descent. He was a literary missionary of Lorenzo, and brought with 
him from the east a treasure of two hundred manuscripts. See also 
Hodius de Græcis Illustribus, p. 294, for several curious particulars. 
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Politian, u chief of all th' enlighten'd race 

In Lydian softness, and Horatian grace; 280 
And Michael, whose bold hand the gods direct, 
The sculptor, painter, poet, architect, 

Michael to Britain dear, so Genius spoke, 

When his last praise from parting? Reynolds broke 


y 


* — _— 


m Emanuel Chrysoloras, stiled by his contemporaries, the Patri- 
arch of Literature, principally the Græcian. | 
n Christophero Landino, a Professor of Poetry and Rhetoric i" 


Florence, a writer of spirit and depth of knowledge; and author of + 


work, once celebrated, called the “ Disputationes Camaldulenses,” formed 
on a plan similar to the Tusculan disputations. The scene supposed is 4 
mouastery in the wood of Camaldoli. The account of it by Mr. Roscoc, 
is particularly pleasing and judicious. Vol. 1. p. 103, &c. 

nn See Mr. Roscoe's account of that finished and polite sholar and 
poet, Angelo Politiano. It were an injury to abridge it. 

o Michael Angelo Buonarotti. I wish, however, to refer the reade: 
again to Mr, Roscoe, v. 2. p. 201, &c. who gives animation to any subject, 
new or old; for I know not how it is, but as it seems to me, 

Hic Muse indulgent omnes, HUNC POSCIT APOLLO * 

p In Sir Joshua Reynolds's final address to the Royal Academy, a. 
their President, he concluded an able panegyric on that mighty master, 
by saying that the last word he wished to pronounce from the Chair 
was, « MicuaEtL ANGELO,” It was a word heard by the audience with 
the deep silence of regret. It absolutely repairs me to talk of these great 
men. Such is the power of departed genius! 

Far pleasanter to me is the language of commendation than the tone 
of censure. I wish to expatiate freely, when I can, in the groves and 


retreats of the wise, the vutuaus, and the eminent, with philosophers. 


* Vice Art. Poet. I. 1. v. 327. 


1 
And all whose brows, with ivy grac'd or bays, 


Brighten'd their LERo's visionary days. 

Names which I long have blest, nor blest in vain! 
Oh, were I number'd in their sacred train, 

To realms of purest light, where heroes dwell, 
Her bolder notes the willing Muse should swell 290 
In lyric mtonation grave and deep, 

Nor dream with folly, nor with dulness sleep; 

To Cowper and to Gifford leave the rod, 

For songs celestial, and the Delian God: 

Then calmly to the secret mount retire, 


Bid Satire glance on folly, and expire. 


OCTAVIUS. 


Give me my Sabine grove, tir'd Horace cried ; 
For Cumæ thus the great Aquinian sigh'd: 
But when wild waves, and wars, and tempests rage, 
Ah, who can find the soft Saturnian age? 300 


— 


and statesmen, and poets, and historians, and orators of higher fame. I 
love the regions of the morning, and the light of the sun; 


Ot; 3 Hus nor yEvicus 
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ij "Tis your's awhile to frown on classic toys, 

| Black Lettez Dogs or hoary seventh-form 4 Boys, 
Awhile to war with dunces, fools, and knaves, 
Hirelings of state, or opposition slaves, 

And all who dare profane the Musz's dome; 
With idle random fierceness they may foam, 
None shall nzx column's stately pride deface : 


The snake winds harmless round the marble base. 


the. 


6—— 
— — 


q i. e. The modern Commentators on Shakspeare, (See Dial. th: 
First of the F. of L.) and the translators (not quite The Septuagint) o 
Gray's Elegy into Greek. See Dial. 3. of the P. of L. v. 1. to v. 60. 

r My friend Octavius means by this allusion to observe, tbat 
proper, constant, and undeviat ing application of time, learning, and talen. 
must ultimately resist the malignity of criticism, and rise superior to tempo 
rary neglect, in any department of literature, of government, or of society. 
And as {conclude the first part of this Poem with a sentence from Switt, 
I wish to recommend another from that great master of life, as obvious 
perhaps, and as little attended to. The sentence is this:“ It is an uncm- 
trolled truth, that NO MAN EVER MADE AN ILL FIGURE, WHO UND! k- 
STOOD HIS OWN TALENTS, NOR A GOOD ONE, WHO MISTOOK THEM." 


END OF TREK THIRD DIALOGUE. 
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PREFACE 


TO THE FOURTH DIALOGCUE* 


OF THE 


PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 


L'OMBRA SUA TORNA CH'ERA DIPARTITA! Dant. 
“Hear bis Speech, but say thou nought.” 
But one word more:“ 
« He will not be commanded!” | Macbeth, 
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As I have now brought my Poem to the conclusion which I 
intended, it is proper and, as I think, respectful to offer some conside- 
rations to the public, for whose use it was written. No imitation of any 
writer or of any poem was proposed, unless the adherence to the principles 
of just composition, and a general observation of the finished models of 
classical literature, be considered as such. In the Preface to the First 
Dialogue I said, what I now repeat, that 1 would not have printed it, but 
from a full conviction of its tendency to promote the public welfare. My 
particular ideas on the nature and subject of Sa TIRE I expressed clearly and 
fully in the Preface to the Second Dialogue, and under the influence and 
impression of those sentiments I wrote the work. I have since enlarged 
on that subject in the Introductory Letter to this Poem. In my Intro- 
auction to the Third Dialogue, feeling the importance of my subject in 
its various branches, 1 asserced that, LITERATUR, well or ill conduct- 
© ed, IS THE GREAT ENGINE by which, J am fully persuaded, 4LT cry i- 
«* LIZED STATES must ultimately be supported or overthrown,” I am now 


First printed in July, 1797. 
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more and more deeply impressed with this truth, if we consider the nature, 
variety, and extent of the word, Literature. We are no longer in an 
age of ignorance, and information is not partially distributed according 
to the ranks, and orders, and functions, and dignities of social life. All 
learning has an index, and every science its abridgment. I am scarcely 
able to name any man whom I consider as wholly ignorant. We no 
longer look exclusively for learned authors in the usual place, in the 
retreats of academic erudition, and in the seats of religion. Our peasan- 
try now read the Rights of Man on mountains, and moors, and by the 
way-side ; and sbepherds make the analogy between their occupation and 
that of their governors. Happy indeed, had they been taught to make 
no other comparison. Our unsexed female writers now instruct, or con- 
fuse, vs and themselves in the labyrinth of politics, or turn us wild with 
Gallic frenzy. 


—— — 


But there is one publication of the time too peculiar, and too impor- 
| | tant to be passed over in a general reprehension. There is nothing with 
which it may be compared. A legislator in our own parliament, a member 

of the House of Commons of Great-Britain, an elected guardian and 
defender of the laws, the religion, and the-good manners of the country, 
has neither scrupled nor blushed to depict, and to publish to the world, 
the arts of lewd and systematic seduction, and to thrust upon the nation 
the most open and unqualified blasphemy against the very code and volume 
of our religion. And all this, with his name, style, and title, prefixed to 
the novel or romance called «Tux Monk.” (b) And one of our public 
| b Tak Moxx, a Romance in three volumes by M. Lewis, Esq. 
| M. P.“ printed for Bell, Oxford Street. At first 1 thought that the name 
and title of the author were fictitious, and some of the public papers hinted 
it. But J have been solemnly and repeatedly assured by the Bookseller 
| vimsell, that it is the writing and publication of M. LEWIS, Esq. Member 
af Porboment, It is sufficient for me to point out Chapter 7 of Volume 
2. As composition, the work would have been better, if the offensive and 
scandalous passuges had been omitted, and it is disgraced by a diablerie 


| and nonzense firted only to frighten children in the nursery. I believe 
| this jth Chapter of Volume 2. is indictable at Common Law. Edmund 
| Cri in the herst vear of George II. was prosecuted by the Attorney Gene- 


* 
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theatres has allured the public attention still more to this novel, by a 
scenic representation of an Episode in it. O Proteres Censore opus ext, 


* 


ral (Sir Phiſip Yorke, afterwards Lord Hardwicke) for printing two 
obscene books. The Attorney General set forth the several obscene pas- 
sages, and concluded that it was an offence against the King's peace. The 
defendant was found guilty and set in the pillory. See Str. 788. 1 Bar- 
nardist 29. The indictment (in Mich. Term t G. II.) begins thus: 
Edmund Curl, Existens homo iniquus et sceleratus, nequiter machinans 
* et intendens bonos mores subditorum hujus regni corrumpere, et eos ad 
* nequitiam inducere, quendam obscenum libellum intitula:.“ Kc. &c. 
— See Sir John Strange's Rep. p. 777. Ed. 1782, In two or three days 
after the point had been solemnly argued, and the judges had given their 
respective opinions, Sir J. Strange observes, © They gave it as their unani- 
mous opinion, that this was a temporal offence.” And they declared 
also that if the famous case of the Queen against Read (6 Ann. in B. R.) 
was to be adjudged (by them) they should rule it otherwise; i. e. contrary 
to Lord Ch. J. Holt's opinion. The Judges were Sir Robert (afterwards 
Lord) Raymond, Fortescue, Reynolds, and Probyy, We know the pro- 
ceedings against the book, entitled“ Memoirs of a Woman of Pleasure, 
by John Cleland. To the passages of obscenity, (which certainly ] hal; 
not copy in this place) Mr. Lewis has added 6/asphemy against be 

tures; if the following passage may be considered as such. He 

« Monk) examined the book which she (Antonia) had been reading, 

% had now placed upon the table. It was the Bible. How, said 
« Prior to himself, Antonia reads the Bible, and is still so 1gnoran: 

© But upon further inspection, he found that Elvira (the mother of Ants. 
„ nia) had made exactly the same remark. That prudent mother, whit 
she admired the beauries of the sacred writings, was convinced, that 
unxestricted no reading more improper could be permitted a young 
« woman. Many of the naratives can only tend to excite ideas the worst 
e calculated for a female breast; every thing is called roundly and plainly 
e by its own name; and the annals of a brothel would scarcely furnisb a 
« wreater choice of indecent expressions. Yet this is the book which young 
*« women are recommended to study, which is put into the hands of chil- 
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an Haruspice nobis2*” I consider this as a new species of legislative or 
| state- purricide. What is it to the kingdom at large, or what is it to all 
| 


W awww 
— * „ — „ 
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« dren, able to comprehend little more than thoge passages of which they 
had better remain ignorant, and which but too frequently inculcate the 
i first rudiments of vice, and give the first alarm to the still sleeping pas- 
« gjons. Of this Elvira was so fully convinced, that she would have 
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| « preſerred putting into her daughter's hands Amadis de Gaul, or the 
Valiant Champion Tirante the White; and would sooner have author- 
« ised her study lug the lewd exploits of Don Galaor, or the lascivious jokes 
© of the Damzel Plazer de mi vida.“ (p. 247, 248.) f &c. I state only 
what is printed. It is for others to read it and to judge. The falshood 
of this passage is not more gross than its impiety. In the case of Thomas 
Woolston, in the 2d. of George II. for blasphemous discourses against our 
Saviour's miracles, when arrest of judgment was moved; Lord Raymond 
and the whole Court declared they would not suffer it to be debated, 
whether to write against Christianity in general (not concerning contro- 
verted points between the, learned, but in general) was not an offence 
punishable in the temporal Courts of Common law. Woolston was im- 
prisoned one year, and entered into a large recognizance for his good 
| behaviour during life. Sir Philip Yorke, afterwards Lord Hard wicke, was 

Attorney General at the time. The case of the King against Annet, 

when the Honourable Charles Yorke was Attorney Genera}, (3d of Geo. 

III.) for a blasphemous hook entitled“ The Free Inquirer,” tending, 

among other points, to ridicule, traduce and discredit the Holy Scriptures, 
is well known to the profession. The punishment was uncommonly severe. 

Whether the passge I have quoted in a popular novel has not 4 tendency to 


— — — 


corrupt the minds of the people, and of the younger unsuspecting part of 
| the female sex, by traducing and discrediting the Holy Scriptures, is a 


matter of public consideration. This book goes all over the kingdom ;” 


3— ———CGG 0. 


| \.' ® Juv. Sat. 2. 
| refer to the third Edition of The Monk. Three editions of this 
| novel have been cireulated through the kingdom, without any alteration 


. whatsoever. 
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those whose office it is to maintain truth, and to instruct the rising abili- 
ties and hope of England, that the author of it is @ very young man? 
That forsooth be is a man of genius and fancy? So mach the worse. 
That there are very poetical descriptions of castles and abbies in this 
novel? so much the worse again, the novel is more alluring on that ac- 
count. Is this a time to poison the waters of our land in their springs and 
fountains? Are we to add incitement to incitement, and corruption to 
corruption, till there neither is, nor can be, a return to virtuous action 
and to regulated life? Who knows the age of this author! I presume, 
very few. Who does not know, that he is a Member of Parliament? He 
has teld us all so himself. I pretend not to know, (Sir John Scott does 
know, and practises too, whatever is honourable, and virtuous, and dig- 
nified in learning and professional ability) I pretend not, I say, to know, 
whether this be an object of parliamentary animadversion. Prudence 
may possibly forbid it. But we can feel that it is an object of moral and of 
national reprehension, when a Senator openly and daringly violates his firat 
duty to his (h) country. There are wounds, and obstructions, and disease; 
in the political, as well as in the natural, body, for which the removal of 


the part affected is alone eficaciouss At an hour like this, are we to 


stand in consultation on the remedy, when not only the disease is ascer- 
tained, but the very stage of the discase, and its specihc symptoms? Are 


—— — —— —_—_— 


are the words of Judge Reynolds, in the case of E. Cuil. What Mr. 
Lxwis has printed publicly with his name, that I state publicly to the 
nation. Few will dissent from the opinion of Lord Raymond and the 
Court, in the case of Curl above stated, as reported by Strange and Barnar- 
diston to this effect; „Religion is part of the common law, and there for 
« whatever is an offence againzt that, is an offence against te Common 
Law.“ With this opinion, 1 conclude the note. 

d All members of the legislature, Peers or Commoners, should join 
in sentiment and in character with the Athenian oratory and be consider- 
ed as speaking to their country in theze words: “ He, 645 ig. wer: v0 Pof 
© Tpoyorwy vrapxuriv Tn Hrg., xa H pia, xe Sον¹,,t. perl” C 
* dAtvbspoi, Kay ryorpeet KATE rug VOWS, 30! nern, $234 Tux, age T1; 

d hatripag TeTIOG. a7), AEschin: m3; Hapan pee. Sect. Lt. 


- v7 7 w 
l 44 34 * ae __ L — 2 - 
- —— 4 ub 64 4+ tans _ + - * ä KT 11 
4 i 6 TC. Y $5.5 ©, 2» . TEST P erg a r mn hs <0 * N . l 2 : » 
= * of * 


4 


[ 208 J 


we to spare the sharpest instruments of authority and of ceusure, when 
public establishments are gangrened in the life-organs? 

I fear, if our legislators are wholly regardless of such writings, and 
of such principles, among their own members, it may be said to them, as 
the Roman Satirist said to the patricians of the empire, for offences slight 
indeed, when compared to these: 

„At vos Trojugenz vodis ignoscitis, et que 

« Twrpid'cerdont Volesos Brutosque decebunt. e 
There is surely something peculiar in these days; something wholly un- 
known to our ancestors. But men, however dignified in their political 
station, or gitted with genius, and fortune, and accomplishments, may 
at least be made ashamed, or alarmed, or convicted before the tribunal 
of public opinion. Before that tribunal, and to the law of reputation, 
and every binding and powerful sanction by which that law is enforced, 
is Mr. Lewis this day called to answer. 

I would also, in this place, select a work by a Roman Catholic Divine, 
for that ani madversion it so solemny demands. I mean the Preface to the 
Second volume of DR. Gzppts's Translation of the Bible, I really would 


not trust myself to critcise the Translation itself, after I had read the 


fifth Chapter of Judges, v. 30, where for the words, “ To every man a 
& damsel or two,” Dr. Geddes translates, by way of a spirited and invit- 
ing improvement, (A Girl, 4 COUPLE O GIRLS, to each brave man?” 1 
will have nothing to do with Tue Docroz's Bravery; but I intend to make 
a few observations on the Preface alone, which is very extraordinary in- 
deed, and by no means in the spirit which the sacred writings seem to 
recommend. I am always pleased with every serious attempt to elucidate 
the Scriptures, and am as ready as any man to acknowledge the merit 
and learning of an industrious and ingenious scholar. But though I dif- 
fer essentially from Dr. Geddes, I am sure I shall never call him apos- 
tate, infidel, or heretic” in general terms, as be knows some persons 
will do; (Pref. p. 4.) but 1 may oppose an opinion to an opinion. The 
Cause in which he is engaged is not a trifling cause, nor is it, as we a, * 
sometimes told, an object of mere classical criticism. I think there is an 
unbecoming levity in the Doctor's manner more frequently than 1 could 


e Juv. Sat. 8. v. 181. 
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Wish, and he expresses his sentiments in language notfeazily understood at 

mes, nor according to the genius and common grammar of the Englisk 
tongue. But his meaning and opinion is, that “ the Historical Books of 
«the Old Testament were not divinely inspired.“ He tells us (p» 124) of 
« a partial and putative inspiration,“ and that the writers had not “ per- 
« petual and unerring sufflut ion.“ I do not quite understand the terms, 
as they are too sublime tor a plain Englizhman, but I suppose they are 
very fine, and I $uppose their meaning from other sentences in the preface, 
He says, (p- 3.) that © The Hebrew Historians wrote them from susb 
% buman documents as they could find, popular traditions, old songs, ana 
public registers.“ Singular materials truly for divine inspiration! But 
he says also, “ I veytare (and it is indeed venturing a great deal) I venture 
« to lay it down as a certain truth, that. there is no intrinsic evidence of 
te the Jewish Historians being divinely inspired; that there is nothing in 
« the style, or arrangement, in the whole colour or camplection of their 
© compositions, that speaks the guidance of an unerring spirit, but that 
« on the contrary, every thing proclaims the fallible and failing writer.“ 
(p. 5+) Dr. G. declares also, „After reading the Hebrew writings, and 
finding to bis full conviction so many intrinsic marks of fallibility, error 
and inconsistency, not to say downright absurdity,” (p. 11.) he could 
not believe their inspiration, even it he were taught it by an angel. TI 
have thus introduced the reader to the Doctor's most explicit opinion; 
but I will also present him with his solemn affirmation, and he will eazily 
decide on the propriety, the reasoning, and the consistency of it, “ 7 
« value them not the less“ (says Dr. Geddes) “ because I deem them at 
* divinely inspired. (p. 12.) If a man can seriously assert, chat the 
Scriptures inspired by G (upon that supposition being granted) are noi 
more valuable than the productions of à mere fallible wretched creature 


like man, in his best estate, I really could not lose my time in argument 


with that man however learned, or however gifted. He has degraded 
himself from that rank of literature and of sound understanding, which 
gives him a title to be answered. Dr. Geddes, as a scholar, should re- 
consider his chanacter, and as a professed Christian, he should re-examine 
his principles. I cannot discuss the doctrine of inspiration in this place; 


it cannot be expected that I should. But the tendency of ali the proceed - 
ings of our scholars and guides in literature, and in the state, and in reli- 1 
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gion, should be carefully watched. The open blasphemy and low scur- 
rility of Thomas Paine has been set aside by just argument, and the law 
of the land has armed itself against its effect in society.“ Mr. Lewis, 
Member of Parliament, has attacked the Bidle, as I have just shewn, in 
another and in a shorter manner, b/aspbemous as far as it goes, and tend- 
ing to discredit and traduce its authority. And last Dr. Geppts, a 
Translator of the Bible, versed in the original language and in Hebrew 
criticism, has now begun his attack also on the Historical parts, which, it 
they-are not part of the inspired writings, are not intitled to the name of 
sacred Scriptures. It is difficult to say, where these attacks will end. 
The times are so precarious, and revolt from all authority human and 
divine so frequent, that the magistrate, the satirist, and the critic have 
an united office, I the historical parts of the Bible are given up, another 
man will arise and object to the poetical parts. These will be allowed to 
have sublimity and dignity ; but it will be asked, why should they be con- 
sidered as inspired? All poetry, we shall be told, is in some sense inspired; 
Homer and Eschylus and Shakspeare, and why not the Hebrew bards. 
The moral portion of the Scriptures is evidently full of wisdom and of 
the soundest sense, and I suppose we shall soon hear it may be the work of 
a- philosopher, and that morality is not matter of inspiration. A fourth 
writer may first insinuate with great respect, and then prove that all pro- 
þhecy is ambiguous; and that the prophecies in the Bible may be conjec- 
tural, and there fore no reliance can be had on their inspiration. Lastly 
we may be loosely and indiscriminately told, that the dactrinal parts are 
30 much above as well as contrary þ to human reason, that they could not 
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I am glad to bear testimony to the excellence of Mr. Erskine's elo- 
quent declamation in the court of K. B. in the cause, on Newton, Boyle, 
Locke, and other great men, the defenders of Christianity.— But my gene- 
ral opinion of Mr. Erskine's talent for writing and public political speak- 
ing is very different. Westminster Hall is his theatre. We might 
almost say: Tanqucam in pistrinum aliquod detrudi et compingi videtur. 
(See a future note on this Poem, Dial. 4.) 

+ In “ The Monk, a Romance.” See above. Pref. 


I As the subject is so important, and words are so frequently mis- 


applied or misapprehended, it is always of use to remember the words 
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come from Cod. Thus might the whole fabric vanish into air, into thin 
air: or to reverse Mr. Gibbon's phrase, thus might“ the triumphant bau- 
ner of the heathen Capitol be again erected on the ruins of the Church 
ce of Christ.“ Still we are to sit silent, still we are to hear with patience 
the outrageous presumption of man before his mercitul Creator! while 
„The world and its adorable Aur nok, His attributes and essence, bis 
« power, and rights, and duty (I tremble to pronounce the word) be all 
© brought together to be judged-—BEFORE US.“ We are to assemble in 


ä — 


7 


Faith and Reason, as contradistinguished to each other. Mr. Locke has 
defined them with a clearness and a precision which can never be exceed. 
ed, and which should never be forgotten, in thought or in conversation. 
« REASON, as contradistinguished to Faith, I take to be the discovery 
« of the certainty or probability of such propositions or truths, which the 
mind arrives at by deductions made from such ideas which it has got by 
&« the use of its natural faculties, namely, by sensation or reflection. 
« FA1TH, on the other side, is the assent to any proposition not thus 
made out by the deductions of reason, but upon the credit of the propozer, 
« as coming from Gop, in some extraordinary way of communications 
„ This way of discovering truths to men, we call Revelation.” Locke's 
Essay on the Human Understanding, B. 4, C. 18. An attention to this 
accurate definition would prevent all confusion, and oſtentimes, very idle 
or profane jargon in conversation. Mr. Locke's whole chapter on this 
subject should be studied. 

* Ogden's Sermons, Hallifax's edit. vol. f. p. 2.— There was some- 
thing peculiarly amiable in the kind and disinterested office which the late 


Bishop of St. Asaph, Dr. HALLITAx, undertook in the vindication of 


the memory and writings of two great men (quales et quantos viros! ) 
Bishop Butler and Dr. Ogden. It will be an eternal honour to that very 
acute, learned, and most judicious prelate. Cicero shall speak for this 
prelate. No man once better understood the strength and application of 
his language, when he filled the professorial chair of Civil Law, as the 
ULPIAN of his day, in the University of Cambridge, © Idoneus mea 
« quidem sententià, præsertim quum et Is Eum audiverit et scribat do 
mortuo; ex quo nulla suspicio est amicitiz causà cum esse men itum.“ 
Cic, de Clar. Orat. Sect. 15. What such a writer as Dr. Hallifax has 
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the Temple with all our princes, and lords, and potentates, and venerable 
orders, and our high officers, in all the gradations and dignities of our state 
and hierarchy, till some CHAN ro of anarchy and infidelity be brought 
forth as in sport, and placed Getween the pillars. He may bow himself 
with all his might, but his strength, 1 trust, will not be from above; he 
will © fee! the nature of tbe piilars whereupon the house standeth 1 speak 
this in general. I do not apply it to Dr. Geddes or any such scholar. It is 
not now for the first time that the Canon, and the inspiration, and the authen- 
ticity of the Scriptures have been examined; and their internal evidence 
has often taught a different lesson. I cannot help offering one suggestion, 
as it is new to me. If there is a subject in the Bible which has been par- 
ticularly 3inzled out for profane ridicule, it is that of Jonah being swal- 
lowed up in the whale's belly three days and three nights. Yet, as if to 
confound human wisdom, or sagacity, or vanity, and as an eternal lesson 
to human presumption on the fitness and unfitness of the gubjects of inspira- 
tion, TAE SAVIOUR GF THE WORLD HIMSELF thought proper to choose and 
to appropriate this event To HIMSELF.* © As Jonah was three days and 
three nights in the whale's belly, so sball Tas Soy or Main be thre? 
days and three nights in the heart of the earth!” St. Matthew, c. 12. v. 
40. I solemnly protest, I have no other object in view in whatever I have 
written, but the good of man in all his best interests, complicated as they 
are, at this awful and pressing hour. More is yet in our power than we 
may even imagine; but a! the orders of the state must unite vigorously 
N and powerfully in their sþec:fic functions to preserve it. The priests and 
ministers of the Lord must also stand between the porch and the altar, and 
exert themselves “ be fore their eyes begin to wax dim that they may not 
e gee, and ere the lamp of God goeth out in the temple of the Lord, 
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told, who would tell again? I only speak in honour to the memory of a 

a Scholar, whose name, and high attainments in science, should be record- 
ed. To yap yigus 1071 Oavovrwv. | , that 
* meien love Ts Hp are the very words of Christ. Can words 

be more explicit? Yet a German professor, J. G. Eichhorn, the succes- 
sor of the great Michaelis, thinks it justifiable to expe] the prophetic book 


of Jonah from the present canon of the Scripture.—See his German In- 
' troduction to the Old Testament. | 
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c YER THE ARK Of Gon -I am degirous that all persons of 
literature and good sense, and lovers of their country, should be convinced 
to what end we may at lust be conducted, if we are not aware of our 
danger. When indeed I consider the future condition of Europe under the 


revolutionary tyranay of France, in principles, morals, and government, I 
muse upon the awful strain of the Florentine poet: 


&« $i trapassammo per $0222. mistura 
„ Dell 'ombre e della pioggia, a passi lenti, 
& Toccando un poco la vita futura !”4 


But to return. The objects of public regret and offence are now $0 
numerous and so complicated, that all the milder offices of the Muse have 
lost their influence and attraction. It is indeed unfortunate that scarce 2 
subject in literature can be interesting without the science and matter of 
politics. They give a colour to our very thoughts. (f) We are borne down 


** —_ 


i © Quibngoccupotrs ct obsessus animus quantulum loci bonis artibus 
* relinquix?” Dialog. de Oratoribus C. 29.-—I cannot resist giving an 
opinion at ichs time. (July 1797.) My prime objection to any propozed 
Ministry of Mr. Fox and his adherents is this. I believe their principles 
are too popular for the good, the zafety, or perhaps for the existence, of 
this country under its prezent constitution. I believe, that their design 
is to throw such a weight of power into the House of Commons, by means 
of *a Reform, as would ultimately mould the tuo Houses of Parliament 
not merely into a resemblance, but into the actual form and relative 
power of the Council of Five Hundred, and the Council of Ancients. I 


am also of opinion, that the authority and influence of the Crown of Great 


Britain, would be reduced far below that which is lodged in the Execu- 
tive Directory of France. I think the proposed Reforms lead, beyond a 
controversy,' to this issu,ꝭG I conceive that a great Personage, in the case 
of a change of Mr. Pitt's Ministry, must be apprehensive, to whom he is 
to be delivered, and to what he may he reduced. The pride of a states- 
man's understandiag, like Mr. Fox's, in the plenitude of dignity, wil! 
overbear all ideas of a balance of power in the orders of the state, and of 
the safety of the country, upon its ancient principles. He has declared 


* Sam. b. 1. ch. Zo v. Jo Dante Inf. Cant. 6. 
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with a force not to be resisted, when our very existence, as a nation 


under its ancient laws, and constitution, and establishments, has been 
# 


his opinion; he must not recede. All will be sacrificed to that pride in a 
moment of phrenzy. The example of every state, nation, and city, sub- 


dued by French arms, French principles, and French treachery, is to be 
weighed well, as an awful warning in this kingdom, which may yet be 
preserved. The encroachments of such a statesman, as Mr. Fox, (para- 
mount as he is in ability and in political eloquence beyond any man) are 
to be watched and resisted by all who think soberly, and are independent 
of party. Yet Mr. Fox neither could, nor would, satisfy the raving and 
tyrannical ideas of Horne Tooke and the French crew. They wonld 
make use of him to a certain point. They would then declare him an 
enemy to his country, and conduct him to the scaffold. © Corpora 
e lentsE augescunt, cito extinguuntur.”* The security of property, pub- 
lic and private, is shaken by the proposed system, and a Revolution (which 
we never yet have known but in mere name) might then be at hand. A 
government which once relaxes, is not casily recalled to the vigour of its 
ancient principles. We have among us statesmen of determined and 
true patriotism, and this final misery may yet be prevented. We have a 
King, who has courage, virtue, and firmness. Of his Minister, the Right 
Honourable William Pitt, I have given my opinion often in another place; 
I have not altered my sentiments. 
I certainly cannot say with the great Satirist under Louis the 14th, 
Que ma vue A Cor BERT inspiroit l'allégresse.“f 
I speak, and I have spoken, most impartially of Mr. Pir r. Jam neither 
for a proscription of any political talents, nor for ,an hereditary claim to 
the public office of Prime Minister. But if the principles of any statesman 
are such, as to induce a rea! and effectual change in the government, that 
statesman should not be admitted to rule. If the ancient and established 
principles of the English constitution are maintained, à Prime Minister 
may conduct public affairs, even with a, mediocrity of talent. It is 
neither Mr. Pitt, nor Lord Lansdown, nor Mr. Fox, nor Mr. Grey, ho 


are necessary to the function. But, by the disastrous consent of the 


*'Tacit. Agric. ap. init. 


+ Boileau Ep. 10. 
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rendered dubious. I would particularly recommend the serious perusal of 
the account given by Thucydides of che democratic sedition in Corcyre. 
The reader would be convinced, that the same peculiarities mark all popu- 
lar seditions and insurrections, the game pretexts, the same motives. The 
inzurgents declare the friends of the lawful and established government 
enemies to the popular representation and interest. Some of these insur- 
gents have private enmities to revenge, and others have debts to cancel. 


ä ä —_— * — 


whole nation and its Parliament, thinking rightly, proposing soundly, 
and meaning honestly, are nothing without SPEAKING VRH. Let me 
add a word or two on a subject not quite foreign to this note. The ex- 
ample of a very learned and, in my opinion, a very virtuous and honour- 
able man, to whom the country is under nuch obligation, Mr. Reeves, 
will deter any man from volunteer efiz5/0ns in favour of any Minister. It 
would not be amiss, to be ure, if Mr. R. or any other writer, would 
read Aristotle and Quintihan on tropes and metaphors, before he adorns his 
native language with all the richness of imagery, and exerts the com- 
mand, which nature gives him, over the figures of speech. Trunco, non 
frondibus, efficit umbram. For my own part, when his pamphlet, + The 
« Thoughts on the English Government,” was published, I never felt 
more indignation than when I zaw this gentleman ungenerously and 
shamefully abandoned and given up by Me. Pitt in the House of Commons 
to the malice of his avowed enemies and to a criminal prosecution in the 
Court of King's Bench. He was solemnly acquitted of any libellous in- 
tentions; but his language was imprudent. He fell a victim to metapho- 
rical luxuriance and state-botany.---(Sce * Thoughts” &c. as above, p. 12 
and 13, for Mr. Reeve's Simile of tbe Constitutiona? Tree and its Branch- 
es.] Tt was the deep and important observation of Aristotle; Ev r- 
Hopi £074 y tv Open. See also the tenth chapter of Aristotle's Rheto- 
ric, Book 3. which I recommend to all political writers and speakers; 
De Urbanis Metaphoris, or T5 T&y 407iivn, x% Twy U αιν,”⁊ ure. Those 
great critics, Messrs. Fox and Sheridan, differed however essentially 
from Aristotle in this point, in their Commentaries read publicly in the 
House of Commons on this text: T= MiT&Dopev 0 % Ee N th 
* H IH Nẽ,½ =. Rhet. L. 3. C. 10. 8. 3. 
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Death is the universal solvent. (if) The historian observes, they held forth 


| lic and private. I speak from awful and trembling conviction Our Rury 
1} CAN BE EFFECT® BT POLITICAL REFORM ALONE, and our Enemies at 
[| } home, and in France, know that I speak the truth. We in Great Bri- - 
tain, who are yet in a condition to preserve ourselves, see and read and 
1 feel these things. The grant of one demand leads necessarily to another 


4 
1 either the specious offer of greater equality of power among the citizens, 
| | or a more temperate form of aristocracy, or some state expedient varying 3 
|| [| with the hour; but each leader in reality had his own private views of 1 
l Wi ambition, or power, or riches, but accommodated his speeches to the pre- 
1 [i vailing humour of the day.(g) This as we have all known, has been trans- . 
1. acted step by step upon a great and tremendous scale in France. The i 
I | Italian and Belgian states are following them with headstrong and infuri- Z 
| | | ate revolution. WEN INDEED MORE TO PRESERVE THAN ANY OTHER 5 
| | | COUNTRY under Heaven; and we mays by wise regulations, hereafter re- | 
| | | | ore even the hinances of the state. We must never forget that the sta- 
[| { bility of our present Constitution is the sole stability of all property, pub- 
1 


1 when any material alteration in a state or government is conceded. If the 
1) | second is refused after the first has been granted, we are then told, that 
1 there is a want of consistence in the plan, and that it were more advise- 


able to have kept the state as it was, than to admit only a partial reform, 
We $urely cannot be said to be duped and fooled by Reformers, without 
warning from history and from experience. The constitutional statesmen 
of Great Britain cannot now be ignorant of the nature of “ a Modern 
Reform in any state of Europe.“ The greater the difficulty and danger, 
the greater the fury of the Revolutionists. Pindar was a poet and a 


ME 


ff Hear the great Historian: „ T u erriay ,“ Toi Toy 
f Anpey zxT&) vec. Ar Tivs5 TIT N p EviX&, 3% h LON A TWY 
chi 0Þi4)oprrvay T6 r M . Ls 3. Sect. 81. 

g Hear Thucydides again in his own language. O; e Ta ToAsry 
TK p0TTAYTE iT" 104470; XATT04 , Tn loovopices rere N 
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statesman; he said, Ampooirrawy Epwrwy oZurtpac proevict® A man of a 
poetical mind either wanders into futurity, or recals the images of 
other times and of other empires, He can sometimes even descend into 
the regions of terrific fable, and give to his own country the sentiments 
and passions of antiquity, and body forth contending parties which are no 
more, of the virtuous and the valiant, of the wicked, the desperate and 
the frantic. At such an hour as the present; and with the objects which 
we $ce and hear and feel, with the exultation of the bad, and the de jec- 
tion of the good, and the labours of great statesmen to precerve us from 
final misery, can we torbear to contemplate the picture drawn by that 


poct, whose only Muses were Czsar, and Brutus, and Cato, and the 
genius of expiring Rome.“ 
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Tristis FELICIBUS UMBRIS 
Vultus erat; vidi Decios natumque patremque, 

. Lustrales bellis animas, fentemque Camillum. 
Abruptis Catilina minax fractisque catenis 
Exultat, Mariique truces nudique Cetbegi: 
Vidi ego lætantes, popularia nomina, Drusos 
Legibus immodicos, ausosque ingentia Gracchos. 
A.ternis chalybum nodis, et carcere Ditis 
Constrictæ plausere manus, CAMPOSQUE PIORUM 
Poscir TURBA NOCENS! (gg) 


7 2 


gg In the great question of a Reform in Parliment (i. e. in the 
House of Commons) I certainly do not mean to call figuratively the 
Ministerial ground, the Camp! Piorum, but I call the Constitution of 
England and its defenders, in or out of Parliment, by that name. Nor 
would I by any means rank the gentlemen of opposition with the Turba 
nocens. That Turba nocens are the levellers and the patricians of democra- 
cy and revolution. But the licence of poetry we are told is considerable, 
if assumed with modesty. The question itself has nothing to do with 
invention,. though as I think much fiction is employed in the support of 
it. I am of opinion, that in the outset there is a fiction or a deceit, We 
are told, we must recur to the original principle of the H. of Commons; 
the principle, as I suppose, on which it was founded, and that principle is 


* Nem. Od. 11. 7 Lucags Pharsal. L. 6. v. 784- | 
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The present Poem was not composed for a trivial purpose, or without 
1 mature thought. It is the fruit and study of an independent and disi: 


| | declared to be popular in the modern sense of that word. In this argument 
historical truth is not asserted; I would maintain, that it is violated. It 
| 5 is contrary to matter of fact, The very origin of the House itself (the 
LY | best antiquaries will tell you so) is rather doubtful. The more remote 
| [| your inquiry, the greater the demonstration of its original weakness, nay 
| [| (I say it with grief) of its political insignificance. It was a Council, 
: 
/ 
| 


i} which grew out of a greater Council. I will not insult my reader with 
| information on the subject. But it is matter of plain historical knowledge 
that its powers, its functions, its freedom, and its consequence have been 
all progressive to a certain period. That period was the Revolution (as 
1 it is foolishly and improperly called) in 1688. At that æra the House 
| of Commons under the Old Whigs, attained to the consummation ot its 
glory and to the fullness of its dignity. As I here speak of the original 
principle, I have nothing to do with the subsequent corruptions. I must 
1 own I do not wish for the famous Roman plate of brass; 1am for no un- 
1 | qualified Lex Regia.“ Let it rest in the Capitoline Museum, that splen- 
1 did effort of Michael Angelo. I abhor abject servility and all its monu— 
| il ments. I never wished, Iam sure I do not now wish, to see any Senate 
divest itself of all power. I would not see a Vespasian in any country 
make and repeal laws, or exercise unlimited authority, without the advice 
and consent of a well-constituted Senate. I venerate the institution of 


— — 
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| | | the House of Commons, and would preserve it with my life; but I shall 


1 | raise up no tree, trunk or branches, for a fatal simile, like Mr. Reeves. 
1! | hel 55 


See a Dissertation „de Ainea Tabula Capitolina Romæ 1757.“ 
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| Heineccius and Gravina also published this “ Lex Regia.” It may be 
read at full length in Gruteri Inscript: Antiq. By this Law the Roman 
| Senate, in the most abject stile, authorized Vespasian to make and repeal 
laws, to declare peace and war, and to exercise every act of an absolute 
sovereign, without waiting for their consent or even asking their advice. 
— This authority however was not granted to all the Emperors indiscri- 
minately; they selected (beiore Vespasian) Augustus, Tiberius, and Clau- 
dius. I leave the reader to his own reflections. 
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terested life, passed without the incumbrance of à profession or the em- 
barrassment of business. It was not intended merely to raise a smile at 


ah 
—— 


J look for no pasture in the fields of Ministers or of Booksellers: nor 
would I be turned out by Mr. Fox and Mr. Sheridan to graze on the 
verdant lawns of the King's Bench, (once intended for the Chief Justice 
of Newfoundland,) or at best to grub and delve in Mr. Pitt's Straw- 
yard, TI neither recur to Montesquieu nor to Machiavel. I want 
not to be told by the former, that or system was found in the 
« woods,” or to hear from Signor Machiavel and Mr. Fox, that“ States 
« may grow out of sbape.” Such were the words of Machiavel quoted 
by Mr. Fox in the House of Commons on May 26, 1797, in his speech 
on the Reform of Parliament. The founders of the French Republic, 
and the Re-founders of it (tor it has been founded three times already) seem 
always to have had Machiavel's Discourses on Livy in their view. He 


says, that if any power or powers, (princes, warriors, or demagogues) 
take or subdue any city, province, or realm, *they should make all things 
« new in the State.” The words are most particular. “ Fare ogni cosa 
edi nuovo in quello stato, nelle Citta fare nuovs govern? con nuvi nomi, 
con nuova autorità, con nuovi nomini, fare 7 povert ricchi, disfare delle 
« vecchie città, cambiare gli abitatori da un ſuogo ad un altro, e in somma, 
«non lasciare cosa niung intatta, e che non vi sia ne grado, ne ordine, nẽ 
« Stato, në richezza, che chi la tiene non la RICONOSCA DATE!”* The 
French have religiousſy observed the advice. We are told in the House 
of Commons by Mr. Fox, that the authority of Machiavel is great. In 
my opinion, ALL TYRANNY IS UNIFORM IN ITS MAXIMS«, But the Sig- 
nori, Machiavel and Fox, still tells us that *States may grow out of babe.“ 
For my own part indeed I would rather find a system in the woods, than 
in modern France; and I do not look for a new political Dancing Master 
every time there is a twist in the body. To hear Mr. Fox, as I perpetu- 
ally do in the House, one would really think he was a rival to Vestris or 
Didelot. He has been long trying his art and giving lessons to Mr. Pitt 
gratis, That Right Honourable Gentleman's gait. still continues as 
aukward and stiff as usual. He will not BEND. A groceful bow is not 
his ambition, and Mr. Fox dances before him every day without ihe least 


* Machiavel, Discorsi Lib. 1. Cap. 6. 
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folly or conceit; but it was written with indignation against wickedness, 
against the prostitution of superior talents, and the profane violence of 


— 


effect, Mr. Fox, 1 believe, is of the opinion and principle of Monsieur 
Marcel, the famous dancing master in Queen Anne's reign, who said, 
when the Earl of Oxford was made Prime Minister, He was surprised, 
« and could not tell what the Queen could zee in him, for his own part 
«K he never could make any thing of bim. To be sure Mr. Pirr 
is every day placed between THE DANCING MASTER AND HIS MAN, but 
he has not learned grace from Mr. Fox, or wit from Mr. Sheridan. In- 
deed I have been informed that, the three celebrated Dancers and Ballet 
masters, Messrs. Fox, Sheridan, and Grey, are preparing a new Serious 
Divertisement, or Pas de Trois, with new scenes, dresses and decorations, 
called, LE DIR EC TOI E ExXECUTIF.” If it can be got up time enough, 
it will be brought forward this season; but as there is a necessity for a re- 
inforcement of the troops rRoM P1RIS, it is feared the old dances must 
Eontinue to the end of the season, (June 1797.) It is proposed that ligt 
should be thrown on the stage in a quite new manner; but the Ballet- 
Masters will suffer no persons to be on the stage, or to view the machine- 
ry, behind the scenes. Lord Galloway and Lady Mary Duncan have ex- 
pressed their approbation of this rule, so much for the interest of THe 
GRranDOPtRaA: though the noble Earl is contented with the present Grand 
Ballet- Master. (June 1797.)---On a kindred topic I would observe to the 
classical reader another singular circumstance in ancient times. It is 
from the Roman State. Since we have been all arming at home with 
alacrity and prudence, and (what is consequent to that) with effect, 
against OUR enemy, and the militia laws have been extended, it is curious 
to call to mind the emphatic clause in the ancient Roman law concerning 
the exemption of particular persons from military service, called “= 
& FacaT7IONE,” as learned civilians well know. The clause is this: (Nis. 


« BELLUM GALLICUM exoriatur;” in which case not even the Priests - 


were ext mpted. I will illustrate this law from Plutarch and Cicero, but 
will not translate the passages. Plutarch has this singular remark in the 
life of Marcellus: 05 e GANG 68/06) y T6 xape Taptixt Poo, Ji 115 
© rig 0{66) X24 T0701) TOXERY T'YI0LTOMEVOLS, X08 TO FANKIOV aA 
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© bad men. It was indeed (to use a poet's allusjon) poured forth as a liba- 
| tion from the cup of Achilles, consecrated and appropriated : 


Ours rt oTiy0:ox4 brwv, ore pen ATT Harp. (h) 


It is proposed, in its degree and according to its subject, for the defence 
of truth, and with an honest wish to uphold society and the best interests 
of mankind, but chiefly those of our own country. In it there are no 
imaginary subjects. I have raised no phantoms of absurdity merely t 
disperse them; but the words, the works, the sentiments, and often the 
actions of the authors are betore us. It might be known hereafter from - 
this poem how we wrote and thought in this age, and not unfrequently 
how we conducted ourselves. 


3 There is one subject“ which I have pressed upon the attention of the 
A nation, which in this respect seems to be in a state between slumber and 
1 Ar dn xa Thy Then in” avTwv &3024N017T3H;, 5; weve Bs GSιαlů- Nopov, @TEASIG 
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1 7 ** TooaxuT&% Poem! ure TpoTipev 5T5s Us TY) yErerdas Aeyorrac” Plut. Vit. 
YH Marcel. p. 244, Vol. 2, edit. Bryan.---The other illustration is from 
4 3 Cicero in his oration tor Fonteius ; (the object of which was to inculcate, ; 
4 8 „ Gallis fidem non habendam, hominibus levibus, perſidis, et iu ipsos 


„Deos immortales impiis.”) The words are thezs : “ Ut oportet, BELLO 
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4 „ GALLICO, ut majorum jura moresque prescribunt, Nzmo EST, Civis 

4 ; Romanus, qui sibi ulla excusatione utendum putet.“ Orat. pro Fonteio. 

4 4 Sect. 16, sub. fin. Cic. Op. ed. Barbou, vol. 4. p. 393---- We have not, 

9 5 and I trust we never shall have, the same cause for apprehension from the 

3 2 French as the Romans had from the Gauls. They never have taken 0UR 

E | CITY, and while we are true to ourselves, as we now are, I trust they 

4 f never will or can take it. But the danger is and ever will be great, from 

"x their vicinity, J Ty y@Tvuari. The words are from Plutarch: Mr. | 


Burke has written the commentary.F “ Vocem adyti dignam templo!“ 
(July 1767.) 
h Hom. II. 6. v. 227. 


See Dial. 3. written in May, 1796. 
Two Letters on the Peace. (Ed. Rivington 1796.) page 113, &c. 
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alarm; in the suppineness which attends the former, and with that confu- 
sion in ideas and measures, which too frequently accompanies terror, 
compass ion, mercy, self. preservation, integrity of principle, Christian 
charity, the uncertainty of the mortal condition, the convulsion of empires 
and of states, have all and each variously conspired to direct the measures 
of our government with respect to the French Roman Catholic Emigrants, 
and in particular, to the French Priests. I have stated in different places 
my opinion on this important subject. I continue to call aloud upon this 
country and its ministers to regard, with minute circumspection, THESE 
MEN AND THEIR CAUSE. (hh) The most reprehensible part of Mr. 
Burke's public conduct has been in this point. Great and venerable as 1 
hold him, in this I praise him not. I maintain that the vigilance of the 
Roman Catholics is erect and on the tiptot of expectation: it is scarcely 
suspended by slamber. I speak also on another account. There is such 
a connection between superstition and atheism, and their allies cruelty and 


tyranny, that the wisest and most experienced statsmen and moralists have 


declared it to be indissoluble. In their cause, they would unite with any, 
even with Jacobin, principles, Hear Dr. Hussey the titular Bishop of 
Waterford in Ireland in his late pastoral Letter. (i) „TE CaTHOLIC 


hh July 1797. | 

i See © A Pastoral Letter to the Catholic Clergy of Waterford 
and Lismore in Ireland, by the R. R. Doctor Hussey.” London, Re- 
printed by P. Coghlan, Duke Street, Grosvenor square. (1797.) His 
titular Lordship's idea of © a man of true liberality is this; “that he lives 
in charity, in concord, in amity, with all others of every religious persua- 
Sion; with whom a difference in religious epinions makes no difference 
in social life, &c. &c.” (p. 6.) Very liberal indeed; this is the text. 
But his Lordship, in the natural confusion of ideas in Bis country has 
prefixed the comment. See the preceding page. The words are these: 
« Remonstrate (says his Lordship) with any parent, who will be 50 
* criminal as to expose his offspring to those places of education (the 
Charter Schools, &c. &c. as I suppose) where bis religious faith and mor- 
e als are likely to be perverted. If be will not attend to your remonstran- 
ces, (he is speaking tothe Roman Catholic Clergy) refuse him the partici- 
i pation of Christ's body; if he should sil continue obstinate, DENoOUNCE 
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„ FAITH (i. e. the tenets, the doctrines, the superstitions, the absurdities, 
the follies, the cruelty, and the tyranny, of the Church of Rome, and 
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6%, To THE CHURCH, in order that, according to Christ's command- 
« ment, be be considered as a beathen and a publican,” p. 5. We know 
the sense of Christ; and we know the sense which the Roman CATROLIC 
CxURCH annexes to these words. But this is LIB#RALITY!!!- Hear 
his titular Lordship once more. Speaking of the total repeal of the 
Popery laws in Ireland, he werns those who oppose it in these terms, 
page 10. THE VAST ROCK 7s already detached from the mountain's brow, 
« and whoever OPPOSES its descent and removal, MUST BE CRUSHE Dby his 
& own rash endeavours.” Is the common sense of England and Ireland 
drunk? Or it it has slept, will it not now awake? Can any man say, 
that the political spirit of the Roman Catholic Religion is extinct, that 
it is dead, that it is dying? This titular bishop warns us plainly enough, 
He has rocks and mountains at command, and the powers of nature 
in their gigantic admeasurements appear at his great bidding. In Ireland 
it might be of use to discuss this pastoral Letter in toto. If J were an 
Irishman, I would do so; but the business in England is yet very differ- 
ent. Let me add a word or two. It may be worth while at this period 
when all establizhments are shaking, to censider frequently, that“ a Reli- 
« gious Establishment, under any form, is not the religion itself, but the 
mode of preserving, inculcating, and continuing che religion.“ There 
is a religion which may be and is political, and another which is real. 1 
will give a passage from the admiral Preface to the translation of Xeno- 
phon's Cyropædia written with great compass of thought and precision of 
argument, by a gentleman of fortune, family, erudition and virtue, the 
Honourable Mauzrce ASHLEY. I cannot refrain from observing with 
pleasure, that LORD MALtMsBURyY and myself may have a natural parti- 
ality for the memory of that accomplished and well-instructed gentleman. 
Real Christianity (says he) is none of these changeable establishments 
and human institutions, nor ever can be, but stands upon its own foot. 
« Whether it be the religion of the multitude, and national or not 
national, or whatever be the forms of it in national establishments, it 1s 
* one and the same in itself, Arm and unalterable, and will undoubtedly 
remain so to the end of the world, whether owned or not owned by any 
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whatever makes it to differ from any other external establishment of 
Christianity) The Catholic faith (suvs his titular Lordship) is suitable to 
all climes, and all forms of government, monarchies or republics, aristo- 
* Cracies, Or DEMOCRACIES.” (p. 9.) Right. Does his Lordship speak 
intelligibly? That which is true of Christianity in itself and by itself 
alone, independent of any establishment whatscever, that they assert of 
their own tyrannical superstition. They will shew the arm, and the 
sword, of heaven interested and active for them. They will tell you 
(whenever they have the power or even the probability of attaining that 
power) that their cause alone is from above. They separate their spiritual 
rulers from the temporal governors of the state, and assert the superior 
dignity and paramount authority of the former; and this they thunder 
in the ears of an armed soldiery. They tell you, that the opposers of 
the Roman Catholic cause are sacrilegious in the eye of heaven; and that 
upon them, in a mass, THE GREAT STONE will fall and grind them to 
powder. I know the state of Ireland,* and the declarations of the titular 


% public establishment indifferently.” Mr. A's Pref. page 8. I enter 
not into the expedience, institution and and relative excellence of religious 
establishments in this place. It is not here the question; if it were, I 
am not without my sentiments or without words to enforce them. I hope 
indeed we may, and shall, still justify the expressions of à great writer: 
« We are separated from the errors, and freed from the chains of PoPERx, 
% without breaking out into a state of religious anarchy.” But 1 give 
Mr. Asbley's words as a general observation to all those who esteem the 
downfall of such an establishment as Popery to be the downfall of the 
Christian religion than which no opinion can he more anfounded. To 
the Roman Catholic system of religion, whether in its vigour and pleni- 
tude of power, or in its decline, or in its struggles for revival, the words 
of the poet may be applied figuratively and literally: 

In sua templa furit, nullaque exire vetante 

Materia, magnamque cadens magnamque revertens 

Dat stragem late SPARSOUSQUE RECOLLIGIT IGNES. 

| Lucan, L. 1. 
* There is something peculiarly ungrateful in the conduct of this titu- 

lar Bishop of Waterford. Particular attention has been paid to Dr. Hus- 
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bishops in that country. But that subject is not properly mine, though it 
is intimately connected with it. All I have to do is to shew, (and I think 1 
have shewn it to all who will attend,) that“ the Spirit of the Roman 
Catholic System is yet unaltered.” In England the French Priests, iu a 
body, have been chased from the King's Castle at Winchester: but our 
government has yet a sacred fortress or two at Reading, and Shene, and 
in Yorkshire: and it appears that a sum of Five HUN oRRED AND ForTY 
Tnous adp PouNDs (b) has been issued for the use of the French Emi- 


—_ _— 


sey by the administration of Ireland, as Lord Camden knows. But in this 
country I should hardly be understood if J were to enumerate the particu- 
lars which I know, I have spoken in terms very moderate indeed of this 
Pastoral Letter, under tbe circumstances of its publication. My repre- 
hension has been canfined to the spirit it. It will be perceived by som- 
persone that I write Zuyrrows. 


Talibus ex adyto dictis Cu RA SIBYLLA, 
Horrendas canit ambages, antroque remugit 
Obscuris vera involvens! 


b On the 215st of December, 1796, „The House of Commons in a 
Committee of supply, among other sums, voted a sum of 5 40,0001. for the 
relief of the suffering clergy and laity of France,” WoodfalVs Parlia- 
mentary Register. (1796.) Vol. 1. page 53 24. It is singular (and it will 


be remembered by those who are versed in the interior politics of this 


country in the reign of Queen Anne) that in Swift's Examiner, Nov. 
1710, No. 16, the exact sum of 540,000l. is stated humorously, as * a 
* Bill of British ingratitude, to his Grace the Duke of Marlborough, viz. 
Woodstock, 40,0001. Blenheim, 200,000], Post Office grant, 100, oool. 
« Mildenheim, 30,000. Pictures, jewels, &c. 60,0001, Pall Mall grant, 
* Kc. 10,000]. Employments, &c. 100,000l. The total exactly 540,000),” 
Thus at the beginning of this century did the British nation remunerate 
THE CONQUEROR OP FRANCE! And thus, at the close of it, are the Services 
of the French Emi grants, sacred and profane, requited by the muaificence 
of the British Parliament I!! We know where it is written in letters of 
marble; | | 
EvRoPa nac VIn DEZ GENIO DECORA ALTA BRITANNG! 
pr | 
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grants} sacred and profane, in the courſe of the year 1796. This is rati- 
ned by the vote of Parliament. On this particular topic I shall say noth- 
ing further in this place, but all which I have written on this great 
subject is in the spirit of mercy, humanity, tolerance, and true Christi- 


anity, consistent with the principles of an English Protestant, and that 


rational and guarded love to my Country which I am bound, according to 
my ability, to warn, to vindicate, and to defend, 

The subjects of this poem have been from necessity various and nume- 
rous, far beyond my original conception. But a mighty and majestic 
river, in its course through a diversity of countries, not only winds and 
murmurs in the vallies, but contends and foams among rocks, and precipi- 
ces, and the confluence of torrents. Still its tendency 1s to the occan, to 
which it pays its last tribute, and is finally lost in that immensity. In 
Literature the mind resembles such a course. All its exertions may be 
turned into one grand end general direction. The mind, if well regulated, 
remembers from whence it came, and feels that all its powers and facul- 


ties are but ministerial. I think it is somewhere sxpressed in the concise 


sublimity of Plato, Hes 20 ile teams, Under the influence and 
persuasion of this great and master principal, the mind so prepared, 
whether serious, or gay, or thoughtful, or sprightly, or even fantastic in 
its humour, is still performing its proper office. Philosophy and criticism 
cannot reach some subjects, which sap the foundatien and support of well- 
being. Playfulness, ridicule, wit, and humour, are the avxiharies and 
Iight-armed forces of truth, and their power, in detachments, is equally 
felt with the main strength of the body. 

There is one description and set of men, to whom more than common 
reprehension is due, and who cannot be held up too frequently to the 
public scorn and abhorrence. I mean the modern philosophers of the 
French system. Mr. Burke has thundered upon them, and his lightning 
shone through their darkest recesses. be sudden blaze far round 
illumined Hell.” This monstrous compound of the vanity and 
weakness of the intellect, and the fury of the passions in some 
of them, this “ facinus majoris abolla, should be exposed with 
the full strength of argument and of reason, and with occasional 
ridicule, to the English nation in cvery point of view. In other 
philosophers of ' this system, there js a calmness und composure iu 
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their mental operation, more savage than the violence of the former. 
Their subject is the living man. Before them he is delivered, bound 
hand and foot. On him their experiments are to be tried; and when his 
whole composition, moral and political, is either racked, or disjointed, 
or the minuter parts of it laid bare to the eye, and the very circulation of 
the fluids, ae it were, shewn in the agonizing subject; this they savagely 
call, study ing and improving human nature by the new light. But I will 
not proceed on this subject. Great and venerable is the name and influ- 
ence of the true philosophy. The word may be disgraced for a season, 
but the love of wisdom, must always command respect. When we compare 
these modern philosophers who reject all revelation, with the philosophers 
of antiquity, and in particular those of the Stoic sect, who were ignorant 
of it, the difference, to say no more, is indeed striking. What were Socra- 
tes, and Plato, aud Epictetus, and Cicero, and Antoninus! Before such 
lights, sbining in the darkness and gloom of the heathen frmament. 


| Conditur omne 
Stellarum vulgus, ſugiunt sine nomine Signa (d) 


As J am speaking of Philosophy, I may be excused if I say a few 
words of that language, in which its power has been most conspicuous. I 
5ee no more pedantry in the knowledge and study of th Greek tongue, 
than of the French or the German. But wheu I consider that every 
zubject in philosophy, in history, in oratory, and in poetry, whatever can 
dignify or embellish human society in its most cultivated state, has there 
found the highest authors: that the principles of composition age better 
taught and more fully exemplified than in any other language; that the 


c 


Greek writers are the universal legislators in taste, criticism, and just | 7 
composition, from whom there is no appeal, and who will be found unerring 
directors; I would with a peculiar emphasis and earnes:ness request 
young men of fortune, ability, and polished education, not to cast off the 
study of the Greek writers, when they leave school, or the university. , 
A few hours devoted to this study in every week will preserve and im- 

prove their knowledge. It will animate the whole mass of their learning, 
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will give colour co their thoughts and precision to their expressions. 
There is no necessity either to quote or to speak Greek; but the constart 


d Mani. Astron. L. 1. V. 470. 
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are neither confounded nor confused. If there be in the Whole composi- 
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having admitted any such passage, or sentence, or expression. I have 


leisure. 


1 J 


perusal of the historians, philosophers, orators, and poets will be felt and 
perceived. In parliament and at the bar it would be most conspicuous. (a) 
They who are wise will gecretly attend to this recommendation, which 
must be dizinterested, and proceeds from long experience. 

In regard to the manner and the plan of this Poem on the P. of 4 
1 have something to say, but my respect to the reader prevents me from 
saying much. It aspires not to the manner or the praise of THE Duxci Ap, 
or to any thing whatsoever in common with that great performance. The 
original motive of it however, in my opinion, is as far superior in impor- 
tance and dignity, as the power and ability of the author fall short of that 
poetical excellence ,which none hereafter can hope to rival or perhaps 
to attain. | Its general subject is L17ZRA47URE however exerted, whether 
{or the benefit, or for the injury of mankind.. It has nothing of the mock 
epic. It is a dialogue; has something of a dramatic cast, and is an ex- 
cursus. The subjects follow each other and if I am not mistaken, they 


tion any passage, any sentence, or any expression, which according to 
the specific nature of the subject, can justly offend even female delicacy : 
which, from the manner of it, a gentleman would refuse to write, or a 
man of virtue to admit into his thoughts: which violates the high, and 
discriminating, and honourable, and directing principles of human conduct, 
it is to me matter of serious and of solemn regret. I am not conscious of 
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a Plutarch describes the first Marcellus, (the first of that distin- 
guished race) as a warior of experience and intrepidity, humane and 
polished in his manners, and a great lover of the Greek literature; 
the words are these: Ty te $peTiipich NOAH OS, TH Ovas Pi)owertme;* Tw 
4% Jt Aw Tpere owPpoy, Pirarlpares, E XAnvixns Treurbtices x4 Aorywy, expe 
© Ts rede xr bavpag uy Tus xatogluvrxc, fperrn;.” Plut. Vit. Marcell. 
p. 242, vol. 2, Ed. Bryan.---As we have now so many gentlemen of for- 
tune, family, education, and ability among the officers of the army and 
the militia, I wish they may read this note, and be induced to employ 
some of their vacant houss in valuable studies; and, like the great chiefs 
among the ancients, resume and vindicate the honour of learned military 
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never yet heard such an objection to my work. If it can be pointed out, 
1 will erase it with much concern and with great indignation. 

I should also give a few words to the manner of the notes which I have 
annexed, and which are so frequent and so copious. I wish not, as Boi- 
leau expresses it, to prepare tortures for any future Salmasius, () and I too 
well know my own insignificance to expect any comment on my writings, 
but from my own pen. I have made no allusions which I did not mean 
to explain. But I had something further in my intention. The notes 
are not always merely explanatory; they are (if I have been able to exe- 
cute my intention) of a structure rather peculiar to themselves. Many 
of them are of a nature between an essay and an explanatory comment. 
There is much matter in a little compass, suited to the exipency of the 
times. As they take no particular form of composition, they are not 
matter of criticism in that particular respect. I expatiated on the casual 
subject which presented itself; and when ancient or modern writers ex- 
pressed the thoughts better than I could myself, I have given the original 
languages. No man has a greater contempt for the parade of quotation 
(as such) than I have. My design is not to quote words, but to enforce 
right sentiments in the manner which I think best adapted to the pur- 
pose, after much reflection. To most of my readers those languages are 
familiar; and if any person, not particularly conversant in them, sbould 
honour the notes with a perusal, I think the force of the observations may 
be felt without attending; to the Greek or Latin, In all regular composi- 
tions I particularly dislike a mixture of languages. It is uncouth or inele- 
rant, and sometimes marks a want of power in the writer. In works of 
any dignity or consequence, it is adviseable, if a passage from any ancient 
author is quoted, to translate chat passage in the text, and put the origi- 
nal at the bottom of the page, if necessary. We have in this respect the 
authority and example of Cicero, Bishop Hurd, and Sir William Jones. 

In general, I could say all I wished in the text and comment. Some 
subjects are indeed so important, that they should be held forth to public 
light, and viewed in every point. SATIRE, in this respect, has peculiar 
force. Vice is not unfrequet.thy repressed, and folly, presumptuous igno- 
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f © Aux Saumaises futurs preparer des tortures.“ 


Boil, Sat. 9 V. 64. 


& 


rance, and conceit sometimes yield or vanish at the first attack, and ike 
the fabled spirits before the spell of the enchanter, 


Prima vel voce Canentis 
Concedunt, CARMENDUE TIMENT He SECUNDUM: g 


I again declare to the public, that neither my name, nor my $:tuation 
in life will ever be revealed, Conjectures are free and open to the world. 
Every one is at liberty to fancy cases, and make whatever comparisons he 
thinks proper. But suppositions will never amount to facts, nor wild 
conjectures have the force of argument. I pretend not te be © the sole 
{© depository of my own secret;” but where it is confided, there it will be 
preserved and locked up forever. LI have an honourable confidence in the 
tuman character, wken properly educated and rightly instructed. My 
secret will forever be preserved, I know, under every change of fortune 
or of political tenets, while honour and virtue, and religion, and friend- 
ty affection, and erudition, and the principles of a gentleman, have bind- 
ing force and authority upon minds so cultivated and so dignified. 

My Poem and all and each of the notes to it were written without 
any co-operation whatsoever. I expect the fullest assent and credit to 
this my sole mn assertion. I expect it, because I speak the truth. I have 
not been assisted by any Doctors in any faculty. If indeed I had written 
to please a particular man, a minister, a chief in opposition, a party, any 
set, or any description of men excius:vely, literary or political, there is not 
a man of understanding in the country who does not perceive that I 
Should, or rather that I must, have written in another style, thought and 
argument. Of such motives 1 profess myself nor skilled nor studious. 
My appeal is direct to my country. I know and feel the situation in 
which at this moment su stands. There is now no balance left in 
Europe. All is preparing to sink under Ong DẽSoLATING TTRANxx. 
My opinion however is, that by the mercy of Providence, and by the 
unremitted attention and labours of our constitutional statesmen, and the 
united efforts of all that are loyal, brave, opulent, powerful, or dignified, 
"WE may yet „ be able to stand Iv THIS EVIL DAY, and having done all 
* TO STAND.” Let us stand therefore, as the chosen nation of old, the 
insulatedl memorial of true Religion, and the ow asylum of balanced 


g Lucan, L. 6. v. 67. 
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Liberty. I profess myself convinced, and therefore have I written. 1 
entered into the sanctuary of the Hebrews und heard the voice of their 
prophet; „ Credidi, propter quod locutus sum: This was the voice which 
I heard, and it was a voice, as Miltou would express it, & thundering out 
« of Sion.“ Under this persuasion and conviction, 1 will say of this 
work, there is in it but one hand, and one intention, It will be idle to 
conjecture concerning the author, and more than foolish to be very inqui- 
sitive-. To my adversarics I have nothing to reply. I never will reply. 
J could with the most perfect charity sing a requiem over their deceased 
criticisms, if I were master of what Statius calls the © Exequiale sacrum, 
% carmenque minoribus umbris utile.“ (h) Those whom I wighed to 
please, I have pleased. If I have diffused any light, it is from a single 
orb, whether temperate in the horizon, or blazing in the meridian. If 1 
culminate at all, it is from the Equator. 

Thus much to silly curiosity and frivolous garrulity. But to persons 
of higher minds, and of more exalted and more generous principles, who 
have the spirit to understand, and the patience to consider, the nature 
and the labour of my work, 1 would address myself in other language, 
and with other arguments. I would declare to them, that when I con- 
sider the variety and importance and extent of the subjects, I might say 
that it was written, „though for no other cause, yet for this, that pos- 
e rerity may know, that we have not loosely through silence permitted 
„things to pass away as in a dream.” 1 would declare also to them, that 
I deliver it as A LITERARY MANIFESTO to this kingdom. in a season 
unpropitious to learning or to poetry, in a day of darkness and of thick 
gloominess, and in an hour of turbulence, of terror, and of uncertainty. 
Such persons will be satisfied, if the great cause of mankind, of regulated 
society, of religion, of government, and of good manners, is attempted to 
be maintained with strength and with the application of learning. To 
them it is a matter of very little, or rather of no moment at all by whom 
it is effected, They have scarce a transitory question to make on the 
zubject. To such understanding I willingly zubmit my composition, 
and to them 1 dedicate the work. . 


h Stat. Theb. L.. 6. v. 123. 
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I shall only add, that if they should read all the Parts of this Poein 
on the Pursuits of Literature with candour and with attention, whatever 
the connection between them, or whatever the method may be, they will 
most assuredly find «© that uniformity of thought and design, which will 
« always be found in the writings of the game person, WHEN HE WRITES 
„ SIMPLICITY AND IN EARNEST.” 
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PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 
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DIALOGUE THE FOURTH.* 


CP 


Ovzx 47v,0; 
AuPraPaywy Poloaud ty th Natta oa? 


AUTHOR. 


OH, for that sabbath's dawn ere Britain wept, 
And France before Tus Cross believ'd and slept! 
(Rest to the state, and slumber to the soul!) 

Ere yet the brooding storm was heard to roll 

In fancy's ear o'er many an Alpine rock, 

Or Europe trembled at the fated shock; 

Ere by his lake Gentva's ANGEL Stood, 


And way'd his scroll prophetic * o'er the flood, 


1 — 8 


* First printed in July 1797. + Lycophron. Cassan l. v. 3 
a It is remarkable that in Switzerland appeared THE THREE PER. 
sox s, Whose principles, doctrines, and practice, (as it Seens to me) have 
primarily and ultimately effected the great change and downfall of regal and 
6 g 
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With names (as yet unheard) and symbols drear, 


Calvin in front, and Neckar in the rear; 10 


88 » — n —— 


= 4 Ln wil , 
of all law ful. power 1 in Europe. Calvin, in religion; Rousseau, in politics; 
and Neckar by his administration. Calvin and his disciples were never 


friends to monarchy and episcopacy ; but I shall not bere contend politi- 


- cally or theologically with Bishop Horsley concerning Calvin. A poet's 


words are better for a poet. I have looked into history and, as I think, 
have fornd them true. Dryden speaks of Calvin thus, and remarkably 
enough; | 


„The last of all the litter scap'd by chance, 
« And from Geneva first infested FRANCE,” 
Hind and Panther. B. 1. v. 172. 


NoussgAu, (I speak of him only as a political writer) by the unjustifiable, 
arbitrary, and cruel proceedings against him, his writings and his person, 
in France, (where he was a stranger and to whose tribunals he was not 
amenable) was stimulated to pursue his researches into the origin and ex- 
pedience of such government, and of such oppression, which, otherwise, 


he probably never would have discussed; till he reasoned himself into 


the desperate doctrine of political equality, and gave to the world his fatal 


present, . The Social Contract.” Of this work the French, since the Re- 


volution, have never once lost sight. With them it is first and last, and 
midst, and without end in all their thoughts and public actions. Rous- 
scau is, I believe, the only man to whom they have paid an implicit and 
undeviating reverence; and, without a figure, have worshipped in the 
Pantheon of their new idolatry, like another Chemos, © the obscene dread 
& of Gallia's sons.“ -Diffærent from these, came MEckARx. With inten- 
tions, as I am still inclined to think, upright, pure and just, but with a 
mind impotent and unequal to the great work, and with principles foreigi 
to the nature of the government he was called to regulate, reform and 
conduct; a fatal stranger for France. He oppressed every subject sacred 
and civil with too much verbiage. He was sanctioned by popular pre- 
judice, and marked by aristocratical hatred; a sort of “ Arpinas Vo!sco- 
rum a monte.” He came to lay apen and disclose (and he did lay then: 
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But chief Equality's vain priest, Rousseau, 


A sage in sorrow nurs'd, and gaunt with woe, 


8 ** * tt. AM... A . 


1 n III" 
2 


— 


open to the very bottom) the mystery and iniquity of French finance and 
of French treasuries. But he brought with him to the concerns of a great 
and tottering empire, (Which perhaps might have been maintained and 
consolidated) the little mind of a provincial banker, and the vanity in- 
separable from human nature, when elevated beyond hop or expectation. 
What was the consequence? For a while indeed, , 


Hic Cimbros et summa pericula rerum 
Excipit, et sol us trepidantem protegit Urbem.“ 


But the original leaven in his political composition was popular; and that 
leavened the whole lump. We know the rest. His advice, first in the 
calling together (at all) of the States General, and afterwards in the for- 
mation and distribution of them, gave the devoted King to the scaffold, 
and the monarchy of France to irreversible dissolution. I speak this 
independently of the grand conspiracy against Christianity, regal power, 
and social order, which has been so awfully and so convincingly disclosed 
by the eloquent Abbe Barruelt, and Professor Robison ; since I first wrote 
the preceding reflectious.. For my own part when | contemplate the con- 
vulsions of Europe, and the fatal desolation which attends republican prin- 
ciples, wherever they are introduced, i cannot but rest with a momentary 
pleasure on the picture, which Plato, in his ;?maginary republic, (the only 
one I ever could bear) has drawn of a man fatigued with the view of pub- 
lic affairs, and retiring from them in the hope of tranquility. The sen- 
timents are such as the French formerly would have called, Les 
Delassemens de Pbomme $ensible.” The words are these: 


'* Taurts Favre NO, Mahwl, HoUX ae! EX,99 XA TH RUTE TIUTTOV, U(Ov er 


„ — 


* Juv. Sat. 8. v. 249. 
See Memoires pour servir a l' Histoire du Jacobimsme, par Mr. 
L'Abbe Barruel: and“ Proofs of a Conspiracy against all the Religions and 
* Governments in Europe, in the secret Meetings of Free Masons, Ulu- 
„ minati, &c. Kc.” by Professor Robizon of Edinburgh. (1797+) 
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By persecution train'd and popish zeal, 
Ripe with his wrongs to frame the dire“ appeal, 
What time bis work Thr. CiTIZEN began, 
And gave to France the social savage, Man. 
Was it for this, in Leo's fost'ring reign 


Learning uprose with tempests in her train; 


Was every gleam deceitful, every ray 
| But idle splendor from the orb of day? 26 


{if Say, were the victims marE'd from earliest time, 


The Flamens conscious of a nation's crime? 


. Why smoak'd the altars with the new perfume, 


| If heav'n's own fire descends but to consume ? 

| Alas, proud Gallia's fabric to the ground 

0 What arm shall level, or what might confound! 

1 Oh for that hand, which o'er the walls of Troy 
| | His lightning brandish'd with a furious joy, 

OO 6 « 
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| 
Plato de Repub. L. 6. p. 496, Op. vol. 2. Ed. Serran:. 


b „ Le Contrat Social, par J. J. Rousseau, CIT OoYEN de Geneve. 

{ | c It certainly would be convenient (if we can for a moment trifle with 
i | | such a subject as the present French war) to march to Faris, (and {ike 
« another ¶ Bryant) fire another Troy,” See * a Dissertation concerning 


1 


*} 
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Her state, her arms, her fleets, her very name 


Gave, as in mock'ry, to poetic fame, 30 


©« the War of Troy, and the Expedition of the Grecians, as described by 
« Homer; sbewing, that no such expedition was undertaken, and that 
« no such city of Phrygia existed.“ Puolished in 1796, but there is no 
date to the title page. I find it difficult to give an opinion on this inge- 
nious treatise. Whatever comes from the author of“ The Analysis of 
« ancient Mythology,” should be treated with very great respect. His 
character is* venerable, and his erudition, as I think, without an equal. Of 
all subjects, I should have thou;zht this subject was one, on which an inqui- 
ry might have been instituted without offence. Yet this has not. been the 
case. The offence has been considered as deep and wide, and the influence 
of the principle, in some respects, dangerous and alarming. The faith of 
history has been represented as attacked in its strongest fortress, and even 
the sacred writings, as matter of historical faith, implicated in the discus- 
sion. Some persons have even declared that Mr. Bryant had no right to 
touch the subject. That nothing can be more contrary to reason than 
to suppose, that the existence of a city, and a war, of which we have read 
with delight from our boyish days, could be called in question. That 
their pleasure is snatched from them; and such a poem, without an histo- 
rical fact for a basis, cannot be interesting. They allow the amplification 
ol poetry, and its embellisbments, and even the anachronigms of Homer. 
But Troy did exist, and the Grecians did once besiege it, and Hector, 
Achilles, Agamemnon, and Diomede were as real heroes, as the Archduke 
Charles, Buonaparte, Lord Cornwallis, or Tippoo Saib in modern wars. 
I really should smile at many of these objections, if they did not fre- 
quently come from persous of consequence and of learning. Most cer- 
tainly however I will quarrel with no man “ about Sir Archey's great 
* Grandmother.” They who are acquainted with the science and subject 


— ä —— 
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* See Mr. Bryant's character delineated in the Pursuits of Literature, 
Dialogue 2, v. 189, &c. 


8 WW 
And with the fire of Philip's son, unfurl'd 
His classic standard o'er a wond'ring world, 
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of probabilities will best decide the question for themselves, and I will not 
intrude my judgment. It is a question of probability, and not of proof. 
For my own part, I am equally pleased with a poem founded on the meta- 
morphosis of Apuleius or on any modern fiction, if all the essential and 
integral parts of a poem are preserved; if the characters, manners, and 
actions are human, and consistent with the supposed situations of the per- 
sonuges. This to me is sufficient; and perhaps poetry, as such, may be a 
gainer by Mr. Bryant's interpretation. I rather hail the omen in these 
times of poetical sterility. But nothing can be further from the dignity 
of Mr. Bryant's character, than the imputation of having attacked the 
faith and credibility of ancient, or of any, History. It is scarcely entitled 
to notice. What was Troy? with what part of history is it connected? 
Is not the Trojan war an insulated solitary fact? If it were done away, 
is any historical event whatever made to fall with it? When it is stated 
that four hundred and thirty ships (no matter of what size) were employed 
by the Grecians in the Trojan war in the twelfth century, and only eighty- 
nine in the Peloponnesian war in the fifth century before Christ, is this 
matter of serious history? Is not the whole allowed to pass even the bounds 
of any probability, but that of a poet? 1 remember hearing a gentlemau 
state similar questions to these with much earnestness and apparent con- 
viction, but without warmth. He seemed to understand somethiug of 
the subject; and though I conceived some points were pressed indiscreetly 
and unnecessarily by Mr. Bryant, I replied that I thought nearly as he 
did, and I said with the most good-natured Emroxy of the Academics, 
% Almost thou persuadest me to be a Bryantian.”...l think they who are 
the strongest in opposition to Mr. Bryant, if they were even Inquisitors,* 
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I am sure Gilbert Wakefield is even more than an Inquisitor in all his 
principles literary, civil, and religious. See his indecent letter to Mr. 
Bryant on the war of Troy. But above all, see his letter to Mr. Wilber- 
force. The Secretary to the Duke of Alva under Philip II. or the public 


0 239 J 


Till « Homer's sprite did tremble all for grief, 
« And curs'd th' access of that celestial thief.” © 
Oh, for a Bryant's hand! 


OCTAVIUS. 


Methinks you smile, 
And fain would land me on the wand'ring isle, 
Where the learn'd drain Acrasia's foaming bow], 
Till round tbe sun their heads with Gebelin's © roll; 


_ K — 
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and could force him to hold a lighted torch in his hand, and make a 
retraction of his errors, and the amende honorable in the Eglise ds notre 
Dame de CYtt1E Mere de tous les Dieux Patens, would be contented 
with the Catholic form of words; « Questi erano gli scherzi d'una penna 
poetica, non gli sentimenti d'un animo catolico!” Tet considering all 
that I have heard, and the quarter from which it came, Curius quid sentit, 
et 4280 Scipiade, and the insignificance of the question itself, but as 2 
matter of amusement; though in common with many others, I should have 
lost much individual gratification and instruction, yet I wish this Diaser- 
tion on the war of Troy bad never been written at all. 

d Two lines from Sir Walter Raleigh's Sonnet, prefixcd to Spenser's 
Fairy Queen. | 

e Gebelin.— If many persons in the learned world have thought Mr. 
Bryant unadviged in the discussion of the war of Troy in the twelfth 
century A. C. what must we say to Mr. Court de Gebelin, who has actually 
endeavoured to reason us into d belief, that, the Founders of the Roman 


RB 
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Aceuser of the Revolutionary Tribunal, under Roberspierre, never exhibi- 
ted such à paper. There is no deceit in Gilbert Wakefield: He is juat 
hat he Seems. It is plain to See bat he expects, and why he writes. 
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Nor heed the pause of Douglas, Wakefield's rage, 
Nor Hallam s trembling for the sacred page, 40 


State RomvLivs and Remus, were only allegorical personages, and were 
in reality representatives of the sun and worshiped as such. Mr. Gebelin 
is a man of the most various erudition, and if he were as well known as 
Mr. Bryant, his attempt would have been noticed. But few people 
perhaps have had the curiosity to look into nine volumes in 4to of the 


„Monde Primitif analysé et compare avec le Monde Moderne par M. 


“Court de Gebelin.” It may be entertaining to some persons, if I give a 
few particulars of this singular question. The Fourth volume of Mr. 
Gebelin's work consists of the © Histoire Religieux du Calendrier, ou des 
Fetes Anciennes.“ The fifth Chapter of the second Book (Vol. 4) is the 
% Histoire des Gemeaux Romains Romulus et Remus.” Mr. G. says. 
Les Romans, eurent aussi leurs Allegories sur le double Soleil successif 
« de l'année; ils Pappliquerent & leur Remus et Romulus. Les noms sont 
& allegortiques, et tous relatiſs a Pannee.” p. 264. Remus it seems, signified 


' THE SUN in the winter, and Romulus in the summer! By an easy proof, 


he says, „ Ils en firent la fete des Lemures pour Kemures, KC. p. 263. 
In the sixth chapter of the same book, we read: Nous avons v# dans le 
chapitre precedent, que ROMULUS etvit LE SOLEIL; que tout le prouvoit. 
— And what is the proof? Truly this; © Le nom de sa mere, celui de 
son pere, son frere, la mert de son frere ( Remus, son propre nom, &c. &c. 
Q. E. D. Mr. Gebelin has not yet done, nor is Mr. Gebelin yet satis- 
hed. He next converts, by means of his solar microscope, Romulus into 
Hercules! But hear his words. Ce qu'exprimoient à cet tgard les 
* Grecs par l' Apotheose d' Hercule, les Romains Vexprimerent par l' Apo- 


« theose de Romulus.“ But when he speaks of Quirinus, another name 


of Romulus, the force of art and of proof can go no further. Hear him 
again. ©* Duzrinus (nom de Romulus) la traduction literale de Melcartbe, 
« on Melicerte, que portoit Hercule chez les Tyriens, 'EST. UNE AUTRE 
„EU E, qu'on regardoit ROMULUS comme LE SOLEIL.” p. 2691111! 


I cannot help observing that in this same 4th vol. p. 422, Mr. Gebelin 
informs us that, “ Sur le 18 Fevrier on celEbroit la Fete de Romulus, and 
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Nor Gillies “ crying, what shall we peruse? 
What is my work? mere records of the Muse; 
And lo! by Buonaparte's iron pen, 

The tale of Rome may be Troy's tale again. 


AUTHOR. 


No; other thoughts my lab'ring soul employ, 
That springs anew to long. forgotten joy; 


— _—_— 
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{« at the same time, (rather inauspiciously to be sure) on cElEbroit 2. 
© FETE DES FOUX.” I suppose on the celebration of 1.4 FETE Des Foux, 
cards of invitation were sent round by the Pontifex Maximus to the Anti- 
queries of those days, and I really think, if Mr. Gebelin had been pro- 
duced at that'time, he would not have been without his card, with a few 
others, to be distributed among bis friends. Indeed these deliramenta 
doctrinæ are sometimes amusing, but in teality they are rather a subject 
of serious regret from their consequences on the public mind. There is 
no end to the absurdities from this source, when we resolve all ancient 
persons and events into allegories and Egyptian mysteries; till as we have 
just seen, RomMULUs AND REMUS, the Founders of the Roman Empire, 
become (according to Monsieur Gebelin's Order of Firing, after a grand 
Escobetterie, or volley, of Serpents and Stars) transformed into Roman 


Soxs; Remus in the Winter, and Romulus in the Summer See the 


proofs above. : 

Ff The Rt. Rev. Dr. Joux DovcLas, the present Bishop of Salisbury, 
(1797.) Author of the Criterion, and of other acute pieces of reasoning, 
which will be long remembered and admired. 

g Dr. Hallam, the present Dean of Bristol. (1797. 
h Author of a History of Greece. 
i The tremendous conquests of Buonaparte in Italy and in Germany 
remind us too much of the words of the Roman Historian, “ S CapTivos 
Hh 
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I range in Fancy's consecrated round, 
And meet the poet on a poet's ground, 
Nor seek historic truth of time and place, 
But truth of manners, character and grace. 50 
The Bards who once the wreaths of glory wore, 
Cloth'd in translucent veil their wondrous lore: 
The tales they sung a willing age believ'd, 
Charm'd into truth, and without guile deceiv'd. 
Where'er they rov'd, young Fancy and the Muse 
Wav'd high their mirror of a thousand hues; 
They gaz'd; and as in varying guise pourtray'd 
Acreal phantoms hov'ring round them play'd, 
Gave to each fleeting form, that shot along, 
Existence everlasting as their song; 60 
And as by nature's strength the tablet grew, 
Rapture the pencil guided as they drew. 


OCTAVIUS. 


Nay, now you soar indeed; another flight, 
And the wing'd courser bears you from my sight 


You're strangely mov'd. 


„ 


— — 
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aspiceres, Molossti, Thessali, Macedones Bruttius, Apulius; Si POMPAS, 


aurum, purpurz, signa, tabulæ, Tarentinæque deliciz.” Flor. Lib. . C. 18. 
(1797+) 


1 . 


AUTHOR. 


The matter is my own ; 
never shar'd the profits of the gown, 

Nor yet, with Horace and myself at war, 

For rhyme and victuals * left the starving Bar; 

I never lov'd Dean Dewlap's vacant looks, 

Or purchas'd empty praise from empty books; 70 
I leave at sales the undisputed reign 


To milk-white ' Gosset, and Lord © Spencer's train, 


h This was lately done by William Boscawen, Esquire, an Etonian, 
rst a Barrister at Law, now a Commissioner of the Victualling Office, and 
(by an easy transition) Translator of Horace, Negatas artifex $equ: 

voccs. (Pers. Prol.) In this revision of my work, I have no more space 
to allot to Mr. Boscawen or his rhymes. It is the fate of some inen to 
describe the history of an art, without making any progress in it them- 
zelves, to write verses without inspiration, and satirical poems without 
*atire. But what said Boileau? 


« Attaquer Chapelain? ah! c'est un si bon homme: 

“Il est vrai, s'il m'eut crfl, qu'il n'eut point fait des vers. 
&« Il ge tued rimer. Quen'ecrit il en prose? 

« * Voila ce que l'on dit. Et gue dis je autre chose? 


1 Not a bookseller of reputation in London, Payne, Edwards, White, 
Robson, Egerton, Faulder, &c. &c. is unacquainted with Dr. Gosset's 
* milk-white vellum books,” when he wishes to make an exchange. The 
Revetend little Bibliopolisb Dr. Gosset is President at all Book-salcs in the 
metropolis, and he certainly is a good scholar. I believe the auctioneer 


* Boileau Sat. . 
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No German nonsense sways my English heart, 
Unus'd at ghosts and rattling bones to start: 
I never chose, in various nature strong, 
Logic for verse, or history for song; 

But at the magic of Torquato's strain, 
Disarm'd and captive in Armida's chain, 


—_— — — * — 
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always waits for his entrance, as the Sealer of the H. of C. waits for 
Mr. Pitt, before public business begins. He is Inquisitor General of all 
editions, from the Editio Princeps of the Florence Homer, down to the 
last edition of Ignoramus. Doctor Gosset's priced catalogues in his own 
hand are said to be in an uninterrupted series, except one. They are also 
said to be equal in use and value to“ The curious collection, in regular 
« and undoubted succession of all the Tickets of the Islington Turnpike 
& from its first institution to the 20th of May inclusive,“ recorded among 
the presents made to the Antiquarian Society, when Sir Matthew Mite 
was admitted Fellow. (Foote's Nabob, Act 2.) I believe (but see the 
Society's Archælogia for the record) that it took place before the Rever 
end Mr. Brand was the reading Secretary, or the Earl of Leicester the 
eloquent PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES» N. B. 
No person is now obliged to make an inauguration speech, when he is 
admitted Fellow of the Antiquarian Society. The noble President 
observed in one of bis spceches, that the custom ceased and determined a! 
Sir Matthew Mite's election, as appeared by the record, copied by Mr. 
Foote and inserted in his Nabob.— Ego si R151, lividus et mordax videar 7 
The little Doctor, I think will be the first to smile himself. He should 
know the value of time, and 1s an ingenious, learned, sensible, and cheer- 
ful man. | 

k The Right Honourable Earl Spencer, the munificent, and I may 
add, the learned, sensible, and very intelligent collector of every valuable 
work in literature. I record with pleasure his © Palatine Apollo,” tha! 
munus Apolline dignum ! 
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To Godfrey's pomp Rinaldo still prefer, 

Nor care if ranting Wakefield!“ thinks I err. 80 
To Hurd, not! Parr, my Muse submits her lays, 
Pleas'd with advice, without a lust for praise, 
Fond to correct, but never to defend, 

And him who marks her errors, deems her frierd; 
With patriot aim and no irreverent rage, 

Without one stain of party on the page, 

From Grecian springs her strength, her artsshedraws, 
Firm in her trust, ennobled in her cause; 

Her moral none, the verse some few disdain, 
Vet not a note she sounds shall sound in vain, 90 
While Bryant " in applause with Baker joins, 
Gifford o approves, and Storer “ loves the lines: 


* — 
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kk Gilbert Wakeſfield.— We give vp (but with great reluctance) 


Virgil, Horace, and Lucretius to his torturing hours, but we will not give 
up the Constitution of England, sacred or civil. CrrTticus adsuetus 
* urere, secare, inclementer omnis generis libros tractare, apices, syllabas, 
& voces, dictiones confodere, et stylo exigere, non continebit iste ab 
« integro (REPUBLICE NOSTRA,) statu crudeles ungues?“ &c. &c. Orat, 
Petri Burmanni Lugd. Bat. (I a.) 4 

See my account of Dr. Varr's style and writings. P. of L. Dia- 
logue III. kc. with the notes. When the reader has considered the 
whole, perhaps he may be inclined to say with the comic poet of Athens, 


Hriàe To wirye. KOMITOAAKYOOT meow! 
Aristoph. Acharn. Sub fin. 
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Though still, a stranger in the sacred clime, 


Some say, Ilove not poetry, but rhyme. 
Offspring of other times, ye visions old! 

Legends, no more by gentle hands unroll'd, 

Magnanimous deceits ! where favour'd youth 

Finds short repose from formidable truth! 

Oh witness if, e'er silent in your praise, 

I've pass d in vice or sloth inglorious days, 10!) 

But rais'd for you my firm unalter'd voice, 

Fancy my guide, and solitude my choice. 
Though now no Syren voice be heard, no strain 

Ascend from Pindus, 1 or Arcadia's plain; 


ä _ — 4. * pry 
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m Jacob Bryant, Esq. Author of the Analysis of Ancient Mytho: 
logy, &c. &c. &c. See his character in the Second Dialogue of the P. o. 
L. to which I refer. 

n Sir George Baker, Bart, Physician to the King, a Gentleman 
deep and extensive classical knowledge. His compositions are written ir 
the purest Latinity, wortby of an Etonian. His situation in life sufficient! 
declares his professional talents. 

o William Gifford, Esq. Author of the Baviad and the Mzviad. 

p Anthony Storer, Esq. a Gentleman of fortune and fashion, talents 
and accomplishments. He was educated at Eton and Cambridge. iis 
attainments in literature are various and considerable; and few men has! 
a nicer skill in the principles of just and legitimate composition than Mr. 
Storer. He has read QulxTILIAN with effect, (Mr. Storer will unden. 
stand me perfectly) and he has drawn bis knowledge and judgment f 
the best writers, and critics of antiquity and of modern times. 


1 


No Graces round th' Olympian throne of Jove 

Bid the nine virgins raise the chaunt of love. 

The harp of Taliessin*® lies unstrung, 

Close by the loom, where Death's dread sisters sung; 
| | Untelt each charm of Odin's magic tree. 

With many an uncouth Ruric * phantasy, 110 
The symbol deep, and consecrated rhyme, 

Trac'd with due reverence in the northern clime. 


Though now no temper'd lance, no magic brand, 


Vo Durindana waves o'er fabled land; 


No nightly-rounding Ariel floats unseen, 


Or flames amazement ober the desert green; 


— — — * 


q I mean by these and several following lines to observe, that the 
Hagan Fable is now exhausted, and the specious miracles of Gothic Ro- 
mance have never of late years produced a poet. Perhaps the latter were 
more adapted to true poetry than the pagan inventions. Witness the 
zublimer productions of modern Italy. | 

r A year or two ago proposals were offered by Mr. Owen to publish 
the works of the Bard Taliessin, but no encouragement could be obtained. 
uch is the time. | 

s Mr, Mathias, (the Author of the Essay on the Evidence, &c, on 
the long-disputed subject of the poems ascribed to Rowley in the 15th 
century, and which I mentioned in a note to the First Dialogue of the P. 
of L.) several years ago attempted to excite the curiosity of the public to 
the remains of northern antiquity, by a lyrical imitation of some Runtc 
iragmentss I wish the example had been followed. 

t The sword of Orlando. 
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No wizards hold, some blasted pine beneath, 
Their horrid sabbath on the darken'd heath; 
Say, are the days of blest delusion fled? 
Must fiction rear no more her languid head? 120 
No more the Muse her long: lost transports know, 
Nor trace the fount whence living waters flow ? 
Awake, ye slumb'ring Rulers of the song! 

Each in your solemn orders pass along ; 

In sacred radiance o'er your mountain old 

Yet once again your dignities unfold, 

And fill the space; your scepter'd glories claim, 
And vindicate the great Pierian name. 


OCTAVIUS. p c 


Are these a poet's only themes? J fear, ; 
No verse like this will find a patient ear. 150 


| AUTHOR. 


| Hear yet awhile :—the dread resistless pow'r, 
| That works deep-felt at inspiration's hour, 
He claims alone— 
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OCTAVIUS. 
Who claims? 
AUTHOR. 


The favour'd Bar, u 
Who nobly conscious of his just reward, 


u I mean here to give a character of the Poet, as such, aud of the 
sources whence the art itself is drawn. I would wish to express generally, 
what Proclus (in one of hi: dissertations on the Heamrua of Plato Ed. fol. 
Basil. 1534, p. 430% would call with a sublime dignity, the“ Hara, 
© Iloinrixng tv dias hemnuoun,” when the poet exerts his highest faculties, 
or (in the language of Proclus in the same place) “ Oray wf2riaQwy, R 
'" T&is Me0u%44 X&T0x,04 #®v, xarz% HN IIPQTHN vi K AI ENQEON 
„% NOIHTIKHN.---A selection of various chapters from this work of Pro- 
clus on the Her of Plato, which relate to poetry, might be made, 
and published by some ingenious scholar. They would be perfectly new 
and original to most persons. I know not (better Greek scholars than 1 
may know) whether at present there is any edition at all, but that print- 
ed at Basil, in Greek, without any Latin translation. They exhibit what 
this philosopher of genius terms, the © Tu r Haarer PETITE AAA Y 
l ee, K. οννννν 1 e, x fig AAG dier pb e tu ru N07 
i. (page 401 in the chapter on the Tye; st Th; Ileinriunc .) 
Philosophers like these, Apollo and all his choir were once supposed to 
address in strains, which few scholars will hear without delight. They 
are to be found in the life of Plotinus, the Platonic, which was written 


with some eloquence (at least Politian thought so) by his disciple Por- 
phyrius:“ 


——— 
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* Plotini Vita. In mine. edit. Oper. Plotiu. Ficini Bagile# abxxC- 
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With loftier soul, and undecaying might, 
Paints what he feels in characters of light. 


—_— — 2 — 


nige Mucas guvny ex& ynpurartas, 

aue p, 14,4401 TRYGpMOVIewT T Epwett;, 
Olo 877 An er X,6p0v txAnitay 
AbavaToav Hang, ounpeuaict T' 2049245 . 
ANA vs Muoawy (ipos Xopoc anvawuty, 
Eig iv wertlos; 4e. Ins TEpMATHR νντν: 


THis XA i Kirraioiy EN Dot; Cabuy,amys | 


I would also present the following passage, from a great Roman Mas- 
ter, to every rising youth of genius in this kingdom. If I could per- 
cerve his countenance brightening as he reads, and the powers of his sou 
kindling into fancied or anticipated emulation, IJ should say to him, a- 
Herodotus once said to the Father of Thucydides, when he perceived th: 
tear of enthusiasm falling from the boy at his recital of“ the Expeditior 
«of Xerxes against the general Liberty of Greece.” The scene was the 
Olympic games, Herodotus before his country, and Thucydides 
auditor. Can I rouse the attention yet more? at such a moment h 
pronounced these words: Of » Þvo4; T8 vis on po; eebhnpara.”'t Let 
some future Poet, who now perceives in himself, what Statius calls th 


« eruda Exordia magnz Indolis, hear and perpend. 


Legere si desideras, 
Vaces oportet, Eutyche, a negotiis, 
{Jt liber animus $entiat vim carminis. 
Ego, quem Pierio mater enixa esc jugo 3 
In quo tonanti. sancta Mnemosyne Jovi, 
Fecunda novies, artivm peperit chorum ; 
Duamvis in iþsd pene natus sim 5hcold, 
Curamgue habendi penitus corde eraserim, 
Et laude invitã in banc vitam incubuer iin, 
Fastidiosè tamen in cœtum recipiore 
Rem me professum dicet aliquis gravem: 


8 


+ Marcellini Vit. Thucyd. p. 8. Thucyd. Edit. Huds. Oxon. 
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He turns: and instantaneous all around 

Cliffs whiten, waters murmur, voices sound, 
Portentous forms in heav'n's atrial hall 

Appear, as at some great supernal call. 140 
Thence oft in thought his steps ideal * haste 

To rocks and groves, the wilderness or waste; 


* — 


Sed literatæ cum sim propior Græciæ, 
Cur somno inerti deseram Patria decus!“ 


I never read this transcendent strain of genius, without feeling even 
my own mind filled for a space, with all the fulness of the Poet; 


Neque enim Aonium nemus Advena lustro, 
Nec mea nunc primis albescunt tempora vittis.“ 


* I speak of the effect of local situation on the mind of the poet. 
But if any man of genius, fancy, and learning, in the vigour and noon-day 
of his life and faculties should, from some circumstances forever to be 
regretted, be unfortunately deprived of the power of visiting these great 
and awful scenes of nature, and the monuments of ancient art; an 
imagination bold and fervid may, in some degree, supply that want by 
recourse to the most finished representations of them by the more zublime 
painters and artists. Stuart, Wood, and Piranesi may raise ideas worthy 
of the Poet, and pour upon his fancy all the ancient dignity of Athens, of 
Palmyra, and of Rome. Alas! these scenes are closed forever. Non 
Ego sum vates, sed prisci conscius zvi !l cannot but present my reader 
with the form of an Oath on such a subject, from the last classical Poet 
under the expiring monarchy of France, the Famous Delisle. J am 
as ready on this subject, as himself to swear at the high alter of the 
Muses : 

Helas! je nai point vi ce s6jour enchanté; 
Ces beaux lieux ou Virgile a tant de fois chante, 


— — 2 —— 


® Stat. Achill. 13 15 V. IO. 
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Prostrate great Nature's present Gop ador'd 150 
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To plains, where 'Tadmor's ” regal ruins lie 


UN 


In Desolation's sullen majesty ; 

Or where Carthusian * towr's the pilgrim draw, 
And bow the soul with unresisted awe, 

Whence Bruno; from the mountain's pine-clad brow, 
Survey'd the world's inglorious toil below ; 
Then, as down ragged cliffs the torrent roar'd, 


And bade, in solitude's extremest bourn, 
Religion hallow the severe sojourn. 

To uu the Painter gives his pencil's might; 
No gloom too dreadful and no blaze too bright, 
What time to mortal ken he dares unveil 


Tux inexpressive roku“ in semblance frail. 


Mais jen JURE et Virgile et ses accords sublimes, 
Virai: de VApennin je franchirai les cimes, 
J'irai, plein de son nom, plein de ces vers sacrés, 


es lire aux memes lieux qui les ont inspirés. 


Les Jardins L. 


y *“ He built Tadmor in the Wilderness. Chron. B. 2. ch. 8. v. 3. | 
It is ur that Mr. Wood observes, that the natives, at this day, = | 
call Palmyra by the original appellation of Tadmor. B 
z The famous monastery, gallen « The Grande Chartreuse.“ Th 
retirement of Saint Bruno. 
a The pictures of the Supreme Being by Raphael and Micha 
Angelo. There is one picture of THE SUPREME BEING seperating et 
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1 To the strain'd view presents the yawning tomb, 
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G:1bstantial horrors, and eternal doom. 
To ni the Pow'rs of harmony“ resort, 
And as the Bard, with high commanding port, 160 
8 Scans all th' ethereal wilderness around, 


Pour on his ear the thrilling stream of sound; 


— „* 1 „ 


Strains, from that tull-strung chord at distance swell, 
Notes, breathing soft from music's inmost cell, 
While to their numerous pause, or accent deep, 
His choral passions dread accordance keep. 


Thence musing, lo he bends his weary eyes 


— OCT URS > — 2 


On life and all its sad realities; 

Marks how the prospect darkens in the rear, 169 

Shade blends with shade, and fear succeeds to fear, 

Mid forms that rise, and flutter through the gloom, 

Till Death unbar the cold sepulchral room. 
Such is the Poet: bold, without confine, 


Imagination's * charter'd libertine!“ © 


——_—— . 


1ght from the darkness, in the Vault of the Capella Sestina in Rome, by | 
Michael Angelo which, I believe, has never been engraved. Mr. Fuceli, ; 
[ think, said $0 when I inquired about it. 1 allude also to the picture of 
mit Last Judgment, by che same Master. 1 
b The powers of Music on the mind of the Poet. 
c The air, @ chartered libertine, is still.“ Shakspeare, H. V. 
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He scorns, in apathy, to float or dream Fr 
On listless Satisfaction's torpid stream, O1 
But dares aront in vent'rous bark to ride A. 
Down turbulent Delight's tempestuous tide; H 
While tho'ts encount'ring tho'ts in conflict fierce = © 
Tumultuous rush, and labour into verse, 180 f W 1 
Then, as the swelling numbers round him roll, ; By 
Stamps on th' immortal page the visions of the soul. 7 F. 
OCTAVIUS. = 

nt 


Nay, if you feed on this cœlestial strain, 
You may with gods hold converse, not with men: 
Sooner the people's right shall Horsley “ teach, 
In jadgment delicate, with prudence preach, 
And o'er his bosom broad forget to spread 


Bath's dangling pride, and ribband rosy-red ; * 


— Ä— TU "I" addin Ad. dt 2 


d I allude to Bishop Horsley's intemperate and unadvised speeches i; 
Parliament. An injudicious friend is worse than an enemy. I believe 
Mr. Pitt thinks s0.—Inconsiderate sentences uttered publicly by membe:- 
of either House are very dangerous, and do much harm. The dogma i» 
remembered, and the comment is forgotten. Bishop Horsley and Mr. 
Wyndham (both men of great natural and acquired vas should br 
more attentive in this particular. 

e Bishop Horsley is Dean of the Order of the Bath, and is a bold 
rival to the late learned knight, Sir William Draper, in making 7 
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Friend of the Church the pious Grafton * prove; 
Or Sutton & cease to claim the public love, 190 
And e'er forego, from dignity of place, 

His polish'd mind and reconciling grace; 

Or Yorke, * regardless of his sacred trust, 

To unobtrusive merit be unjust; 

Porteous, the royal prelate, firm to truth, 


Forget the primal patron of his youth; 


— 


« bjusbing ribband the perpetual ornament of bis person. See Junius, in 
his third Letter, and Bishop Horsley every where. 

f See the Duke's H:nts.---Rather broad. 

g The Right Reverend Charles Manners Sutton, Bishop of Nor- 
wich. A Prelate whose amiable demeanour, uzeful learning, and con- 
cillating habits of life, particularly recommend bis episcopal character. 
No man appears to me so peculiarly marked out for TUE HIGHEST DIG- 
Vir of the church, sede vacante, as Dr. SUTTON. July 1797. 

h The Right Reverend James Yorke, D. D. Bishop of Ely. The vol- 
untary unsolicited offer of the Mastership of Jesus College in Cambridge, 
to the Reverend Dr. Paley, so well known ia the literary and ecclesiastical 
world, deserves to be publicly mentioned as an instance, almost solitary, 
of generous Iberal discernment in the important collation of academical 
dignity. The University regrets the absence of Dr. Paley, one of the 
ablest instructors she ever could boast; aud Bishop Yorke must be record- 
ed as one of « the friends of learning.” It is no mean honour to associate 
the name of Paley with that of Yorke, © Et mee, si aid loquar audien- 
dum, voc is accedet bona pars.” Nov. 1795. 

i The Right Reverend Beilby Porteous, Bishop of London. Zee 
the Dedication of his Sermons, I think him right in recording his eleva- 


tion as the immediate voluntary gift of RoyaL. and not of ministerial, 
favor. 


: 
, 


432 7 „ — = 


. 


e 
* 2 * 


\ 


256 J 


Moore to his synod call of unction full; 


Or Barrington be meek; or Watson dull. 


Sooner Stentorian * Davies cease to talk, 


And for bis Eton quit his Bond-street walk; 200 


— 


Sic geminas vagine in fronte solebat 
Ponere zelotypo Juvzxis PRALATUS Hiarbæ! 


The choice was approved unanimously by the country, and justified b, 
his own merits and conduct. But I admire still more Dr. Porteous“ 
affectionate, grateful, and elegant tribute to the memory of his venerable 
patron, ARCHBISHOP SECKER,* a name never to be uttered but wit! 
reverence, as the great exemplar of metropolitan strictness, erudition, 


and dignity.---The union of sun patrons must forever mark the charac- 


ter of Bishop Porteous. (1798.) 

k The Rev. Jonathan Davies, D. D. Provost of Eton College; 
learned pleasant, generous, open-hearted, good tempered man, but in 
conversation rather too much of a Stentor, who is declared by Homer to 
have had a voice equal to fifty other men. The Epithets of Homer arc 
all siguificant, and I therefore give the lines. 


- 


Triyrepi $19 petv0g EY nANT SE ,aA%tioPwva 
Os ro av3arecry OEONAAAOT TIENTHKONTA. 


Mr. ProvosT has an invincible partiality for the charms of Londos 
whenever his duty does not oblige him to be at his Lodge. The reasc, 
is simple. The air at Eton now and then bites shrewdly, &c, &c. & 

Extract from a MS. found in Long Chamber at Eton; the han! 
writing conjectured to be by Dr. HxATH the Head Master, and one ©: 
the Assistants. It was found on one of Mrs. HREATH's Ball nights du 
ring Lent, given to the Lautirum Puerio for the advantage and credit © 
the School. (Nov. 1797.) 


Vicings alli Veneres, Charitumque choreas 
Carmine concelebrent nos Feri dogma Severum, 
Triste sonant pulse nostrd testudine chorde. 


* See his Life, just re-published, with a proper attention to the time. 


** 
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Sumner! drink deep of the Castalian spring; 


_ _— P72 x ——- oo 
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Ero Schoot, like many great and other useful public Shools, stands 
in need of many new and strong regulations, which the interests of this 
kingdom, in common with the demands of the time, call for with a 
voice not to be disregarded by the masters and governors. Perhaps the 
very existence of the kingdom, in its present constitution, depends 
upon the undeviating compliance with the present form and mode of 
classical (and 1 hope of religiong)Wtruction, <0 lo o wizely 
established in our public schools. If we desert and abandöffet the prin- 
ciples and strength of THE Ex,, α ert for zehse tie 
solid learning, and saund understanding will fall, to rise re. "We 


N 


shall be destroyed, over-run, or disgraced with National Institute 


morality, French learning, and French jargon, political and metaphysical, 


* * 
of © | 
WW <4 


No illustration can purify us any more. 
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This is a subject which should be considered by every Father and 
Guardian of young Persons in this country, with the most impressive 
zeriousness. Undoubtedly the expense attending an education at any 
great public school, (I speak not only of Eton) is now felt iu such a man- 
ner, as 1 fear it will be difficult for Parents long to supply, or to continue. 
Whence does it arise? Is there a remedy, in part? I think there is. 
Jo my certain knowledge, the expenses of any public school, as such 
are increased but in a small and in a very reasonable,proportion to the 
exigencies of the times. Mode, fashion, custom, vanity; and inconsider - 
«teness occasion the chief causes of complaint. Fathionable private 
tuition is indeed now as expensive or rather more so in some cases. | 
would first propose, that no master or instructor in any of our public 
schools, should be suffered to keep a Boarding House, or have boys 
to board with him. The character of the De lodice parandd attonitus 
* Doctor,” should be done away, and the custom wholly abolished. Al! 


* Callim. Hymn. ad Apoll. 
K k 


ou i = 20” . 


"Eons ©. 


11 
Or Longtord leave off preaching to the King; 


— — — — — — 


Boys, of every description and rank, sbould board at the general Board- 
ing Houses as established, the expenses of which are liberal, unvarying 
and regulated. From such an equality of education nothing is to be 
apprehended. The next question may be this; Is there a necessity fo; 
# Boy to have a Tutor in any public school? Why must he have one 

It is perhaps a source of unnecessary expense (and sometimes of trafh.) 
and which is still worse, it promotes negligence and idleness in boys, a: 
prevents their reliance on their own taculties and indispensable applicatio 
Thirdly, I am confident that by attention and superintendance on the p 
of the parents or guardians, the expense of bills might be consideral-', 
lessened. In regard to books in particular. For want of precaution, 
there is often no limit in the elegance of the editions or of the binding. 
School-books are never costly. This is a single instance; but on such an. 
similar instances I cannot condescend to expatiate. I would be uset:!. 
and therefore not tedious. 

The greatest, most serious, and most alarming cause is behind, ove: 
which the masters can have no control. It is this. Private or poche 
money given with a heedless, wanton, and inconsiderate profusion u. 
known in former times. We are told in the liberal spirit of the day, t. 
all boys must be gentlemen; that they must act as other boys, and av 
no te mętution to be mean. Suppose this granted. How is this enormou« 
expense to be supplied? By the argument, it is no part of the unavoidav!'r 
expenec of education. But a boy's purse, it seems, should be always fol! 
that---T hat what? that He may be under no temptation to be mean. (uv 


we be now ignorant what is the sense affixed to meanness by a mo 


pampered boy? Well then: he bas no temptation to be mean. But. 
from a full purse, has he no temptation to be wicked? no temptation 
de idle and negligent? A horse, perhaps I may be told, is sometimcs 
allowable. Why? that he may attend races, I suppose, or be in tow! 
now and then, perhaps for a whole night. His purse must be full. W. 
that he may go to the tavern, drink his bottle like a gentleman, and 0 


and then slink to the gaming table, and become a man of honour in god 


tne. Liquors are rebellious in the blood, and then, as the purse is fu!!, 
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Or good Palemon, m worn with classic tot, 


* — 
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the forehead will not be long bashful. The means of weakness and 
debility need not be wooed they are every where obvious and obtrus;ve. 
Such is the education of Boys with a full purse. A poet once spoke of 
moderation, and government in expenze, in other terms. 
O nondum cognita Diviim 
Munera! virtutis custos et amica pudort, 


Luxurie frenum, vite tutela! 


But such expenses, it may be said, are for patrician boys. Are they then 
zepatated from the rest? Is there no contagion of example? What are 
our public streets by day, or our theatres by night! The eye may see, 
but the ear might distrust the report. But a full purge, it seems, is very 
necessary for a boy, that be may not be mean. Surely this is contemp- 
ble sophistry. | | 

In education, and in the government of a state, every obstacle should 
he opposed to wickedness, and to the means of wickedness, There should 
he a double restraint. All passions submit ultimately (with the great 
majority of mankind) to the inability of gratifying them, and the dis- 
position is best prepared by the discipline of necessity. In boys and 
vouths of ingenuous tempers, sometimes filial piety, a regard for their 
nearest relatives, the advantage of a good character, and the pleasure of 
good conscience, operate with the better and more honourable part. 
But human infirmity is not to be trusted: it never yet was trusted with 
zecurity. Laws, regulations, and strong institutions have the greatest 
power to enforce good manners, when the Parents, Guardians, 'Instruc- 


tors and Masters co-operate fully in their several functions, It must be 


remembered, I am speaking of the education of boys, and not of con- 
firmed habits of expense, of wickedness, or of depravity in men. The 
wisdom and experience of those to whom I am addressing myself, in pub. 
ne schools, will easily supply what I have omitted; for I have omitted 
much. Every gentleman in the country may co-operate in this important 
aud patriotic attention, at such a period as the present. 

It is also not to be dissembled, (it is xx office to speak openly and boldly} 
that Boys now actually divide themselves into political parties. There is 
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Complain of plants ungrateful to the soil; 


indeed a general licentiousness of spirit among modern boys, which the 
public good requires to be ectually and powerfully repressed. It is not 
by false and speeious liberality that this evil is to be subdued. If mater; 
and governors are firm and inflexible in their regulations, what can th: 


children do? I laugh at the idle apprehension of rebellion in a Schoo! 
If I were the Head-maſter of Eton, I would begin by Taz 480L177 + 


OF THE MONTEM immediately. It is very improper, and very foolish. There 


is a meanness, and sometimes an audacity, in this authorised mode of c.. 


lect ing money on the highway, which 1 wonder young Gentlemen of hirt!: 


and family are not asbamed of, and can even wisb to continue. Ir 1- 


SOMETHING BETWEEN ALMS AND PLUNDER., Harrow school has 10 
longer its ancient and dangerous custom of “shooting for the silver arrow.” 
I mention the aboliton of THE MONTEM (though it now occurs but once 
in three years,) only as an introduction to many other salutary and nece - 
sary restrictions in ALL public schools. I have seen the nature of a re- 
bellion (as it is called) in a college and a school, and nothing can be mor: 
foolish and impotent. If the Parents, Friends, and Guardians co-operate 
with Masters of Schools and Colleges, what can children and young men 
ultimately effect, when it is considered, by what laws and hopes the! 
future interest and advancement in life are bound-in, cabined, and con 
kned? The majority of such petty Revolutionists and embryo Democrat: 
are always restrained in @ sbort time, and their successors never feel the 
absence of what they never expected. Let every Master of a College 
and a public School boldly, and vigorously, and instantly adopt the 
words and spirit of Cicero to his friend Atticus. © In qua Ego nactus. 
„ ut mihi videbar, LOCUM RESECANDA LIBIDINIS ET COKRCEND * 
© JUYENTUTIS, vehemens fui, et omnes profudi vires animi atque ingenii 


mei, non odio adductus alicujus sed spe reipudlice corrigende et sanand« 
« civitatiss AFFLICTA EST RESPUBLICA!”---Cic. Ep. ad Attic. L. 
E. 18. I hope this note will be regarded with the attention it calls for 
from the public.---At all events, now and ever; “ Salve, magna Pare 
ce doctrine, ETI TELLUS, Magna Virim!” (Nov. 1797.) 


AS a. 


Or Warren * in his well-curv'd palm contound 
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| The Reverend Humphry Sumner, D. D. lately elected (November 
(797) Provost of King's College in the University of Cambridge. So it 
ie: Mussat tacito DocTRINA timore. I can have no personal objection 
to a very worthy and a very good-natured man, but public considerations 
make me reflect deeply on such a subject. We lament the loss of a Pro- 
vost venerable in advanced age, dignified in his deportment, and of classi- 
cal erudition, deep, useful, and extensive. In the extremest boundary of 
kuman life, without the throbs of agony, or the cold gradations of dis- 
solution and decay, and supported and sustained by female filial piety, 
(that blessed bounden duty!) he came as a shock of corn to the ground in 
his season. Such was WILLIAM Cookk, D. D. Provost of King's 
College. 

But when 1 think on all the ei doctors and learned men, worthy 
of succeeding to the office, who belong to our paramount and royal Col- 
lege, 1 must own the choice surprises me at such a time as this. I com- 


fort myself that I have no vote. At the very moment when defence is 


more than ever called for, it seems as if we had recourse to the system of 


inefficiency for public support. I know not into what form our Univer- 
ity may at last be changed. It may be turned, for aught I can tell, 
into an Academia degli Arcadi e degli Buſh caricati. It may be $supported 
by the violation of every principle of Academic dignity, and by an un- 
worthy familiarity of learned gowns-men with mechanics and shop-folks. 
it may become an appendage to the Corporation of the Town of Cam- 
bridge. Are we not elbowed on the floor of our own Senate House by 
an impudent, unqualified intrusion of Borough mongering Mercers and 
rustling Men-milliners!? Oxford might teach us better lessons. She 
knows her dignity, and preserves it. I have nothing left but to deplore 
the change among ourselves. Would to heaven, I could avert it. Uni 


* quippe vacat, studiisque odiisque carenti, NEwTONI lugere genus!” Let 


te University of Cambridge however be converted into any thing, but a 


emmary for French principles and tutoria! democracy. Let us consider 


8 þ- . ' 
ttſe to whom we give our confidence. Should the revenues of any 
College be entrusted to the administration of the partisans of democracy? 
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An ancient guinea with a modern ? pound; 20 


EP» 


Should the insigue of a Chancellor's authority be borne by a satellite 


a French Directory! I think not. The robe of Czar was folded grace. 
fully, when he fell in the Senate. Let us at least remember that. TI cor 
fess it boldly ; my principles are strong unto salvation: and if I had auths. 
rity, 1 would thoroughly purge the floor, It may be done now ; bu: 
how long the power may be continued to us, I fear to conjecture. 
Monasteries were dissolved, when they became useless. His Grace of 
Grafton, our Chancellor, has indeed given Hints; but they are for Di; 
senters and Socinians; the orthodoxy of the High Steward, Mr. Pit: 
might yet support the establishment. Some Colleges have watched ove: 
the principles of the men proposed for the tutors; but all have not- 
watched. Must I say, as the Poet did of Achilles! 
Stupet Acre primo: 
Quz loca! qui fluctus? ubi Pelion! omnia versa, 
Aut ignota videt; DUBITATQUE AGNOSCERE MATREM /* 


I would not suffer the Muse of Satire to descend among Schools anc 
Colleges, but upon the most mature and the most weighty deliberate. 
Perhaps this is the last public remonstrance which will ever be made. | 
would not scatter my words lightly in every ear, but I would graft them 
where they might grow and bear. At this hour the Mate is shakin: 
through all her departments. Nothing is indifferent, which can suppe 
aliment for health, or remedies for a mortal distemperature. The grand 
and chief supporters of our Country in the Parliament, the Law, and. 
Church must proceed from the Universities. Upon them, primarily an 
ultimately, as to our governors and legislators, Domus inclinata recu g 
Nothing should be suffered to diminish or to sully the character o! 
Athens, and pollute the fountains of Ilyssus. In these retirements, < vcr) 
science, and every art, and every accomplishment which is good 9110 
essential to man in civilized society, may be pursued with effect; an « 


zolemn account rendered to the kingdom. In them, the Youth of tis 
Kingdom may best learn the foundation of all knowledge; the principl-- 0! 


„Stat. Achill. Lib. 1. 
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Sooner one Prelate hate th' unequal glass, 


L 


evidence in sacred and buman affairs; the nature of legitimate argument; 
the eternal power of truth opposed to the subtleties of sophistry ; the proof 
of revelation, and the best introduction to it, the higher philosophy of 
Greece and Rome; the sources of history ; the finizhed models of classi- 
cal literature, and those alone ; the principles and laws of ancient com- 
position; the abhorrence of conceit and forced thought; and the life- 
pringe of taste and of good conduct. Whatever can bring forth, strength- 
en, mplify, cultivate, enlighten, purify, and direct the powers of the 
human mind, within those limits which are prescribed by its great Crea- 
tor, and not beyond them ; all these, and if there be any other praise, or 
any other virtue, which preserves and continues to man the blessings of 
lawful government, and of $ubjection to Gop, the Author of all Order, 
it should be there prosecuted, recommended, taught, and enforced. 

] call upon the servants of the crown, upon the solemn Council of the 
Nation, upon every one who bears legal rule and legislative authority in 
the kingdom, to hear me, and to answer me. Has the 'state nothing to 
do with the Governors and Tutors of such hallowed and important retreats 
of arts, and eloquence, and wisdom, and religion? By their very nature 
they are consecrated to a high and holy ministry, to a strict fealty, and 
bouuden service to their country. Thetr dignity and necessity can be laid 
prostrate by themselves alone. If they are true to their own cause, if they 
will rouse themselves into a vindication of the great, original, master 
principles on which they were founded, they may continue to be the 
'1zhts of the kingdom. They will again be, what they always should be, 
4 Leg xx re, A Amos 645 Fepirornov, a Bci, Ieparivat. The best 
and the strongest literary bulwark and fortre:s against deception, error, 
-ophistry, anarchy, and the wildness of political and religious confusion. 
1 am not speaking out of season, or without necessity; I am speaking in 
-oberness and in truth. While the words are passing from me, Jay 
*HEBA JUXTA ET TENEBROSA VORAGO.,* 

: will extend an observation or two, on the method of Academical 
uy. 1 own, T never had a very great fear or apprehension, that the 

| Stat. Theb. L. 6. 
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And round u his table let the Claret pass; 
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severe and most indispensable studies of Mathematics and Natura! 
2lilosophy should be generally carried too far. Into the inmost rece es 
of any study few are permitted to enter. In Academical educations, the 
great aim and end should be, to recommend the study of original works 
principally, I think almost exclusively. If these are not attended to a' 
the University, they are seldom, if ever read, (I am sure with little effect) 
at any other period of life. I am rigid in this opinion. I have seen it» 
good effects in men of eminence who adhered to it. © Say, wou!d: 
„ thou hear it from our mouths, or from our Masters?“ were th: 
words of the weird Sisters; © Call them, let me sce them;” was the 
reply of Macbeth. In this spirit would I consider the books proposed 
for the subjects of public lectures. By way of instance, Locke, Grotins, 
Puffendorf, Cumberland, and Woollaston, should be preferred to the 
writers who have arisen since their day. I would object to Dr. Paley's 
moral and political Philosophy, as a Lecture book, solely upon this princi. 
ple; for it is a book of great merit, and of general utility. New moral 
ity, new metaphysics, and new politics are introduced unawares, tron 
the contagion of the time. | | 

| would call the rising youth of this country, to the intense, and fer 
vent, and unremitting study of the ancient classical writers, (whom I need 
not name) as their primary choice, I call upon them to have the courage 
to be ignorant of many subjects, and of many authors, at their inestin- 
ble age. I exhort them affectionately, as a matter of the most seri0u5 
importunce, never to pretend to study, in their first academical years, 
what they design as the ultimate end of their Iabours, I mean, their jro- 
fession. Their whole business is to lay the foundation of knosledge 
original, sound, and strong. In particular, the study of the Law, 45 
uch. should never be entered upon, even in limine, before the first du. e 
in arts is obtained. The first volume indeed of Blackstone's Commen- 
taries may be read, in the same manner as Robertson's Introduction 0 
his history of Charles the Fifth. They are both chef-d'ceuvres in 
kind, and form a part of general knowledge. The specific study o! tl 
Law in the University, at that early age, confines and cripples the facul- 
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O'er bis true church the crafty St. Pol * sleep; 
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ties. Such a Student may arrive at mere knowledge, as a special pleader, 
but he will never be illustrious, or ornamental to his profession. I wish 
to observe with particular emphasis, that, when a man has once entered 
upon any profession whatsoever, his education has in fact ccased. They 
ho, by à patient continuance and undiverted attention to academical 
studies alone, have sought for the original materials of science and of 
zolid fame, have seldom failed in their great pursuit. 

I am zealous for the honour and the utility of Boru our UNIVERS. 
TIES, I am earnest iu my words and thoughts. I sce and hear them 
too frequently, and most unworthily, traduced in writing and in conver- 
sation. TI gee the institution ridiculed and sneered at by the thoughtless, 
by the ignorant, and by the designing. But it is a common cause. 
They should always be termed, in literary dignity and with à prophetic 
spirit, the“ Aneadas magnos et nobile Pallanteum!” I am for no balance 
of merit between them. TI wish to see no sparkles from their collision; 
but I would have them grow brighter and more illustrious from mutual 
reflection. But if they are doomed to fall, and the mortal hour of demo- 
cracy, confusion, and tyranny is approaching, this book, till it is pro- 


 hibited by a Directory, will shew that they had a friend, bold enough 


to contend to the last for their original and inherent dignity. A friend 
wo believed, or rather who knew, them to be capable, in their high 
functions, to maintain and adorn the principles of happiness, and safety, 
and learning, and comfort, and hope, and good conscience; against fop- 
pery, and false science, and the degradation of the intellect, and frippery, 
and pompous nonsense, and the insolence of sciolists, and the neglect of 
good writing, and of good manners. A friend who, with no false enthu- 
asm, would secure the permanency of THESE ILLUSTRIOUS INSTITU- 
TIONS, With every monument of ancient arts, and eloquence, and science, 
conzecrated by the ministry of religion to the stability of the Statc. 
(November, 1797.) 1 

m The Reverend W. Langford, D. D. Canon of Windsor, aud 
Lower Master of Eton Sc bool. An instructor of much industry and abil- 
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Or bounds with Heretics John Milner keep; 21: 
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ity, and not without liveliness. It is particular, that his Majesty never 
leaves Windsor for Cheltenham, Weymouth, or any other place, but al 
the public papers instantly inform us of Dr. Langford's loyal attention, 
« The King arrived at Weymouth on such or such a day; the nex: 
week Dr. Langford set off from Eton, and preached before his Majest) 
« the following Sunday.“ It is hardly fair to his reverend rural Brethre», 
His Majest should not be accustomed only to one kind of excellence, 
The Doctor, on these occasions, suddenly disappears, and like the Ric 
Alpheus, having glided softly under the Sicanian waves, (uncontaminat-/ 
by the saltness of the ocean) rises again sound and fresb in the pulp:: a 
Weymouth, This is very kind. The Doctor scems unwilling to ir... 
the royal theology to the country curates even for a few weeks, durin; 
his Majesty's absence from the heavenly consistory at Windsor, now 5; 
only Chaplains, who, it is hoped, attend deeply to their theological studies 
This is very considerate in Dr. Langford, and a high mark of his ly: 
attachment. | | 


Mon cher Delpini, sure you will agree, 
% That for Ca Hisbob) none so fit as He, 
« Who gives the King Such very good avis." 


See the Probationary Odes, by Friar Lawrence and his (ci-devan') 
conventual brethren. (Nov. 1797.) 

mm 1 allude to a learned, modest, ingenious, and laborious gentle 
man, who has educated many of the first sous of the first nobility and 
gentry of this country, between twenty and thirty years, with unrein 
ting personal diligence and ability. He is but jus: promoted,“ det. 
satisfaction of all who know him, and to the shame of those who hav 5 
long neglected him. | 

Quis gremio Enceladi doctique PAL&amonis aftert, 
QUANTUM GRAMMATICUS MERUIT LABOR? 


As my notes have attracted the attention of men of high rank ana 
sequence, (and perhaps have reached the ear of Kings,) I canno "| 


February, 1798. 
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Or Wilberforce range lawless through the town; 
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suggesting the impropriety and injustice of delaying the reward of those, 


all x W who deserve so highly of their country, as the Masters of our great pub- 
". iſ lic schools, and of some private Instructors. There are many ecclesiagti- 
Xt Y aal preferments perfectly compatible with their important office, and 
i; AS which should be conferred, © before the spirit of distributing prebends 


« and bishopricks shall have departed from the Ministers“ (of any time,) 
to use the phrase of Junius.--As I would console some of my learned 


er 6 friends hose preferment, though it tarry, will not be (as I hope) long 
18 in abeyance, 1 wish they would, in the mean time, contemplate the 
energy of the following classical sentence, preferable even to the Latinity 
155 W of Tully himself; Status dicitur a stando, quia quando quis habet unam 
„ © bonam Prebendam tum dicimus, Is bene stat.“ Epist. Obscurorum viro- | 
5 rum. Enquire at Westminster, Durham, Winchester, Worcester, and 


es. : Windsor. i 
.. o Richard Warren, M. D. a learned and able Physician of the | 
time. The well curved palm” is the attitude of a modern physician, | 
when he 1s about to leave his patient, and which he as naturally closes 
upon his fee, as a lobster does his claw. As I have a high respect for the 
Medical art, I will gratify Dr. Warren, and many other ingenious gen- 


nt a = tlemen of the profession, with an extract from one of the Elogia written 

dy Sammarthanus; it relates to a physician whom he names Marescottus. 
\. = * Recorderis Marescottum nostrum tria se sacræ arti nostre (Medicæ 
., * scilicet) debere professum, quibis caruisser, si propositum a parentibus 
- = * sacerdotium suscepisset; scilicet, sanitatem athletic am ætatis anno 8 amo, 
by 5 * centum aureorum millia, atque intimam innumerorum illustrium amici- 
__ s etiam.“ Sammarth. Elog. p. 83 and 84. N. B. Though the Doctor 


rejected the propesitum sacerdotium for himself, yet his Brother my Lord 
of Bangor was made into a Bisbop by fraternal skill in the reign of Lord 
North.---Since this note was frst printed, (July 1797,) the public have 
WF /amented the loss of this acute and very learned physician, Dum 

m = /0quimur, &c. &c. 
» p This allusion was evidently made since the 26th of February x797, 


oon after which the Bank issued the ne Pound notes, to the great dis- 
quiet of the faculty, 
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Or Mingay be the glory of his gown; 
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q “ Siccat inæquales calices Conviva Sacerdos.” Tt is well known by 
the Clergy of a powerful northern diocese, that on public days when th- 
Claret or Burgundy arrives at a certain distance from the top of the table, 
where my Lord is seated, the attracting power suddenly draws the bottle: 
across the table. © Ipse capillate diffusum consule potat.” This is not 
an anecdote of other times. It is true at this hour. (July, 1797.) When 
avarice, pride, and meanness act upon the mind at once, I leave it to the 
metaphysicans to determine the curve in which it moves.---1 say no more, 

r The Bishop of St. Pol de Leon, to whom the chief care of the 
public largess of this kingdom to the Freneh Emigrants sacred and pro. 
une is committed. See the portrait of his Catholic Lordship in the pub 
lic print shops of London. It is impossible to doubt the apparent pro 
priety of the epithet I have given him, if we only glance on the portrait. — 
I refer the reader to all my notes on the Roman Catholic cause, in the 
Third Dialogue of the P. of L. It is indeed true, that Tus Popepor 15 
Now FALLEN; but the spirit of it, 1 still maintain, is neither extinct 
nor asleep. By way of Contrast, I cannot refrain from presenting to the 
reader the picture of Pope Paul Tux. FourTH, as drawn by the macter 


hand of Paolo Sarpi. I will not injure the sublimity and force of the 


language by a translation. He well knew the court and the policy of 
Papal Rome, and they knew him. „E ben cosa certa, que PacLo, 
« come quello che era d'animo grande e de' vasti pensieri, teneva per 
&« $icuro di poter remediare a tutti i disordini per la sola sua autoritd pon- 
e tificale, ne riputava di aver bisogna in cio di Principe alcuno; solito di 
* non parlar mai con gli Ambasciadori, se non intonandogli nelle orecch:c 
© b, EGLI ERA SOPRA TUT TI II PRINCIPI; che non voleva che 
* alcuno d'essi domesticasse seco, che poteva mutar regni, che era SUc- 
« cxs80R di Car ha deposto Ret et Imperadori:“ Ist. del Concil Trident. 
Lib. 5. This picture of a Pope, in the plenitude of pontific power, 
zhould be presented to all Christian countries, „in perpetuam vc. 
% memoriam,” that they may contemplate what this spiritual tyra) 
and usurpation once were, and what the principles of the Romish Church 
tacred and political (Which never ebenge in essence, substance, or 


% 
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Or Erskine cease from impotent grimace, 


— 
— 


under any calamity) will at all times naturally introduce, whenever they 
obtain their full operation. i PAPA, ibi Roma!” in sæcula sæculo- 
tum! Let England look to this. (1796.) 

s Torthe revival of the Roman Catholic Cause in Great Britain, 
Pestis ero vivens.” In our dread and natural horror of atheism and of 
anarchy, why are we to revive superstition and tyranny! I have nothing 
to do with the emancipation of the Catholics in Ireland, but to my 
appreheusion it is a measure full of danger. It is at one stroke to alter 
the fundamental law and constitution of the country. I write in Great 
Britain, and direct my thoughts for this kingdom, wishing for peace, 
tranquility, and union between the two Islands. — I have given more time 
and study to this Roman Catholic subject than any man perhaps, at this 
time, will think it deserves. I have perused many 2 dull and uninteres- 
ting tract, even of their own squabbles among one another, much to 
the loss of my own quiet. In general L pass them over and consign them 
to their own dulness. But there is one pamphlet, not for any, even the 
least, excellence of the composition, but for the virulence of its spirit, 
which I call into public notice, if the public will or can feel upon the 
subject. It is entitled © A Reply to the Report published by the 
& Cisalpine Club on the authenticity of the Protestation at the British 
Museum, &c. &c. by the Rev. John Milner,” Printed for Coghlan, 
Duke Street, Grosvenor Square, 1795. It is written, as the title page 
informs me, by one John Milner, a Provincial Priest resident as I am 
told at Winchester, not an emigrant, nor in the King's House (while the 
Vriests lived there en masse,) but the priest of a private chapel in that 
city. He seems by his writings, (I know no more of him) to be of the 
most intolerant principles and deliberate in the upplication of them. He 
exhibits at once the extremes of fierceness and of impotence. But he re- 
presents the opinions of a very large portion of their body by whom he is 
accredited, He is very cautious in his pamphlet, as he thinks, but his 
caution speaks plainer language than the frankness of the most open 
velaration. It is apprehended (he says) that the publication of the facts 
un question might prove detrimental to the Catholic Interest (observe the 
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110 And his appeals to God, his prime disgrace; Or 
| 0 — | — =_ = 
(| N « words) on any FUTURE application to the Legislature.” p. 36. We xt | 80 
11 ö this wary priest has not thought proper to conceal that they have FUr71:» Iv 
111 intentions. He tries the ground before him, but his steps are uncag. Wl 
| | The indulgence,_it seems, is not to rest here. The lenity of our goverr. 0 
l 1 ment naturally leads to other demands. With this clue in my hand, | Ci 
[| | have little difficulty to pass through the intricacy of this Romish labyrinth, 1 
ö 1 | | In another part of Mr. Milner's « REyLy,” his indignation rises against — 
| is some expressions in the declaration of the Catholics. We see the ember; 11 
1 | under which the fire is not yet extinguished. He is afraid, that u- = 
| 4 | Protestants should think that the spirit of bis church has suffered n F 
| | 1 | abatement. © Thus to Mr judgment (he cries out) am I and the who: 5 
| | 11 Catholic body, without consenting to it, pledged in the face of the 55 
{WIN « Legislature to condemn the wars of Charlemagne, and THz Cevs 117 hh 
| 14 * against THE INFAMOUS ALBIGENSES.” p. 28. J hope we are all chi. £1 
1 i dren of mercy, trained and educated in the benevolence and charity w i 
| F| i | Christ has taught and enforced, and if we have read the history of that K 
1 infernal and murderous persecution of the devoted Albigenses, (Whose . 
| VIP chief crime was their determined opposition and resistance to the papil * 
| | tyranny“) what opinion or what comment sball we form on this merci 9 
| | i less priest, who after the lapse of centuries, feels the same passions and 
140 . * 'The Albigenses were a sect of the Waldenses, who had their ri:- WE be 
| 0 in the twelfth century. I know what the malice of their enemies be 0 
| \ il suggested against them. This is not a place to discuss history, but | 1 
1 0 refer the statesman to Thuanus L. 1. S. 16. vol. 1. p. 221. Ed. Buckley | : 
11 N. B. For their confession of faith, which was presented to king Fance 
| 11 the First, by the wretched remnant of these Albigenses, I refer tic a 
'l [| theological and political reader to Sandius's Hist. Eccles. It i: an . 
| 1 honour to their religion. Sandius's words begin: & A. 1544. . g 
| | « dohiani et Caprarienses, &c. existentesque Reliquiæ Albigensium 3:quen- 
| I « tem fidei suæ confessionem obtulerunt Francisco I. Regi Galliz, quam 
jj «& a majoribus quasi per manus acceperant, abhinc anno post Ciriz Wl 
| 4 & Incarn: 1200,” Kc. Sand. Hist. E. p. 425+ | 
| | | 
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Or Grafton's virtues, to their latest day, 

Expire in Junius, and revive in Gray; “ 

Sooner the black weird Brother of the Heath * 
With spells 7 appall an innocent Macbeth; 218 
Or, by the wayward justice of the land, 

Great Mansfield fall by an Attorney's hand; 
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the same thirst of blood against these innocent victims of popish and arbi- 
trary violence. Crimine ab uno DISCE OMNES/! (1796.) | 
t Nothing can be more offensive, more injudicious, and in some instan- 

ces more profane, than when a Harrister appeals to God for the truth of 
every assertion made in a court of law, and in many cases when the facts 
have been doubtful, and sometimes have been afterwards proved to be 
falsc. I call this a prime disgrace; and 1 hope no Barrister of ability 
will follow this flippanc and rash habit of Mr. Erskine, in the Court of 
King's Bench, which we have all so repeatedly witneszed, Mr, Erskine's 
own better sense and serious thought (for I believe he has some serious 
thoughts) will restrain him in future, But public men must be told of 
their faults publicly, 

tt The fate of the present Duke of Grafton is singular. He bas 
been celebrated by the first prose writer and the first poet of the age, 
(1797+) 

Xx Tove, n YAY αενεννν g. Lycophron. Cassand. v. 7. 
To a scholar I would speak as a'scholar. No more. At some futurs 
day, he will find bimself to be under a mistake, and may perhaps acknow- 
ledge it. The very ingenious author of the Bath Guide once made a 
similar mistake; and, as he is a man of virtue, as well as talents, genius, 
and learning, he repented of it. See, if it be extant, a Poem called, 
« The Priest Dissected.” 

z See a long law-life in 4to. of the great Earl Mansfield, Lord 
Chief Justice of the King's Bench; by Mr. Holliday, in a very peculiar 
ﬆylc indeed. For the greater part, it is a bundle of reports and law plead- 
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Or one mean cause the virtuous * Scott maintain, 


Turn law ta trade, or deem religion vain; 


Or * Rose with coy submission, modest grace, 


Rise to explain his sinecures and place; 


Or the Bank bow to Pitt's imperial creed ; 
Or Dramatists to public trust succeed; 
Sooner to France Thames roll his current strong, 


Than men love verse, high fancy, or the song. 


Taught by the muse, and by her wisdom wise. If 
Think not, a Poet's name I lightly prize: 230 WT, 
But in the wane of Empires (mark the hour) | : Te 
Vice and the Sword consolidate all pow'r; 8 T. 


Laws pass their“ bounds; few statesmen stand ercc:; 


All in their country's name, themselves protect; 


0 Pre 
ings strung together. It is astonishing to me, that Conveyancess aud 13 
Attorneys, who really appear not to know how to construct a single sen. | the 
tence, without provoking a smile at some error in grammar, languaze. RS = 
or metaphor, will think themselves qualified to deliver down to posierity _ 
the lives of great men. Luckily, Mr. Holliday's zeal does not offend vs RA t 
in rhyme. The friendship and the verse of Pope, as well as the sse —_ -' 
dour of his own abilities, and the dignity of their high exertions, vc | 
secured an eternity of reputation to Loxp Carer Josrice Mu WS | 
which can never fall—even by Mr. Holliday's attempt. (November, = 
1797.) * 
a Sir John Scott, Attorney Getieral. 4 
bv George Rose, Esg. Secretary to the Treasury, &c. &c, &c. Kc. © 


& c. ke. &. &. 


Junius 4 might probe a nation's wounds in vain. 


11 
he public hopes with public credit sink 


At cb an hour, when men to madness think, 


Vhat is a Poet, what is fiction's strain? 


As from a diamond globe, with rays condense, 


is SATIRE gives the strongest light to sense, 240 


To thought compression, vigour to the soul, 


To language bounds, to fancy due controul, 


Jo truth the splendour of her awful face, 
To learning dignity, to virtue grace, 
To conscience stings beneath the cap or crown, 


ro vice that terror she will feel and own. 


c The violence, sedition, and daring wickedness of times like these 
produce the necessity of extending laws and regulations, and acts which 
are declared temporary, and called for by that necessity alone. When 
the danger is past, the Constitution is again left to protect itself by its 
ancient laws, if that danger can now, or ever, pass from us. This is 
what Octavius seems to mean, by © laws passing their bounds,” &c. in 
this and the following lines; and in this sense I hope he will be under- 
stood. ; | 

d O magni sacer et superbus umbra! Stat. Sylv. L. 2. Carm. 7. 
Junius told the nation, that “a time might arrive, at which every inferior 
consideration must yield To THE SECURITY OF THE SOVERETGN, AND To 
* TYP GENERAL SAFETY of the State.” Introduct, to Lett. 35. This is 
not the doctrine of Horne Tooke and the desperate French factions and sedi- 
tivus societies now in England and Ireland. Junius had not so learned 
the Constitution of England; nor has the Author of the P. of L. so learned it. 

Mm 
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But if in love with fiction still, at Court 


Present in verse some new Finance Report, 
How taxes, funds, and debts shall disappear, 
Or in the fiftieth or five-hundredth year. 250 
Or tread the maze of picturesque delight, 

From Holwood paint with Pitt the prospect brigh: 
Without one © line of boundary” to speech, 


The summit of conceit with Gilpin © reach. 


0 —— 


— — 


e I am under the necessity of making a strong remonstrance again 
the language of Mk. Gihrix's writings on Landscape and the Pictu- 
resque. It is such a sartago or jargon of speech as is wholly unnece , 
though we are taught to believe them appropriate terms. They a0. 
lutely appear in troops. Dips Holes Grand Masses Belts ten 
lous Sbud ders Burats - Nlashy Inundat ions - Partitions of Desolatiu - 
Continents of Precipice---and a hundred more, till the English language 
sets all Englisb meaning at defiance. These terms are not the 


Parce 
dedorta of Horace, but mere jargon and foolish affectation. Dilettant 
aud Connoisseurs almost blush to use them. A term or word may e 
quite obvious or ensy, yet it may not be affected. But the rage of Con: tt 
admits no “ line of boundary,” as these gentlemen love to talk. 1 us 
the words of Shakspeare in one of bis own plays, (as it now seem (or 
Dr. Farmer and George Steevens, Esq. take from him and give to him jus 
as they please.) © They absolutely make a battery through our defence- 
less parts.” Pericles Prince of Tyre, Act 5, Sc. 1.— Simplicity in lan 
guage is first to be sought. Strength and dignity will follow. Conn 
ment, the arts, morality, and religion, are all concerned in its prescrvat on. 


Mu. G1Lyxin's works on other subjects have and deserve high app. 34. 


tion. In all but the picturesque he scems as ready as any mann 


State Super vias antiquas.” 


_ 1h 


= 


E ms 1 


WL: Desolation's dread partitions felt, 


Vith dip, and bole, grand masses, burst, and belt. 
Wich shudders tremulous explore your way, 
ryrough plashy inundations fled astray ; 
lin ur'd and jaded with the cozcomb strains, 
' MW Homeward you steal *thro' Surry's3 quiet lanes,” 
BF Rcnounce all Gilpin's jargon, said or sung, 261 
And talk of Nature's works in Nature's tongue, 
But still keep Method. 


* AUTHOR. 


Method ? 


OCTAVIUS. 


| Yes: 'tis plain, 
Connection, order, method you disdain: 
Be regular: from A to B proceed; 


I hate your zig-zag verse, and wanton heed. 


een " 


f Anglics, “% Fens.“ 

£ © Stealing through the quiet lanes of Surry,” is an easy and happy 
expregsion (cur non omnia? of Mr. Gilpin. See Observat. on the Lakes 
of Westmoreland, &c. vol. 2, p. 268. 
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WS 


AUTHOR. 


Say then, a simple story shall I tell? 


A MAN OF METHOD 1s the theme. 
OCTAVIUS. 


"Tis well, 


AUTHOR. 

| stil! 
the! 
There liv'd a Scholar * late, of London fame, gef 
A Doctor, and Morosophos “ his name: 270 
£ Ve 
From all the pains of study freed long since, MF 
Far from a Newton, and not quite a! Vince; . 
WS 
W bcc 
h When I am very particular in the description of a characicr, | 
abstain from giving the least hint of a real name. Quis rapiet ad 0 WW 

« quod erit commune omnium?” or in Le Sage's inimitable language, . 
« qui se fern connoitre mal a propos?” T only give this as A Character, 3 
and say no more. * 


1 The word and title of “Doc ron“ is miserably abused. Erasmus 
long ago in an Epistle from Louvain in 1520 to the celebrated Cardinal 
Campeggio, observed with some indignation, “ Unde Docrorrs t' 0 
« gloriantur, nisi UT DOCEANT?” Erasmi Epist. Ed. Lond. Fol. 65: 
I wish this were written in larger characters over the door of the theat!: 
at Oxford, and the Senate House at Cambridge. 

k Morosophos. i. e. Stulte $apiens-But more presently of Dr. 
MoxosoPnos, the Man of Method. 


11 


a metaphysics bold would spread his sails, | 
nd with Monboddo still believ'd “ in tails; | 
| 
| 
| 


\t anatomic lore would sometimes peep, | | 
nd call Earle w usetul, Abernethy * deep; 1 


Vith Symonds and with Grafton's Duke ” would vie, 


\ Dilettante in Divinity; 


#1) 

| A learned and useful Proſessor of Natural Experimental Philo- { 

; sophy at Cambridge. Sec his works. | 

| m All the learned world know how Lord Monboddo believed, and | 

till believes, that men had once tails depending from the gable end of 1 

Wtheir bodies, supposing them to go upon all fours. N. B. Dr. Johnson ö 

f defines the gable end to be the sloping roof of a building,” and he gives 1 

0 Wa pleasant instance from Mortimer's Husbandry. “ Take care that all 1 

your brickwork be covered, &c. without gable ends, which are very 

Wavy,” &c. 

| n James Earle, Esq. Senior Surgeon at St. Bartholomew's Hospi- 1 

W tal, and Editor of the celebrated PERC1vAL PoTT's Works. 1 have | 

— ; been informed that the notes which Mr. Earle has added are valuable 1 

nor would I pass in silence the treatises he has given to the world in his | 

- ©: name, the result of extensive practice and observation. i 

e, o A young Surgeon of an accurate and philosophical spirit of inves- 1 

8 tigation, from whose genius and labours I am Jed to think, chat the | 

medical art and natural science will hereafter receive great accessions. — 

5 797.) | { 

* p The Duke of Grafton, the Chancellor, and John Symonds, L. L. D. = 


Professor of Modern History in the University of Cambridge, have both 1 
attracied the public attention by their various Hints and Observations on 
subjects of Scripture.—As I never may have so convenient an opportunity, 
I will also offer a remark or two, which are new to ine, on a passage in | 
dt. Faul's Epistles, if another Layman may be heard with indulgence. il 
There is no particular conjecture as to the peculiar meaning or force of 


if 
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1 
A special clerk for metbod and for plan, 
Through science by the alphabet he ran. 280 


— 


— — — 


the following passage of St. Paul in the Second Epistſe to Timothy. The 


« Cloak which I left at Troas bring with thee, and the books, but e ge. 


« cially the parchments.” Ep. 2. C. 4, v. 13. I would hint, tha: «1; 


Epistle was written from Rome when Paul was brought before Nero be 


second time. EypaPy aro Pαν,/D, Ts 5% eure r, Ilavacg T Kyirty 


In the 22d chapter of the Acts, Paul was tenacious of the pr. 
vilege of Roman Citizenship, and it proved of much advantage to i 
before the Centurion. 


Nep. 


It may be, and it is, a matter of mere con. 
jecture, whether he might be required to prove himself a Citizen of Rowe, 
when he was to make his defence. These parchments (“je 
contain some documents, or be a deed or diploma of some consequeice 19 
the matter in question. But as to the Cloak, there is something more par- 
ticular. The Cloak in the original, is Osaovns, or ON, Which is un. 
doubtedly a corruption for ®ayeans, and is so read in the Codex I. 8. 
Bibliothecæ Czsarce Viennensis. ®Oaivoans was greciscd from the Rona 
word Penula. This is no more than was done frequently in other hin. 
guages and in other countries. Particularly when the seat of Empire v4. 
transferred from Rome to Byzantium, the lawyers of the Imperial Count 
were obliged to grecise many terms of law; as Þ:%:7ouprrormpisc for Ide 
ecommissarios, Peæudio for repudium, (as in this passage, Evaoys; » 114 
« To Perediy oTwALsE xTA.” Justinian. Novell. 22.) Kei, for (Centr 
Ezxsdire for Expeditum or Expeditio, aA for compromiss1 1, 21 


other words, as may be seen in Du Fresne's and other Lexicons, i! 


particular in a most singular and scarce Glossary by Meursius.“ An i 
the East, before the accession of the House of Timour, the Arab: an ln. 


— 


— —— 


* « Joannis Meursli Glossarium Græco—Barbarum, in quo te 


* yocabula quinque millia quadringenta, Officia atque Dignitates Im 


+ perii Constantinop. tam in Platio, quam in Ecclesia aut Mili exp! 


cantur et illustrantur.“ Lugd. Bat. 1614. It is wortby the attention of 
any scholar. | 
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Arab 
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Prudent, as Newton, in domestic care, 


Vith no Scriblerian M scruples tor his Heir, 


— 


guage Was prevalent in Hindostan, when the Hindoo Rajas had commu— 
cation with the Mahommedan princes; and it is remarkable, that the 
Arabian language is used technically in the code of Gentoo laws. Cb. 2. 
WS. :. That is a woman's property, during the Ayammi Shaddee.” These 
Wwords are the Arabic terms for the Days of Marriage. The trial of Ma- 
Worajah Nundocomar for forgery before the Supreme Court of Judicature 
in Bengal, will furnish many singular instances.---But to return to the 
Ox112ng or Penula. I would observe that when the Roman state degen- 
erated into an absolute monarchy, many citizens laid aside the Toga and 
wore the Penula, or the Lacerna in its stead. Augustus highly disapprov- 
ed of this change in their dress. He was, as Suctonius informs us, indig- 
Nabundus, and gave orders to the Ædiles on the subject; © Negotium 
% Fdilibus dedit, ne quem posthac in foro paterentur, ms! positis lacernis, 
« togatum consistere.” Octave C. 40. But the Zenuwla was still worn. 
As the Pznula was so specifically a Roman garment and worn only by 
Romans, St. Paul might wish, as 2 slight confirmation of his point, to 
thew what was his customary dress. It may be remarked, that the 
Penula was a vestment, which the Romans generally wore upon a journey. 
Juvenal observes in Sat. 5. „ Multo stillaret Pznula nimbo,” and St. 
Paul says, that “ he left it behind him at Troas.“ This is only writter: 
as a mere literary remark to hiut, that in the minutest passages of the 

| Scriptures there may be some meaning; and that nothing can be so con- 
W temptible as a foolish and profane ridicule, on any passage in the sacred 
writings, founded on ignorance. The present remarks are intended as 


mater of some little curiosity: and 1 look upon them in no other view. 


But I think there is no passage in the Hebrew or Greek Scriptures which 
will not at least admit of such an illustration or explanation, I mean philo- 
logically or critically, as may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men. 
Much general information is to be obtained from Harmer's valuable and 
A *atisfactory Observations on the Scriptures, collected from Voyages and 
cls in the East; (four volumes $vo.) and from © Letters from some 
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He took, not een in thought inclin'd to rove, 
A wife for regularity, not love. 


— — 


„ Jews to Mr. Voltaire.” A man of real erudition, who merits the cstecn 
of his fellow-creatures, constantly keeps his knowledge, his reason, an: Wn 
bis prudence connected indissolubly, or as it is well expressed by a 1:11). {RR [1 
sopher, Ev oureppeeye a a NuTH $074 Aoyou epioToy,* | 


= 
q The celebrated and learned Bishop Newton, late Bishop of Bristol, 1 


in his pleasant and ingenuous account of his own life (written by himself.) TI 
has recorded the very useful economical motives for his marriage. 9 
In the year 1761, Dr. Newton thought seriously of taking a wife e As 


seconde. His reasons were as follow, and may be serviceable to many, 
“ Vecchi, ch'avete bisogno di Moglie! and so on, &c. &c. &c, $011 Y 

3 en 
« de Maritati.“ ...“ Dr. Newton found that the study of sacred an c':; | 


sic authors ill agree with accounts of Butchers' and Bakers” bills, and by k B 
% daily experience he was convinced that it was not good to live alone * 
without a help meet for him. And especially when he had some hn 2 
& pect of a 6:5hopric. Fresh difficulties and troubles opened to his vi-v, Bn : 
„two houses.. a great number of servants....a better table and publ. e 
“days., and he plainly foresaw, that he must either fall a prey to Servants 
or look out for some clever sensible woman to be his wife, who was a h 5 BB 
e dent manager and œconomist, and could lay out bis money to ci: WR Vai 
advantage; who had no more taste and love of pleasure than a cu | | 
« ble woman $hou!d have,; who would be happier in staying with her h- BW = Cc 
« band at home, than in perpetually gadding abroad; who, though te 
brought no fortune, might save one, and be a fortune in hersch. h 
short, the Doctor married on the 5th September 1761, and on tlic 180 _ i 
&« of the same month he Kissed his majesty's hand on his Bishop“ | 
The Doctor was lucky. * Oscula libavit, dein talia fatur;“ i. . he 
Bishop adds, © A lady of quality a friend of his, said upon his martagt, 
« it was the wisest thing he ever did in bis life; and that she v4 © Bi 
— —— —_— | : * 
* Plat. Time. Locr. de Anima Mundi. Plat. Op. Edit. S 


Tom. 33 Page 95 | | N d 
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\ little architect in all his schemes, 


WS ome say, he had a metbod in his dreams. 


*hree sessions in the House he daily toil'd, 


1 — 1 . — — 
— — — IV == L Ke — - * — 
— * — 9 bd — b 2 — — — 
— — — — _— 5; . 


every plan, in every motion foil'd, 


a Till like grave Nicholls in a pet he swore, pl 
| « I'll move myself, the House I move no more” il 
7 ; , : . 71 
| Then penn'd to Pitt his monitory strain, * i 
a As Murray, clear, and as fond Randolph, plain. bl 
N ; | 220 f 1 
fi c : 11 
% most proper wife for him in the world. And indeed, says the Bishop, | f 
: she more than answered his warmest woisbes, &c.“ Bishop Newton's | i 
5 Life, 8vo. Ed. vol. 1. p. 8 1... Except in two aculeated closing words, his iN 
Lordship does not take into bis account of wedded love, © the golden 1 
| & shafts, the constant lamp, or the purple wings,” which Milton cele- i | 
| brates, and Husbands feel. "Y 


« O Vecchi, che avete bisogno di moglie, &c. &c. &c. &c. 
Episcopal Air and Rondeau repeated, by a Chorus of Doctors and Chap- 
lains. 


gq See the Memoirs of Martinus Scriblerus. Chapter 1. How Dr. lh 
Cornelius observed all the rules given by the ancients to those who desire 


e to generate children of wit, which Dr. Morosofhos magnanimously disre- | . 
b garded. He neither cared for the South or the West Wind. Lucretius "nl 
tought otherwise. | 1 
Cum reserata viget genitabilis aura Favoni, 9 
ö Doctores primum àërii te, Diva, tuumque i 
; Significant initum, &c. &c. Kc. Kc. . 
r The three great, yet familiar, Letter-writers of the age are, Jobn 1 


Nicholls, Esq. M. P. for Tregony (1797). Sir James Murray (Pulteney) Wi 
Secretary to the Duke of York in Germany, and the Reverend Dr. Ran- i lf 
dolph. ., See “ A pair of Epistles in verse, with notes: the first to the 1 


14 N n 


ſ:-- 209 - | 


Resolv'd on ease, his travels were at home, 

And Lum'sden taught him to converse of Rome 
The arch Palladian and the Parian stone 

He lov'd, the pride of Chambers and of Soane 
But late, by Carter's " Holy pencil won, 

Wyatt and Gothic beresy would sbun; 


r 


—— 


— 


« Reverend Dr. Randolph, &c.” second edition. 1796. I recommend 
them to the general entertainment, and perhaps instruction, of the public. 

s That ingenious, accomplished, and very learned gentleman, As 
DREW LUMISDEN, Esq. F. A. S. Ediub. has since that time taught us all, 
in the most agreeable scholar-like manner. See“ His remarks on the 
% Antiquities of Ron and its Environs, being a classical and topogra- 
« phical Survey of the Ruins of that celebrated City.“ 4to. 1797. It 
a pleasing and most Judicious performance of a Gentleman who appear: 
to have enjoyed the united advantages of foreign travel, studious leizure, 
and polite company. | 

t Two celebrated architects. The professional knowledge of 8. 
W. Chambers, Knight, (of most heroic memory) was profound and sub- 
stautial. Mr. Soane bas more fancy and airiness of design, and 1s ccr- 
tainly a man of information and ingenuity. But he indulges himzelt 4 
little too much in extravaganzas and whims. See the Bank. 

„u I am obliged for this information to a Fellow of the S. of Aut. 
quarics. . Mr. Carter is a draftsman of the very first merit, but his catholic 
zeal betrayed him, assisted by some Morosophists of the Society, to attac 
THE FIRST GENIUS IN ARCHITECTURE, in this kingdom, MR. Wy 117: 
Longa est injuria: longe ambages. It is difficult to prove that the So, 
ciety of Antiquaries was instituted, solely to preserve the purity of Gothic 
Atchitecture or to listen to the tiresome cabals of busy Buronets an 
meddling Romish priests....But to us, under the auspices of Wyatt; 


O Fortunati quorum pia tecta resurgunt ! 
Faeis uit, et fastigia zuspicit urbis. (November 170% 


A 
V 
A 
V 


L 283 J 


And oft in thought, by antique pavements laid, 
With Lysons “ guide the military spade; 
And once, for purer air o'er rural ground, 


With little Daniel) went his twelve miles round. 


i 


— 


x Samuel Lysons, Esq. F. R. S. and A. S. The most judicious, beet 
informed, and most learned amateur Antiquary in this kingdom, in his 
department. Do lubens manus Vitruvio. His work on the remains of 
the Roman Villa and pavements at Woodchester, near Gloucester, (which 
a friend has just shewn me) is such a specimen of ingenuity, unwearied 


zeal, and critical accuracy in delineating and illustrating the fragments 


of antiquity, as rarely has been equalled, certainly never surpassed. His 
Majesty was so pleased with some of Mr. Lysons's attempts (near Dor- 
chester I think,) that a party of the militia was detached to assist him in 
dligging among the ruins. A friend of mine was much entertained with 
the three tents erected on the spot, and a detachment of soldiers storming 
a fort under ground, under the orders of an Antiquary. Hence my allu- 
5101 to the military Spade. Of the genius, judgment, knowledge, and 
perseverance of this Gentleman in the department he has undertaken, it 
is difficult to speak in terms of sufficient approbation. (November, 1797. 

y The Reverend Daniel Lysons, M. A. the brother of Samuel Ly- 
sons, Esg. An ingenious and diligent Antiquary, but of an inferior 
class; I mean as to the respective subjects of their works, He is author 
of The Environs, twelve miles round London. But really in these hard 
times, Four large Volumes in 4to. wire-wove and bot-pressed, and Six 
Guineas paid down on the table, and the books unbound, (and an appen- 
die threatened) are rather too much for parish- registers, births, deaths, 


and marriages, or even for the delights of Islington, Homerton, Hackney, 


Clapton, Acton, and all the rural retreats of City innocence and pure air, 
in the neighbourhood of Town. The work should have been printed in 
8vo. My only objection is to the typographic pomp and expense of a 


book on such a subject. I think most persons will agree with me. (No- 
vember, 1797.) 
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On Sundays at Sir Joseph's“ never fail'd, 

So regular, you might have thought him bail'd. 
With Jones a linguist, Sanscrit, Greek, or Manks, 
And could with Watson play some chemic pranks, 
Yet far too wise to roast a diamond“ whole, 
And for a treasure find at last a coal. 

Would sometimes treat, his wines of chosen sort, 
Will Pitt, with honest Harry, lov'd his ® port; 310 


my 


— 


2 Sir Joseph Banks, Bart. Knight of the Bath, President of the 
Royal Society, Privy Chancellor, &c. &c. has instituted a meeting at lis 
house in Soho Square, every Sunday evening, at which the Literat and 
men of rank and consequence, and men of no consequence at all, fad 
equally a polite and pleasing reception from that justly distinguished Gen. 
tleman. St Jos zen BANKS is fitted for his station in the learned 
not more from his attainments and the liberality of his mind, tban 
particular and unremitted attention to the interest and advancenicn of 
natural knowledge, and his generous patronage of the Arts. 


FORTUNZ MAJORIS HONOS, ERECTUS ET ACER !* 

a The ingenious Mr, Tenant has shewn, in a paper read ar 
Royal Society, that he can reduce a Diamond by evaporation to C (1 
I hear Mrs. Hastings, and other great possessors of diamonds, hv 2 
kind of Tenanto-pbobia, and are shy of this gentleman, A poor es, 
like myself, who has neither diamonds nor any thing precious ben, 5 
to him, can only remind Mr. Tenant and the Royal Society of the 
proverb, . Carbonem pro Tbesauro.“ | 

b I can give no better character of his old Port. We all know 0 
zuch occasions, * Pacchum in remotis rupious” is the song of 


Harry Dundas, in all the wildness of bigbland Dithyrambic; WII Mr 


* Claudian. 


285 J 
The Bengal Squad © he fed, though wondrous nice, 


J Baring his currie took, and Scott his rice. 

In Scrip: not Hemings' *selt more vers'd than he, 
he Solomons, or Nathan, or E. P.; 

Loyal and open, liberal of cash, 


(Not your damn'd dollars © or Bank-paper trash) 


—___ 


rn, on the battlements of Walmer, in his own and Virgil's sober 
majesty,“ OCFANO LIBEMUS, ait.“ 
| „ Privatis majora focis.” — I can have nothing to say to them. 
Dr. Morosophos, was bolder than 1 can venture to be. I could write 
ena pleasant collection. Several of them are Reformers, Mr. Philip 
Francis, little Michacl Angelo, &c. &c. &c. but none of them are disposed 
to extend the question of Reform in a more important department. 


D'ou ce Visage enfin, plus pale qu'un Rentier, 

A Vaspect D'un ARRNT * qui retranche un quartier? 

Qui vous a pu plonger dans cet humcur chagrine! 

A-t-on par quelque edit reforme la cuisine? Boileau, Sat. z. 


d Dr. Morosophos now and then dabbled in the funds. The Gentle- 
men of the stock Exchange, or the College, (as it is termed in City-wit) are 
much indebted to that eminent calculator of the diſſerent payments, Mr. 
Hemings. Boyd, Benfield, Solomon Solomon, Nathan Solomon, E. P. 
Solomon, Thelusson, Old Daniel Giles, Mr. Battic, Lord Lansdowne, 
Dr. Moore, Little Count Rupee, and all those who look an eigbth better or 
worse for the opening, know that I am wright, in pronouncing the pane- 
gyric of this learned classic on the Stock Exchange. 


* Prens moi le bon parti; laisse IA tous les livres. 
Exerce-toi, mon fils, dans ces hautes sciences; 
Prens, an lieu d'un Platon, ce Guidon des Finances.“ 

Avis de Boileau, Sat. 8. 


ä 


* Mr, Pitt is supposed to have taken his hint of the guadruple assess- 
ment from Boileau, and to have imbroved upon it. 
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Nor tax, nor loan he fear'd, at table free, 

And drank the Minister with three times threc, 
Till with a pun old Caleb ® crown'd the whole, 

« Consols, and not philosophy, console.“ 320 
He talk'd, like Indian“ Rennell, rather long; 
And would at times regale you with a song: 

But seldom that; in music though a prig, 

The little Doctor swell'd and look'd so big: 

Nay to Greek notes would trill a Grecian ode, 
In diatonic kind and Lydian mode, 


5  O— 


e This verse was evidently written after the 26th of Feb. 10 
after the order of Council was sent to the Bank of England, when t. 
whole nation was made to pass through the pillars of Hercules. 

f Certainly Dr. Morosophos did this, beſore Mr. PiTT ( 
rabidd TR14 guttura pandens ) conceived the idea of the triple asse 
or, perhaps, three times three.—(Nov. 1797.) Sir Robert Her 
though no great poet, understands this subject better than I do. e 
read, aurea prima sata est ætas, et vindice nullo, &c. &c. Ori, 4 
compare Sir Robert's very sensible Autumnal Sketch of Finances in 1797 
The tints of Autumn are favourable to painters of sketches. Set 4/59 
« An Address to Mr. Pitt on the Triple Assessment.“ 

g Caleb Whitefoord, Esq.—N. B. If you do but touch him, puns st 
as ready as quills upon the fretful porcupine. I wish him hes 21d 
spirits for many a year, in a green old age; and then with the p 
of Horace, Vitd cedat, uti conviva Satur. 

h Major James Rennell, the great Geographer of India, 5% 
A gentleman to whose accuracy and extent of knowledge this counts 
considerably indebted. But this has nothing to do with bis convers%!'s 

1 Dr. Morosophos, the man of method, was rather troublesome“ 
his friends on this subject of Greek Music. He wished to pas 
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And then with Burney, as his fit grew warmer, 


'onvers'd of Stentor the great * throat performer; 


And with Raimondi's fire, and warlike art, 


6 


Play d some French General's obligato & part. 330 A 
— e 11 
mother Meibomius. But there is still reason to think that he never saw | { 
the three hymns to Calliope, Apollo, and Nemesis, printed with the 1 
„eck musical notes to which they were sung, at the end of the Oxford MN | 
dition of Aratus in 1672, by Dr. Fell, or the more accurate copy of these 1 
uns in Mr. Burette's Memoire on this subject. Memoires de VAcade- 4 
ie des Iuscriptions Tom. 5.— Dr. Morosophos knew but little of the 1 | 
ystem of the Lydian mode in the diatonic genus. There is also reason 4 
o think that he knew as little, as Bishop Horsley, of the Ilporauptavouuccs 1 


he TT#T4 bar, or the Tlapurary piowv, KC. 
S | © Stentor is celebrated by Homer as the most illustrious throat- 
Wer /ormer of antiquity.” Burney's Hist. of Music 4to. vol. I. p. 350. 
kk TI allude to Signor Raimondi's exquisite and interesting piece of 
nstrumental music intended to express 4 BATTLE. It is called a BaT- 
LE SYMPHONY. It consists of eight different movements, in which 
Wn! Raimondi powerfully calls on the imagination of the hearer 
| assist the composer. The third movement amuses and alarms me the 
Post. It announces THE Councit or R, composed of ErGuT GENE- 
W #15, represented by E1GHT different INSTRUMENTS obligati, which 
hat, in their accord, in a general cadence, EXPRESS THEIR UNANI- 
os RESOLUTION OF GIVING BATTLE!” Bravo, Maestro!!! E Gu- 
prelm?! che ti lo dice. In this manner, Dumourier, Custine, Pichegru, 
liranda, Heche, Berthier, Angereau, and Buonaparte, have each played 
err obligato parts in Europe, as assigned them, con urid, by the Con- 
ention and che musical Directory of France. Europe has by no means 
Preroved of the general cadence: but THE CoNnceRr is still proceeding in 
= | the harmony of horror and barbaric symphony. 


Rendono un alto suon, ch' à quel &accorda 
Con che i vicin cadendo il Nilo assorda !* 


9 Ariosto. O. Fur 1080. Ls 16. 
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Banks gave him morning lessons how to dress, 


And Morgan * whisper'd courage and finesse. 


A Poet too he was, not very bright, h. 
Something between a Jerningham and ® Knight: nd 
He dealt in tragic, epic, critic lore, 8 
With half, whole plans, and episodes in store, 8 


Metbod was all; yet would he seldom write, 
He fear'd the ground - plot wrong, or out of sigi. 
At last Tut Docron gave his friends a work! 33 


(Not verse, like Cowper, or high prose, like Burke) 


CHAMBERS ABRIDG'D! in sooth 'twas all he read, 


From fruitful A to unproductive Zed. 


1 


But with respect to Great Britain, I hope and trust that a Band of ov 
own British musicians will put to silence and drown all their obligat part 
on their citizen rafts and barges, by a general cadence, and a wel. 
executed, masterly, choral performance of oUR own I aTER Nys1 
(February, 1798.) 

| Sir Joseph Banks, Bart, &c. 1 speak only of“ Morning Babil. 
„ ments.“ | 

m Maurice Morgan, Esq. an ingenious writer, author of the c 
Extravaganza on the Courage of Sir John Falstaff. Mr. Morgan is kno 
to his friends by the name of Sir Jobn. In lis politics, he is of the Lal 
down School. 

n FEnight and Jerningham. 


« Soyez, plutot magon, si c'est votre talent, 
« uvrier estime dans un art necessaire, 
« Iu 'ecrivain du commun, et pocte vulgairc.“ 


Avis de Boileau, / I P. C 


114 


** 


"hat then? forever shall we wildly stray, 


nd pluck each hare-bell in the flow'ry way, 

dr void of judgment, fire, or critic force, 

Nioop to each golden apple in the course ? 
never can with argument dispense ; 


ope gave the verse, but Warburton * the sense. 


AUTHOR. 


is true; by plan and syllabus ? confin'd, 

night thus composes first the reader's mind. 350 
0 rouse attention 1s the poet's art, 

night calls to sleep, and acts a civil part, 

dave to his view when foul Priapus * rose, 

e wak'd to lust, in stimulating prose. 


8 Ft ID =O 


® Octavious is right in some degree. The commentary of Warbur- 
pn on Pope's moral Poems is peculiarly valuable, and explains many 
emu2 inconsistencies. Pope thought so himself. 


P Par classes et par titres, 
Dogmatizer en vers et rimer par chapitres. Boileau Sat. 8. 115+ 


Aer the spirited words of Clemens Alexandrinus, from his Ae Ilporpt- 
0 0 
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Concerning Mr. Knight's Treatise on the Worship of Priapus, in 
; dition to what I before said (P. of L. Dial. 1. v. 134. Note (g) I shall 
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But though that Garden-God forsaken dies; 


Another Cleland = see in Lewis 5 rise. 


—_— — > 


— 2 


ines ig Tu; Exnmas, or *Admonitio ad Gentes:“ & Tavre , 5 
——— apy,trvta, 4E, THE Ve peas as Pr0)0Yiet, RUTH T ver- 
* prevorrwy ua Otuy as J. Jen, =-Harienei, xa YUpevers X0p2i, v4 
« MOPINN ENTAZEIZ, 7&4 ypuP4s W730 vaHvarieruc :i--- Hag, Vi T4 
ra, TYTOpVSuXacty 04 o ,,, & ous Mitcoiyturact, N S i „ 700 
© ED , Kai To tO Tu πνęT og Dfyxt wrdpfarric) Hr. (Jeg. 
Alex. Edit. Commelin. 1616, p. 30, &c.—-1 now dismiss this odious le 
tise on Priapus forever.---N. B. The learned reader will recollect h. 
Clemens Alexandrinus lived in the third century under Alexander $-very 
and Caracalla, was a native of Athens, and that the famous Origen 
in his school. 

r John Cleland, author of“ Tbe Memoirs of a Woman of Plex 
© sure.“ 

s M. Lewis, Esq. M. P. author of“ The Monk a Romance, ! 
« Vols.” (Vol. 2. Ch. 6. and 7.) See my observations at length in t. 
pre face to this Fourth Dial. of the P. of I. — The publication of thi 
novel by a Member of Parliament is in itself so serious an offence to the 
public, that I know not how the author can repair this breach of public 
decency, but by suppressing it himself. Or he might omit the indecer! 
and blasphemous passages in another edition; there is neither genius nv 
wit in them, and the work as a composition would receive great advantz;% 
I wish he may at least take this advice. I will give Mr. Lew: w 
cxtract from the ninth book of the History of Procopius, called th 
Historia Arcana of the emperor Justinian and the infamous 'Theodoth 
The words are these. 

ANA Th peos 2706. n085 T3pipvernpeorivouxt 7x0 To Avrbpors o 474011 t. 
„ ATovTa V avTy TH Ths Luxus rab dr ay &Z10x, ps DD dv bal 
„% Exit 00TH toy nous THY UT} THY TETPRYMEINY THY GUTYUMIY, BY a7 2511 71 
. gyro ,0050 Seu Pairtodai, rr In w0584c TAPEv0phids x Tape ther 
& Ac THY avuiduacy at TH peerw ms Toon Anuirc, fhoTR T5 xs E 71)" 
es h rug jiapewrara; aps.” Procop. Histor. Arcan. Lib. 9. 


— . S- 4 ” _ 4 a — — — 0 ce —— IEEE — —ͤ—— — — — — —-— — — 
Nr 7 R N rarer 
0 g ' 
l * , 
: 


1 1 } 


Vhy sleep the ministers of truth and law? 


* 


las the State no controul, no decent awe, 


3 
— - 


6. Ed. Fol. Lugdun. 1623.— wish Mr. Lewis may read and profit from 


pf passage. (July 1797.) 
Novels of this seductive and libidinons tendency excite disgust, fear 
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ind horror, in every man and woman who reflect upon those virtues which 
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lone give support, comfort and continuance, to human Society. The 
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nterests of society and the essential welfare, and even the very existence, 


— 


pf this kingdom, authorise any man, though conscious of manifold frailties, 
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Wo $peak in the manner 1 have done. For we cannot long deceive 
durselves. Poetical men, of loose and ungoverned morals, can offer to us 


hn.” —— 
3 _ 
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dr to themselves but feeble consolations from wit aud imagery, when 
eſt to zolitary reflection and the agony of remorse. I never found this 
ubject so well represented, and so unanswerably enforced to every under- 
ding, capable of recalling itself from vicious conduct and irregular 
nations, as in this short sentence: © Whoever wnoLLY give themselves 
Lust, will soon find it to be the least fault they are guilty of.” 

In this place I cannet help recominending, with peculiar earnestness, 
he attentive perusal of one of the most instructive and useful short pieces 
of Biography which I ever read, in the life of Dr. Johnson, by the learned 
Sir John Hawkins: from p. 222 to p. 232. It is particularly important 
to many young men who live in the allurements of a great and high- 
viced town, or among freethinking literati and the more calm and sober 
| $cncualizts, It is the account of Mr. Jobn Dyer, a man of genius, polite- 
EM learning. The conclusion of it in the words of Sir John Haw- 
kins is very impressive. © I have been thus particular in the history of 
* thts accomplisbed and hopeful young man, whom J once loved with the 
* allection of a brother, with @ view to ober the tendency of idleness, and 
WH point out at what avenue Vice may gain admittance in minds scemiugly 
*K the most Strongly fortified. The as8ailable part of his mind was laxity 
* of principle; at this entered infidelity, which was followed by such 
© temptations to pleasure as he could sc no reason to resist. These led on 
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While each with each in madd'ning orgies vie, 
Pandars to lust and licens'd blasphemy ? 360 
Can Senates hear without a kindred rage? 
Oh may a poet's light'ning blast the page, 
Nor with the bolt of Nemesis in yain 
Supply the laws, that wake not to restrain. 

Is ignorance the plea? since Blackstone dre 
The lucid chart, each labyrinth has a clue, 
Each law an index: students aptly turn 
To Williams, IIale, judicious © Cox, and Burn; 
Obscenity has now her code and priest, 


While Anarchy prepares the dire Digest. 


again be given to this country, (Added November, 1797.) 


Le. quand — — 0 « PR 


« desires after the means of gratification, and the pursuit of thei was 
his destruction.“ ; 

To conclude. Whatever I have said on the subject of this Novel, 
called THE Moxk, I shall leave as matter of record, whether tie Novel 
is altered, or not. The tenor of the whole is reprehensible. T leave it 1s 
a protest against such a work, published in such a manner, by a Gent'c- 
man in the high, honourable, and responsible station of a Member ot 
Parliament. It is hoped and expected that no similar work will ever 


t Samuel Cox, Esq. of the Court of Chancery, the Editor (at bis 
leisure hours) of the reports of Peere Williams, I am not very coversant 
with professional law books, but a learned person shewed me Mr. Cox? 
mode of illustration, and desired me to consider it. I really unk, it 
seems as a model for all future Editors of Reports of former years Thus 
plan is. evidently the mode of a most judicious understanding and of 4 
well-read Lawyer. Transeat in exemplum ! 


— — 
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Methinks as in a theatre I stand, 
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Where Vice and Folly saunter hand in hand, | 
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With each strange form in motley masquerade, 
Featur'd grimace, and impudence pourtray'd; 
While Virtue, hov'ring o'er th' unhallow'd room, 
cems a dim speck thro' Sin's surrounding gloom. 
Is chro' the smoak-soil'd glass we spy from far 
The circling radiance: of the Sirian Star, 
Faint wax the beams, if strong the fumy tint, 
; Till the star fades, a mathematic point. 380 
Sure from the womb I was untimely torn, 
Or in some rude inclement season born; 
The State turns harsh on fortune's grating hinge, 
and 1 untaught to beg, or crouch, or cringe. 
For me the fates no golden texture weave, 


Though happier far to give than to receive: 


Yet with unvaulting sober wishes blest, 


8 Ambition fled with envy from my breast; 


| u * It the eye-glats be tincted faintly with the smoke of a lamp or 
woch to obscure the light of the star, the fainter light in the circum- 

* terence of the star ceases to be visible, and the star (if the glass be 
* suſhciently soiled with smoke) appears something more like a mathe- 
E: © matic point.“ Newton's Optics, Prop. 7, Theor. 6. 


* 


L 294 J 


For friendship form'd, I feel, in realms above. 


My Saturn temper'd by the beam of Jove. 39 


, f O! 
I cannot, will not, stoop with boys to rise, 5 ha, 
-. * * * * , 
And seize on Pitt, like Canning, * by surprise. s 
Be led through Treasury vaults in airy dance, au 
o . * o 4 
And flatter'd into insignificance. 
I cannot, will not, in a college gown, =. 
Vent my first nonsense on a patient town, 
Quit the dull Cam, and ponder in the park . 
. ” | a! 
A six-weeks Epic, or a Joan of Arc. 8 
I leave these early transports, and the calm VE 
Complacence, and the softly trickling balm 400 
x George Canning, Esq. M. P. Under Secretary of State, an i Thy 
of much ingenuity, liveliness, and learning. | #7 
xx The Novels, Farces, most of the Plays, Romances, Balla, an dlep 
Pantomimes, of the day, are all founded on Surprise. Why et tbe Nos 
ministerial Coups de Tbeatre? <q | 
y Robert Southy, anthor of many ingenious pieces of poetry gre! "hi 
promise, if the young gentleman would recollect what old Chaucer sa), i, 
of poetry, | it i 
« 'Tis every dele * 


«K A rock of ice and not of steel.“ 


He gave the public a long quarto volume of epic verses, Joan or Ai 
written, as he says in the preface, in six weeks. Had he meant fit 
well, he should have kept it at least six years.---I mention this, fo” I hae 
been much pleased with many of the young gentleman's little cop'cs 0! 
verses- 1 wish also that he would review Some of bis principles. 


elf consolation sheds! more sweet than all 

g Burke felt in senates, or Impeachment's Hall; 

3 orne to that course, where thund'ring from afar 

| The Great Auruncian drove his primal car. 

| F*ennow, when all I view afflicts my sight, 

All that Horne Tooke * can plot, or Godwin write; 


z Lucius. 
3 Mr. Horne Tookk, in the conclusion of his “ Diversions of 
« Purley,” makes an apology for applying himselt to subjects so trivial as 
© grammatical discussions, in the year 1786. He uses the words of an 
alan poet, which are very remarkable, though they never have been 
much noticed. 


« Perche altrove non have 

„% Dove voltare il viso, 

« Che gli e stato interciso 

« Mostrar CON ALTRE IMPRESE oltra virtude.” 


The hour was however approaching, when bis countenance was to be turn- 
ed to other thoughts, and he was to display other talents which had almost 
slept since the time of Junius. At the blast of the French revolution he 
awoke from grammatical slumber, and found that other enterprises await- 
ed him. We have traced his proceedings till his trial at the Old Bailey 
for high treason, November 4, 1794; His plans were UNFOLDED, and 
trough be was acquitted, and“ Execution was not done on Cawdor,” yet 


WE |! 15 n0t impossible that bereafter, (after his decease,) some honest chro- 
aicler may be found, 


„ Who will report (in private) 

“That very frankly he conſess'd bis treasoms, 
** Implor'd Bis country's pardon, and set forth 
A deep repentance.” Macbeth. 


15 = EW IN ae VA > IRA ig r „„ 
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prehend perhaps more. But as I think the whole Kingdom is fully, and deen 


the extent, the influence, and che terror of the grand Revolutionary Fr. 
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Now when Translation to a pest is grown, 
And Holeroft to French treason adds his own; 
When Gallic Diderot in vain we shun, 

His blasted pencil, Fatalist, à and Nun; 410 
When St. Pol * sounds the sacring bell, that call. 
His Priests en masse from Charles's ruin'd walls: 


* — — 


Till that hour arrives, I shall wait for the continuation of his gramm tic: 
researches, Which are promised to the world, with the celebrated wis) 1 
the Satirist, f 

Ut vellem Bis potius nugis tota i/la dedisset 

TEMPORA SAvVITIE! 
From the abilities and uncommon erudition of Mr. Horne Tooke | crea 
much, and from the calmness and mildness of his conversation I should ap- 


ly, and solemnly, and unalterably impressed with the nature, the maligniiy, 


ciple, and the desperate fury of Reforming societies and embodied faction, 
T trust Great Britain and ler Ministers will never suffer the arm of 
and of vigilance to remit or to relax its energies. (November, 179%. 

b See an account of this weak and contemptible writer, Willen 
Godwin, and his Political Justice, in Dialogue III. of the P. of . — 07 
also a future note in this part of the Poem. 

c. Thomas Holcroft.— An author, translator of plays and novel, at! 
a would-be directing Statesman, tried for High Treason at the Old Baile) 
in 1794, and acquitted. He is also one of the Clairvoyans, and „ the 
order of the Chevaliers des Lunettes in the meridian of Hyde Park. r 
Tooke cannot be much pleased with this compeer. Scurra degrunn't prior 
See the fable. (1797.) : ; 

d The names of his posthumous novels, translated for the benefit of 
Great Britain. 5 | 

e The Bishop of St. Pol. de Leon, to whom the care of the French 
Emigrant priests is committed en masse. The reader may recolle-: ben 


r 907 1 


i When Thelwall, * for the season, quits the Strand 


o organize revolt by sea and land: 

Vhen Barristers 5 turn authors; authors“ prate; 
'harles Fox allegiance dares to calculate, 

And with his sulph'rous torch relumes the pile 


Wich unaverted i face, and ghastly smile; 418 


n. 


ere maintained in the old mansion built by Charles the Second at Win- 
icster.— The reader may be surprised, but he will find by the papers 
aid on the table of the House of Commons, on the 2185t of December, 
4 796, that no less a sum than 540,000). was issued in one year for French 
Wriccts and Emigrants, sacred and profane.---See the Preface to the P. of 
. Dialogue IV. 

t This indefatigable incendiary and missionary of the French Pro- 
Wpaganda, Jobn Thelwall, has now his Schools of Reason in country 
| owns, &c. &c. Nepioows rwnxvoutve. (1797+) 

g Mr. Barrister Erskine.--See more of him and his pamphlet on 
Whe French war in a future note. 

h 1 refer to the House of Commons. ; 

i In ancient times among the Romans, when the public ministers of 

neral obsequies get fire to the pile, they turned us ide their faces. 
Triste ministerium! subjectam more parentum 
Aversi tenuere facem. (Virg. An. 6.) 
vot so the Right Honourable CHARLES James Fox! 

As Mr. Fox loves Greek and reads Greek, (nugari solitus Grecs) 1 
Wl ic my opinion of Mr. Fox's en, and eloquence in that language. 
deen say of it; Hraeces ve 6 echtes rug alas, 1 cο, 6AM) 
ET OAoyiCuou Tov Tp0X0v Th; Yiviotwsy, , @AoyeGoperry d vio Tag Teens, 
ATATYETOY XKHAK EY, MECTY its bavarnPepe. If Mr. Fox would attend to 
bree author, he might learn the x areoTpoPn, and the wpavras 
WP Nen Mr. Fox may possibly read what I gay. As Mr. Fox is 


Pp 
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Now when, beneath the dread rRATERN AL ii frow: 


—_— — —_— K 


—_{ 4 2 


now (June 1797) studying Mr. Gibbon's History, he will find many 
instructive lesson for his public conduct. Mr. Fox, I know cannot al 
construe Mr. Gibbon's English, and is in the habit of consulting s frienk 
on the meaning of many passages and sentences; but without much a 
cess. His friends can confirm what I say, if they think proper.“ 1 alw, 


feel an interest in Mr. Fox's studies, whether he is reading Gibbon, ; 
culling simples on St. Ann's Hill with Aspasia, or poring on the Ody::, 
in lamentation over his departed friends in the House of Commons, in 
old Bard's language, | 


Aprogetvos 1» T6 vn xa: NooToy ETxipey, | 3s | 
AAA ud" as Era pus $puraTo, t£:45y0; p. f * 
| But his Ere:po; or Friends are said to have left him only on one account, s * 
his good humour and ability have never forsaken him. The account i: 8... 
# this, deep, short, and full: 5 
| | © Emu T peens i£poy TToAHd goy ep.“ | | £ our 
| | On this subject I would now, II add a remark or two. I wovld re | a 
Wd || mind Mr. Fox, on the subject of Radical Reform, or any similut 5ubject, W |! « 
| | that the Historian De Bello Civili has recorded this expression 0! (1 _ 

i Gracchus; ** Alpows THN BOTAHN (Senatum) xabapnry.” The Hit a 
rian proceeds to say, than when THE MEASURRS of Caius Grace has 
| | been tried and taken effect, his words were found to be true. © Tz 7 1e 
i | „ Tpoiorres EE NMEIPAN, aii er 6:Oavivai To iro; Ts P 2 ; 8 
1 4 74 rü ANEETPA®OOAL TO KPATOE THE HOAITEIAE!!!"** Ar 2 
i n= 0 6 
| 25 ; D «p 
| Perhaps Mr. Fox may understand and coustrue the follow ng 5 * 
| | tence from the luminous Historian. © An aspiring candidate aj be Ws 
« tempted to build bis greatness on the public confusion, but it is the imer = ... 
| « est as well as the duty of TE SOVEREIGN 40 maintain the authority | W wor 
| « the laws.” Gibbon, Vol. 7, p. 80, Ed. 8vo. | | PP 
+ Od. L. 1. $: Od. 1. 1. v. 2. March, 1798. u 

„ Apvian, De Bello Civili, Lib. 1, p. 363. Edit. H. Steph. 159% A 


F-20099 1 


E HARP revers'd grates discord on the Crown 420 


7 Wn 


he words plain to this learned modern Grecian? Does Mr. Fox under- 


ad? Let me also add, that in after times The Tribune Vatinius con- 
erred on Cæsar the government of Cisalpine Gaul; and, what is singular 


enough, in the very same days Gabinius, a Consul of profiigate character, 
aszured the people, “ Errare Cives, si tum Senatum aliquid in Republica 
6 no53e arbitrabantur.” Cicero Orat. pro Sext. 12---9ce the great Chapter 
De Mutatis Mutandis, by THE NEW TrRIUMVIRATE in England.“ 


Mirantur taciti, et DUB10 PRO FULMINE pendent ! 


The further I extend my researches, political or historical, the less 
do I find any thing which, in goveruments and states, and in the revolu- 
tions of governments, is absolutely new in kind, but in degree, new 
beyond comparison. But as to the objects of fear, caution, and appre- 
hension, I see them more and more; the events of which will be new and 
terrible indeed to Great Britain, if we do not find mercy in this day of 
wrath, horror, and convulsion. Yet I think I see, at the same time, 
our means of Defence increased, and the spirit, generosity, and resolu- 
tion of Oux GREAT NATION raised and animated to act, AS ONE MAN. 
If ever there was a time, when the Ministers of a Country might feel an 
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* Sir R. Walpole spoke with spirit on the Seceders from Parliament 
in 1742. Mr. Coxe in his important and very valuable Memoirs (and 
original diplomatic correspondence) of that Minister, observes that, © The 
* consequence of this measure was to the Seceders disappointment and 
speedy repentance, to the Ministers satisfaction and triumph. They 
* even flattered themselves with the hopes of being called back to their 
posts. They soon experienced the ill policy of their conduct. The 
* nation was not inflamed by their conduct.“ Sce and read the Memoirs, 
of Sir R. Walpole. Vol. 1. 4to, page 606. Mr. Fox, who, as well a8 
every other statesman, will certainly peruse this curious and instructive 
work, should remember a saying of Lord Bolingbroke the enemy and 
opposer pt Walpole: „History is Philosophy teaching by examples.“ 
(March 1798.) | 
7 Stat. Thebaid. L. 10. 
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When Transatlantic Emigrants can roam 


But to return, and praise our English home 
Now, when the French defend us in disgrace. 
French swords, French fraud, French priests, an er 

French grimace; . 
— ä — 1 


assurance within themselves that TAE GENERAL PRINCIPLES, on which 


they bave acted, have been just and justifiable, and that they mig): 


throw thems-lves on the judgment of their Country; in my opinion, it 
the present hour. The state of Europe has pROVED the intentions 0 
France from the first moment of her Revolution; and every historical 
document daily confirms the proof. Though I profess no personal pred. 
lection for Mr. P1tT, yet I join in the common gratitude for his fine 
unbending and inflexible perseverance in general principles, which, order 
Providence, may yet prove our salvation. Upon very serious and mur; 
reflection, I feel a rooted and unconquerable veneration for this great an! 
transcendent character. 

ö Ut te, fortissime Teucrim, 

Accipio agnoscoque libens! ut verba Parentis, 


Et vocem Anchise magni mentemque recordor ! 


ik I allude to 2 UnoN or French Brotherhood in Ireland with chen 
Book of Death. - See the Reports of the Irish Parliamentary Committee, 
and the memorable speech of the Right Honourable John Earl ot e 
Lord High Chancellor of Ireland, in the House of Lords on thc 19:! 
February, 1798, on the motion of the Earl of Moira. (Re- printed, 
Wright, Piccadilly.) The verbal variations of the editions of it are 0 
little consequence. The whole of it should be read, as spoken by that 
eloquent, learned, well-informed, patriotic, and undaunted States man. 
k See Mr. Cooper of Manchester's Account on his return fron 
America, and Letters of some wandering Journeyman Weaver or Car- 
penter, I forget which, &c. &c. © Impudens liqui patrios Penates, &. 
'+ 1 allude to the French Emigrant Regiments, enrolled in tit 
British army. Surely this is a measure of government unwise, and un. 
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Wen England changes arms—at such a view 


ust 1 find metbod, verse, and patience too? 
Ny verse, the thunder of a Patriot's voice, 

cries loud to ALL who Excri.anD make their choice, 
| Throw wide that portal; let no Roman wait, 429 
| « But march with Priestly thro” the dextral gate. 


— 


a countable on any sound principle; a project of desperation, one would 
Wthink. 1s this a time for Englishmen to say, 


Mutemus clypeos, Danaũmque insignia NOBIS 
Aptemus. (July, 1797.) 
m „ Through the dextral gate !”---My allusion is this. In ancient 
Wtime:, the most frequented roads to the city of Rome had double gates. 
They who came into the city passed through the left-hand gate; and 
bey who went our or THE CITY took the right-hand gate. See Nardini 
oma Antica, L. 10. c. 9. Pliny, in his Natural History, in the chap- 
ter de Roma, Lib. 3. c. 5, speaking of the gates of the city, says, “ that 
twelve of the thirty-seven gates should only be numbered once (semel 
numerari).“ The expression is odd, but it alludes to such of those 
We ts as were double in this sense. This was not unknown in other 
iehan cities. The Porta de' Borsarj at Verona (in the opinion of the 
lorquese Scipio Maffei, Verona Illustrata, Part z.) was in reality a 
Wt win or double gate, though it has been mistaken by some antiquaries 
or an arch of triumph. 
In times like the present, I would never shut those double gates in any 
Wt, when the turbulent, discontented, and factious wish to retire into 
Worcign parts. We all remember, that Sir Arthur Hazelrig, John Hamp- 
een, and Oliver Cromwell, being ready to sail for America, were $70P- 
= by order of Council! Hume's words are very strong and remark- 
. *. in this Lecturing age. They (i. e. Hampden, Hazelrig, and 
8 well) bad resolved forever to abandon their native country, and 
iy to the other extremity of the globe, where they might enjoy lectures 
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OCTAVIUS. 
Talk thus, e'en Horsley shall applaud: proceed. 
AUTHOR. 


The tears that Britain sheds, her wounds that blce(, 
Call for a fost'ring hand, the balm of PRAck; 
Not styptics, which the sanguine tide increase, 
Such as State-quacks, or Barristers expose 
For fame and sale, and sleeping might disclose 
In state affairs all Barristers are dull, 

And ExskixE nods, the opium ® in his skull. 


tr. 


Le 


« and discourses of any length or form that pleased them,” Mr. Hun: 
adds, very significantly, “ The King had afterwards full leisure to repen! 
e this exercise of his authority.” Hume's Hist. Vol. 6, p. 311, Ed. 
$8V0. 1773. f 

n Erskine. Mr. Barrister Erskine is famous for taking opium 
great quantities, (I have often heard him speak in praise of it) and if he 
proceeds in this manner, it is apprehended that his political faculties wil! 
die of too large a dose, of which there are many symptoms already. Bu! 
all my observations are confined to his political conduct and carecr. They 
are not extended to his professional character, which is great, or o 
private life, which no man is inclined to respect more than myself. But 
his political doctrines are plunging and dangerous. Mr, Erskine has in. 
formed the public, that he has not the talents of a-statesman, which, i! 
common with the kingdom at large, I readily admit as a part of my polit. 
cal creed; though it is so very plain, as hardly to be an article of faith, 
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harr 


Oeve 
ah: 
Dem 
Lie 
Dem, 
think 


or Is 
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Saw'st thou, (or did my troubled fancy dream?) 


{High o'er yon cliff, in majesty supreme, 440 
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pes late flimsy and puerile “ View of the Causes and Consequences of 

W « the present French War,”* he comes forth to the public, a goÞ:ormnwy 
«a eoGagu;, to use an expression from Themistius; but I cannot stile , 
lim in the words of that orator, before the Emperor Constantius, as ArvÞs 
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woigns Ours prTtz;ov, Zwoy epaviey, ext Jobe To 1585 % $34lEAHAy.T 1 
positively will not translate this Greek, either for the Barrister himself or 
the country members, or the electors of the town of Portsmouth; but I 
shall leave it to be rendered faithfully by the Reverend Dr. Parr, or Mr. 
Erskine's language master. Indeed in this age we require nothing hut 
what we call, eloquence ; though the term is miserably abused. But such 
as it is, eloquence in the political world is like charity in the Christian 
character; without it a man is counted dead. 
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In ancient times however, in one particular there was 'a great and 
essential difference from the present. Perhaps it may not be without 
use to hint or remind some persons, that in Greece and Athens, “apud 
« Greciam, (in the opinion and triumphant language of Cicero,)“ quæ 
„semper KLOUEN TIA PRINCEPS ESSE VOLUIT, atque illas omnium 
% doctrinarum inventrices Athenas, in quibus SUMNA DICENDI vis et 
« inventa est et PERFECTA;” in Greece and Athens, I say, Orators and 
Barrizters were never permitted to make any epilogus or peroration what- 
<0ever in the courts of law, or in the senate. * Epilogos illi mos civitatis 
* abstulerat,” says Quintilian; (L. 10. c. f.) and from whom? From 
Demosthenes. On which passage the learned Turnebus observes, “ Non 
* Licebat Athenis affectum movere, ac ne Epilogo quidem uti;“ and yer 
Demosthenes appeared under this restriction. What does Mr. Erskine 
think? Has he ever read the Pleadings for the Crown, or against Midias, 
or Ilie Tlaperrpeo eu !} 
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* De Orat. L. f. t 1797. 
} Themist. Orat. p. 3. Ed. fol. Harduini, 1684. 

Mr. Erskine, if he ever read this last oration, may perhaps recol- 
lee* the allusion to the Water-Clock, by which the length of public 
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Vengeance his attribute, (and, as he trod, 


The conscious waves roll'd back!) the passing Gy, | | 


That shook old Ocean's empire? from beneath 


Strange threat'ningnotes in hollow murmurs breaths 


— — 
— — 


Mr. Erskine always appears to me below his natural size, when he :neal; 
in the House of Commons. I have too often disliked thelmanner and t. 
matter. In Westminster-Hall he is without an equal. He has no 
in the eloquence adapted to the Bar and a Jury. But as he confesses him. 
self no Statesman, he should have spoken with more modesty and «zfer. 
ence on political subjects, to those who are confessedly great statesmen in 
the esteem of the country. I will leave in Mr. Erskine's ear the wor: 
which Demosthenes thundered against Androtion. It cannot however he 
supposed for a moment, that I can mean to compare a gentleman of genius 
and distinction like Mr. Erskine, with such a being as Androtioi, I on 
give the words, and Dr. Parr may translate them if he pleases. 5. 
* b 1 Helge, N en r apt tre * Bπ , WHOACYETO . 
© ue av, & Avdpss Abt, Ta; vepers nexeods ras Taru, as xaTE THY 211) 
* be pidey, S © Tag EXANGIHI;, £74 r GnfetT05;, Jus X01 £% SU H 
&« fr CtATIS; xx ik SANT. 
In conclusion, I recommend to all persons who have an itch for wit 
ing or speaking, in public or private, from Mr. Barrister Erskine down to 
Mr. Dent and his dogs, to study with care the following passage fron 


* — 


speeches was regulated. Oed“ e E ravs' dp waits £wor. 71 lic Ut 
of this Clepsydra is proved from various authorities by the learned Sigonius 
concerning the customs of the Athenians. I am told it is in contempls 
tion to have Clepsydræ or Water-Clocks in either House of Parliament 
and in all the Courts of Law at Westminster. What an useful invent 
for the public! Such a custom might be safely adopted even from a 
nical democracy. We should never forget, such was the Constitution 9 
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* Demosth. Orat. Kara Ard porieves. Gr. Ed. Benenati. 1578. p- 39% 
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noarse through the deafen'd shrouds! But hush'd 
| the blast, 


Tux Tx1DENT is CONFIRM'D: the dream is past.“ 
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Lord Shaftesbury, in his #Advice to an Author.” The words are these: \ 
« Where the harm would be of spending some discourse, and bestowing 
a little breath and clear voice purely upon ourselves, I cannot sce. We 
| « might peradventure be less noisy and more profitable in company, if at 
convenient times we discharge some of our articulate sound, and SH 
« to ourselves viva voce, wben alone. Advice to an Author, Sect. 1. 
This anticipating remedy of Soliloquy the noble adviser prescribes against 
the disease called“ Tux Lzvrosy OFT ELoqQuENCE,” which is now a 
British Epidemic. Mr. Erskine, as I have been informed, has been un- 
der a regimen for a long time to no effect, and a Corimittee of Physicians 
and Surgeons (appointed by the House) who have examined Mr. Erskine's 
case, and the state of his blood, have reported it as their opinion, that this 
W Leprozsy of Eloquence, with which he is infected, is like the Leprosy of 
Naam an the Syrian, that it will cleave to him forever, except he rigidly 
adheres to Lorg/Shaftesbury's anticipating remedy of Soliloquy, and ab- 
$tains from speaking in all places but in the Court of King's Bench.— Ila 
ge jactet in aula Kouvs! (July, 1797.) 
o These lines were written and inserted here at the latter end of the 
month of May, 1797. 
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Proh dolor! Imperium Pelagi s zviqQur Tridentis, "1 
E Cui nunc sorte datum! Wl 
. A patriotic poet may be, I hope, in this instance prophetical: “ The 1 
„Dream is past.“ Behold the confirmation by Admiral Viscount Dun- 1 
= CG Earl St. Vincent, and Earl Howe, the great Naval Triumvirs. 1 . 
„ret ve Shall never again say, i 
. _ Eunt tutis TERRARUM CRIMIN.4 velis! vn 
oY Ex quo Jura_Freti, majestate mque repostam * 
= © f bop 5m 
1 Rupit Iasonid Puppis Pagases rapid!“ (November, 1797.) iſt 
A | | | 1 
1 „ Statius, Achill. L. 7. |. 
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Oh, strong against ourselves, and rashly bold 
No voice, as in the Hebrew fane of old, 
From Britain's centre to her utmost bounds, 
From parting ? angels in sad accent sounds; 4% 
Paine may blaspheme, Tone, Tooke, and Thelwal! 
mourn, 
Ou Ark is still by hallow'd hands upborne 


— 


ä — » 
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p I trust that Great Britain is yet firm, and that the guardians of 
her la ws and constitution will stand bold, undaunted, aud with dellberut 
valour. My allusion in the verse is this: After the profanation of 7 
TEMPLE at Jerusalem, under the Roman Emperor Titus, we rend (it i; 
recorded by their own Historian) that the voices of guardian angels were 
heard at the dead of night, crying out through its inmost recesses, M 7.454 
www Errivtir, Let us depart hence!“ See the seventh bood of the Je 
War, by Josephus, p. 1282. Edit. Hudsoni Oxon. I recommend the 
perusal of the whole of that wonderful section (Chap. go L. 7.) The 
Historian, in some parts of it, is scarcely inferior in spirit, language, ud 
sublimity, to Eschylus himself. Surely at this most awful hour when, 
I am almost tempted to say, the moral and the natural world seem to be 
breaking up together, when the most powerful European states aud pont 
lous eities have been convulsed or overthrown, can we hear, withont 
secret emotion, and without a kindred horror, what the Historian calls 
the Paraixay rr hAtN&yHO; CvpeOupopriymy, the r E740:4019) 
ce Fupi N en pe x vx Annie xgavyn' Can we read unmoved, Ovr: 1111144 
*© 1» Ng, r rp S παe˙ονντνντοοe Alu $64 pRLVOKCGVOL He ,⅜tde URGT IS i 07 jun 
6% Kt xpaveny turomoay. Euvnxt yrs Le xa Ta Tees opn, ap 
% reibe THY oppeny. Tu bopueure Habn Pobipwripe | KN. -T will make w. 
« apology for presenting the learned reader with this passage, Long 
nus would say, “Orr te α,⅜ 0s Aoyoi, Xa weCpebu; 4 £19962: 0/8 
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I 100 will call, loud through the gathering storm, 
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0 gε,Eruαν X01 S906 WV0)%"" (Sec. 9. de Sublim.) I expect his 
thanks and not his censure, if he is worthy to read it. 

q The Abb# BARUEL has done a public service to Europe, by his 
eloquent and perspicuous delineation of the History of Facobinism in his 
work intitled “ Memoires pour servir d bistoire du Facobinisme.” I by 
no means subscribe to all the Abbe's opinions and particular doctrines, or 
to his whims and fancies. But in the disposition of the whole work, I per- 
ceive the hand of a master. He has discovered and traced from the very 
zource the original Cabal, and its impious, infamous leaders; and he has 
laid down their scheme, and disposed the proofs from their own authen- 
tic writings and works, in a convincing, orderly, and logical arrangement. 
It is the best historical and critical commentary extant (except the events 
themselves) on Mr. Burke's first work, called “Reflections on the Revo- 
« lution in France.“ 1790. It is worthy to be read by all who are inter- 
ested in the great cause of Gob and man, and I hope it will be read and 
studied. | | l 

Finis et tas 
Tota retro; SERA VOLUMUS DECUS ADDERE MOoR TI! 

It is for such paramount reasons, that the Legislature and all the 
Magistrates of Great Britain are loudly called upon to control (while they 
yet can control with effect) by the law, and by the law alone, such works as 
those by Thomas Paine, and all the spawn of lewdness, infidelity, and de- 
mocracy, in their vigour or in their dotage; to repress by law such popu- 
lar works or novels as THE Monk, by M. Lewis, Esq. Member of Par- 
iament, which I have stated * amply, as indecent and blasphemous; and 
to watch over the proceedings of Dr. Geddes,f the new Translator of the 
Bible; The plain questions are these: © Art we #0 ke PRESERVED? and, 
* CAN WE BE PRESERVED?” The French Revolution is now matter of 
history, I mean of history speaking in every language of every nation of 
Europe. One establishment upholds another; and the fall of any one 
draws after it @ long Ruin. Read the Memoires of the Abbe BARUEL, 
and doubt, if you can, whether LiTERaTURE has power to kill and to 


* Preface to Dial. IV. of the P. of L. f Ib. Pref. to Dial. IV. 
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Godwin and Volney, Ruin and Reform; 


— — 


— — 


make alive. Atheist Statesmen always co-operate with Atheist Philos. 
phers, but are generally duped by, them. Ie prennent leurs ordres san, 
e savoir,“ said D'Alembert, in the plenitude of his impudence. 
grand triple Conspiracy and crusbing Cabal, under all its horrid formula. 
ries, against religion, regal power, and social order under moral restraint, 
has shewn what is the force and potency of LitTERATURE, stimulated 
and conducted by an exterminating philosophy. LET EN CEA »:. 
WARE AND LOOK TO HERSELF \ * 

r GoDwWin. 4s Ecce iterum Crispinus!“ and I wish I need not pc. 
ceed with the line, „Et est mihi sæpe vocandus in partes, Mons:rum 
&* nulla virtute redemptum.” — In my note in Dialogue 2, of the P. of 1, 
I thought 1 had taken leave of WILIA Gobwix; but he has again 
obtuaged himself upon the public, and I, as one of the public, sball give x 
a on his late book, called“ The Enquirer; or Reflections or 
« Education, Manners, and Literature, in a series of Essays.“ Of hi; 
Enquiry concerning Political Justice, the author differs in opinion rom 
me. He declares, in his Preface to his Enquirer, that *An Enquiry thus 
&« pursued on Political Justice, (i. e. as he, William Godwin, has pursucd 
6« 1t). is undoubtedly IN THE HIGHEST STYLE OF MAN!“ But as I have 
given my opinion upon it in the Third Dialogue of the P. of L. I 
say nothing here. Yet I might add, as it is recorded of the inde] Boaster 
before Thebes, 

Si tardius artus 
Cessissent, potuit fulmen meruisse secundum. f 


I shall take but a few chapters of his new book, for really I <hould 
fatigue myself and my reader past all sufferance, if I were to go through 
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* See also © the Proofs of a Conspiracy against all the Religions anc 
« Governments of Europe, carried on in the Secret Meetings of tree 
Masons, Illuminati, &c. &c. by J. Robison, A. M.“ A book of greit 
importance and solemn warning to this country, which should be peru 
with Abbe Baruel's work. They reflect a powerful light on each other, 
| + Thebaid. I. 10. 


14 
The Sophists unabash'd yet rear their head, 
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with it. The spirit and the manner is the same in all these Essays. The 
present volume,” (i. e. the Enquirer) he informs us, (Preface, p. 8.) © is 
x presented to the contemplative reader, not as dicta, but 48 THE MATE- 
„ Ks DF THINKING, and that they are committed to his mercy.” He 
Adds. “ that with as ardent a passion for innovation as ever, he, (i. e. Wil- 
6 liam Godwin) feels himself more patient and tranquil,” This is plea- 
want to himself certainly, but whether his opinions and their consequences 
will promote patience and tranquillity in other men, is all this we are con- 
cerned to know and to expose. He professes to write a moral work. It is 
miscellaneous and unconnected, whatever he may think. I would pre- 
mise there is a difference in considering a moral and a mere metaphysical 
Enquiry. In the latter it is just and necessary to take in all the parts of a 
system to know its efficacy and apparent truth; but in a moral work chere 
s not the same necessity, and for this plain reason: Mankind are guided in 
their actions, not by system, but by single impulses; by detached maxims, by 
aphorisms, by sentences, which have frequently the force of whole volumes. 
Whatever impels to action singly and by itself, may be considered also 
apart, and held forth either to approbation or to censure. For this impor- 
tant reason J shall offer some passages from © The Enquirer, by William 
„Godwin.“ The book perhaps has been read very little; but it is pub- 
lished and it may be read, and I am sure it ought to be criticised, not from 
its excellence or the ability of the writer, but from the subject matter. 
His first Chapter or Essay is, © Of awakening the Mind.“ He begins 
with vo very wise à sentence, that we are naturally prepared for much 
ot ruction. I have indeed been told, that Mr. Godwin's mother, like 
little lsaac's in Sheridan's Duenna, used to call him © Little Solomon.” 
What is this sentence? verbatim as follows: “ If individuals were uni- 
versally happy, the species would be happy!” Aguin. “ When a child 
is born, one of the earliest purposes of his institutor ought to be, to 
* gwaken bis mind, to breathe a soul into the, as yet unformed, mass.“ 
Whether the mass is the mind, or the mind the mass, and at what time 
the sout is to be breathed into the mind, is not quite clear; but it is very 
tructive, Mr. Godwin also thinks, that © it is not the abeurdest of 
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Their colours gaudy, though but idly spread. 1 
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« paradoxes td affirm, that the true object of juvenile education is tc W 5: 
« noone thing in particular, but (the reader will be rather surprised) jr. 
« vide, against the age of five-and-twenty, a mind well regulated, active, 


and prepared to learn.” It is to be remembered, that the genera! edy. = 
cation of mankind is the object under consideration. If the reader's mind = © 
is not awakened by such an alarum of nonsense, I think he must be deeply = 


intranced, ab fast as a modern watchman, or Mr. Godwin himself, chen 
he wrote the Chapter. | | 

Next comes Essay 2. On the utility of talents.” From this we 
learn, in Mr. Godwin's own words, that“ The only complete protection 
6 against the appellation of foo!, is to be the possessor of uncommon cups. 
« city;” and that «a Self-satis/ied, balf-witted fellow is the most ridicy. 
% lous of all things.” This is also very instructive, and lets us into the 
secret of Mr. Godwin's wits and his self-satisfaction. But I cannot think 
Mr. Godwin's instructions will “produce in his pupil or child” (if be 
has either) * one of the long-looked-for saviours of the buman race.” 1: 
might perhaps produce another Anacharsis Cloots, the Orator of the human 


race. Then come © The Sources of Genius,” in Essay 3, "The sent w 
ments are either so trite, or so absurd, or so wicked, that it is difhcul: t« me 
choose. One ot them I must seJect. Of the children of peasants, Mr, 1 
Godwin observes, That at che age of fourteen the very traces of under- " 
standing are obliterated. They are enlisted at the crimping hou of 8 
« oppression. They are brutified by immoderate and unremitting labour, " 
© Their hearts are bardened, and their spirits broken by all that they te, 
« all that they feel, and all that they look forward to. Tuts Is O t i 
© MOST INTERESTING POINTS OF VIEW in which we consider the present 1 
« order of society!“ It is the great s/aughter-bouse of genius, and oi : 
mind. It is the unrelenting murderer of hope and gaiety, of the love 0 > 
« reflection, and of the love of life.” (p. 16.) This is, I suppose, as 

this atrocious but foolish writer would call it, to promote patience and !rat- | Gs 
quillity among mankind! Mr. Godwin has not yet done. E ih! -4 


4th is on the same Sources. Here he proves too much for himself. e 


% 
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Better be dull than wicked; from the heart 


„* 


. „ 
1 
- 


zays, page 19. „There is an insanity among Philosophers, that has 
« hroug ht Philosophy itself into discredit.“ 

At the close of the eighteenth century, Mr. G. speaking of the suc- 
cession of events, and the manner in which we acquire ideas, delivers this 
dentence seriously and philosophically, with a view to be instructive as J 
zuppose. If any man was to tejl me that if 1 pull the trigger of my gun 
« g git and beautiful Horse will immediately appear starting from the 
« mouth of the tube; I can oxLyY answer, that I do not expect it, and that 
« jt is contrary to the tenor of my former experience, But I can asSign no 
« reason C hy this is an event intrinsically more absurd, or less {tkely 
« to bappen than the event 1 have been accustomed to witness, It may be 
« familiarly illustrated to the unlearned reader, by remarking, that the 


*« process of generation, in consequence of which men and horses are barn, 


& has ooviously no more perceivable correspondence with that event, than it 
« would have for me to pull the trigger of a gun!!!” I pass by the gross 
indecency of the illustration, that I may just hint, what it is to be a 
philosopher, and instruct the unlearned in the new way. I am ashamed to 
analyse any other opinions in this Essay; but as Mr. G. is supposed by 
zome to be“ a man of talents” I suppose also that Mr. G. has the proper- 
ties of“ A man of talents,” as he himself his declared them to be; and 
that“ HE (himself) can recollect up to what period he was jejune, and up 
*.to what period he was dull. He can call to mind the innumerable 


* errors of specul ation he has committed that would almost digrace an 


* ideots"” (p. 28.) For my own part, in the present instance, I have 
nothing to do with recollection, Mr. Godwin and his book are before 
me. So much far *A man of talents.” I can not oppress the reader with 
all his desolating, unfounded and silly opinions on all trades, professions, 
anc occupations; wholly subversive of the order of society, and as 1 believe, 
of amy suppose able order whatseever of any regulated human society. 
But if the reader wishes to be amused with the acme or height of 
absurdity and wildness, I earnestly recommend to him to read Mr, God. 
Wil's account of “ The walk of a man of talents, (Mr. Godwin himself, 


tor instance,) and of a man without talents, (such as myself) from m- 
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The life-springs issue, and their force impart. 


-»... 


«ple Bar to Hyde Park Corner.” (p. 31 and 32.) It is really reſresbing in 
the extreme. Nothing can be superior to it, but his “Gun of genc ramon, 
just described, and his “ self-tilling plough, without the intervention 
« of man,” in his other book on Political Justice, vol. 2. p. 494. Ed. g vo. 
I will give Mr. God win's own account of this famous Walk, especialiy 1; 
the public are accustomed to observe all kinds of men and women to 
between Temple Bar and Hyde Park Corner. The chief point af differ. 
«ence (ys Mr. Godwin) between the man of talents and the man witt. 
« out, CONSISTS in the different ways in which their minds are employel 
« during the same interval)!!!” (This is the proposition, Indicrovs and 
absurd enough of itself, but now let us hear the progf or illustration.) 
„They, (i. e. the man of talents and the man without) are obliged, et u 
“suppose, to walk from Temple Bar to Hyde Park Corner. The v1; 
„% MAN goes Strait forward: he has so many furlongs to traverec. ti: 
« observes if he meets any of bis acquaintance; he enquires respecting their 
« health and their family. He glances perhaps at the shops as he passts; 


« he admires the fashion of a buckle, and the metal of a tea urn. Je. 


«© experience any flights of fancy (i. e. between Temple Bar and Hyde 
« Park Corner) they are of a short extent; of the same nature @s the fight 
« of a forest bird clipped of his wings, and condemned to pass the rest of 
« his life in a farm-yard. On the other hand, THE MAN OF rauf 
gives full scope to his imagination. He laughs and cries unindebted to 
« the suggestions of the surrounding objects, bis whole soul is employed! 
We are now to prepare for the employment of the whole soul of 2 man 
talents from Temple Bar to Hyde Parke Corner, and the reader wil! 0 
Serve that he has enough to do. © He, {the man of talents) ente 0 
e nice calculations; he digests Sagacious reasonings. (All this is done 
between Temple Bar and Hyde Park Corner.) © In imagination c. 
« claims or describes, impressed with the deepes! sympathy, or elevatci 
eto the loftiest rapture. He passes through a thousand imaginary 5c-ncs, 
« tries bis courage, tasks bis ingenuity, and thus becomes graduai!s ge- 
“ pared to meet almost any of the many-coloured events of hum: fe, 
He consults, / the aid of memory the books he has read, (N. E. 2 14% 


prod 
Mr. 
pher 
guide 
the © 


man. 
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Better to write stark nonsense; better preach 


« of talents never reads in the streets, ) and he projects others for the future 
« jnstruction and delight of mankind.” (I always said Mr. Godwin him- 
elf projected his book on Justice and this on Education in the streets; Sic 
tu triviis, indocte solebas.) / he observes the passengers, (the dull 
« man only observes his acquaintance) he reads their countenances, con- 
« jectures their past history, and forms a 5uperficial notion of their wisdom 
« and folly, their virtue or vice, satisfaction or misery. If he observes 
« the scenes that occur, it is with the eye of 2 connoiseur or an artist.“ 
(The dull man above minds only buckles and tea urns.) © Every object 
« is capable of suggesting to him a Volume of Reflections.” (Mr. God- 
win must mean his own volume now before me, called Reflections on man- 
vers, education, and literature.) © The time of these two persons in one 
| «regpect resembles.; it has brought them both to Hyde Park Corner, In 
almost every other respect it is dissimilar,” Here is the ſenoue ment or 
EVH of Philosopber Gopw1v, and I have no doubt, he thinks it a dis- 
covery in Terra jam congnita, as he will allow the ground to be between 


Temple Bar and Hyde Park Corner. I cannot say the parallel is quite in 
the manner of Plutarch; but it is very instructive. No man can ever be 
W again at a loss to know a man of talents, from a man without, in the 


rtreets, © I have often been puzzled, till I met with this instructive 
volume of Reflections. 

When the Reader has considered this, and all the other parts I have 
produced, and thousands which I have omitted, he will remember that 
Mr. Goowix has set himself up for a Legislator, a Reformer, a Philoso- 
pher, à destroyer of ancient prejudices, and a builder of new systems, a 


t0 guide through the darkness of the world by this new light, and he expects 1 
ne the obeisance of mankind. I am sure, I cannot even conceive that any 4 
1 man or woman will worship nEFoRFE SUCH AN IMAGE of democracy and Md 
ed lyranny, whoever may sound the cornet, sackbut, or dulcimer at the * 
655 ledication. It is not an image of gold; it is an image of iron mixed with | [ 
'O mary clay, | 
| 
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With silky voice, and sacred flow'rs of speech. 
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This it is to instruct the world, to reform it, to make it happy. Mr, Wt 
G. comes in such a questionable shape, that I know not when to 4:1; | 
my questions. I might go on chapter by chapter in this manner, let = * 
any man look at his opinions and the nature of his knowledge 2: ti F 
pretensions. I must copy two thirds (at the least) if I wished to express W 


and to expose, all that is reprebensible in this volume, or wicked. o, 
ridiculous, or. trite beyond belief. I would hold up Mr. G's own prese. =: 
sitions, in his own words, to all persons who have understanding, aud | 
them judge. L et them fairly decide whether his impiety be not ven len 
than his folly; and the weakness of his understanding more visible 11 


the plunging violence of his exertions. “ Dat operam ut cum tatig aL 
insaniat. © © 

Mr. Godwin is at best but a mongrel and an exotic. He is grafted upon thi 
the stock of Condorcet and the French rabble on French ground ; but he WC 
has not even the raciness of that teeming soil. English minds will net Er 
long bear the grossness of such an imposition. We are better and carlie tio 
taught than he wishes we should be. Reason indeed disclaims Mr. Geol. 755 
win; of eloquence, and good writing, (in spite of all his dogmatism) be 42 
knows not lining; and of the Belles Lettres nearly as much as can be attained, 
or rather pic led up, in a modern academy in some London Square, or / Mr 
Islington. But for Mr. Godwin we are to lay down Plato and Xeno * ti 
for him we are to-relinquisb Aristotle and Tully; to him Locke © git 
way, and the simplicity and tempered humour of Mr. Addis 1 :+ to b 
lost in Mr. Godwin's effusions. I really am fatigued with this wan 
Nothing but the importance of the consequences and effects of his wild tant 
weak, wicked, and absurd notions; (I cannot digaify them with the inane well 


of principles or #Zaare) could have prevailed upon me to have waited 
irre trie vably so much of my time upon them. | 

From the period when Philogopher Hunt first garbled bis 1-glected 
« Treatise on Human Nature,” and published it in the form of Loses 
and set up a kind of s/vp-sbop of morality in the suburbs of Art':-ism, ut 
have had nothing but Essays upon Essays, till—we all know tie cn 
- quence. Aud last of all comes Ibilosohber Gopwnn, and sets vp 


* 
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In soft probation * for a Foundling's gown, _ 461 


—— 


trumpery shop too in the same quarter; though he is willing to wait upon 
ladies and gentlemen at their own houses, with his “ Gros paquet de 
« toile verte * et rouge,” upon the principles and practice of the celebrated 
Fripier in Gil Blas, and with the same kind of justice. He presents you 
with his second-hand suits, with his “ habits de drap tout uni,“ and his 
« habits de velours un peu passes,“ demands his soixante ducats, and then 
addresses you with the same cool effrontery: © Vous etes bien heureux 
« qu'on se soit address à Mor, plutot qu'a un autre. Graces au ciel, 
« 'exerce rondement ma profession: I SUIS LE SEUL FRIPIER qui ait 
« 9! LA MORALE.”f So much for Philosopher Gopwix, or Le Philoso- 
phe FR1PIER, malgre sa morale! 

To the learned world in particular (if they have ever drudged 
through the works of Mr. Godwin as 1 have done) I will address a few 
words from the second book of the Pyrrhonic Institutions of Sextus 
Empiricus, as applicable to WILLIAM Gopwix, after all the observa- 
tions I have made on his writings. © EE Y & TON ANOPQNITON 
** TOYTON Fax pra T8 470 TWY &)A0y Z wav, xa ELAIKPINQYE NOHEAITL 
e nee,. | 

s Volney.— See Dial. 1. (note e) of the P. of L. for an account of 
Mr. Volney's book, entitled, © Ruins, or a Meditation gf the Revolu- 
« tion of Empires.” 

t © Mocking the air with colours idly spread.“ 

| | Shakspeare's King John- 

1 with to refer the reader to an excellent, very seasonable and impor- 
tant pamphlet called “ Reform, or Ruin,” by J. Bowdler, Esq.—It is 
well written. 

u All Doctors (and Bishops too) should remember it is one thing to 
preach, and another to print and Ma their sermons. It is also gd 


ñ•1A—́ͥꝓ46 . — — 


— 
— 


Green is the symbol of the Trish; and Red of French democratic 
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il Blas, Liv. 1. ch. 1 5. { Sexti Empyrici Inst. Pyrrhon. 
L. 2+ Co 3 
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To please some guardian Midas of the town, 
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time for Bis no H HonsLEk (qui au travers de toute sa pieté n'est pa. 


Auteur impunement, et qui a la satisfaction d'arracher les Voluptucuses 
aux plaisirs, * et d' affermir dans leur devoir des Epouses &Ebranldcs pa; 


des amans seducteurs; though I cannot say, “qu'on trouve ses homclie: 


«et ses ouvrages egalement forts et delicats“) it is high time ISsuy, fo 
my Lord Bishop Horsley to remember, that it was said of the Archb ish 
of Grenada, “ Voila un Sermon qui sent furieusement VApoplexie.”+ 1 
do not think chat the Archeveque de Grenade (I beg pardon) plain 
Bishop Horsley (for I think, he never will be an Archbishop) will appoint 
me to be his Secretary, or in the inimitable words of Le Sage, be decirou: 
avoir pres de lui un homme (comme moi) qui ait de la literature, et nne 
«© bonne main pour mettre au net ses homElies.”j—I may add, that it ! 
should take a walk through his literary grounds, I fear I should be found 
damage-feasunt; and if I were to enter the premises at Rochester or 
Westminster, and be prosccuted for it, I should certainly direct wy coun- 
sel to plead a special“ Nil habuit in tenementis.“ (See Lord Raymond's 
Rep. 15 50.) For though his Lordship, as Plaintiff, is but an Assignce, ! 
may take advantage of the estoppel, for it runs with the land. Sec Co, 
Lytt. 152, and Salk. 276. 

Truth, erudition, and ability, always fail in their effect if their pro- 
fessors enforce them with violence, or asperity in the manner, or imp u- 
dence in the choice of subjects and in the place of delivering them. 

X 1 allade to any popular preacher. It is really humiliating au! 
degrading to the Clergy to preach probationary sermons, on any vacancy 
of a chaplainsbip at any of the charitable foundations, before $1 | 4 cc! 
of judges. One is for voice and action, another for what he calls earn. 
ing, others for the tender passions, some for appeals to reason, er 
again love logic and close argument. No Divine can satisfy such ges, 


but such a Doctor as is described by John or W Doctor nctis- 


1 
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| 


See Wis Magdalen Homily, and his ects? in the House of [ord 
in cases of Adultery. 


+ Gil. Blas, liv. 7. ch. 4. 4 Ib, liv. 7. ch. 2. 
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Who gives his vote from judgment and from taste, 


Better with Warner move with measur'd haste 
To lend new pleasure to a pedant's ear, 
Appeal to Bryant, nor his judgment fear; 
Better to state-arithmetic be bred, 

Tell Jacobins and Tories by the“ head; 


—_ 4 — 
COLT 


« gimus ille Gregorius, qui melleo prædicationis imbre totam rigavit et 


ty, 


« jnebriavit Ecclesiam!” It is high time to put these affairs on a more 
respectable footing for the Clergy. 

[ think indeed, that the business, elections, &c. belonging to all Hos- 
pitals, and all charities, should be transacted by a Committee of the Sub- 
scribers elected annually. A Committee composed of twenty-one persons 
would be sufficient, and the present mode of canvassing for offices might 
be entirely suppressed, which is much to be desired. It might be easily 
carried into effect. The propriety of such a measure being generally 
adopted in London, and near the metropolis, is evident; and I wish this 
hunt may be attended to by men of sense and judgment. 

y See a Treatise lately published, entitled METPON APIETON, 
* or a New Pleasure, recommended in a Dissertation on Greek and Latin 
_ © oy,” (1797.) It is without avy permission, and I think with con- 
_ rb: effrontery, dedicated to Mr. Bryant in a style perfectly new. 
If almost every page of this treatise were not sillier, wilder, and more ex- 
travagant than the preceding, I might. be tempted to take some notice of 
its multifarious contents. For they are very numerous indeed; from the 
laws passed in King Priam's reign (I beg Mr. Bryant's, pardon) under, his 
marine Minister, when Troy was attacked and invaded by the Grecians, 
down to the. present French war and the incomprehensible Cavalry Act, 
under George the Third of Great Britain. As it does not appear to me 
1 pa tor this Author (J usc his own words in his own treatise) to © put 
Wo the monkey and bring out the man,“ 1 Shall Say nothing further of 
this farrago of learned nonsense. | 
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1 
Prove that no dogs, as thro' the streets they range, 


Give bone for bone in regular * exchange; 47 


th 


— —  _—_ 


yy Mr. Burke gave it as his opinion in his © Two Letters on he 
“ Proposals for Peace,” (1796) that there are “ 400,000 political cities 
in Great Britain, of whom 80,000 are pure Jacobins, the other four. 
&* fifths perfectly sound,“ &c. In this particular instance I hall only 9, 
of this great and venerable man, what one of Dante's Commentator's ay 


on a passage in the Purgatorio. “Per verità & un gran capriccio; ma in 


& cio segu il suo stile.“ Dante, Shakspeare, Milton, and Burke, al 
abound in similar capriccios; but I will add Dr. Johnson's admirable 
words; © He that can put these (capricetos) in balance with their eu- 
« ties must be considered not as nice but dull, as less to be c-nzured for 


want of candour, than pitied for want of sensibility.” Life of Milton, 


z Here is another little capriccio of a man of no common <agacity, 
the late Adam Smith. He says seriously, by way of illustration; © No 
© body ever saw a dog make @ fair and deliberate exchange of one do lot 
„ another with another dog.” Smith's Wealth of Nations, Vol. p 
20. Ed. 8vo. My dear Adam, this philosophy of yours is nearly of the 
same date as your ancestor's f in Eden, and I can only say in rep). 
C Whoever expected to see a dog do so? We have all heard an! read 
of that snarling sect, the Cynics, and if we could convert dogs unto 


philosophers, or what is barder still, philosophical propositions inte mea 


and bones, (which I fear is more than most Scotch Professors can do) I 


Should apply metaphorically the i tines from a celebrated Poet, 
great observer of human nature: 


. So when two dogs are fighting + in the streets, 
| With a third dog one of the two dogs meets; 


— 4 Al. 


8 


ä 


+ In the most extensively learned book I ever saw, (for the sizc of) 
and the best arranged, I mean the Philosophia Generalis, &c. per I hes. 


0 philum Gale,“ there is actually a chapter « De Philosophia Adami. 


L. 1. C. 1. 8. 5.— A Capriccio! 


4 i. e. For a bone, or for any thing which 1 is an object of air 1d delibe 
rate exchange: 


4 J 


strange theorems to try 


Or frame, with Marsh, 
Some manuscript' s divine identity; 
With Hargrave to the Peers approach with awe, 


And sense and grammar sink in Yorke and law; 


With angry tooth he bites him to the bone, 
And this dog marts for what that dog has done.” 


a A learned and ingenious Critic, the Rev. WMu. Marsn, (Trans- 
lator of Michaelis's Introduction to the New Testament, to which he has 
added many valuable notes and illustrations) publisbed inthe year 1795, 
« Letters to Archdeacon Travis, on the subject of a Greek Manuscript in 
« the Public Library at Cambridge, printed at Leipzig, but sold in London 
« by R. Marsh Fleet-street.” Mr. Marsh's theorem is so totally new, 
and so unparalleled, that I shall laugh hereafter at any man who tells 
me, that the chances for or against any thing are i 00,000 to 1. 

« General Theorem, by which the indentity of Manuscripts is determined, 
from a coincidence in their Readings.” (Letters, p. 70.)—l omit it iu 
| this edition of my poem, as the theorem is judged to be too long and unin- 
teresting. | 

b See lately published, The Jurisdiction of the. Lords House, or 
Parliament, by Sir Matthew Hale,” and an introductory preface by F. 
Hargrave, Esq. the Editor. 1796. Mr. Hargrave is universally acknow- 
leuged as one of the soumlest and most learned lawyers in the kingdom. 
But when he will step out of bis way, and turn rhetorician, and fancy that 
be is writing like Cicero de Oratore, there is some difference between 
the Roman and the English advocate. Mr, H. in his preface thus writes 
concerning the Rt. Hon. Charles Yorke, the $bort-lived and lamented 
Chancellor. “ Hs was a modern constellation of inglish jurisprudence, 
whose digreegions from the exuberance of the Best juridical knowledge were 
illuminations; au bose energies were aracles ; bose const anqy of mind was 
won te the pinnacle of our English forum at an inauspicious moment, 


pres5:0ns of imputed error, stormed the fort of even his highly-cultivated 


whose exguisiteness of sensib:lity, at almost the next moment from the im- 
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With Pitt and Fox some Mantuan strain rehearg. 
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0 In school- boy contest for a hackney'd verse; 1 
1 

| | Better be White, though dubious © of my fame. 
bt. | | i 
" Or wisely sink my own in © Homer's name: mY 
ll * « 1 
| | reason, and so made elevation and extinction contemporaneous ;z and hoy 22 
0 ; prematureness of fate - bas caused an almost insuppliable interstice in ile Sba 
[il science of English equity.” Pref. p. 181. I really think Mr. :rorave 
ii bas dived through all the celebrated ten fountains of invention, {rom mY” 
| | Which „* he has taken in water tor an happy voyage over the procei!»:! D 
| | * © ocean of his funeral parentation“ of CHARLES TORKE.--I pretent wo! 2 

[ to comprehent( this passage in all its sublimity, but upon one principle, 6 f. 

\ which, as it appears to me, is the grand, though secret design of Mi. is 1 

| ö Hargrave, to leave upon record to his brethren; It is this: THAT ) 

: „ LAWYER WHO WRITES SO CLEARLY AS TO BE UNDERSTOOD, 15 4 
e AVOWED ENEMY TO HIS PROFESSION.” The 
bb See the Parliamentary Register for the record of this famous num 
combat (Nov. 1797.) between Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox about the ve: ze 0 read 
Virgil, © Toto certatum est corpore regni,“ &c. It was the mere quib- 4 
bling of children at schocl. When I heard it and considered the tine 0 p 
and the question, it was difficult, though Virgil was the theme, to forget mor! 
"Lucan, | | | criti 
| Cumque Superbe foret BanrLion Spolianda tropbæis lost 
Ausonits, umbraque erraret Crassus inulta, fond 
Bella geri placuit nullos habitura triumphos. prop 
Mr. "Dundas wdeed never troubles the house with any Latin, (which Torm 
is quite out of his way z) but, from his rostral beak, regales the 5c otch - appre 
interest with the unsophistic ated t Meet of the most unp ee _ 


Nörthß)nü th 6% | 
le keeps within the e of sense and verse, 


[| | Win ; # But, like Macpherson, glibly gabbles Erase, (Feb. 


*. 0 ae the learned ald very ingevious (but rather declamato ) Ser- 


\ 


ons by Prafessor White of Oxford at the Bampton Lecture. But in 
3 * of Friar Gerund, Vol. 2. p. 265; 


MC 
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Better to disappoint the public hope, 
Like Warton'driveling on the page of Pors;* 480 


£4 
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, as in many other cases, it seems, „Garth did not write bis own 
_  Dipensary.” 1 always thought the charge ridiculous; vet learned men 

would & write about it and about it.” Any thing will serve for a contro- 


Enquire of Messrs. Ireland, Malone, and Chalmers, at the 
Shakspeare Manyfactory in Norfolk-street, in the Strand. 


d The Reverend Dr. Parr will best explain this verse. See his 


gublime Apostrophe, *© « Spirit of Henry Homer!” &c. &. &. Letter to 
Dr. Coombe, by an occasional Writer in the British Critic. 


© The Booksellers may say in Sir Philip Sidney? Words: « What 
„ {yols were we, to mingle such driveling speeches among (Wanzun- 
« rox's) noble thoughts!” (Sir P. 8˙8 Arcadia.“ ) 
Pan etiam Arcadia dicat se judice victum. | 
The typographical errors in Latin, Greek, and English in tuis edition are 


numerous beyond all belief; so numerous as to be "ey inconvenient to the. 
reader, 


* 
n= 


versy. 


The reason why 1 bave, in the following pussages, examined the edition 
$0 particularly, is this. Tbere is no Author in our language, whose 
works admit of such important illustration, as Mi Pope s, moral, religious, 
critical and argumentative. This opportunity has been now unfortunately 
lost; and it must be seen that our great poet has been disgraced, and 2 
fond admiring nation is left to lament the negligence, inattention aud im- 
propriety, (L use the müldest terms) with which this work has been per- 
formed, except in the critical part of Dr. Ws notes, which 1 generally 
approve. I have proved this in the following remarks; and I have given 
the most cogent reasohs. My sole object is the good of the kingdom, 
Which 1 Will strive to support gte matically, WHOEVER, * WHATEVER, 
MAY STAND I THE WAT. Hoc illig dico, qui me non intelligunt.” 

See the new edition of Pope's Works by the Reverend Dr. Josiah 
Mango, late Head- master of Winchester School. The mildest words J 


0 can use are, & Tantamne rem tam negligenter?” I praised (and liberally 


L enough as some re thought) Dr. Joseph Warton's Common Place 
1 , Is 
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While o'er the ground that WarpurToN once trod, 


The Winton Pedant shakes his little rod, 
Content bis own stale scraps to steal or glean, 


Hash'd up and season'd with an old man's spleen; 


i. 2 n 4 a. 


"beneath the character of so learned a gentleman as Doctor Warto!n, |: 


(sublime even in his exorbitances and dignified i in sagacity and eru;tiony) 


4 — 9 — _ — * - — "I W * - _ 
1 2 1 


Book on Pope, in the First Dialogue of the P. of L. and I still think it 
very entertaining and instructive. But when a learned man appears 4 
the professed Editor of the most distinguished and the most intere:ting 
Poet of the nation, and when the public have been taught to expect the 
work- as of great promige, we require something more than mere copying 
his own old common place remarks from one book, to put them in the form 
of notes at the bottqm of the pages of another. It is mere book- m 


is to steal from one's own"self,, Let the town is patient: * Marcus dial 
« ita est.. But I will not say 86. Had this been done merely by th: 
Bookeellers, or by the whole worabißful Company of Stationers, it wou!! 
have remained without notice from me. It would have been an ci. 
made with a pair f Scissars, nothing more. But at the end © the 
Advertisement to this edition I find these words: “ For the res: of the 
e notes (ene t those by Mr. Pope and Dr. Warburton) I am answer, 
, able. Josxen Wan rose! 

When the Los rzieus friend of Pope, WIr AA Wann ron, 


condescended to become an Editor, I should have preferred reprinting his 
edition as it stood. But I am indeed ashamed of the present edition u. 
is now offered to the public. If Dr. Warton had neither time, not 
spirits, nor industry, nor leisure, nor inclination, Be Sbould not cove 
derta len a work 50 important to the world. But as their is no other ne, 
edition to be had of an elegant form, type and paper, (and this i c 
pretty) many persons will desire to have it and I am zure I will not ref 
it a place in my library. 
F Sec Dr. Warton's persopal notes on . and Warburton Pas 
| thronghdu the work, splenetic'in the extreme. 


r af tides. "ada es * 
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Nor e'en the Bard's deformity can 'scape, 
« His pictur'd person and his libell'd- pet A 


— mma _ 18 * 
— 


Poets are often prophets. Por little thought that, fifty years 
after his death, a learned Editor would revive ome imputed trash, 
(perhaps) not his own, and actually give to the malignant curiosity of zome 
folks, & His libelled person and his pictured shape.“ (Prol. to Pope's 
Satires, v. 353.) It is strange that Mr. Gibbon and Mr. Pope should 
have the 8ame fate. The figure of Mr. G has been presented to the 
world and to posterity by bis friend Lord Sheffield (See Mr. G's Posthu- 
mous Miseellanies. 4to. Vol. 1.) and Mr. Pope's contemptible appearance 
by the kindness of his editor. ' 

I have many and great objections to this edition; but 1 shall only state 
a few. An edition of Pope is a fair and a very proper subject of criti- 
ciem. I think the title page contemptuous? With notes and illustra- 
tions by ] WarTovw, D. D. and others.“ To include WII IAN 
WaRrBURTON, Bishop of Gloucester, and author of the Divine Legation, 
under the title of others, required on assurance equal at least to the 
dilettante spirit which too frequently prevails in Dr. Warton's comments. 
In this instance, as he says of the great Samuel Johnson, © temulentus 
videtur.“ Mr. Pope himself said to Dr. Warburton, ( No Band can set 
* my works in v0 good a light, or so well turn their best side to the day 
* as your own,” Upon which Dr. Warton remarks: Without incurring, 
„ hope, the cengure of being a short-sighted and malevolent critic, I 
venture to Say that our Author's fond expectation of his commentator's 


| © betting His works in the best light, was extremely ill-founded.”* I 


believe Mr. Pope will be found the best judge of his own interest. Dr. 
Warton may remember these lines: 


Critics I 2aw, that other names deface, 

* And fix their own, with labour, in their place; 

* Their own, like others, soon their place resign'd, 

«* Or 5 n n AND LEFT THE FIRST BEHIND.”" 


— * 


* Pope. V Warton' $ ; Edix. Vol. 9. p. 379 
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Ah, better to unlearn'd-oblivion hurl'd, 
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Such was the inscription in a Temple, from which it will be difficult 
erase the name of William Warburton, and substitute the name 90 
Joseph Warton. I have no personal pärtiality for Warburton ; * Way 
long betore my time. Nor dave I the honour (such I shov'd : 

esteem it) of an acquaintance with Bishop Hurd, his . iri Jend 
and»compeer, But I Was born to admire erndition and genius, aud to 
vindicate them when they are insulted. 

Dr. Warton's life of Pope is not well written as to the matter e 
manner. The style is defective and often vulgar. I shall instance ap 
zage or two, The perpetnal* vulgarism of the term © our author,”... 
Dennie pursued our author in bitter invectives, again every wor! lc 
« zraduclly published.“ p. 18. „After arriving at eminence. by 59 mon; 
capital compositions, our author, &c. &c.—p. 24. Which, as 21 
© uncommon curiosity, one would have been glad 20 have beheld.” p. 11, 
« Dr. Warburton's defence. of the Essay on Man ultimately got i 
« wife and a bishoptic.” p. 46. Into what a mass has he raised and 
% expanded so slight a hint!“ p. 21. Dr. W. is fond of “ delicious line, 
and delicious passages, &c. I cannot specify more of them in chis 
note. He commends Voltaire too often and too much. He is 40 per- 
petually praising the German Professor Heyne, who bas insufed our 
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any e 


* . o,. » * . * . = and 
Foglsh universities and public schools in his writings. Yet we have te- 


published bis Virgil and all his ponderous dissertations. Professor Heyne 
was originally a mechanic: he was not born with taste, and he n-ver 
acquired elegance. His learning is without discernment. More emb09:%9 
dulness or a heavier mass of matter than bis Virgil I never sau. 1it 
Shrine of the Poet is indeed loaded with offerings, but it is illumi; ated 
with rays from Gottingen..--T must observe further. 


print 


It was very bold and very indecent in the Reverend Dr. W /e nal . 
publish Pope's Imitation of the Second Satire of the first Book of | orice , , whict 
Pope never * 71 it in his works himself; Dr. Warburton wefuscdt aue 


wa ha eee ABR — We: 


. „„ 


* Dr. W. Ju 500 says, vol, 1» Life, p- . 1 « Pope __ Eis friend 
& Dodsley to print ĩ it as His wr iting in one edition, 12mo.? I never san 1h 
but can believe the Doctor. Pope was undoubtedly ashamed ot. 


EE vs 1] 


Than give to Perry what I owe the world; 
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admit it: no common edition whatsoever of Pope has admirted it. It is 
printed only in a vulgar appendix in two volumes. But if Mr. Pope had 
actually described every nymph in the seraglio of “ the pious Needham,“ 
must the Reverend Dr. Warton publish such a poem, merely because Mr. 
Pope had written it? This sixth volume of Dr. Warton's edition should 
be reprinted, and this scandalous poc m, and some other parts of it, omitted. 
Wich the Commentators + on Shakspeare, Pope, &c. of modern days, 
| there is no such thing as an invocation to © Intermissa V ve; for the 
Goddess has actually deserted her beloved Cyprus, „In bos Tor 4 ruens.” 
(See Horace for the rest.) 


« Te, Venus Regina, pio vocantum 

\ 
„ Thure WARTON1 ET STEPHAXI decoras 
«Transfer in ædes.“ 


[ have indeed no doubt the poem is by Pope. As to mere wit and point 
in the inntation, it is perhaps the best. But what then? Mr. Pope's 
works are distinguished for peculiar correctness in taste and morals; and 
are intended for the most general and the most unqualified perusal. Dr. 
W. might as well have printed Mr. E's Geranium in his comments, or 
any other light and vigorous sally of a very young man, forgiven as such 
and forgotten, as the following lines, if the reader will believe they are 
printed in PopE's Wokxs; . 

Or when a tight veat girl will serve the turn, 

In errant pride continue 

* Pim a plain man, whose maxim is profest, 

The thing at hand is of all things the best.“ | 

Vol. C. p. 5 1.— See also p. 49, worse still. 
„ though an anonymous layman, refuse to print the passage in full, 

"ch 1be Reverend Doctor Warton has printed and sanctioned with his 
name as Editor, of Pope's Works. Nobis non licet esse tam disertis, 
auß muras colimns severiores.” If Mr. Pope bad often written thus, 
bis works must have been congigned to the library of a brothel. This 


t See the P. of L. Dial. r. 


r we. J. 
Able idly busy, in my choice perplext, _ 
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edition of Pope's works will be sent into every part of the civilized wor. 


This will be so; and can it be said, that I speak without reason? Surele 4 ; refo 
Lam not pleading for public decency in vain. The Doctor at least :111] WINS i: ©: 


have dedicated this sixth volume to the Ladies---of the Commons. I 
what other ladies could I present this volume? Yer so it is. Dot, WH | 
rush in, where laymen fear to tread,” But because Pope called thi, 
Sober advice from Horace, the Doctor thought their/could be no he in 
it, Dr. W. observes, that * the first step in the literary, as well 4; 7 
the political world is of the utmost consequence,“ &c. Pope's Life, p. r.. 
I would remind the Doctor of the last step in both these worlds, WI ch h: 
seems to have forgotten. I think that the political principles in the nates 
are frequently false, and in may instances dangerous. I cannot copy 
whole notes; but I wish any sensible man would refer to the passages and 
examine them. If they are right, in such a world as this and in uch: 
state of society as the present, I will give up the whole of my objection, 
Dr. W. tells us first from Sir Thomas Browne, „That there is a certi; 
eit of vices committed in all ages, and declaimed against by all 
authors, which will last as long as human nature, or digested into com. 
mon places, may serve for any theme, and never be out of date til 
& doomsday.” (Vol. 4. p. 318.) Instead of a spirited vindication of 
moral satire, Dr. W. laughs at the effects of it, and very unadvise!ly 


Seems to discourage even the endeavours after a reformation of manners. 14 
If I am asked how? I answer thus: Dr. Warton tells us, from « certain but 
Wit, * Mount in the pulpit with Bourdaloue, or take the per with L paid 


« Bruyere, it is only so much time lost; the world will go on as before.” 


The morality of Voltaire cannot surely be the morality of Dr. . " ca 
He lastly informs us, that Pope, in those Dialogues, ©& exhibits many *. 
4 strong markes of petulance, party-spirit, and self. important, and of 
6 assaming to himself the character of Censor- general.“ (vol. 4. . 4 
As if in answer to this unjust and outrageous character, by 510404 * 
anticipating sagacity, Pope seems hinitelf to have replied tot oct) Doct 


in His own concluding note to these Mr in language, sentiwel 
and dignity beyond all praise. N 


Top [ ' 827 ] 


| 7 Throw years of labour on a single text, 490 
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1 may add, that if this mode of arguing against every endeavour to 
reform the manners of mankind and recall them to virtue and wisdom, 
is to be "adopted, we are indeed in the high road to ruin and revolution. 
Fortunately there is as much sense as there is policy, or truth, in this in- 
discreet and dangerous doctrine. I might as well say; „There is always 
« certain list or catalogue of diseases, infirmities and mise ries attendant 
« upon every human being in every stage of his carthly existence, and 
« which will appear, disquiet, and lay waste the species in all ages. The 
art of medicine never can wholly remove them, and they will never be 
& out of date till doomsdays What is the use of the physician and his skill? 
„We should never apply to him, but suffer silently, xill our dissolution 
« takes place, without any attempt to remove the pain or misery which 
flesh is heir to, even when it is in our power to mitigate or perhaps to 
cure them.“ I really cannot pass doctrines like these without animad- 
version, especially ben they are either recommended, or approved, by a 
Doctor of the Church Whose office is to declare, pronounce, and enforce 
the doctrine of moral reformation. He should not forget the constitu- 
tion of the natural and moral world. © Good is set against evil, and life 
against death. 80 look upon the works of the Most High; there are two 
and two, one against another.“ I feel 1 am right in submitting such 
remarks as these to the public. 

"As to political sentiments, I own I was surprised to read many notes, 
but particularly these words in vol. 4. p. 333, on the compliment Virgil 
paid to Cato, A much honester passage © (says Dr. Warton) is that in 
* which Virgil had the courage to represent his hero assisting the Etrus- 


®* cans in punisbing * their tyrannical Ling, in the 8th book of the Æneid. 
» v. 424. 1 


Ergo omnis furiis surrexit ErxURILA justis, 
* REGCEM AD SUPPLICIUM presenti marte REPOSCUNT." 


Dr. W. knows that Julius Casal was not Mezentius. I am sure the 
Doctor cannot approve and recommend this passage, which has been in 
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* Punishing is the modern democratical word for murdering. 
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Which could suffer them to appear before the public. I again aud ag" 
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(Alike to me, encas'd in Grecian bronze, 
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the mouth of every modern Regicide from the murderers of Charle |, 
the murderers of Louis XVI. But why perpetually call out thes: pay, 
ges to public notice? Why dwell upon the © morgue et grandeur de. 
« Souverains,” the authorized type of a Lion, &c. &c. (Vol. 4. p. 30. 
in times like these? We all love liberty as well as Dr, W. but a 4 
and good man discerns the signs of the times. These are the unde. 
murmurings of a spurious, bastard, half.republicanigm. I like then 
not, 


I write with indignation against such an edition of suche poe; 


Does any Husband, or Father, think of cautioning his wife, his dangie, 


or his son, against any part whatsoever of Pope's works? If this edit 
becomes general, it will be necessary to do so. I have no personal 
ike to Dr. Warton: my business with him is solely, as Editor of Pop. 
Nothing can justify him. Am I to spare public criticism, because of Dr, 


Warton's age, (is it in the title page?) or the variety and extent of hi 


learning? Surely not. They are both strong against the deed. D. 


Warton's own words of himself are, © 7 am answerable.” . 


Pope was in his hands in double trust. First, as he is the mon 


moral and correct poet of the nation, the consistence of his fame and 


character should have been preserved, cven by the partiality of an c 
Secondly Dr. W. stood bound to his country, from his, sacred profession, 
not to contaminaze the rising youth of either sex, by such filthiness anc 
rank obscenity as would disgrace the vilest magazine. By this he hi 
committed a great offence against the public, which he cannot repair 
I am sure I have spoken nothing of Dr. W's private character Bit 
his edition is open to me, and to the whole world. It. challenge: uf 
notice: and executed as it is, it demands the very spirit of Sati* 
“ Euse velut stricto Lucilius ardens infremuit.” The very indecent 
chapter of“ The Double Mistress,“ in this scandalous Sixt Volume, 
should have been omitted, in the Memoirs of Scriblerus. (Vol. Þ 


150.) In the Second Volume there ure a few trumpery, vil za" copie 


of verses, which disgrace the pages. I am ashamed of the low #7 
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Koran or Vulgate, Veda, Priest, or Bonze ) 
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disclaim any personal harshness or severity an the character of Dr. War- 
ton, with whom I am not even acquainted. All 1 call for loudly is, 
that this sixth volume should suffer what every catalogue yearly informs me 
poor Hollingshead once suffered. I never before heard that tenderness 
was due to an edition of any work. But, in these days, if an idea or 
opinion is but absurd, it will be considered as deep and sagacious. 

Lshall not make any further remarks on Dr. W's criticisms on Pope at 


from his old Essay. I cannot now proceed. Nos genera degustamus, 
non bibliothecas discutimus.* But as to the conclusion of one of Dr. War- 
ton's notes on the Prologue to the Satires, I can well conceive it to be his 
own case, and I can believe it may be applied with feeling. Dr. Warton 
says, (e read (or he will read) with more satisfaction, the 


on AV 0 Ta; p95 KOATOY $/Gwv040 ring 


« Exavby , xav* 


than wwe do (or than the Doctor will hereafter do) 

Theis u pg 4% TO AE TETPATON ere Ti: wp Auvytgs xTAT?"? 
Vol. 4. page 55» Which last is the motto to this Fourth and last 
Dialogue of the P. of L. I can indeed easily conceive, that after Dr. 
Joseph Warton has read these remarks, he will shrink back like the 
child in Homer, from the grey- goose plume nodding 4 on the head of the 
writer of this note, and prefer luxury and repose on the deep 6050ms of his 


well-zoned nurses, the London Booksellers. To them and to their consol- 
ations | leave him. 


mportant. Nothing is intended personally to Dr. Joseph Warton in this 
ote. It is only directed against the Editor of Pope's works; and whoe- 
er, with the character of a scholar, had published them in this manner 
ould have received the same strong reprobation from me. 


 * Quint. Lib. 10. C. 1. Quint. Lib. 20. C. 1. 
A un" axporaTys xogubes vivorra venous. ; II. 6. 470. 


Tt 


present, they are often very just, curious, and gratifying, but chiefly taken 


If I have written at large on this subject, it is because I thought it 
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And lend to truth itself unhallow'd aid, 


In all the rashness of a scholar's trade, 
And fall, like Porson. 


—— —— — 
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This poem on the P. of L. is designed to represent and hold forth, to 
the people of Great Britain, whatever directly or indirectly strikes +, 
affects, the existence of the public morality, or of the principles by which 
the constitution of England, or of society itself in a polished and wel 


guarded state, is maintained in vigour and in sound health. Dr. Wart 
may be, and I doub: not he is, a sensible, agreeable, and ingenious man, 
and of amiable manners in private life, of these J have said nothing: I aw 
sure I am not disposed to contradict or question them. But in his office 
and character of Editor of Pope's works, I most solemnly impeach him of 
high crime and misdemeanor be fore his country, as I have proved large, 
It is a material part of my work, to mark the offences, errors, or aber; 
tions of men of eminence in literature. MNeque me Phebi cortina fe. 


0 
I 
1 
1 


If I sbrink from this duty on any consideration whatsoever, 1 obe! 


shall be despised and neglected. We naturally look to so learned ad 1 
ingenions a man as Dr. W. (I always esteemed him as such) for inst. 15 
tion and improvement in classical taste and moral sentiment. But when * 
: : = 
a Pilot, of long experience, not only neglects the care of the vel * 
intrusted to his skill and fidelity, but almost voluntarily directs 1t mate 33. 
port of an enemy, or by extreme negligence and innattentios exposes it Wl Wo 
to the danger of a shipwreck, he should not be surprised, if he meets tl WS 
fate of Palinurus. —_ ... 


Gubernaclum (non vi, sed $PONTE,) revulsum, 
Cui datus herebat cu 2 cursusque * 
Precipitans traxit secum ! 


h Perry, put synonimously for the printer of any factions newspapet 

i See Mr. Professor Porson's Letter to Archdeacon Travis, of whic 
the world has now heard quite enough. Mr. Professor Porson, 0 "9 
begin again, but pray write no more in Mr. Perry's little de moss 
closet fitted up for the wits, at the Morning Chronicle office. It is be. 
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You may spare your pains, 


3 


He gives no ear to any modern strains, 
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Save those, by Oberea * fondly sung, 
What time Opano ' trembled on her tongue. 
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Censure or praise let others seek or fear; 
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Look at my verse, the superscription there, 500 
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The cause that I defend: 'tis yours, 'tis mine, 


The statesman's, and the peasant's. In my line, 


—_ —— —— 


neath you; I speak seriously. I know your abilities. It may do well 
enough for Joseph Richardson, Esq. author of the comedy of The Fugi- 
tive, it a certain political Dramatist's compotations will leave him any 
abilities at all, which I begin to doubt. What is genius, without a re- 
gulated life! Young men about town (to use that detestable phrase,) will 
at last allow it, if they look at all the tattered, sin- worn fragments of their 
species, whom they meet in their walks. 

k See „An Epistle from Ober?a, Queen of Otaheite, to Joseph 

„Banks, Esq.“ (now Sir Joseph Banks) Mr. Porson's favourite modern 
| poem, which he can say, or rather sing to his friends, as I am told, It is 
„ very ingenious, but rather too free; the versification'is exquisite. I be- 
„ bievec it is the only piece of modern English verse Mr. P. will read. 
1 Obano or Tabano was the manner in which the name of Banks was 
pronounced at Otaheite. But in this learned language, as Mr. Zachary 
Fungus says to his brother Isaac in the Commissary, * Pshaw ! you block- 
© head, I tell you THE NAme does not 5ignify nothing.” 
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All find in me a patron and a friend, 

Unseen, unknown, unshaken to the end. 

Yes, from the depths of Pindus shall my rhymes, 

Thro' this mis-order'd world, these lawless times, 

Be heard in Albion and her inmost state; 

Alt that the good revere and bad men hate, 

In spirit and in substance, as of old, 

Tuc Muse in her Asbestos ® shall enfold. 510 
1 his is my Metbod.— Though I sometimes tray 

From Euclid's rigid rules to Fancy's way, 

Yet have I mus'd on Granta's willowy strand, 

The sage of Alexandria ® in my hand, 

And mark'd his symbols deep; while o'er my car 

Truth pour'd her strain in harmony severe. 

I sought the Stagirite; and could divide 

(No Scotchman near, no Gillies * by my side) 


—_—— _ 1 i 


| YT „ * . ” » * _ 


m I know not whether I need mention it, but it was an ancient 
Roman custom to wrap dead bodics, before they were placed on the fu. 
ral pile, in a cloth made from a stone called Amiantus, or Linum vivum, 
by some called the Asbestos, on which fire had no power. (See D'Auben. 
ton, Tableau Methodique des Mineraux, p. 10. Edit. Par. S vo. 
N. 3. Mr. D'Aubenton, a gentleman of amiable character and of great 
accuracy of mind, is now (1797) resident in Paris, advanced in yrs, 4 
by quietly yielding to every revolutionary torrent in the republic, 14 
escaped the genera] exterminating massacre of the active Citizen Litcrat! 


in the hall of French Justice. „Hic armis illa gucgue tutus in ould.” 
n Euclid. 
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His sober sense from pride of intellect, 


What Locke confirm'd, or warn'd me to reject, 520 
Thence soaring on the balanc'd wings of thought, 
(As Kepler hinted, but as Newton taught) 

My mind in calm ascension to the height = 

Of the world's temple, through th' abyss of light, 
Mid wand'ring fires and every starr'd abode, 
Explor'd the works and wonders of the Gon, 

Who fix'd the laws of order, time and place, 

In his own great sensoriumꝰ boundless space. 

The Chemist's magic flame, the curious sport 
Amber first gave, would oft my fancy court, 330 


Led through creation's consecrated range, 


Fach flower, and plant, and stem, with every change 
of vegetative life, in order brought, 


Imagnified Linnæus ? as I thought; 


8 


um Since writing this verse, I am happy to say, that I think we are 
much indebted to Dr. Gillies for offering to the public, at this period, an 
English translation “ of the two most important treatises on morality and 
politics, which antiquity can boast. No man can read these works with- 
out being wiser and better, particularly the politicians of the day. (March 
1798.) | 

0 © Devs, in Hat io infinito, tanquam in semdrio suo, res intimb 


ä 
* 


” 


Kc. &c. Newton Princip. Schol. General. sub fin. 


— . — ct. ett 


Aristotle's Ethics and Politics, 2 vols. 40. 1798. 
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But spurn'd unfeeling science, cruel tales 


Of Virgin 4 rabbets, and of headless” snails, 
And through the realms of Nature as I trod, 
Bow'd at the throne, and saw the pow'r, of Goy. 


ts, pe 


* — Y — — 


"Tg 


p But not in the spirit of that silly man, who inscribed these word, 


under the print of Linnæus: Dus creavit, Linneus disposuit.”--. Ther; 
is more folly in the inscription, than any intention of impiety ; it is the were 


rage of antithesis without reflection. But in this botanizing age, it shoe 
not pass Without observation to all naturalists. There is a sublime picture 
of a heathen poet, which is not unworthy of any man who acknowledge; 
„ Tak WokkER distinct from the work,“ 


Stabat anhela metu Sol Uu Natura TONANTEM 
Respicteny /* 


q Virgin Rabbets. 1 allude in general to all needless, and crucl ex. 
periments upon animals. All that breathe, and feel, and enjoy the gi! 


of life from their Creator are entitled to protection from man, under tho 


limits and degrees which an honest and upright mind knows without be- 
ing told. But in this place I particularly allude to an anecdote 72/at-dty 
me by a friend, of a paper read at the Royal Society in the course of the 
last winter, (1797,) on the subject of generation. The animal, chosn 
for these savage experiments by the merciless Doctor, was the Rabbet, 
Decency and humanity alike forbid the exposure of the process, and the 
mutilation of the parts of generation, before and after the animal was im- 


Pregnated, and I think, in one or two of them, before the coitus. Sure) 
sit calmly and to watch with an impure, inhuman, and unhallowed 
Euriosity the progress of the desires, and the extinction of the natural pas 


mons in devoted animals after such mutilations and experiments, h. 


> ice useless, wicked, foolish, degrading, and barbarous. There 1s 11 


justification to be offered. The mystery itself is not to be disclose d 
man. But we will know every thing: I wish we would recollect that vt 
must account for our knowledge. When an experiment, for any pur}* 


. — 


„ 


% 


© Stat. Achill. L. Is 488. 


[0 4 
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In morals, in religion, in the state, 


In science, without order, ALL I hate. 


% 


* * — —_ 


* . . 


— 


useful to millions of our fellow- creatures, has been ovce made upon an 
animal, it should be finally recorded by men of science and veracity, as 
authentic and satisfactory, not to be repeated. Sometimes, as I was told, 
the idea of cruelty exercised upon these animals was for a moment lost in 
the ridiculous terms, which were perpetually repeated in these papers, 
which occupied three or four sittings of the Royal Society. My friend 
told me, that he actually thought that Sr# CHARLES BLAGDEN, KNIGHT 
AND SECRETARY to the Royal Society had been provided with specimens, 
and that he expected to see Virgin Rabbeis, married Rabbers, and matron 
Rabbets produced from a basket on the table to lick, as in scorn and con- 
reinpt, the very mace of a Society, which night after night could sit and 
hear such a cruel farrago without indi;znation, but with half-smiles and 
simpers at the virginity of these unprotected, devoted, miserable animals. 
When papers are publicly offensive, they should be publicly reprobated, 
and not suffered to be produced before the Royal Society upon a pretence 
ot promoting natural knowledge. War us THE SOCIETY 4 Council? 
Tag COUNC1L should be a literary philosophical Grand Fury. If it is not 
30, it-is of no use whatsoever, but to gratify the silly vanity of dilettanti 
noblemen and busy Romisb Baronets. I $hould think Mr. PLANTA, the 
very learned, judicious, accurate, and well informed Secretary to the 
Royal Society would be of my opinion. To make such experiments as 
these, is to offer an insult to the Sacrarium of the Most High. For my 
ewn part, I would extend the famous speech of the Barons in the age of 
Henry the Third. I would thunder in the ears of the President and of 
the whole Royal Society, as a body, Mlumus Leges NATURE mutari!” 

r Here is another savage instance to no end or purpose whatsoever, 
but mere cruel sport of curiosity. The Abbe Spalanz4ni asserts that 
mails re. produce their beads after the amputation of the original capita, 
And he made experiments numerous beyond belief. But in the Academie 
des Sciences 1778, the reader will find Mr. Cotte differs from the humane 
Abbé, and says, “ that out of thousands of nails who have suffered the 
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OCTAVIUS. 
„ 
Speak then, the hour demands; Is learning fie 
Spe:.t all her vigour, all her spirit dead? 540 


Have Gallic arms and unrelenting war 

Borne all her trophies from Britannia far ? 
Shall nought but ghosts and trinkets be display'd, 
Since Walpole * play'd the virtuoso's trade, 

Bade sober truth revers'd for fiction pass, 

And mus'd o'er Gothic toys through Gothic glass“ 
Since states, and words, and volumes, all are ney, 


Armies have skeletons, and sermons “ too; 


— 


— 


operation, there have not been above five or 5:x of them which have, as 
it is pretended, reproduced their beads.” 

Ss Naovpetvea *&00pzTHs. St. Paul. 

t The late ingenious Earl of Orford, Horace Walpole. The spit 
of inquiry which he introduced was rather frivolous, though plea ng, 


and his Otranto Ghosts have propagated their species with unequalled 
fecundity. The spawn is in every novel shop. | 
The language of the House of Commons. It sbould have in 
other terms. © Sunt lacrymæ rerum, et mentem mortalia tanga 
Sorrow is sacred, and should have the language of consolation ces trom 
the lips of a Statesman. 
w See Claude's Essay on a Sermon with an Appendix, contain'n; one 
hundred Skeletons of Sermons, &c. By Charles Simeon, M. A. Lol ot 
King's College Cambridge. 1796.— This is as ludicrous and ab dn! 


Divine, as the term is offensive and unfeeling in parliament during the | 


migeries of war. 
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So teach our Doctors warlike or divine, 

Simeon by Cam, or Wyndham on the Rhine. 550 
Where is Invention? is the modern store, 

The same that old Chaldæa knew before; 

All that the Gallic sage, with ill-starr'd wit, 

Kens from his ancient * telescopic pit? 


AUTHOR. 


All is not lost: * the spirit shall revive: 


Lowth yet instructs, and Blayney's * labours live; 


—_—_— 
—— 
— 


* —_—— 


x See the“ Origine des Decouvertes attributes aux Modernes“ 4to 
W par Monsieur DUTENS. 1797. The work is rather entertaining, but by 
ro means encouraging, if the Frenchman did not generally substitute 
5 | conjecture for prof. He observes page 130, in his tenth chapter, * that 
S « 1b- bottom of a pit, from whence we may see the stars at noon-day, 
may be imagined to be the primitive telescope.” Mr. Dutens may sit 
in calm contemplation at the bottom of his ancient pit, and from that 
natural primitive telescope see whatever best pleases his fancy. For my 
oss part I prefer the prospect from a cliff with the assistance of modern 

ingenuity, whether invented by Democritus or Dollond. 

- y I have in various parts of this poem spoken of those writers, who 
ic done honcur to Great Britain. It is not indeed possible for me to 
Wc a those who, even 1iow, from that constellation of ability and 
| f talents, which has been or may yet be displayed; and which Plutarch 
Y might call, in language somewhat lofty, (I think in his Treatise de 
4 Flacitis Philosophorum) the INorawy xa guvixar AgTigay GvuPArOnivG 
a1; LYNATDTAEMON. 
3 - The deeply learned Translator and Commentator on Jeremiah, 


| , c. kc, B. Blaney, D. D. Regius Professor of Hebrew and Canon of 
_. Church, Oxford. | 
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not lot in such a discussion. 
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With all who wander by the sacred fount, 


(A chosen band!) encircling Sion's mount, 


Fast by the fanes and oracles of God, 559 


And mark, with King, where waves his awfu] ge 


P_ —_— 


— — 
_ 


a As the French Revolution and its Consequences must occuny aud 
alarm the thoughts of every man who reflects, and stands in awe ot tl: 
misery and desolation which have been brought upon the earth, and of the 
judgments which may be yet impending over Europe, I think T may |: 
excused by many persons for the note which I am now writing. But firs 
I recommend to all those who either ignorantly, or inconsiderately, or in. 
piously, or presumptuously deny, reject, or vilify the Scriptures, to passe 
over entirely. To them it will be foolishness. They have neither par 
But under this restriction, and under thi: 


impression, I am inclined to extend the subject a little, and wo! cal 


the public attention with much earnestness to some few parts of 4 book 
printed in the beginning of the year 1788 in 4to, intitled “ More!s of 
«© Criticism, tending to illustrate some passages in the holy scriptures upon 
& philosophical principles and an enlarged view of things: by Eowanr 
« KING, Esa, F. R. A. S. printed for Robson and Robinson, 1788.“ The 


title of it is objectionable on every account, open to ignorant ridicule, an! 
unadvised; but had a second edition of the work been called for, it mig\' 
easily have been altered. 


The author of it appears to me, (I sþeak from bis book ) to be « ge" 
tleman of extensive erudition and ingenuity, and of accurate bible 
knowledge, perbaps a little too fond of theory, and sometines © 
whimsical in his application of natural philosophy; but never without © 
He never forgets then 
the subjects he is treating. He seems to approach the $acrc' writing: 
with that prostration of mind, that distrust of his own powers, and that 
zelf-abasemevt, which are required of those who desire to lobe 
hidden things of God. I speak of the spirit by which he appezrs © 7 © 
be conducted, and (I repeat it) I Seal from the work alone. 


serious intention and a profound piety, 


C499 } 


The truth of evidence, the moral strain, 


—— — 1 1 - CERES OE EERC - 


tend for no interpretations given by Mr. King; but I propose them to 
public consideration. I never observed more caution and more wariness 
than in this writer. 

We know, that it is declared, that © the book of Prophecy is sealed 
« ti] the time of completion.” But the events of the world, of the Chris- 
tian world, are so awful and so alarming as to induce vs to believe, 
that they happen not without the immediate providence and decree of TR 
SUPNEME BEING against the superstition and corruptions of man, and for 
the fulfilling of the preparation for those times, when the Kingdoms of 
« this world must ( in defiance of all human policy) become the kingdoms 
« of God and of his Christ!“ 

The direct and circumstantial evidence for ae is indeed very 
extensive, and it is also so minute and clear in many parts of it, and 80 
cogent, as to form the strictest argument, which a matter of fact can 
admit as a proof. But exclusive of its doctrines and specific precepts, 
there is one point in which this Revelation can never be sufficiently con- 
zidered, and which without study never will be comprehended, or even 
imperfectly conceived, Without seriousness, it should never be approach- 
ed. It is this: The general design of Sc TURE, considered as histori- 
«* cal, may be said to be, to give us an account of the World in this one 
single view, 48 Gor's wok! by which it appears essentially distin- 
* guished from all other books, except such as are copied from it.“ But 
on this idea it is not my province to enlarge; I mean only to present it as 
the grand, luminous, leading, and introductory idea on this awful Subjects 
| would only conduct the reader into a safe and proper train of thinking, 
and leave him to pursue his own meditation. I have also read words, 


which are deemed apocryphal, but worthy of the highest power. 
* these things were made THROUGH ME ALONE, and through none other : 


* BY ME ALSO SHALL THEY BE ENDED, AND BY NONE OTHER!!!" Such 
are the words. | 

[ will therefore offer to persons $0 disposed some passages from this 
work, written several years before the present events had taken place in 
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* Butler's Analogy, part 2, ch. 7. f Esdras, B. 2, ch. 6. v. 7. 
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Nor Hurd has preach'd, nor Paley taught in vain, 


_— — 


Europe, or could be conceived to be possible. I am not speaking n thi; 
note of any otber parts or interpretations in this work of Mr. King. | 
am as little disposed to superstition and enthusiasm as any man living, 
and I do not give them as additions to the idle prophecies and randoy 
conjectures which have appeared in such numbers. I have too much 
reverence for the reader and for myself on such a subject. Mr. Rigg 
offers them only as his interpretations of Scripture, submitted to a calm 
discussion. But the circumstance which peculiarly strikes me is this; that 
they were written without any specific reference to any nation in Lurope, 
but simply and in general, that suck times and sud events might be ox 
pected in some part of the Christian world. 

The first passage I shall present, is a part of Mr. King's explanation 
of the 24th chapter of St. Matthew's gospel, principally of the 29th Hr 
In regard to which he says, © We may remark, if the words are to be un. 
&« derstood, as spoken merely emblematically, then the images made vs 
&« of are such as are well known to predict (consistently with their con- 
e gstant use in many other parts of prophecy) a great destruction and almos! 
te annihilation of many of those lawful powers which rule on cartb, how- 
ee ever beneficial any of them may be to the earth; and 4 DEA 
« LESSENING OF THE DIGNITY AND SPLENDOUR OF ALL GREATNESS 
„ AND 4 SUBVERSION OF ALL GOOD ORDER AND CIVIL GOVERNMEN" 
„ Than which nothing can be expected more formidable. Dreadful in- 
&« deed must be 4 71ME, (if such an one is to come) WHEN men are . 
« loose upon each other, possessed of all their present improvements and 
« advantages, but unrestrained cither by law and civil government, or 6 
c conscience and good principle; scorning the admonition and 2uthority of 
those who ought to maintain justice, and assisted by the more ud 
« barbarous parts of the world, whom they shall find too ready to enc red, 
« THE UNIVERSAL UPROAR.” Page 262-3.---At the conclusion of tit 
Remarks on the Revelations, ch. 16, v. 13 and 14, he says: Here while 
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* Of course I refer the reader to the book itself for the tenor of 1 
whole argument. 
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Socinus droops, and baffled Priestley flies, 


— 
_ 


W 


„we maintain due reverential fear, our interpretation must end. Nothing 
« but the events themselves, when they come to pass, can rightly explain 
« the rest. And they will certainly sþcak LouDLY ENOUGH for them- 
« 5elves as those before have done. Only I must just remark, that 1t 
„gens, as if persecution and the horrid influences of guperstition, and of 
« ;xnorance, and of barbarism were allowed to produce their dire effects, 
« during the first part of the period of the time described under the Vials; 
and as if, JRRELIGION, VANITY, AND A TOTAL WANT OF ALL SERIOUS 
1 PRINCIPLE, AND A MISAPPLICATION, OF THE REFINEMENTS OF CIVTL- 
« 1247TION, were to be ALLOWED to produce THEIR MISCHIEF also at the 


latter end of that period!“ page 453. See also, p. 456 and 457, which 


I could wish to copy, the words are so important, and the style so digui- 


fed. In the conclusion of which Mr. King observes, on the finisbing of 


| the mystery of God, that as there should be false Christs and false prophets, 
go there should be also a dreadful subversion of all good government and 
order, and that men sbould be let loose upon each other, in defiance of all civil 
W © power and just rule, and of legal restraint.“ He subjoins some words 
too remarkable to be passed over.“ It will be bappy for t bose who ball 
ide some years hence, if they can prove me guilty of a mistake in this 
« point, I speak and write with cautious reverence and fear; acknow- 
«* ledging that J am liable to error, and by no means pretending to prophecy: 
„ | but 3till apprehending myself bound not to conceal the truth, where any 
matter appears to be revealed in Holy Scripture ; and especially Chen 
* the bringing an impending denunciation to light, (if it be truth ) may be 
an awful warning and caution to many, AND PREVENT THEIR BECOM- 
" ING ACCESSARY TO THE EVIL,” ft 


— 


\ 


* Page 461. 


The following passage from the great Historian Josephus, on the in- 


attention and ignorance of man in regard to the divine predictions, is re- 
warkable. The words are these: 


Laura iy, iv t durafatv T1 Tv Otis Pvoiv To oyVouroy, aεαννσu6u, 
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And at the strength of Horsley“ shrinks, and dies, Nor 


3 L —_ Page 

I must own, 1 am so struck with these passages, that without nd 
knowledge of this most distinguisbed Layman but from his work, I Gre 

1 1 


almost address him in the sublime apostrophe of one of the most clog 
Fathers of the ancient Church; Arbe. rv Ou, viert biporrey x44 0y 
r Tv Oy pevornriwy, Ave tui] TW TS TVEvH 4 TO, N L or 14 


pee Tis Exx De,. Noyou Cone Wixorre, xa viertes WHO2, 
TVET; 327 1 wy 400 ,”* 18 — 


Thus f did this very learned and most pious man, in a strain of sern 


renmimc 
temperate, and impressive eloquence, deliver his opinion and his me 
tation. They will stand be fore us and our posterity, as the memota ee a. 
that lonely wisdom, that reverential application of the divine word, » Wl | W 1; ce 
of that silent dignity, which can only be attained by a retirement (» pee 
intervals) from the world which Gov hath made to Him alone, nd \y 3 0 
that worship in spirit and in truth, which when joined to human er. W verSity 
tion and to the sober cultivation of the understanding, will produce rar extent 
v rO LIFE. But I conclude; humbly acknowledging and deeply fc: import 
myself wholly unequal, and altogether unworthy, to speak of the avil WE 4d 
sublimĩty of such subjects. My office can be but ministerial ; it is ni WS 2nd cl 
only to lead the aspirant to the door of the temple, and to retire. W Cathec 
b The Right Rev. Samuel Horsley, Bishop of Rochester. Wn e 
opinion, the controversy so ably maintained by this learned pt NNE Prelat: 
against the Heresiarch Priestley, is his peculiar praise. Bisbop Loch eee 
3 UA | — | rue n 
Ts J« Verte. TpPOAtsyi* THY Ti r ar0pwruy ATNOIAN KAI ATIETIAN re 
d 4s wow pes tebnααν r απον,ðM ÿE!uαtuvννν, ADTAAKTOL TE THI cbeint 
ETM®OPAIE IAPEAO@HEAN, a5 apnxavv avTo; t2Yc THY fy aut | t 
bp J | | in 6 
Joseph. Antiq. Jud. Lib. 10. S. 3. p. 449+ Ed. Hudson. 9 ceie 
* Gregor. Naz, Orat. 19. (Op. Edit. Prunzi. p. 286. Paris 1 WS « 4. 
It was pronounced before the great Basil, when seated upon ad nn only y. 
episcopal throne of Cæsarea. (A. D. circ. 374.) | But it 
In the beginning of the year 1788. Mr. K's book was r declare 


written some years before it was offered to the public. 
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Nor second stand in theologic fame 


Pagacious Hey, and Rennell's © learned name, 

nd Douglas, © hail'd afar from earliest youth 
Ircat victor in the well-fought field of truth. 

f To me, all heedless of proud fashion's sneer, 569 


E\Maurice © is learned, and Wilberforce ' sincere, 


— 


reminds me of the celebrated Divine, Charles Leslie. He has often the 
| $ame strength, the same acuteness, and sometimes the same coarseness 
Jr manner. But the argument is cogent, and the arms are irresistible. 
in theological controversy, Charles Leslie and Bishop Horsley always 
2 appear to me, „ Waeidæ similes, Vulcaniaque arma capessunt.” 
| c The Rev. John Hey, D. D. late Norrisian professor in the Uni- 
FE versity of Cambridge. The arrangement, the learning, the accuracy the 
extent of his rescarches in theology, are conspicuous in his laborious and 
import ant work, entitled“ Lectures, &c.“ read as professor. 
| d The Rev. Thomas Rennell, D. D. Author of a very able, learned, 
and eloquent Apology for the Church of England, preached in St, Paul's 
Cathedral, before the sons of the Clergy, May 10, 1796. 

e The Right Rev. John Douglas, D. D. Bishop of Salisbury, 2 
Prelate hose erudition, penetrating sagacity, and well- directed efforts 
have discovered and overthrown many strong holds of literary imposture. 
The names of Lauder and Bower are only remembered to their infamy. 
de Bishop's Treatise on Miracles, called “ The Criterion,” should be 
reprinted, Whiy is it not again presented to the public? (Oct. 1797.) 

t The Reverend Thomas Maurice, Author of“ Indian Antiquities, 
in 6 vols. 8vo.” and of « the History of Hindostan, its Arts and its 
W © ociences, as connected with the History of the other great Empires of 
Ala, during the most ancient periods of the world.” Vol. 1. 4to. is 

only yet publighed. The public are well acquainted with their merits. 
But it is with the most serious concern, that I read what Mr. Maurice has 


3 declared in his dedication, that « This History commenced under the 
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(Though on his page some pause in sacred doubt 


N 7 
« patronage of the Court of East India Directors, is dedicated to then, 
« in bumble hopes of their continued support of a work, which Mus 5:1; 
« WITROUT THAT * SUPPORT.” Learning has felt a degradatic: 0 
these words. I am not to be told, that researches like these of Mr. Mas. 
rice are liable to the caprice of erudition, and of uncertain applicati,y, 
and that bis style, matter, and manner are frequently too luxuriaut wy 
diffuse. The foundation of a temple may be strong, though every orn. 
ment on the pillars may not be just. (November, 1797.) 
v See A Practical View of the prevailing religious system of Pry, 
« fessed Christians in the higher and middle classes in this country, con. 
« trasted with real Christianity.“ By William Wilberforce, Esq. Men. 
ber of Parliament for the county of York.—Some very serious pen 
have their doubts as to the theological principles of this work in ther ful 
extent, and 1 fear it is too rigid and exclusive in its doctrines. Their | 
also too much of a s:ctarian language, which cannot be approved. But 
the intention, virtue, learning, and patriotism of the eloquent aud well ip 
formed Senator, I have the most honourable and decided opinion. His 
work is vehement, impassioned, urgent, fervid, instant; though sometine: 
copious to prolixity, and in a few parts even to tediousness. Perhaps iti 
the production of an orator rather than of a writer. I should think it gd 
been dictated. "Throughout the whole, there is a manly fortitude of 
thought, firm and unshriuking. But for my own part, for obvious rev 
sons, I dislike che term, Real Christianity,“ as exclusively applied to 
any get of propositions drawn from the Gospel. If 1 regard external wr 
cumstances, I would not indeed take theology from Athanasius or Fo 
suet, morality from Seneca, or politics from Lansdown or Sieyes, But! 
will own, that from a, scrutiny into the public and private character d 
Mr. Wilberforce, I am #nclined to think that his enemics would“ 
forced into an acknowledgment, (as it is recorded in the words ol & 
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As Gisborne * serious, and as Pott © devout. l 


Nor yet ungrac'd may Sulivan © remain, 
Serene in fancy, nor in science vain; 
But still, though oft his various works I scan, 


I quit the volume, when I find the man. 


——_— 


111 
= 1 
prophet,) that “ they can find no occasion against this man, except 11 5 
« they find it against him concerning the law of his Gon,” A reader 
of his work must be good or bad in the extreme, who may not 
receive some advantage from such a composition. I am indeed un- 
W worthy to praise it, and 1 feel myself so. If 1 may descend from 
W divinity to mere philosophy, I shall add that if Mr. Wilberforce proceeds 
Wand acts upon the sublimity of such principles, we may apply to him the 
expressions drawn from the fountain of Plato by his most enthusiastic 1 


votary, Plotinus. “ Ap ' aur Afτννu vll, g Nn rg PETTY, reg 


17 


WW” 40 745 Tel, He will best comprehend the high and holy sentence 


Which declares what is the life of such men; “„ *Ourw % xa ph 4 11 N 
IN". b Steg, aTANAGYH THY HYNGY TWY ige, Clog a TWI 10 
„„, ©10H MONOT IIPOZ MONON!” Plotini Ennead: 6. L. 9. 
Xi. 8 10190 
b The Reverend Thomas Gisborne, M. A. Author of an Enquiry 1 1 
nto the Duties of Men, &c. and of the Female Sex, &c. &c. eminently 311 
ntitled to the public esteem and gratitude. 
c The Reverend J. H. Pott, M. A. the learned and exrellent Arch- 
keacon of St. Alban's. In his writings instructive, laborious in his oflice, 
nd exemplary in his life and in his proſession. | 1 a | I 
d Richard Joseph Sulivan, Esq. F. R. S. and F. A. S. author of © Philoso- 
puca) Rhapsodies, &c. “and of a work entitled A View of Nature, in Let- 
ters to a Traveller among the Alps, with Reflections on Atheistical Phi- 
\o0phy now exemplified in France, in six vols. 8 vo.“ A work of labour 
o general utility, digested from original writers with judgment, and 
a upright virtuous heart, in a pleasing and instructive manner. It 
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Herschell, with ampler mind and magic glass, 


Mid worlds and worlds revolving as they pass, 
Pours the full cluster'd radiance from on high, 
That fathomless abyss of Deity. 580 
Who in the depth abstruse of intellect 

A greater now than Waring s shall expect? 


- ** — 


appears to be intended merely as an introduction to works of deeper genct 
and I consider it in this light. I dwell with affection on such a charage 
as Mr. Sulivan; and, if this were the place, and,if India were the theme, 


I might make honourable mention of the works and excellence of 11 Hol 
Brother, Joux SU1.1v AN, Esq. 
f Dr. Herschell's new doctrine concerning the Materia Solaris, ha 


attracted much attention among the learned. I offer to their consid:rs 


tion a curious passage, which I met with when I was reading with a very . TE 
different purpose. The Platonic PRocLvs, in the third book of the C.. * 
mentaries on the Timæus of his great Master, mentions that Aristotle on 
(whom, surely with justice, he calls o davparre; Apiororiays) hints, that W: 044; 
the Sun and the Stars are not absolutely bodies of fire. The words are their! j "EO 
% Toy ro AcTpwy x0pey, Xa avroy Tov wiyay Haw, OTK ONTA Ek os $7 
« NYPOSE.” Procli Comment. in Timzum Platonis, Edit. Basil. Gr, | ö grify 
1634. p. 131. There is another singular passage (not so explicit a: t Wi diene 
from Proclus) in the first book, de Cælo, of the Second Ennead ct Pit. Ee! 
nus the Platonicorum Coryphæus, as he has been called: he talks als, =_ : ] 


rather quaintly from Aristotle, of 4“ og T1 r AoTpwy pos Pogo Tt 
Plotin. Ennead, 2 L. 1. p. 99, &c. Edit. Basil. cum Comment. IId 
The reader is referred to Dr. HerscheWs most curious paper“ On thr 
« Nature and Construction of the Sun and Fixed Stars.“ Phil, 1:06 
Part I. 1795. | 

g Edward Waring, M. D. Professor of the Maths matics in de 
University of Cambridge. 
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Lo, where philosophy extends her sway, 

Guides future navies o'er the trackless way, 

More voluble and firm; so, strong in thought, 
The royal Synod Atwood sate and taught. 
wo may forget thee, | Beattie? rustic * Burns, 
And all his artless wood-notes Scotland mourns. 
With England's Bard, with Cowper, who shall vie? 
original in strength and dignity, 

wich more than painter's fancy blest, with lays 


Holy, as saints to heav'n expiring raise. 


—— * — 


h See a Paper in the Philos. Trans. 1796. Part I. entitled “ The 
Construction and Analysis of geometrical propositions determining the 
WF potions assumed by homogeneal bodies which float freely ard at rest, 
W on a fluid surface, also determining the stability of shiffs and other 

W floating bodies, by GEORGE ATwoop, Esq. F. R. S.“ The R. 8. 
5 rezented Mr. Atwood with their medal on this occasion. The names 
2 bf Herschell, Atwood, Maskelyne, Cavendish, Woollaston, Milner, &c. 
reiß the Royal Society. We have yet some (Master Builders in the 
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1 James Beattie, L. L. D. n of The Minstrel, a Poem in two 
books.” It is forever to be regretted that this true Poet and most excel. 
wan never finished his exquisite Poem. My mind dwells upon it, 
"ticularly on the First Part, even from my boyish days at school. 

Robert Burns. The Ayreshire Ploughman. An original Poet. 

| William Cowper, Esq. Author of “ The Task.“ — Tn Musa 
a %;! Such are the words of the divine Ascræan, in his Theogonia, 
these Mutes Seated on our own Parnassus, it may be said, 


Sciences,“ as Mr, Locke once expressed himself. (Preface to his Essay 
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See, with the fire of youth how art combines, 389 
When Milton's muse with Westall's " pencil joins! 
For Athens Cumberland ui seems born alone, 
To bid her comic patriot be our own. 


1 =” — 
_ — 


„ There did they sit, and do their holy deed, 
“That pleas'd both heaven and earth.” 
Bishop Hall's Satires, B. 1. 8. 2, 
The conclusion of the Poet's work is so sacred, so dignified, so unequsl!-4 
in simplicity and unaffected piety, that I hope none will read it without 
those sensations, and without that improvement, it geems designed (9 
inspire. 
« BUT ALL 15 IN HIS HAND whose praise I seek; 
« In vaih the poet sings and the world hears, 
« If k regard not, though divine the theme. 
«Tis not in artful measures, in the chime 
&« and idle tinkling of a minstrel's lyre, 
« To charm urs ear, who looks upon the heart: 
„% Whose frown can disappoint the proudest strain, 
* Whose approbation—prosper even mine.” 


IL. The magnificent edition of Milton by Boydell and Nicol, wich 
Westall's designs. MuSARUM DONA vocarem. 

Il Ric aan b CUumBERLAND, Esq. an author of various talents, at 
of very considerable learning. It is scarcely necessary to enumerate bis 
compositions, in particular his dramatic works, which have received the 
sanction of public'esteem. In my opinion he has done very great crvict 


to the cause of morality and of literature. He is author of a work ca 


„The Observer,“ and from the translation, in that work, of the fragments 
of the Greek comic writers, I believe all learned readers will agrce, that, 


he is the only man in the kingdom (with whom we are publicly acquant: 
ed) qual to the translation of Aristophanes. I wish it were to be te 
amusement of his retired hours. I shall never think he has been “ public too 
«long, but as he has quitted the stage, (as he has affirmed himself, though 
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High from the climes of Latium's happier day 
The Muse on Roscoe * darts her noon-tide ray; 
And with each soft, each reconciling pow'r, 
Sheds gleams of peace on Melmoth's closing hour: 
Bright to the goal in their sublime career 

Bryant and Burke * the torch triumphant bear; 


* 
— — 


— 


Poets sometimes will make False Impressions, ) such a translation would 
be an casy, Yet an adequate and honourable employment for a man of un- 
questionable genius, versatility of talents, and knowledge of the world, 
and a conSummate master of the poetical language of our best ancient 
dramatic writers. Let us hope that Aristophanes may yet be our own. 
(July 1797+) 

m Witham Roscoe, Esq. the historian of Lorenzo de Medici called 
the Magnificent. See the P. of L. Dialogue z, at the conclusion. 

n Witlian Mernorn, Esq. 4 most elegant and distinguished 
writer, “near half an age with every good man's praise.“ His transla- 
tion of Cicero and Pliny will speak for him, while Roman and English 
eloquence can be united, Mr. Melmoth is a happy example of the mild 
influence of learning on a cultivated mind, I mean of that learning which 


is declared to be the aliment of youth, and the delight and consolation of 
declining years. 


Who would not envy this “ FORTUNATE OLD MAN” 
is most finished translation and comment on Tully's Cato? or rather, 
ho would not rejoice in the refined and mellowed pleasures cf so accom- 
plizhed a gentleman and so liberal a scholar? 

0 It is to be wizhed, that these TWO GREAT MEN May now conclude 
their political and literary labours. Finem dignum et optimòo vir et opere 
anctissimsg faciant 2” Quintil. Lib. 12. Cap. 11. (June 1797.) — Since 
Writing the above, when 1 heard of the death of that un&@TUALLED man, 
he Right Honourable Epmund Bonk,“ I could only say to my friend, 

! | 


A IR 


4. 


—— — — 


* July 179 .—See Mr. Burke's character, in * The Imperial Epistle 
from Kien Long, Emperor of China, to George the Third, King of Great 
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While Granta hails (what need the Sage to name!) SW 


Her lov'd Iapis on the banks of Cam. 7 600 But 
| H pecenc Lvypns Wo rcligio! 
} TTevetas ay yiaing, » 8% WOLAMS yarerbar ich th 
| Kur, MHAEIAHE ! Je mor 
| 9 Such was my veneration for Tuts Grzar Man, when living, such is a and in 
| the depth of my homage, and the secret affliction of my spirit at his | Englan 
| departure. It appears to me expedient and grateful, that we should al bc ratio 
| remember and revere THE MAN to whose primal exertions (it c2:190! + : P 
[| repeated too frequently) we originally owe the public sense of the moral, $ of Can 
| political and religious danger of England from the grand crushing (ab! this gr 
| grounded and rooted in France, and branching out and overshadon:i,; i Wi | PuyS1 
| Europe. I speak, as I think, in sincerity. We cannot indeed, ito. WAG close of 
{ much reflection, understand the full nature and extent of the public ob ed 
| gation to Mr. Burke. I would not vindicate any man from the ce to 
l the grave; much less a politician and a statesman. The very reg i901 of 
| Politics is baneful; it is too frequently “ the soil the Vice, like,” 
\ Every statesman, in or out of power, knows his own meanness, the turbu- 
i | lence of his passions, the rattles of office, the irritation of opponents, tht 
| jealousy of rank, and the impatience of consorted power. All this 15 tric 
| But still, when I have revolved the various labours of Edmund Bur, 
* and the cause be bas waa (as it generally N n government, 
l 7 Britain,“ v. 115. page 19. Edit, gro. 1796. As PU as depends upon 
l me, the words of Pindar shall be verified on this great mau 
i Toy u #74 Oatvorr' Aoida honour « 
1 , EA ANG 0 | names Y 
n INzpet T6 rvpay Tov capable, 
G EW rgb name of 
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Whence 15 that groan? no more Britannia sleeps, 
But o'er her lost Musæus 4 bends and weeps. 


_— 


religion, and society, not the details of the war and its conduct) I say, 
with this allowance for the teverous frailty of the passions, and the taint 
of morality in all our best actions, I would record in lasting characters, 
F and in our holiest and most honourable temple, the departed Orator of 
England, the Statesman, and the Christian, Edmund Burke! “ Remune- 
66 ratio ejus Cum Altissimo!” 

p 1wish, (and every Etonian and every member of the University 
of Cambridge of good character will join me heart and hand) that 
this great disinterested, virtuous, and CONSUMMATE SCHOLAR AND | 
PuyS1CIAN, now by learning and religion conducted with dignity to the {1 
close of life, may be known by this affectionate verse to all posterity, © The 0 
id Iurn on the banks of Cam.“ | | 1 


Dris DILECTE SENE x, te Jupiter æquus oportet | f 
Nascentem, et miti Iustrarit lumine Phebus | I 
* * . * { | | 
Atlantisque nepos; neque enim ni charus ab ortu ill | 
| | 
| 
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Diis $uperis poterit magno favisse poetze. = il 
Hinc longæva viret lento sub store Senectus, 


rr 


Nondum deciduos seruans 1131 frontis honores, 

Ingeniumque vigens, et adultum mentis acumen. 

Ergo Ego te Clids et magni nomine Phœbi 

Manst PATER, JUBEO LONGUM SALVERE PER AVUM! 
M1LuTtoN ap MaNnSUM. 


— , 
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I know not what should restrain me on this occasion. For the eternal 
honour of the University of Cambridge, in this our age, to the following 
names which I have selected with the severest judgement of which Tam 
capable, Grar, Hun, Ocnen, Balcuy, and BRxrAxr, I will add the 
name of her Dilectus Tapis,RogtrT GLYNN! | 
TANTO HOMINI FIDUS, TANTAE VIRTUTIS AMATOR! ö 


(Nov. 1797.) 


à The Rev. William Mason, M. A. Auther of Elfrida, Caractacus, 
Muswus, a Monody on Mr. Pope, The English Garden, &c. &. &c. &. 
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| of Judicatute 1 Bengal, &c. &c. &c. &c. 
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Lo, every Grecian, every British Muse 
Scatters the recent flow'rs, and gracious des, 
Where Mason lies; he sure their influence felt, 
And in his breast each soft affection dwelt, 
That love and friendship know; each sister art, 
With all that colours, and that sounds impart, 
All that the sylvan theatre can grace, 

All in the soul of Mason © found their place!” 611 


Low sinks the laurell'd head; in Mona's land 


I sce them pass, tis Mador's drooping band, 

To harps of woe in holiest obsequies, 

« In yonder grave, they chaunt, our Dxuip lies! 
He too, whom Indus and the Ganges moury, 

The glory of their banks, from Isis torn, 

In learning's strength is fled, in judgment's prime. 

In science temp'rate, various, and sublime; 

To him familiar every legal doom, 

The courts of Athens, or the halls of Rome, 5% 

Or Hindoo Vedas taught; for him the mus 

Distill'd from every flow'r Hyblæan dews; 
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1 Sin WII LIIAM Jonnrs. One of the Judges of the Supreme Count 
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Firm, when exalted, in demeanour grave, 
uerey and truth were his, he lov'd to save. 
ls mind collected; at opinion's shock 

Jones stood unmov'd, and from the Christian rock, 
Cœlestial brightness beaming on his breast, 

Ile saw TAE STAR, and worshipp'd in the East. 
Thou too OcTavivs, that dread hour must feel, 
Nor eloquence, nor wit, nor patriot zeal, 650 
Nor piety sincere without the show, 

| Nor every grace Pierian pow'rs bestow 

From Pure Ilyssus and the Latian shore, 

= What Swift, or great Erasmus felt before, 

i May save thee !—yet, yet long, so friendship calls, 
lay guardian angels hover round the walls, 

WV here love and virtue fix their blest abode, 


rend of thy country, servant of thy Gon?“ 


— 


In this political and depressing period, it is some comfort to divert 
_ attention for a moment to such characters of hterary and poetical 

xcellence as The Rev. William Mason, and Sir William Jones; and to 
de able to add my own Octavius. OcTavivs Oprixvs, are the legiti- 
_ ors of Horace. With an allowance for the partiality of friend- 
bud who that ever felt such an affection will refuse to grant it) and 
oro that now he must neither be understood nor named, I assert 
ich truth, that Oc r Avius is formed to move among the highest and the 
ecuocst in the state, though contented and submizting to act in a station, 


- Yy 


* 
— — 2 0 


— — 


— 


1 * 
2 SS. 


— ROOTS 
= = 2 2 
_— ů —— — — 


ie BY 


a -... a 


— — 


2 


— . — — 22 — 
— 


—— 7 


— 


* — _ — 
— — — ͥ ͤ ́awrßK. — —[—̃ ——„—-—-t — — — 
— 


— —ͤ— 


- 4 „„ Þ 1 . A 
— — — => at x — — _ — 11 
. o * — * _ 
OO - = a *. Mig En EE 


— — „ MMA 
oo” — —_ * 


— oP ——— —— c ao —— — - Y Ag — 3 
1 * ä = Y : tag 
— I — — — 


— 
—— 


| 354 J 


OcTayivs/yes, it is, it shall be mine, 


With praise appropriate still to grace my line; 04 


a.m. —_—_— : * ä 
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certainly not without honour, yet inadequate to his faculties. Exon, 
ætatis nostre gloriam !” | 
b It is pleasing and satisfactory to think, that all books which ar 
absolutely required to strengthen, exalt, purify, and inform the under;::y. 
ding, and consequently to correct and enlarge the affections and the bean. 
are of easy access and of easy price. With the luxury of learniny and the 
modern elegance of types and paper, I have nothing to do, but earn! 
to deprecate all needless extravagance and brilliant folly in new publications, 
if they are designed to be of service to the world, and to be purch;a::, 
The august and sublime monuments of religion and of genius may he 
adorned without blame, or rather with great commendation. When the 
Bible, Shakspeare, and Milton appear in all the splendour of typogrs- 
phic art, and the magnificence of decoration from the pencil, who does 
not feel a secret pride in the honour reflected on the discerning liberal 
of his country? Such books may be considered as typographical picture: 
of eminent artists. Pictures however are not necessary for the closet of 1 
$tudent.; but they may adorn the museum of a nation or an university, an! 
digniſy the repositories of the opulent and patrician literati. Atticus i 
magnificent in such patronage, though Rutilus may incur some cenzure, 
This is a noble and laudable use of the superfluity of wealth. Ir |: av 
political in the highest degree. In times like these, men of talen 
genius, when unemployed and let loose upon the world, become . 
quently the pests of society, and the canker worms of the community. 
It is indeed high time to awake out of sleep, and to discern the peculis 
use of every blessing. In all our actions, we should have a view to tit 
stability of society and of well-regulated government. It becomes vs d 
to observe and separate the essential and unvarying laws of order trom 
the principles of confusion, and the dictates of sound senst from de 
wildness of ungoverned fancy, and of presumptuous intellect, The 4:20 
end and aim may at last be thus effected; and we may, by choc an! 
conviction, turn from lying vanities to the spirit of truth and of le. 
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To mark where Genius soars, beyond control, 
With Mantuan judgment and the Theban soul, 
Correct, majestic, copious, full, and strong, 

In arts, in arms, in eloquence, or song; 

Still proud to vindicate unseen, unknown, 

The State, the Laws, the Altar, and the Throne. 


OCTAVIUS. 


Here close the strain: and o'er your studious hour 
May truth preside and virtue's holiest pow'r! 
Sill be your knowledge temp'rate and © discreet, 


Though not as Jones sublime, as Bryant great; 650 


——__—_ 


e The advice of Octavius is good, but not applicable to a man 80 
insigntficant as his friend. But to men of knowledge and of ability in 
very department of life it is of deep importance. I lament and am 
indignant, when I think of such a scholar as Dr. Parr, and the waste of 
erudition and talents. Let him stand for a genus. © Knowledge alone 
is not our proper happiness. Men of deep research and curious inquiry 
* zhould just be put in mind, not to mistake what they are doing.“ 

The want of discretion and prudence has ruined more men. of lear- 
ning and genius than the time would allow me to mention, Without 
this sobriety of intellect nothing is strong, nothing is great. Without 
this prudence, without this discernment of time and circumstance, and 
tbe babit of regularity, without an attention to the decencies of society 
and of common life, and of the principles by which all men, however 
Fitted, must indiscriminately be conducted, all our attainments are no- 

thing worth. They will never procure us esteem or respectability among 
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Prepar'dto prove in Senate, or the Hall, 
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men. The world will but smile at such scholars; and ministers. wh 
called upon to promote them, will tell you, not without reason, % »; 
« not producible. s Let me give two passages on this subject, one fron 
Milton, the other from Dr. Johnson, variously applicable aud of Ucepes 
consequence. 
| „He who reads 

Incessantly, and to his reading brings not 

A spirit and judgment equal or superiot, 

Uncertain and unsettled still remains, 

Deep versed in b»oks, and shallow in himself, 

Crude or intoxicate, collecting toys, 

As children gathering pebbles on the shore.“ 

P. R. b. 4. v. 322. 


9 


To men of genius (as at least they are called) Dr. Johnson gave thi 


solemp adwonition: “ This relation (of the life of SAvACTH) will tet 


„ be wholly without its use, if those who, in confidence of superior caps 
« cities or attainments, disregard the common maxims of life, hl 
be reminded that nothing will suf ly the want of prudence, aud that 
« negligence and irregularity, long continued, will make An, e we: 
« less, wit ridiculous, and genius contemptible.” Dr. Johnson? Lite «i 


Savage, at the conclusion. 


« Deign on the passing world to cast thine eyes, 
And pause awhile from letters, TO BE WISE.” 


f No factions ever/proceeded to attempt 4 REVOLUTION H 011) is 
try, but first under the pretence and through the Medium of 41 /'* 084 
We have been told with effrontery and with faischood, that the Const tle 
tion of England exists only in the imagination ; yet we may 7-4 1c Bil 
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* The words of the Duke of Newcastle on such an occasion, when it 
Was Prime Minister in George the Second's reign. They were -poken el 
A MAN, whose genius, talents, eloquence, and erudition h010ured and 


supported. the Church of England. And pe was not promote... 
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hat states by learning rise, by learning fall; 
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ol Rights. The fact is this. Modern framers of political constitutions 
will never be satisfied, till they are laid down like the elements of mathe- 
t es in the manner of Euclid, Definitions, Axioms, Postulates, primary pro- 
posttious, and subst quent propositions, built upon and proved by the preced- 
ha, with corollaries and deductions. One strange writer, (perhaps it is the 
frst time the reader ever heard of him) says © Cox rurtov must be 
| & produced intire and ut the Same time; it must be simple in its construc- 
„tion, aud PERFELT in all its parts.” Malkin's Essays on Civilization, 
80. (1795) p. 122. I had fondly thought that Lord Bacon had distin- 
guizhed the works of nature from those of art, in that masteriy and me mo- 


rable sentence.“ Natura ommum partium rudimenta simul parit et pro- 
« creat.'”* I suppose a political Constitution is the work of human art. 
Indeed if Mr. Malkin were describing a per/+et poem, epic or tragic, he 
could not have expressed himself more critically, Yet thus it is, that our 
present theoretical writers sport with man and his passi91s, "They cer- 
W tainly consider us all as passive machines, and they apply their laws, with 
; as much cool indifference to their fellow-creatures, and with as little feel- 
ing, as they would apply the axe, or any mechanical instrument, to lop a 
S tree v7 to raise a weight, Their systems uniformly proceed on this princi- 
pe. They never vary. Mercy is not in all their choughts; there is 
E i-ither allowance for human frailty, nor revision of judgment. Man has 
offended: he must die the death. Gnossius hæc Rhadamanthus habet 


DUS, EN. We have all scen and felt, what the revolutionary 
principle 1s. 

We must never for a moment forget, that THE ONGECT Of FRANCE, 
| on ber first Revolution, bas been and ts 70 CHANCE THE GOrFERNMENT 
IN EVERT STATE IN KUROPE, and in every other part of the world which 
be can pervade or influence. Look in Germany, in Belgium, in Italy, 
in Switzerland, in Spain, in the isles of the Eastern or of the Western 
Arclupelago; cast your view, broad and unrestrained, from the dominions 
vt the Porte to the banks of the Ohio or the Mississippi, not a state, not 


— 
8 


8 
X — 


— —_ — ———__ 


* De Augment. Scient. 


888 7 


Serene, not senseless, through the awful storm, 
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a fortress, not a work, not a fragment of nature or of art, not a cliff, na 
torrent, not a precipice, but has felt the shock and impulse of cut, 
ary terror. Abyssus abyssum invocat! One deep has called upon ano! 
the winds have blown the signal of encounter, and the cataracts are un. 
ing and conflicting; or in the resounding language of the poet of h 
nopolis,* 
© Euvipgopeercr veOuwy peruxnrops pe 
% Bpoyratun Capudures e opeoprog ym!” 

I must claim excuse and indulgence for my expressions, if jt can | 
required at an hour like the present. My mind is either horne dows o 
hurried away with the terrors of impending desolation, and the overthroy 
or confusion of fixed, regulated, established government. My 
are Solitary; but they are deep. Ty vx ws Zupyerar Peu. | hay 
indeed the consolation of affectionate and honourable friendship, ad ! ap 
not without the approval of a few who are wise and good: but Ic 
say that „in my life time I have had too much of noise , cory! 
«© ment.“ f I have risen in silence: and in peace and privacy it i 
desire to set and to depart. But can any of us see what we have 5c, 
and not labour to avert it from our own country? If I could concenc: 
man of less political significance than myself, (not from my endeavou 
but from my situation,) I would call even on him for assistance. But | 
would also add still more fervently, that if all and each of us, who tet 
the time and the power of these days of darkness and of desolatin: t a 
can be persuaded in the spirit of seriousness and of temperate v4tion 
piety, & to offer up prayers and supplications with strong crics unto [11 
«K whe IS TET ABLE ro SAVE US FROM DEATH;” who knows but i! 
We may rar be heard, in that we have feared ?” 
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* Nonnus. Dionys. Lib. 41. v. 84. p. 1059. Edit. Hanov. 161. 
+ An expression in the affecting Will of the Right Honourabi 
Edmund Burke. What declaration, what testimony, what experiend 
will convince us of the © Vera bona atque ulis multum divers, ren 
« erroris nebula?” | 
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n principle sedate, to shun Reform; 
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The object, the undiverted object of France is THE OVERTHROW OF 
NLA Nos NoSTRAQUE, the form of our government, the funda- 
nenta“ laws, and the principles by which property is acknowledged and 
ecured, These have been attacked by assault, by storm, by breach, by 
dition, by the arms of ribaldry, of obscenity, of blasphemy. At one 
ime they open upon us the floodgates of treason and madness, at another 
bey sap the foundation by a circuitous stream winding and working-un- 
zerceived, We appeal to facts and actions, not to promises and declara- 
ions. They know that a Revolution can alone be effected by a political 
form. There is no other mode. I speak not of conquest by war. A 
tate may prove bankrupt ; but I would inculcate it with peculiar earnest- 
Wis, that, 4 REVOLUTION IS NOT THE NECESSARY CONSEQUENCE OF 
Duet. I view with fear the finances of Great Britain, but not 
ithout a rational hope of final, though tardy restoration.“ The proposal 


* In the year 1740, Lord Bolingbroke wrote to Sir W. Wyndbam 
Won the $tate of public affairs, during the Secession from Parliament. 
| Ihe British Constitution of Government is at 4 GREAT CRISIS, 
Wc must turn either to life or death. Ihe disease cannot be long 
WW borne, God knows, whether the remedies can.” Coxe's Memoirs of 
WSir Robert Walpole. Correspondence ; Vol. 3, p- 351. Fifty-eight 
cars have passed since this was written. The state of the National Debt 
Wt that period and the danger of FJacobinism, may be compared with the 
burthen of the present time, and the horrors of French Jacobinism. The 
een 5eceders from Parliament will do well to consider their predecessors 
Wi this ridiculous, or rather wicked, scheme. Bolingbroke, in a subse- 


W4uent letter to Sir W. Wyndham, $ays; © The Jacobite party in Britain 


bs an un- organized lump of inert matter without a principle of /ife or ac- 
ion im it, capable of mobility perhaps, but more capable of divisibility, 


and utterly void of spontaneous motion.” (Coxe's Memoirs. Vol. 3. p. 


„) {fit were possible to describe a party by its opposite qualities, how 
Bous and fearful it is to contrast the modern French JAcos ix Faction 
W Orca Britain. Whatever be its size, or dimensions, it is nothing but 
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To mark man's intellect, its strength and bound 
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of Reform is my specific apprehension. I would strennously restst a 
propose rs of Reform; Mr. Pitt formerly, and Mr. Grey at present. I top. 
ess I never could understand the great Lord Chatham's celebrated exyr-,, 
sion of “ infusing a portion of new health into the constitution to enghl; 
t jt to bear its infirmities.“ Junius (in his very last letter) calls it bil. 
«fant and full of intrinsic wisdom.“ For my own part, I thin it by 
false glitter and full of intrinsic nonsense, when applied politically, 1: 
is mere rage of metaphor. It is to call the mind a sheet of white paper, 
till at last we are brought to think the resemblance to be the very thing 
$ignified. The use of metaphor is to illustrate, not to prove. 
Government, take it in any of its complex forms, can be carried ei 
but in three ways: by unsallied principle and undeviating virtue in the 
Governors, and perhaps in the people; by force and terror; or by initigate! 
law and influence. Who does not wish for the first? Who expects to: 
it? In states highly civilized, the mixed mode of law and influence on thi 
minds of free agents appears to me the only mode in which tranquility, 
security, and general happiness can be tolerably preserved, with the alloy. 
ance of human frailty. I detest corruption, open or secret, as much 2: 
any man. But when I see an assembly formed on any principles howeer 
sublime, or deep, or disinterested, I remember it is formed of men. Me. 
nander said long ago; Avdgwrrog! 


dau Th9Perts. It is man; his name 


explains the rest. I never will consent to think, that Government 1; 2 
matter of perpetual experiment. I would raft new regulations upon the 
old principles by a very gradual removal of what is absurd, obsolete, er- 
less, or an incumbrance. It was the boast of Citizen Lord Stanhops, t'at 
he would teach the Judges law, and the Bishops religion. T have n. 


such ambition; but at present I would recommend to Charles Abbott, Eq. 
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organization, quick matter, life and action, immobility in principle, full 
spontaneous motion, one and indivisible. 


Sic furiis CACI mens eftera; nec quid INausnm 
Aut intractatum scelerisve dolive ! | | 
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Nor deem stability on change to found; 
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Member of Parliament, the new Digester of our Laws, not to be too 
zubtle in the process. Mr. Abbott is a gentleman of learning, virtue, 
ability, and upright conduct; but in such a cause the best among us must 
be warned of the danger of experiment. "Oxaipeg evg, 4 rupee of2Xpny 
gald the Father of Physic in the depth of his aphorismic wisdom. But 
caution is not timidity. It is not every political chemist who can throw 


off into his work the spirit of legislation, unmingled with grosser dregs 
and feculence of the mass. 


Let us now, and at all times, be vigilant with determinate courage. 
We know, beyond the possibility of a doubt, ht freedom, what equal. 
ity of power among the citizens, what sameness, what fraternity, what 
| comfort, what bappiness, and what security France has cfered, and given 
too, to all countries, who have either bowed voluntarily, or have been 
zubjected, to her tyranny. Take Cicero's expressions. As to themselves; 
| « Licet, quod videtur, publicum judicare: quod judicaverint, vendere,” 
As to other nations, friend or foe; “ Perspici non potest, utrum severitas 
= © accrbior, an benignitas quæstuosior sit.“ Such are the words in that 
elaborate and consummate Oration on the Agrarian Law, which every 
man would do well to read and consider in the original, or in a transla- 
tion. It is peculiarly pertinent to the present time, W hen Demosthenes 
raised his mighty voice against a decree proposed by Aristocrates, he 
bespoke the attention of his audience as to a private man, who had neither 
part in the administration of the state, nor influence from his connections. 
He bespoke their favour on this ground. He thought the interest of 
Athens was alone a sufficient plea. EN, #34 e WoxAurrwr Hg, 

t 1s TETOASTSOSE)W N THTTSUSKEISY Tag dea , pry pet THAIKEETOY 
ona dutur rifle. „ For my own part without any other preten- 
non, political or literary, than the love I feel to my country, her laws, 
her religion, her ordinances, and her government, and the labour I have 
exerted to understand and to preserve them, I would earnestly and affec- 
tionately remind my ee Apes in this perilous and perssing hour, of 
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To feel with Mirabeau that « Words are Things. 
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the eloquent words of Demonax, as they are recorded by Lucian; « (,, 

« gtitut ions and doctrines like these you will never decree, till you have first 

« removed or overthrown THE ALTAR OF MERCY!” The words of the 

original are full of dignity : 1 TpoTepoy w Abnrauor, el. xv un ty 

* * EAEOT Tor Cwumeor xabihure.” 

g A celebrated saying of the famous Mirabeau, in the beginnin; 

| of the French Revolution. l would, in this concluding note, oben 
with great earnestness and affection to my Country, that in all the c. 
partments of society, government, religion, or literature, the French have 
at all times maintained ONE UNVARYING SYSTEM OF DECEPTION, when 
under the ancient monarchy, or now under the iron, unrelenting tyranny 
of their new republic. Their manner of reasoning is, and always hy 
been, sophistical. We are in perpetual danger of being mis'-d by the 


appearance of reason. We have always ground for distrust. T:k » e. 
specimen from thousands and tens of thousands of instances. Mary bim. 

ö years ago, in a collection entitled“ Lettres Historiques et Politique,” = 
a French Statesman used these words to Mr. D'Alembert. « Je ne ven 4 but 


point admettre dans les arrets de Conseil un vrai trivial, un clarte tro ei 
« familiare. Je veux un vrai de recherche, une clartè elegante, ue | Lure 
* naivete fine, toute brillante de termes pompeux, relevEs inopinement de 
1X phrases arrondies, de vocatifs intermediaires et d' adverbes indefinis." a 
Nothing can be more characteristic of French Statesmen. Be but af. 3 Ops 
ciently unintelligible, have but your vocatifs intermedtaires et, your dt = 
verbes inde finis, and the business is done. Language without meaning 
phrases to blind the people, and ideas to delude. But when tlc schen 
is accomplished, and when they obtain the power, their language is pe 
fectly intelligible. 
Next take an instance in Literature. Mey of learning have alway! 
had a proper value for the Greek language, by reasons too obvious for 


me to state. In general the French are ignorant of it. Indeed Mr. C. 
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* Lucian, Demonax, p. 555. Ed. Fol. Bourdelotii. 
7 Lett. Hist. et Polit. Vol. 4» P» 176. 
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White in Delusion's ear their magic rings, 
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mus (the Deputy) some time ago published an edition of Aristotle,* 
Nige Za, moderate enough as I thought from a slight inspection. But 
in general the French Philosophers, who by their works prepared the Re- 
volution, are perpetually despising or ridiculing the Greek language. I 
only speak of their manner of effecting their purpose. One of the acutest, 


W these words, © Ab, si vous savies le Gree {-—(Ceux qui scavent, ou croient 

| « 5av0ir, 'Hebreu, VArabe, le Syriaque, le Cophte ou le Copte (as if he 
W cared how it was pronounced) le Persan, ou le Chinots, pensent et par- 
lent, de m#me et pur les memes raisons.”* We see, that the French Phi- 
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* ] know not whether the French have been taught by the Citizen 
Commentator Camus to have recourse to the metaphysics of Aristorle, 
when he declares that © Equality is really Sameness,” or as the Stagyrite 
himself expresses it, H lcerns, *Evorng,h The French Commentators never 
vary in their sense. With his Magna Moralia they have nothing to do; 


— 
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priority of the science and practice of (THEIR) politics, in every state of 
Europe. H IeAmTixy xvp wraury Xo ap xtiTExTNIXN. Tag vyop ia xpomwy 
TW) $F00THLLWY BY Tus Hesi, Ka Torts ExarTE; WaNlavui, Kai ,t, 
AYTH AIATAEEEI! I am grieved to add the words which follow: 
'Opwpety T4; WTIKOTAT&5 THY Avvaperoy III TAYTHN OYTEAZ 14 LI can- 
not also help observing, that mutatis mutandis, the letter of a modern 
French General to any State resembles one from a Grecian Courtezan in 


noch unlike. Philamena says to Crito, © Why do you trouble yourself to 
ite so often? 1 want Fifty (or fifty million) Ppreces or GOLD, I do 
dot want letters; IJ you love me GIVE ME MONEY! Farewell. (Health 
* and Fraternity”) The Greek is more emphatic : * Ilwraxovre xypvow 


1 % Ju, xat4 Ypeufe fs M Nei. EI ME OIAEIE, AOS.” Alciphron. Lib. 1. 
Ep. 40. Edit. Bergleri 1791. p. 61. 


* D'Alembert Mente de Literature et de Philosophie, Vol. 5. 
| p 526, 8 


t Arist. Metaphys. L. 10. C. 3+ I Arist. Ethic. Nichom. L. 1. C. 2. 
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most dangerous, and most insidious of them all, Mr. D'Alembert, has 
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but they seem marvellously to agree with him respecting the dignity and 


Alciphron's collection. The fraternal and meretricious demand are not 
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Through states, or armies, in the camp, or street, 
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losopher by confounding the Arabiac, Coptic, Syriac, and Chinese, ug 
the Greek, insinuates that there is an equal use in them all, that ls, tg 
the generality of scholars and to the world at large, little or no ge at 4. 
This does not merit any answer; but we see the nature of a French 5. 


tosopber's proof, and the manner of bis argument. In short, he either 
"knows every thing, or there is no manner of use at all in any thing tha 


he does not know. 

I think from continued observation, I understand the nature of tles 
men. Their literature, their politics, their philosophy, all terminate ig 
the same point. © Crayex Mot,“ are the words, whether Fey Speak tg 
an individual, or to the nations of the universe. 

Now, since the Revolution, from reasoning they have betalen then. 
selves to single words. Deception still. Mirabeau said true, Wor 
are things.” I cannot help observing that the Athenians (whose gy, 
yernment was popular, and consegquently tyrannical, and manured wich the 
blood of her own citizens) had a custom of softening the appellation d 
things which naturally conveyed an idea of terror. This may be ſound 
in a most curious extract, preserved by the very learned Photius fron 


"the 4th book of the Cbrestomatbia of HELLApius BesANTINOUS ; the 


words are these. © To en duc p AtyE4v et reis Taroos Ppovris wh 
* αονα,u Is reis Abnvains' die xo re AS0fwrHQOev GERKER WAY), 121 70 
& Angecor Koiver, rg d Eprrvugs rexevas bis" Ar D. Photii Bibliothec. Set, 
279. p. 1593+ Ed. 1653. In the same manner the French apply th: 
terms, Equality, Liberty, Fraternity, &c, for Tyranny, Desolation, Oy. 
pression and Plunder. This is well understood. It would be presump 
tion to enlarge on this subject to a kingdom so enlightened, so dignified, 
and I may add, $0 PREPARED as Great Britain, 

We have every thing to lose. We have under our own form dt 
government, comfort, protection, honour, security, and happiness. Tit 
price of preservivg them is indeed great, very great; but tle price of 
anarchy, reform, and inextricable confusion, would be greater beyond al 
calculation. We have a foe powerful and perhaps unrelenting. But al 
states yield at last to circumstances; and policy may grant what affect 
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And now a School revolts, and now a FrExT. 660 
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would refuse. The most ardent wish of my heart is 4 SECURE Px Ack, 
after a war forever to be deplored, bloody, fatal. and expensive beyond 
all example; but which I always belicyed, and still believe, to have been 
IVA. We have seil many and great resources; but the times 
never called with so loud and so commanding a voice for wisdom, dis- 
cernment, and integrity, tor temperate, timely, and gradual concession 
with diznity and security, and for an economy rigid and undeyiatingy 
on {ve part of pur governors. The times call equally for obedience, syste- 

matic acquiescence under temporary pressure, alacrity in defence, and 
W vigilance and loyalty, and STEADINESS, in all the Subjects of this land. We 
have no nerd of the Roman Armilustrium; our arms are purified already. 
Ou. Soldiers are loyal and honourable, and without spot. They have been 
Wcizhed in the balance, and found perfect, And J trust our naval flag 
u never again wave but in defiance to our enemies. 
eee continues firm. 


We are not lost, 


see che ancient marks of our country in every loyal countenance, I 
would give Lfe to Kery one who thivks, and loves our great kingdom 
Wand its constitution. In times of national distress Poets have sometimes 

ound means to invigorate the public mind, and to confirm its stability. 

speak indeed of the days of old, „the image of our antique world.“ 
Wu: now, when the Temple and the Citadel, the worship and the strength, 
Wd the constitution of our forefathers are ro be venerated and defended ; 
t 15 happy that we can trace and find these powers, each in their order, 


We may be reminded of all that was depicted in the fabled palace 
„here the deities once assembled in full consistory : 


Signa ramen, DivQmque tori, et quem quisque cacrarat 
Accubitu genioque, locus monstrantur !* 


Pu I /:b/c not: we have not the images, but the very things 8 us 
_ tc words of poetry are set off by the superior force of truth. 

We must remember that all the leagues of French Factions and theu 
aders, in England or in any country, never relent. They know not 
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* Statius Achill. L. 1. 
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; Go, warn in solemn accents, bold and brie1. 
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the meaning of the term. There is as much mercy in them, to uz the 
Phrase of Shakspeare, as there is milk in a male Tiger. If they wn 


1 


reasons to the country, they give us manefestos and declaration: (ro, 


their clubs. They tell us of corruption, and reform, and all the 0 . 
of anarchy and revolution. So thundered the Orator of Athen against 
such men: Ayr;, zu ar C 447 a EVPLOXEBO6, Ker! TRPA"Y12Þ%;, 141 
pepe ts, TorporaTo wbpuruy xus HER. But Justice has % 
balance, and the sword is not borne in vain. “ At Home, (IU take the 
« words of Sir John Finch in the 4th of Charles I.) at any ruie Avro. 
© kITY MUST -BE VINVICATED from contempt, SINCE THE L1ts 1 


«K GOVERNMENT IS REPUTATION.” And we should remember, thi 


None are so bold as the factious in company, none so fearful apart,” 
We may have good hope, for we have a good cause. When perhzj 
the greatest statesman and the greatest orator that ever headed an oppo 
sition, demands an audience of his Sovereign, I would willingly bac, 
that the principle of his heart is not democratic : though I think his prin- 
ciples in general, are very dangerous at this time, I would hope we may 
be redeemed, 

It was the boast of the Roman Emperor Augustus, that he found the 
city of bricks and left it of marble. I trust we shall not reverse this memo- 


rable saying. I trust that the public credit of the nation will revive, ad 


that in this respect, when speaking of Mr. Pi, it will not be engraven 
with an iron pen and in the rock of England forever, . Aurcan invent, 
&* chartaceam reliquit.” I think I can discern the firm establishment d 
lawful constitutional power in the plunges of meditated convuls1o! ; and 
the return of day in the moment of greatest obscuration. | ave tt 


— 


— 


* Demosthenes, Orat. Hees Azxpirs v pub Dem. EA. G5. Bene. 
nati 1570. p. 546. Why will not our Statesmen Study Dermosthenes 10 
he not allowed to be the very first political Orator ? Mr. Fox virtually 
understands his manner better than any man in England. t'* docs dot 


exert it for the same good end. 
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my country from my earhest years, from a conviction of the excellence 
of the Constitution and of that balanced liberty it was formed to maintain. 
[ am grateful for the protection and the blessings it has afforded, and is 
yet mighty to preserve. 

{ am again, (much against my will, and I sincerely apologize tor 
repeating the subject, ) finally called upon to declare with solemnity, and 
with that truth which IT have ever revered and preserved, that this whole 
composition, verse and prose, is the work of one hand. In this assertion 
I have no mental reservation. I never wore the weeds of Dominick, or 
drank from the cup of Loyola. If this declaration will not suffice, I 
shall leave the sable birds of detraction to the hoarseness of their own 
clamours, and to the worms on which they feed. I shall soar upward to 
the source and fountain of light. It is also frequently insinuated and 
& $ometimes boldly asserted, to be written in conjunction with many learned 
and eloquent friends in the groves and. retreats of our beloved Academe, 
It is true indeed, By the waters of Cam ] have sat down and wept, when 
« 1 remembered thee, O Sion! as for my harp, I have often hanged it 
up among the trees that are therein.” I wished to “ sing one of the 
songs of Sion.“ But, as it seems, it is an honourable Conspiracy, a Con- 
9þiracy to vindicate, to recommend, and to uphold the cause of govern- 
went, of Christian religion, of learning, and of good manners. Would it 
were so! Such united talents might do their perfect work. I have only 
to lament the unworthiness of him who has presumed, without assistance 


or co-operation, to undertake that office ALONE; b 


© To inter mit no watch 
« Avariat THE WAKEFUL FOE, and wide abroad, 
* T brough all the coasts of dark destruction, SEER 
„ DELIVERANCK FOR US ALL!” 


It indeed I had either personal hope, or personal fear, in the political 
or in the literary world, I think it will be allowed that. 1 should not have 
published this work. He must reconcile contradictions who will dispute 
this assertion. Yoo have I courted? to whom have I bowed? Arbi- 
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Mourn proudest empires prostrate in the dust, 
Tiaras, fanes, and pontiffs, crown and bust, 
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trary power in any shape is my abhorrence. I have walked in the $Ched 
of Locke, and have paszed through that of Sidney. But I baus, n th 
hour of maturest reflection, approved and held fast the tempered doctrize; 
which uphold government and prevent confusion. | 

In the political matters of this time, my suit and service is not re. 
dered personally to Mr. Pitt. Upon me uk can bave no claim. My «nic 
is to my Country, and my praise to the Minister of the Crown of Gren 
Britain. My k praise is to nIxt, who by deliberate and undaunted firnnes, 
with an unblenched dignity, by commanding powers in sprecht and argy 
ment, and by vigorous measures, though without that promptitude of 
decision which marked his great Father, has preserved and aufen 
Cong may he preserve and support them!) the principle and stability of 
the” English government and constitution. The main voice / Enylon 
goes with me in this. Such I estcem Mr. PreT: as such I honour hin, 


Am I bis enemy? I see his errors and his vices too, and I lay no flattering 


unction to them. I am alive to all his public yirtues, and 1 would correct 
their aberrations, for they are many. 

As to Mr. Fox; that he has not discerned the signs of these mes, 
will not assert; but that his imprudence, his unbridled licence of langnary, 
and his plunging desperate doctrines in times like these, in and out of Par 
liament, have alienated the mind of his country from Him, that ] wil 
maintain. If I were to give-credence to all his speeches which | bar 
either heard or read, I must declare them to be the doctrines of a ma 


i ripe and ready for any revolution. If he is honest in his opinion, | ct 


neither think nor pronounce him honest to his country. He shon d v0! 
have thus exhibited himself in the House, or on the Hustings. Aon if 
ista gibi tempus sþectacula poscit! I pass over the pri mrose path of dall ante 
on St, Anne's Hill; thougb I would fain cast a withering look cn 
the nocturnal orgies of dieing depredation and of -patrician plunde 
before the walls of che palace, in the very face of a virtuous aid insv!t 
SOVEREIGN. | [ will separate the man from the reader of opposition. 


. 


And 
Snat 


am re: 
witho! 
pleasal 
conver 
of this 


and pe 
Neither 
drill m 
best, s. 
It is v 
on this 
cou; 
| | proud | 
Mr 
ore 
orm © 
ould 

| ty, 2 
Paare 
1 
2 1 
* 
INRꝑNO 
pirit, 


hegt: 


. $69 J 


And last, as through the smould'ring flames you turn, 
Snatch the Palladium, though the 'Temple burn. 666 
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ready to bow, and I do bow, to his genins, to his political eloquence 
Without an equal, to his knowledge various, deep, and extensive. His 
pleasantry, his social friendly disposition, and the good temper of his private 
conversation are acknowledged. But if he is ever to direct the councils 
of this kingdom, he must tread back almost all his steps. If he turns to 
oun government, he must be born again. 

With opinions bold and candid as these I might obtain some respect 
and perhaps some attention from the public, but I could hardly please 
either Mr. Pitt or Mr. Fox. If I sought personal fame; my motive 1s 
«till more visionary. No man can account for it. He who loved fame 
Pest, said of it,“ Just what you hear, you have.“ Jam wholly unknown, 
It is very proper that I should be so. Yet 1 would be understood even 
on this point. I have not the sacred fear of a coward, but the deliberate 
courage which is inspired by reflection, and the confidence which I am 
Wproud to repose in honourable friendship. Some literary enterprizes are 
ndeed rather hazardous in their nature. Mine are of that number. Yet 
oe decotum and 1 would be guided by discretion ; but it is not the 
orm only of those virtues, refined through certain strainers, that 1 
ouch preserve, it is the spirit. I would have gentleness without timi- 
l Wity, and decision without presumptiou. But I mus? feel the pressing 
acc of the time, the burdens, the terrors, the perils, and the necessity 
THE STATE. Whoever would do a public service, must forget him- 
Wc! His remuneration is from within. As to myself, however unavail- 
W's wy actions, my sentiments, my abilities, or my services, they are 
INENOWN, UNBOUGHT, UNSOLICITED, and Shall be UNALTERED. In 


pit, ju principle, and in affection, my words and my thoughts are 
hese: 


Non ante revellar, 
Ezanimem quam te complectar Rom a, tuumgue 
omen LIBERTAS, et inanem prosegquar umbram { 


* 


1 


THE IND OF THE POEM, 
1 3 A 


+ 32 ˖7—»Q 2 
— TT — * = 


ol — — LOR - 
— 1 wy" 
Cr nr rr —— — — — —— — 


* * . 
— Ns 


N 2 
= 


— 
— 


— 


=Y 


= 
— — 2 


— — 


* 
— —— — — ü —— ·¶· * 
— — ” 0 1 


— 


— - 


„ — 


CO ns ᷣ ͤ—ů ——]—•—äm̃— 


= — — 


_ — = — 
—— . — æF W— — —— 1 
- 
2 I : WV 


2 hon bn ito — — <C . * 
- 


a 


TITER 


144 dh 
_— 


— I CIC” — 


22 2 2 
* 


i 
4 
1 


— ——V— — —⅛ — — — 


- 


| 
| 
| 
f 
q 


0 dy 4 Are fee fed Loi te ns — Ye — —— 


A TRANSLATION 


OF THE 


GREEK, LATIN, ITALIAN, AND FRENCH PASSAGES 


QUOTED IN THE 


PREFACES AND NOTES 


TO THE 


PRECEDING POEM. 


1 TO WHICH IS PRETIX HD, 


A PREFATORY EPISTLE, 


INTENDED AS 


A GENERAL VINDICATION OF THE SAID POEM, FROM VARIOUS 
REMARKS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE UPON II. 


BY THE TRANSLATOR. 
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A PREFATOR Y EPISTLE 


ON THE 


PURSUITS OF LITERATURE, c. &c. Oc. 


ADDRESSED 


OL. N. ., HO Q, 


Post resides annos, longo velut excita somno, 
Romanis fruitur Musa ( Britanna) choris : 
Sed magis intento studium censore laborat 
Quod legitur medio conspiciturque foro. 
Illi conciliat gratas impensius aures, 
Vel meritum belli, vel Stz[ichonis amor. 
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A PREFATORY EPISTLE, 


ADDRESSED 


. 


T YC. 


INTENDED AS A GENERAL VINDICATION OF *© THE PURSULTS 
« OF LITERATURE, A POEM IN FOUR DIALOGUES, WITH 


© NOTES;” FROM VARIOUS REMARKS WHICH HAVE BEEN 
MADE UPON IT. 
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Ex Procti Commentartiis in PLATonts Honsrtανα. Edit. 


Gr. Basil, 1534. p. 349. 


Dz ar SIR, 


I HAVE been informed that repeated requests have 
deten made to the publisher of © Taz PurSurTs or LITERATURE,” 
tor a Translation of the passages from various languages quoted in the 
Notes to that Poem. I wish the Author had translated them himself; 
out as that cannot be the casc, I have, at your immediate desire, 
enacavoured to give you some idea of their force and full meaning. As 
ee of opinion, that my attempt will not be disagreeable or unsatis- 
actory to many persons, who are not peculiarly conversant in Greek 
nd Latin, I have consented to print and publish them. 
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: 
The Author of the work had perhaps too much respect for 


Nas 
dae 


to obtrude a translation upon them. But that circumstance is no 
why a friend to the Author, and to the general diffusion of the 1-1-1; 1 
principles, and illustration of the work, should decline it. The 
are best acquainted with the difficulty, will most readily excuse the er, 
and mistakes. I have not thought it expedient to present vou v'-), 
poetical version of the passages from the Greek and Roman bad 
various reasons. But independently of ewary other considerati h.! 
conceive, that a translation in prose always gives a more due 
and precise idea of their strength and meaning, than the most fnivhed 
attempt in verse, to those who are not acquainted with the 
language. 

The Author of the Pursuits of Literature seems to have prod 
them to enliven, to illustrate, and to enforce his doctrines and n 
I think also, it was his purpose to recall and fix the attention of the pub. 
lic on those finished models of ancient learning, the great directors df 
taste and judgment, and to their best disciples and imitators in the n 
ages. I wish so useful an intention may have its effect. 

As to the various languages employed in the work, it may be here, 
that a noble: peer of this realm has lately followed his example. | non 
not with what propriety. The Earl of Abingdon has regal a . 
ous Lady of the house of Courtney, not only with his own Engl, 2nd 
that of the Orator of the University of Oxford, the Reverend Wlan 
Crowe, but with Greek, Latin, Italian, and French in the original he. 
guages, from Aristotle to Citizen Gourville. Aud he has cu per: 
formed all this in one short philosophical Letter to Lady Loughborough.(s) 
Who shall hereafter blame the Author of the P. of L. or wy cal to et 
plain his quotations! 

Since the publication of those ingenious and witty compos ns 
Tickell and Sheridan, * Anticipation, and The Critic;“ theres 
be a species of pleasant ridicule on most translations of deα,]ub h ee, 


T expect to be told by some persons that, like Colonel Barre, 


— 


n 


La 


a A letter to Lady Loughborough from the Earl of K den, 


ye 
4 60. 


— 


conte quence of her presentation ef the colours to the Bloomsbury 
Inns of Court Association, 1798. 


. 


« translating for the Country Gentlemen.” By others it may be insinu- 
ited, that © Egad they think the interpreter is the hardest to be under- 
„ stood of the two.“ (b) Especially as the Author of the Critic now 
deserves himself the same compliment with his own Mr. Dangle, upon 
his talents for criticism, and 4s interest witb Tus Dea the 
prexent FRENCH THEATRE» 


But if I have only to encounter the objections of real critics, like 
vourself, in the ancient languages, my sufferings, I think, will be light. 
I only hope you will receive it kindly, and still continue to think me, 
«a very civil gentleman-interpreter, trying to make myselt under- 
« gtood.“ (b) ü 

T have as much curiosity as ever I had to discover the Author of the 
P. of L. and I have read most of the pamphlets and criticisms on the sub- 
ect. Whoever he may be, he has at least been honoured with great 
attention by the public. As no man has ever ye: owned the composition, 
aud the author is declared to be still unxNowN, every supposition and 
conjecture has been examined with a minute diligence, and every mode 
of proof has been tried; but in vain. | 

It is the advice of Cicero, in his first book on the Duties of Life, 
«Ne incognita pro cognitis habeamus.” It is also generally allowed, 
that conjectures are at best too light a pretence to allow a man to assign 
«a name in public. But netwithstanding so obvious à truth, some pro- 
nounce with a random boldness, others give signs instead of names, and 
then plume themselves on their discoveries. 

In so many words, in so many syllables, or in so many letters,” is 
tc old and approved argument of the SHOULDER KNOT, and has admira- 
de use in the present case. The actual concealment however remains 
tne same. In point of proof, and rational, well-supported conjecture, it 
is agreed by most persons of sagacity, and fairness of character and un- 
derstanding, f 

That putting all their proofs together, 
Tis three blue beans in one blue bladder.“ 

\ arivus have been the attempts to discredit the work. Criticism, in 

the true sense, has never yet been exerted; (c) but intemperate, angry, 


— 
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b Sheridan's Critic, act 1, sc. 2. 
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and smarting seribblers, in prose and verse, have issued forth in ld. 


swarms. But it has been well observed, that exceeding ſiercec wi; 
perfect inability and impotence, makes che highest ridicule. 

From among these angry and smarting scribblers, 1 hall zclect ths 
Author of “ The Progress of Satire, an Essay in verse, &c. the 00 
& edition;“ not for any merit whatscever in his composition (for it 1; 
remarkably dull) but merely for the singularly petulant malignancy. an 
imposing air which pervade the whole. The infamy of such misreprecey, 
tation 13 in its own nature perishable, and the folly transitory ; but, fonte 
sake of the example, if I have the ability, I will make them inmcrta], 
This Author I shall hereafter call for shortness, or for want of 2 bete 
name TuE PROGRESSLIONIST. Whether he and his co-adjutors 5ribb! 
in verse or prose, they prove themselves to be either of that fabulous rac: 
of „men, whose heads do grow beneath their shoulders,” or of the numbe 
of those unfortunate persons, „whose brain is shaken out of its natural 


80 position.“ 


They are perpetually mistaking one thing for another. Wich the 
nature and signification of words they are wholly unacquainted. It wou!! 


be a process in infinitum to define the words which they use, as Mr, Lock: 


has well observed on the names of simple ideas, In their vocabulary, 
Satire means encomium, and severity, good-nature. They might as we! 
stile the law of a country ill-natured, because oflenders are punished. 
With regard to anonymous writing, satirical or political, opinions ne 
various. But 1 think it was said wisely and justly by Junius“ t- v1 


a. T1 


William Draper; “ After voluntarily attacking me under the name ol 


„ Junius, what possible right have you to know me under any other” 


+ _ 


L am rather inclined to except © The Remarks on the Þursvits 0 
« Literature, in a Letter to the Author. Printed at Cambridge.” t 
the production of a polite and accomplished scholar, written wit) wow 
ity, but not with any great force of argument. I have just sce" 4 ful 
answer to it, and therefore I have nothing to observe. The Answer k 
stiled, „A Letter to the Author of that Pamphlet, by a Count Ge nt 
„man, formerly of the University of Cambadge.“ 
Letter 25. 
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Che Author of the P. of L. has not indeed given even the shadow of = 11 
name to himself; but as Tur PROGRESSIONIST has been contented also 11 
O attack him under the title of the Author of the P. of L. it may be as 


Micly and as justly demanded, “ what possible right can the Progressionist 


« have to know him under any other!” But for one anonymous writer to 


4 © 


call so vehemently upon another to give his name to the world, must be 


ztacked so plenteously in Mr. Bell's shop. 


-0ded to that number of absurdities which he has bound in sheaves, and | 
| | 

' 

| 

The Progressionist scems to be in one continued raving dream upon a 


bed of torture, under the influence of irritation and malevolence. I believe | 1 
he sces double suns, and double booksellers shops. Tie is something be- | | 
tween Pentheus and Orestes, yet perfectly harmless. What his literary [1 
eins are, I know not; but at least he scems to suffer tor other people's 1 [| 
transgresi0ns He rants and foams, that other folks follow his own | '| 
example, and still keep their names to themselves. He has not even the l | 
achse of Mr, Dabble, the Deutist, in the exquisite farce of the Hamourist, 4h 
and never puts a plain question to himseif, “ What have 1 to do with | 
the violence of Sir Antony's temper!” He has indeed a strong pussion ll! 
ſor the grinders; yet like Mrs. Matador, in the same farce, (as will be | 
cen hereatter) one would think, © he glories in having bis teeth drawn." 
Zut he has a higher original. 

Like the great Knight of La Mancha, he comes forth as Redresser 
General of literary wrongs, and has. an unlimited Commission to act in 


— —. —U— ——— . — " 
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dhe same manner, and nearly to the same effect. He is said to have 
ecetved the Order of his calling in a regular manner. He passed through 


—— — ——nʃ—7EZ OO — —_ — — 


very ceremony of literary knighthood, having kept watch in complete 


rnour from head to foot, according to the rites of chivalry, during one 
whole night over a pile of books, ranged in order on the counter in Mr, 
Bell's shop, in Oxford street. For at present booksellers have no chapels 
in their castles for the purpose. But it was observed, that no person 
tempted to meddle with the books, which might easily be accounted 
tor, if I were to mention their names. The age of literary chivalry 1s not 
vet gone. 

Fhe Progressionist was then let loose upon the world, and sallied 
forth mounted on a Provisional charger, though a Knight without a name. | 
Tet he threatened much; and in his first Essay had nearly the same suc- | 1 
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cess with his great original. You remember the adventure of ,,,, 
tryman and his poor boy Andrew, who suffered more severe) on 4, 
interference of the Knight in his behalf. “ The boy departed weng 
and the master remained behind laughing. And in this manner, gn. 
Cervantes, the valorous Don Quixote redressed that wrong. ee 
you to the volume itself, in which is 'recounted the pleasant man 
observed in the knighting Don Quixote. The speech of self-congratch. 
tion on that occasion, the Progressionist is aid to have spoken, au agp 


to himself with a very /ewv alterations; after he had first recommend! 
himself to his patrouess, or literary Dulcinea, and then publis cd i, 
world his Progress of Satire,” and completed the destruction of the .. 
thor of the Pursuits of Literature. Tlie passage is this: © (G14 they, 
* measure for his success, accounting himself to bave given a mot nb 
« beginning to bis feats of arms, Don Quixote did travel towards His leg 
«© with very great satisfaction of bimself,, and said in a low tone cf youre; 
„Well mayst thou call thyself happy above all other women s e carth; 
„O! above all beauties, beautiful Dulcinea of Toboso, $ince ity port 
fortune was such, to hold subject and prostrate to thy will and dest s, 
valiant and renowned a Knight as is, and ever shall be, Don te 
« the Mancha; who, as all the world knows, received the order of knight. 
&* hood but yesterday, and has destroyed to day the greatest ragt ol 
« wrong, which want of reason could form, or cruelty commit. To lay 
did be take away the whip out of the band of THAT PITILISS FN+ TY, 
« who did so cruelly 5courge, without occasion, FHOSE DELICPE NN 
* FANTS.” (a) I am told The Progressionist wished to have the Rever- 
end Dx. Park behind him as his Squire, and offered to find the Docter! 
very good Ass for the purpose; but that delicate infant resisted 21! the 
proposed honours of Barataria, and would not quit his village. 

On Dr. Parr's refusal to act the part of Sancho, and the 1mpoooib ln 
of procuring a proper Squire, The Progressionist quitted the plain 
Mancha, and appeared as the successor and rival of other Knights Au 
in fields nearer home, 

It is curious to observe, how Tae PROGRESSIONTST $trives not Only 
to imitate, but to prove himself the legitimate descendant g 


a. : 0 23 


2 Sbelton's translation of Don Quixote, b. I. ch. 4. 
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terge: of the Dunciad. He has revived all the trash which was vented 


against Mr. Pope, as will appear by a short coomparison. The prophecy 
of the bard of Twitnam has been verified: 


« See the dull stars roll round, and re-appear !“ 


The leaden power of Saturn has prevailed over Mars and Jove. Jerning- 
lam and the Progressionist have risen in the opposite quarter of the heaven, 
and Gifford and the Author of the P. of L. have looked up, and read their 
lot united in those cœlestial signs. 

Perhaps it is but doing justice to their Authors, if I mention a name- 
less pamphlet or two, which probably might never have escaped from the 
lumber-room, or shop of the Bookseller, if my obscure diligence had 
not extracted and preserved them. The Authors think themselves 
very laudable in their intentions. All of chem, and the Progression- 
is in particular, have verified the Arabian observation, that whenever 
learning is introduced into a brain, hose texture is not adapted to receive 
it, a fermentation ensues, till the whole is exhausted. Though perhaps 
the writer of the P. of L. never read them himself, I could have assured 
him, that they are but a second edition of Mr. John Dennis, Mr. Old- 
mixon, and the soft-flowing Welsted! If you turn to the Prolegomena 
of the Dunciad, the testimonies in favour of Mr. Pope, are nearly the 
dame as the more modern compliments of these poœtaster- critics. 

All black, Tartareous, cold, infernal dregs, 


Adverse to life! 


Mr. John Dennis thus begins of Mr. Alexander Pope. 


His pre- 
© cepts are false and trivial, or both; his thoughts are crude and abortive; 
is expressions absurd; bis numbers barsb and unmusical; his rhymes 
* trivial and common; instead of majesty, something that is very boyish; 
* and instead of perspicuity and lucid order, we have too often obscurity 
and confusion.“ Hear another description of him by this most ancient 
ol Critics. © He (Mr. Alexander Pope) is a little affected hypocrite, who 
e hag nothing in his mouth but candour, truth, friendship, good-nature, 
* humanity, and magnanimity. He is a great lover of falsehood,“ &c. 
VDuce more attend to the furious Dennis. „He (Mr. Pope) is a creature 
* that reconciles all contradictions; He 7s « beast and a man; a Whig and 
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* Feuitical professor of truth, a base and foul pretender to dt 
As TI intend only to give you a specimen, I shall not proceed. 

How beautifully has Taz ProcREsSSIONTST,* dilated and exyanyy; 
his predecessor's ideas! With what reverence, I will not say ceryilty, 
but bomage, does he tread in his very footsteps! It is the love ot Lack, 
tws for Epicurus! Not the desire of contention, but of honest, aFectinq. 
ate imitation. Scarce one idea of his own if you change the names gf 
the works. | 

It is the very spirit and essence of Mr. John Dennis, and the soft. 
flowing Welsted, with now and then some of Curl's better part, and, 
palpable imitation of some of the most finished strokes in a late modes 
and simple-minded Translator of Horace. But now attend to 7" 7. 
gressionist. 

It (i. e. the Poem on the P. of L.) is scarcely ever elegant, but sont. 
« times it has a degree of poetical spirit; at other times it is not och 
« prosaic, but vulgar. Sometimes his declamations in the notes afpey 
* eloquent, at others frothy and puerile ; on some occasions his arcaims 
« are pointed and just; on others wretchedly trifling, or Jelibernch 
« ill-natured. In his most laboured effort at sublimity he is 17 6411 n 
« cessful, but in some parts inflated and obscure. To cite the feeble 
te and prosaic passages in the Pursuits of Literature, would be to eyed 
* almost half the book. The purity and propriety of the English bu. 
„ guage are often grossly violated. Some of these improprictics be has 
& lately corrected. I call his muse shapeless, because nec pes nec capt 
© uni reddat ur ſormæ. Indeed the whole passage in Horace describes! 
* work similar to the P. of L. Many of his vulgarities are nagel 


* See © The Progress of Satire, an Essay in Ferse; witl notes, cit. 


% taining remarks on © The Pursuits of Literature;“ $econe clition; vi 
this modest and complimentary motto to the English Nation 


„What if an addle-beaded Public praise 

* The proud conceited Pedant's rumbling lays, 
« Shall we not weigh his insolent Pretence 
In juster 3cales—the scales of Truth and Sens 
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« g very Sensible Es5ay* called, Impartial Strictures on the P. of Ls He 
« has been well denominated a Jesuit, &c. &c. This is but a specimen. 

Considering that the Progressionist is so strong an advocate for de- 
corum {and that be has not given bis own name to the public) the terms 
of reproach are scattered with a very liberal hand, or rather heaped up, on a 
person whom he is pleased to call © bis adversary.” Now here I would 
observe, that it does not appear that the author of © The Progress of 
Satire“ ever published any other work whatsoever but that celebrated 
Essay; and I do not find the remotes: allusion to the“ Progress of Sa- 
« tire,” in any part of the P. of L. It must therefore of necessity require 
much ingenuity, or perversion of mind, to prove that one man can be an 
adversary to another, who is equally ignorant of his person and his pam- 
et. Lam confident that the author of the P. of L. never knew him, 
9 thought of him. If that author had ever condescended to stile any 
Pan bis adversary, he would have looked in another quarter. 


ad with the vices of satirical puberty. I have already honoured him 
doo much by extracting some prose parts of his pamphlet; but I abso- 
utely refuse to paralyze my page with a line of his versification. The 
duch of the Torpedo could not be so fatal to it. I subject myself indeed 
d ridicule, when I think for a moment of such men as Warburton and 
owth, when I am toiling over + The Progress of Satire.” Yet the 
& aby lonisb, or rather French captivity into which true learning and 
od poetry are fallen, suggest the words of Lowth. „I do call (says 

at illustrious scholar) the age itself semi-barbarous, if you please; 
but I do not call Ezra @ Semi- barbarous Poet, for I maintain that 
Ezra is no Poet at all.“ When we turn from Warburton, Lowth 
d Pope, to the Progressionist, I feel we reverse the journeying of the 


cole 
| tbrews. From the Land of Promise, we are passing to the desert. 
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Great writers always quote one another; and in return, his impar- 
Brother sends us back again to that very sensible Essay, the Progress 
Satire, See Impartial Strictures, p. 25. Par nobile ! 

f 8 Letter to Warburton, p. 77. 
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A writer like the Progressionist, has all the follies of poetical child- | 
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Surely the Author of the P. of L. acted wisely in declining the py, 


contest. Had he ever begged an interview, or made overture. fon 
timid negociation, 1 hope even the Progressionist would hc had ch. 


spirit to have treated him with contempt. But that author knen 05 
well the ground on which he stood. He felt, that the arms, 4s well . 
the supplies, were in bis own hand and disposal. I know not erh 
would have adopted the expressions of Warburton ; but 1 am sure some 
of his friends would be ready to do so for lim. Warburton aid: «0 
« all the Beotian phalanx who have written scurrilously against le, 
« there is not one, whom a writer of reputation would not wish to hat 


« his enemy. To my Authorship they are heartily welcome. Rom: 
permitted her s/aves to calumniate HER BEST CITIZENS in the day o 
«© triumpb.“* | 

The Progressionist in the very out-get of his march halts a little, He 
pants even in the Preface, and lashes himself (by no means be ti Butz 


es ae 
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ti 
lion) with his own tal; for the Preface and the Postscript are bot! equally 4 I 
candidates for this appellation. The middle or body of his work (1 man 4 * 
bis whole Essay in verse, with all its appendages) is quite innoxious. He . 
has indeed a great mind to hurt and bite, and annoy; but having wor (|. 


mind than ability, the effort dies, where it might be expected, in the very  : 
beginning. | _ otic 

It would have been happy for himself, had he rested n prime br 
question. He would have saved his friends and himself from much add. bc 
tional contempt. He says, with some Christian selt-complacency to the we 
Author of the P. of L. © Have you, (I will take Tir wort C118 | | ] 
« upon this issue) invariably done unto others, as you would ui that N the 
others should do unto you?” Whoever feels the nature of human inte ee 
mity, has already answered the question, and borne testi mon tete rer 


of the man who could be weak enough to propose it, But tt on: 
of the question, and the region to which he would fain consign che Author r 
of the Portuits, are easy to conjecture. He reminds me of © 11: Nig" BH 
« walker, or Little Thief“ in the Comedy of Beaumont and Fletcher; t T 


and has his nurse, servants, bell-ringers; and sexton all ready for bis in 3 
0 of 3 
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* Preface to Pope's Works. 
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ment. Nay be seems willing to follow him to the world unknown, and 
even to anticipate his sentence. 

Still there is always something unfortunate in the imitations of inferior 
writers. Indeed they seldom discover the proper object of imitation. 
Sir William Draper was an ingenious man, and a good scholar, but impru- 
dent in his conduct. He had zeal without knowledge, and boldness with- 
out discretion. He voluntarily attacked Junius, „whose shoes' latchet,” 
the Progressionist declares, © the Author of the P. of L. is not worthy 
« to unloose.” The wanton and impious levity of the allusion I leave 
him to reconcile with decorum. The Progressionist is here an unhappy 
rival to Sir William, in putting questions from the Scriptures. If I had 
been the Author of the Pursuits, I would have said with Junius, “ Such a | 
question, Sir, may perhaps discompose the gravity of my muscles; but 1 vill; 
believe it will little affect the tranquility of my conscience.” "mh 

The only question is this; whether an Author, of whatsoever descrip- 
tion he may be, deterves satirical censure. It he does deserve it, the point 


is settled; if that is denied, the parties are at issue. The Satirist writes 
for the public; and the precepts of Christianity can never be violated, 
when strict public justice is inflicted in any manner. I should ſeel myself 
clear on this charge, if 1 had been the Author, without the assistance of 
a Casuistical Professor of Divinity. I should pass over this, and most 
other of his objections, from the debility of the argument; but a respect 
for the English Nation, which has honoured the work on the P. of L., 


inclines me to repel the malignity of the accuser, and the irrelevancy of 
the charge, 


— 


I know what every Author must expect, who submits his labours to 
the public. If he will write, criticism and her sister, Satire, will seldom 
be far off, He knows the conditions; nor can 1 see how Christian precepts 
are violated by their application. No man ever seriously objected to the 
monthly severity, or lunar caustic, of our Reviews. If the character of 
any Author is implicated with his book or his conduct; his character, 
book, and conduct must often be examined and fall together. 

The pleazantry of Dr. Johnson, (than whom no Author was ever 
attacked in his Character and writings with more spleen and injustice) 
may be certainly heard in this respect. He tells us, that“ the diversion : 
of baiting an author has the sanction of all ages and nations, and is more 
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« lawful than the sport of teazing other animals because for the mos. pan 
he comes voluntary to the stake.“ “ But now if a ci-devant Las 
translates Horace; or a Dilettante writes heavy verses on the Argen 
Society (the very name of Progress we sce is infectious); or a Docts; in 
divinity re-publishes obscene poems; or commentators make indecent: ng, 
on Shakspeare; or men in their old age turn school-boys, and publish thei 
Greek exercises; and they happen to be censured; what are we to hezr! 
An appeal to the Decalogue, and the Sermon on the mount. 

I allow much for the impotence of irritation, when a patient, e 
the Progressionist, becomes feverous and shakes. I expect not to ind 
legitimate argument; nor am I surprised when I look in vain for truth 
and logic. If I have carefully perused the Pursuits of Literature, 
perceive much playfulness and humour, which can hardly be rczolved inty 
ill-nature or insolence. I do not wonder that the Progressioniet ha: 
confounded them. It is perfectly consistent with the nature of his un. 
derstanding, and perhaps of his education. Dr. Cornelius sc to hare 
been concerned for his second son. When ideas (of the same 5pecics) 
« copulate, they engender conclusions, said philosopher Crambe ; but when 
« those of different species copulate, they bring forth absurdities.” But 
the Progressionist seems to have forgotten, throughout his whole pan 
phlet, the ninth proposition of that celebrated philosopher on Hogism, 
namely, that “ an hypothetical proposition is only a contract or promise of 
marriage, and that from such THEREFORE there can spring no red! 
issue. f | 

It appears that the instance of playfulness and humour in the P. L. 
are exactly eight , in the estimation of the Progressionist. He seem, 
at least to remember his Accidence, and can tell how many parts of precl 
there are. He says with great self. complacency, © Ts this plar/ulness Kc. 
Is this, &c.?—ls this, &c.? It might be replied, Certainly not. 5 
curiously happy he is in these selections, that scarce one of e147 appeat 
to have been intended as playful or humorous. All of thei 54cm t0 me 
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* Rambler, No. 170. 
Memoirs af Scriblerus, chap. 7. 
Progress of Satire, 2d edit. Preface. 
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weyere, serious, or monitory. But the Author has himself given so full 
and complete an answer to this part, in hie “ Introductory Letter,” that 
more is unnecessary. 
1 It is rather surprising, that so much should be required of the Author 
uc P. of L. It appears as if a kind of perfection had been expected 
in his work. Are there no blemishes in Horace and Juvenal? no personal | 
reflections, which were well understood in their time? Was there ever any 
Satire, addressed to a Nation at large, which was not in some measure per- 1 
zonal, at the time in which it was written! Are there no observations | | | 
| 
| 


— — — — — 
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rather flippant, and sometimes imprudent, in the finished satires of Boileau | | 
and Pope? I believe no satirical Poet was ever wholly exempt from | 
zuch blemigbes. I would not defend the faults or defects of one writer, | 
by those of another. But I would ask with great temper, whether in any 
WSatirical Poem of the same extent, and variety of subjects, 50 few instan- 
4 of imprudence, or impropriety, or inattention can be produced, as in 
the Pursuits of Literature. I very candily declare, I think it impossible. 
if it were of sufficient importance, I am of opinion, that ezch instance | 
night admit of a vindication, if it were adviseable to produce the ground, 
Wthe authority, and the reasons for which, as I conceive, they were intro- | 
WWduced. In a revolutionary age, 2 Satirist has to contend with dangerous . 
"i; publicly professed, or privately favoured; with novelty, prejudice, 
olly, impudence perzonified, false learning, insolence, the rage of system, 
erudition misapplied, frivolous conduct, unthinking levity, open wicked- 
ess, and secret designs. Men, therefore, as well as their measures, and | 
ir doctrines, must be marked, and held forth to the public observation. Bll 
3 bey who have made such objections, are wholly ignorant of the nature 1 
e time. But if such objections are indeed just, Down, down, proud | | 
Satire! though a realm be $poiled.” | 
I always thought that some little reprehension was due to the Author 
\ t the P. of L. in a few instances. I will meet The Progressionist, but ! 
haf way. I cannot encounter such a Major Sturgeon in poetry, in ft 


Þ da marchings and counter-marchings, and particularly in this last 1 
a dition. 


. - 
— — —  - 
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| think it was improper in the Author of the Pursuits to speak slight- 
3 - of Mr. Abbot, a member of parliament, a gentleman of learning 1 
ear respectability of character, for his intended Digest of the Laws. l Fl 
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But the Author of the P. of L. seems to have withdrawn his genü- 
very readily, and upon an early conviction of its impropriety. Tt apr. 
ed but in one edition of the Fourth Dialogue published separately, y,, 
I still maintain, that a public caution to the ablest man in the king, 
is not unuseful at such a time as this; nor can the Progrec: ici. b. 
acquainted with the motive which might have given rise to it, 90 
with such a writer repentance and amendment are but evidences of t. 
creased guilt, Gaudet monstris, mentisque tumultu. 
As to the subject of the Roman Catholic religion, and the varigy 
discussions on the French emigrants, and particularly the pricsts, de 
Author of the Pursuits stands in need of no additional vind:cation, J. 
all his notes, and in his introductory letter, he has given a full, ber. 
fect, and complete explanation of his public sentiments. I think it @. 
tisfactory. In my solemn opinion, his motives were honest; his caution 
justibable ; his reasons forcible and convincing ; and the measures he 
recommended, appear to have been dictated by sound policy and charity 
and the true humanity of a Protestant statesman. The late proceeding 
in Ireland are the best (and as 1 am persuaded, an wnanswera®!'r) com. 
mentary on his text. I refer you to his own words and arguments ; for 
I will not discuss the matter again needlessly. The moral babble ot th 
Progressionist on this occasion might be natural enough in the movth of 
Mr. Jerningham. 
In my full and unequivocal belief, the Author of the P. of 1. neve 
intended any ridicule whatsoever on « The Literary Fund. Nothing 
but malice or stupidity could misrepresent him in this instanc*, and wot 
playful allusion to rhe SHortula. He was speaking of Mr. Boscavens 
Horace, which he did not admire ; and that gentleman being a Commis 
sioner in the Victualling Office, appears to have suggested the 2110500, 
which gave offence, when tortured into a hidden meaning. And e 
probably when the Author found it so unaccountably misunde 
omitted it. 1 am convinced that a man of his disposition never coul 
have cast a reflection either on that, or on any other ussfal 158 
tion whatsoever. If Mr. Boscawen published his translation of Hora WW ki, 
I suppose there is no statute of pains and penalties for those who ae?“ 1 It © 
unbappy as to disapprove of it. 1 join with the Author of e .f 
in his opinion of the trauslation. I speak impartially ; f. 


? 


Bl158) 


11 

the slightest acquaintance with Mr. Boscawen : 1 know not even his 
person. 

If $uich is the scheme of interpretation and allegory, which is to be in- 
goduced into this country by the Progressionist, I shall soon expect to 
ee him prove that the Art of Cookery, by that excellent and useful citi- 
zen, Mr. John Farley, is one concealed Satire, from beginning to end, 
| upon the literature and government of this country, under the form of 
receipts and made dishes. There is one of them which, I am sure, the 
progressionist will assert and prove to be directed against him and his 
bampblet. The reader of taste will perhaps be of the same opinion. It 
is called, Tas Carr's HEAD Surprized,” The metaphorical culmary 
citizen informs us, in page 116 of his“ valuable work, that “ Tur 
« Carr's HxAD Surprised“ is an elegant top-dish, not very expensive. f 
| He recommends us to prepare it, „by raising off the skin with a sbarp- 
* pointed knife, and as much meat from the bone as you can possibly get; 
go that it may appear like a whole head when stuffed ; but be careful not 
« to cut holes in the Shin. He then recommends a mixture of pepper, the 
best { Attic) salt, and other pungent ingredients; and he says, “ pour a 
« little of it into the ears, and the rest into the bead.” This severe 
style, and the clear allusion to the Progress of Satire, is too evident to 
admit of a doubt. Hercules is not better known by his foot, than the 
Progressionist's pamphlet from Mr. Farley's receipt. If such is the 
tendency of the book, Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dundas will do well to look with, 
caution, in their visits to the London Tavern, on the designs of Citizen 
John Farley and his dangerous compositions. From these interpreta- 
tions I shrewdly suspect that the state apprehends as much danger from 


Mr. Farley, as the Literary Fund does from the Author of the Pursuits 
of Literature. 


* Progress of Satire, price 28. 

Art of Cookery made plain and easy to every understanding in the 
kingdom, by Jolin Farley, Cook to the Londor Tavern, 8th Edit. N. B. 
It 1s aid to be among the tracts recommended by the Hon. the Com- 
#11580ners of H. M. Victualling Office, for promoting good living, &c. &c. 
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As to the charge against the Author of the P. of L. of having ad, 


mitted any expressions of an indecent nature, I think it perfectly ridic, 
| lous. The passages which are brought to support the opinion, may h. 


again submitted to the reader. The following is termed by the pr, 
gressionist . grossly indecent.” It should be first recollected, that 44, 
Passage itself is declared by its Author, * to record the political conver. 
«© gion of Lord Loughborough to Mr. Pitt's party.” This is done under 
the imagery taken from the serenata of Acis and Galatea. The lines 
are these : 


% Nay Thurlow once, tis said, could sing or swear, 
„Like Polypheme, 1 cannot, cannot bear; 

For, ah! presumptuous Acis wrests the prize, 

« And ravisbes the nympb before his eyes; 

“ Such feats his honour little Pepper saw, 

« Tn all the pride of music and of law.''* 


' 


When the meaning of the passage is declared, and the all ucion to ; 
well-known story so fully understood, it exceeds all power of {ace to be 
grave at such a charge. 


Dr. Johnson, in his Dictionary says, to ravisb is to take away 6 t 


Tence, and he quotes Shakspeare for the illustration: 


« Their vow is made 
To ransac Troy, within whose strong immures 
The ravish'd Helen sleeps.“ | 


I make no doubt, that Tn OPP0s1710N, and that good man, Mr. Fox 
thought this ravisbing of so able an assistant, or rather leader ot the pit) 
a direct and most indecent felony on the part of the minister. ** 
opinion, the Poet supposes a little more than the truth, and succecd 


fiction. I conceive the Nymph was willing to be won, yet 1: wholly 


unsought. I know nothing of that reluctant amorous delay, wit!. lic 
Lord Loughborough resigned his legal charms to Mr. Pitt. The nun ster 
well knew by whom the armour of that political virgin had beer often 
tried ⸗ Blood and war were to be her dowry, Her bridal gown = 5000 
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P. of L. Dial. 2. v. 35 read also the note. 
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changed into the sag um of a siege-directing Chancellor. If this be inde- 
cent, I shall leave it to the cabinet at St. James's to justify the assault. 
H I had been the Author of the P. of L. I should be in no pain for the 
Panel. N | 

The Progressionist affirms, that “ Sir James Bland Burgess, Baronet, 
« is ridiculed for not having made his Poem lascivious and Indecent.” 
The passage itself is the best ans wer. The Poet speaking in the Second 
Dialogue, that he could do, such and such things; among them he says, 


« Or to Cythzron from the Treasury, move, 
« And like Sir James Bland Burgess, murmur love.” * 


| refer you to the whole of the note upon these lines, of which the follow- 
ing is a part. Sir James says of Cupid, That boy and that boy's deeds 
Shall not pollute my measure.“ The Author of the P. of L. says; 
No when I consider what Virgil and Tasso have said and sung of that 
« hoy and that boy's deeds,” it is a little prudi sb in Sir James Bland Burgess, 
Baronet, and Poet, on such a subject to have such fears. A poet may 

ben little playful.” I believe there is not a Court in the whole world, 
WT 1" even a Jury of the Muses and the Graces in the island of Love, who 
would not acquit the Author of any charge, but that of pleasantry. I 
hink the Progressjonist has not quite forgot his former character in La 
lancha, and has yet some secret Dulcinea of Toboso, whose charms he 
a: worn to defend and maintain against the whole universe. I shall 
_ surprised to hear of some new freaks in the Brown Mountains. 


The Progressionist next informs us of some © infamous allusions re- 
specting Mr. GEORGE STEEVENS.” 


For my own part, I am totally 
WE" orant of any “infamous allusions, whatsoever to that most accom- 


| bed Editor of Shakspeare. I have examined the P. of L. again and 
an, and can only find, that Mr. Steevens is called the Whipper-In of 
e Shakspeare Pack of Commentators. He is complimented for his 
ag and abilities; and reprehended for the indecency of some of his 
trations of Shakspeare. His very early visits to London from Hamp- | 
cad, to correct his edition of the poet in 1793, gave the Author of the 
= + ome sportive apprehensions for his classic purity. And why ? 


— 


P. of I. Dial. 2. v. 63, and the notes. 
2 D | | 
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Because Aurora might have mistaken Mr. Steevens at so early au ty 
for her own Cepbalus, Risum teneatis? 
The Author of the P. of L. has not attempted to penetrate M. $,. 


yens's retirement on the Heath of Hampstead, or to pry into the mystert. 
of his closet. The retreats of virtue and erudition were ever sacred. The 


consolations of solitary reflection are reserved for men of uncorryt./ 
integrity: they need not to fly from their enemies, or from then, 
They have a claim to private affection, seconded and confirmed hy ;j 
public esteem. In all the busy agitations of literature and pii!o;ogh; 
they remember those honourable principles which have uniform]y directs] 
their conduct; they remember them, and are at peace. As I cannot di 
cover what allusions the Progressionist insinuates, I am under the 
sity of dismissing the charge. If he should think proper to specie, 
time might be found for the discussion. Till then, I am silent Wang 
ignorancee The Editor of Shakspeare has no need of such a pe az the 
Progressionist's in his defence. If Mr. Steevens himself should be in- 
clined to preseut the world with a History of bis own life and writings, ie 
could not leave a more instructive lesson to posterity. | 
The indignation of the Progressionist next rises to a more than od. 
nary height, when he thinks of that ornament of the Court of Kiny's 
Bench, Mr. Barrister Erskine. For my own part, I think no cne appear 
to have wished health and spirits to Mr. Erskine more than the Author 
of the P. of L. 
« And while the busy Hall 
« Attracts him still to toil for power or gold, 
“ Sweetly may He his vacant hours possess 
« In Hampstead, courted by the western wind.“ 


. 


But it seems the Progressionist is very angry at the menten of Mr, 
Erskine's Materia Medica. If indeed the poppy were described on the 
brow of a poet, he would understand the propriety of it: busen 
is said to sink into the skull of a Lawyer, we are told, that all shame 
lost. The Progressionist, in the fury of his zeal to prove that be himscl! 
is sleepless, appears in an attitude copied from Bedlam, or Farnavs 
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Fire in his eye, and papers in his hand, 

He raves, recites, and maddens round the land. 
If Mr. Erskine has read his defence by this real enemy to his reputation, 
[ well know what he would think and say, when such stupidity is offered 
for wit, and any narcotics (but his own) for restoratives. 

What drop or nostrum can this plague remove: 

Or which must end me, a fool's wrath or love? 


But, after all, what are these sarcastic and contemptuous terms on 
Mr. Erskine? What is this note so“ unworthy of a gentleman or a scho- 
« lar?” If 1 had been the author, I should not offer any other apology, 
than the words upon the record, produced and read in court. The Clerk 
may now read them, if he pleases. 

« In state affairs all Barristers are dull; 
« And Erskine nods, the opium in his skull.”* 


If I had written them, I should be most in pain for the first line. Con- 
ider, how discouraging, how unkind to the Professional Gentleman in 
the House of Commons. It is delivered as a self-evident proposition. 


WF I'iire are indeed many exceptions to it; and the question is now rather 


ce, and perhaps dangerous. Erect your ears! From Lincolns Inn to 
Bloomsbury, “ The hum of either army stilly sounds!“ The Author of 
the P. of L. must surely have forgotten bimself. 

We al! remember, when TuurLow and WEDDERBURNE were Called 


"to Parliament, how soon they proved what manner of men they were. 
bey separated the lawyer from the statesman. It was a proud day for 


the Bar at that period, Never before were such irresistible, overbearing 
powers and talents displayed by the official defenders of a Minister. 
Hos mirabantur Athenz 
Y Torrentes, pleni et moderantes frzaa theatri. 
ond North indeed, when he appointed Thurlow and Wedderburne his 
Attorney and Solicitor General, meant no more than to give spirit, elo- 
quence, and argument to his measures; but in effect he hung a millstone 
en the necks of all their successobs. This by the way. 
proceed to the second verse and the comment upon it. 
* And Erskine nods, the opium in his skull.“ 


— * 


* P. of L. Dial. 4. V. 337. 
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The note begins thus. Mr, Barnrs7eR ERSKINE is famois for un 


[$06 }] 


- = þ ? 1 : 
« opium in great quantities; (I have often heard him speak in praise of 


&« it) and if he proceeds in this manner, it is apprehended that his 5% 
“ faculries will die of too large a dose, of which there are some 870. 
« toms already.“ Here is the assertion. A plain matter of fact, 1c}noy, 
ledged and approved by Mr. Erskine himself, and the Author of dh. 
Pursuits only expresses a kind apprehension, and solicitude for c con, 
quences, The words «© Mr. Barrister Erskine“ seem to be rep*2ted, 
merely that Mr. Erskine might always remember the public opinion, w 
never consider himself as a statesman, but by way of eminenc:, 7 
Barrister. 

I can see neither contempt nor sarcasm in the observation. I thick 
it indeed rather adulatory at the expense of his brethren. They we dl 
declared to be dull in state affairs; but some powerful cause scens neces 
sary to produce dulness in Mr. Erskine. There may be als a gene 
admonition or some allusion, more than meets the ear. We are toll 
that the highest Rulers in that Nation, which is most celebrated for a 
attachment to Opium, are seldom inclined to bear any brothers bea the 
throne. And this is an allegory. 

But the Progressionist, who generally araws his logic from Dr. Ca: 
nelius, seems strangely to have forgotten a grand rule of Philozopher 
Crambe, That there can be no more in the conclusion than there was i 
© the premises.“ But in argument he redoubles his veneration for hin, 


by strictly adhering to another dictum of his great Instructor, namely 


e that the conclusion always follows the weaker part.. The understand. 
ing of the Progressionist seems indeed to be in such a state, that | do nt 
think it expedient to awaken or even to disturb it. Slecp the bes 
restorative ; but there is a sleep, which is unto death. 

It is allowed that Mr. Erskine is a man of talents and great 1oquence; 
and has made more extensive conquests in his profession than au of bu 
predecessors. Be it so. Expende Annibalem! Every honour is paid t 
his genius, and professional rank and distinction; but his pol:!/cal en 
nence and ability are absolutely denied. In the hall of Folus he 
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declared supreme; but the command of the trident, which he had vainly 
and $0 unaccountably assumed, is wrested from him. 

When ub STORMS are once set at liberty, Mr. Erskine knows, that 
vidom and power are often inefficient for their control. They are repre- 
cented, by the Poet, as in one perpetual struggle against autbority, reluc- 
tant and terrible. It is a cavern vast and spacious, a prison house, where 
they are chained down in confinement, But when the spear is thrust into 
the side of the mountain to unloose them, and they are unloostd; the day 
ind the sky disappear; darkness is interrupted by the lightning alone, and 
general destruction and desolation seem to be inevitable. In France, and 
in every country which France has invaded, deceived, revolutionized, and 
plundered, this, picture of political storms has been realized. 

But Mr. Erskine, tbough he knew all this, did not feel his heart hum- 
bled, His voice, his talents, and his doctrines have been all exerted in 
strange union against the best political interests of Great Britain. I 
agree with tne Author of the P. of L. that his pamphlet on the French 
war is flimsy and puerile. I am still more inclined to think it reprehen- 
oe 1nd dangerous; it is full of misrepresentations. There is not one 
mark of a Statesman's mind impressed on any page. Mr. Burke first read 


the writing on the great wall of France, and made known to Europe the 
interpretation thereof. 


| Mr. Erskine forgets, that the French themselves require something 
3 Wore than the talents of a Barrister, however brilliant, to direct their 
ncih. An honourable and useful profession in a free country, is Mr. 
Erskine's undoubted right. Let him remain there with credit to himself, 
and advantage to others. I hope never again to hear that eloquence, so 
Successtul in defending the religion of his country in her courts of law, 


ceive him; and it is indeed deceived, if he thinks that Barras or Talley- 
rand, by any fature order of a Directory, would “ clothe him in Scarlet, 
and put a chain of gold about his neck, and make a proclamation con- 
ceruing bim, that he should be the third ruler in“ the new Republic. 
No. They would soon forget the tinsel of his eloquence in the sterliug 
| x4 of his property. There is no security against the Goth or the 
Cv. 


and revealed in open day to every inhabitant of the civilized world, 


employed against her safety and her government. His vanity may de- 


The mystery of their morality and of their politics is penetrated 
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| Periere latebræ 

Tot scelerum; POPULO VENTA EST EREPTA NOCENTT; AGNOVERK $1104 
There is a fatality which attends the Progressionist, whether h. 
marches through Westminster Hall, or loiters in the Treasury Can. 
bers; whether he appears as a Nuncio from the ancient Vatican, 9 
in the weeds of Dominick from the Castle at Winchester. His jd.» 
and understanding keep pace with his natural politeness. He provgjy 
x discusison which might have ceased; and revives a controversy which, 
but for his imprudence, might have rested. Yet, as he says, that he h. 
tends © to shew the artifice and maliznity of the Author of the Pucaig 
« of Literature in their true hght ;” the friends of that work «il! e Ec 1, 
pleased when the charge is repelled. The respect due to the Engly Ws « 


by tl. 


Nation who have honoured it, and whom the Progressionist, with |, and 

usual courteousness, styles © the addle-beaded public” may reguirt sone hes 
qustification. The hand of friendship and affection for the truth and in. * 

portance of the work will, I trust, be able to effect it. ad 

The conduct of the Progressionist frequently resembles that of &. | Fo 

William Draper, though without one trait of the learning and ability WR cal 

that undaunted Knight. The defence of Lord Granby by Sir William, | ; kinge 

and the zeal of Major Scott for Mr. Hastings are almost proverbial rt wisc! 

their consequences. I am also of opinion, that if the Reverend I. Wl _ ME 

Warton had been abandoned by the Progressionist, it would have beer WT i; <q: 

esteemed as no breach of friendship by the learned Editor of Popes be 

Works. _ 1 

J have just re-perused the whole of the objections made by the Author | 3 to se. 

of the P. of L. to Dr. Warton's edition of Pope, and the comments i _ 

those objections by the Progressionist, and his Impartial Brother. Sancho nc 

and Quixotte were not more faithful to each other. The Castilian gravity 1 

is happily tempered with a sententious proverbial buffoonery. hey sen Weallec 

equally zealous for the helmet of Mambrino, and the doctori«! 1c of Brew 

Joseph Warton. They find a few spots upon the divine ermine a cent 
| academical scarlet, and by an aukward attempt to remove them, the marks 2 


K 
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Lucan. lib. 4. v. 192. 
Motto to the Title Page of the Progress of Satire. 
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gecome indelible, and sink into the very grain. They exert all the sinews 
the body, but fury and violence, as usual, relax those of the mind. The 
terms, © insolence, brutality, cowardice” and some others, are so familiar 
ia their mouths, that the colour of their forehead is not more conspicuous 
than the ground of their hearts. | 

Let me ask them: have they ever weighed seriously the period in which 
we live? Have they felt the necessity of guarding with greater and still 
increasing Vigilance every avenue to moral corruption? We are reminded 
now more than ever of the conceit of the fabulist, not inelegantly applied 
by the orator of Byzantium.* Sorrow is made more permanent. The 
« clay, of which man was formed, was not tempered with water, but with 


« tears.” The miseries of all civilized states are multiplying in every form, 
and springing up from sources never yet conceived. New fountains are 
opening under our feet, and they cast forth waters of bitterness. Chan- 
nels must be prepared to carry them off the land in every direction, Time 
and the hour have not yet run through the roughest day, which Great 
Britain and Ireland ever experienced. Among the causes of many present 
calamities, I fear we must number the intemperance of Literature in one 
kingdom, and the neglect of culture in the other. I think it was very 
Wwiicly observed by Mr. Pitt, in the House of Commons, that ignorance 
W 20d want of instruction dispose the mind to revolution and rebellion, It 
is equally true, that the dreams of a heated brain, the meteors of modern 
Philosophy, and the beatific visions of experimental statesmen and accre- 
Nied scholars, have produced the same fatal tendency. We have lived 
ve no mimic desolation. Palaces have been unpeopled, battlements 
deen shaken, fortresses laid prostrate, and every polished ediſice 
(c aced and mutilated, 
de mine was laid and sprung originally by Literature, false ly $0 
Wl. And when the strict and unbending principles of morality are 
reed or discountenanced, and the passions let loose and inflamed by 
bcentious language and luscious imagery, the ruin is soon completed. 


rr 
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The horrors are realized, and fiction is no more. At such a period a, fh, 
are. we to rise and watch, or to be forever fallen? 

If I had not a greater regard for Dr. Warton than the Propres,;,,;. 
has, T should copy the whole note on his edition of Pope's works, from n 
Pursuits of Literature. I think every charge in that note may be g. 
stantiated. In particular, the charge of having published the $candaly,. 
Imitation of the Second Satire“ of Horace, against the last injunctig, 
and directions of Mr. Pope himself, admits of no defence whats, 
There is a shamelessness, as well as folly, in some parts of the Progre, 
sionist's defence, which I could not have expected. 

The Author of the P. of L. well knew the humanity and characteris. 
tic of an Englishman ; and the respect due to age and learned :cpos-, ] 
am convinced he felt a veneration for the hoary head, and the Hurd, of 
a veteran. He seemed to regret that all scholars have not preserved tle 
same consistency and propriety with Mr. Bryant and Mr. Melmoth ; by 
he most certainly expressed himself with that warmth, severity. and ear. 
nestness, which the interest of his country seemed to demand. De Re. 
pbulica graviter querens, de Homine nihil dixit. 

The Author of the P. of L. put this plain question: © Am l 
“spare public criticism (of an edition of Pope's works) because of Dr 
& Warton's age?“ And he asks, © Is it in the title page of the edition” 
or he might have added, “ Is there any allusion to it in any par: 0 the 
« work ?” If the edition is not designed to supersede, by its excellence, 
the use of Dr. Warburton's, or any other, the argument might be chang- 
ed in some measure. But there is no compromise, no qualifying circun- 
Stance whatsoever. 

The Author of the Pursuits expostulated with Dr. Warton on the 
impropriety of seeming to laugh at, or to decry, the use of moral satte, 
and endeavours after a reformation of manners. He also strongl» . 
demned the Doctor for the tendezcy of many of his notes, to favour 


— 


* 


The Impartial Brother of The Progressionist says, that © Dr. War 
ton is reprehended for publishing the Satires of Pope.“ Strictures, Pig 
27.— only notice it for the wilful misrepresentation of the elural fo 
the singular. 
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those fatal opinions, by which Europe has been overthrown. The Miz- 
cionaries of the French Propaganda are in every country. Troy was not 
in greater danger from the arts of Sinon, than Prussia at this moment 
from the Abbé Sièyes. 

The Author of the P. of L. said also, that Dr. Warton praised V 0L- 
rAIKE too much. Surely whoever is fully acquainted with the desola- 
tion avd migery which Voltaire's writings and principles have effected, 
will be surprised at the mildness of the term, by which they are charac- 
terized, * I have always been as ready (says Dr. Warton) to censure 
« his inconsistencies, as to praise his talents.”* Any person who has 


read Baruel's Memoirs of Jacobinism, will be astonished to hear of the 
incons/s/eney of a man, whose actions, writings, and principles formed 
one regular, consistent, and undeviating plan for the destruction of all 
religion and established government. I should have expected another 
K oc and other language from a Doctor in Divinity. 

*. l remember that Dr. Moore, in his View of the French Revolution, 
tells us, it was Voltaire's misfortune not to be a believer in Christianity. 
W 1c told us well. He says also, that his attempts to overturn the esta- 
Wbliched religion of his country, cannot be excuscd. Why, well too. 
W But he and Dr. Warton both concur in a strange observation, on the re- 
ee with which Voltaire treats Christianity in all its Dramas. Dr. 
Moore calls it a peculiarity. But what does that prove! Dramatic 
uaracters zurely must be drawn consistently. A writer of plays must 
Wot openly outrage the government or religion of his country; more es- 
1 pecrally in a Roman Catholic kingdom. Neither the police, nor the 
judience, would suffer such characters and such representations on a pub- 
c theatre, Besides, an open, apparent respect and recommendation of 
bristianity was an essential part of Voltaire's plan to overthrow it. 
© Was an actor himself in every thing. Cujus libet rei simulator et 


—_>- 


* Warton's Pope, vol. 1. Life of the Author, p-. XxxXvlii. note. 
Vol. 1. p. 24. 
Dr. Warton's Edition of Pope, vol. 1. Life of Pope, page 38. 


Voltaire was an Unbeliever ; which however never appears in his tra 
dies,” 
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drssimulator. The people knew nothing of the amulet, or ho: form 
i" lary, which he wore under his cap, and signed in every letter to þ;. pri. 
| [1 vate friends. The“ Ecrastz PInfame,” had not then been me public 


What could they know of his interior? On his knees before the Rogiz 
mass in a public church; with a Confessor openly mai:itained |, 1; 
q house; with a chapel. in that house, and regular daily service in thy 
chapel ; with every exterior reverence and obedience to the nation: . 
|: ligion and catholic superstition ; the kiss of Judas was ſidelity, when 
| | compared with the calm, deliberate, secret, exterminatin; ny pocrisy of 
| this arch Theomachist. | 
1 The first Traitor lived to repent, that he had “ betrayed the ngen 
„„ blood.” The Sanhedrim of the day told him, What i; tha ii HE 
us, see thou to that.“ He cast down the money before the pft =_ ' 
and elders in the temple, departed, and perished by his own hand. Ty | Thy 


i} Sanhedrim of France, when they met, had indeed nothing left but th o 
ashes of their Founder to canonize. What they could do thy d this 


They acknowledged bis work, and bis services, being $ done an! y poin 
allowed. If they had been inclined to take bis pieces of silver and gal 


it would have been very lawfyy! for them to have put them int» the u. 


he v 


ane 


* * . - ry. 
| tional treasury, for it was THE PRICE OF BLOOD. They might have hi * 
0 . * * 8 - : tra t 
{ still more consistent. They might at least have taken Ferney from li el 
. 4 I ten, J 
| heirs for the use of the martyrs of the Revolution, and called it * T! E 
| . . _ X V1} 
bo field 01 blood,“ unto this day. Upon my word, Sir, We are inzulteg | 
, : a the 
with mere words on these subjects; when one Doctor calls them pecul ol 
gp Mg 4 SY age 
f arities ; and a Divine of the Church of England terms them inc = ] 
| ; Ig 83 Who | 
| cies, I understand not these prudent submissions, these polite d | 


2 . . * , Jearnir 
' 38 giving offence to any literary cabals in this, or any other kingdom, | 


would court no favour, no patronage, no applause from those perso 
upon what Dr. Moore terms the © Elite des Pbilosopbes; - the chat 
| elect of the modern philosophy. | 
If the name of Dr. Warton, and his age, and his merits are reg 
| | in every country, and in every climate, where the voice of Englisl N 
| is heard, and the name of Pope and his works venerated, the Progrt sio 
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ist might indulge his vein for panegyrie. He comes forth with such de- | 
termined fierceness avd prowess ; he claims for Dr. Warton whatever lf 
' 


Joes or does not belong to him in all the territories of literature, with. s0 
sturdy an earnestness, that you would think neither a field, nor a blade of 0 
grass, nor an ear of corn belonged to any other person. He has all the 4; 
doldness of a celebrated advocate, whoze speech is recorded by a female 
Listorian : “ Good people, if you do not declare and confess, that ALL 
« these lands and fields of corn belong to my Lord Marquis of Carrabas, 
« you shall all be cut as small as minced meat.““ I imagine we are all 
as terrified, as the peasants were, with the threats of this Cat in Boots. 

Yet perhaps in this little island there may be found readers of Pope, 


who, in the fine language of The Progressionist, are ignorant, that © Dr. 
„ Warton has been for nearly half a century one of the brightest orna- 


* 


« ments to the classical literature of his country.” I am persuaded that 
many men, many women, and many children, are certainly ignorant of 
this truth (which the Author of the P. of L. never denied to a certain 
point) and yet they read Pope. If The Progressionist had plain sense, 
he would have changed his interrogatories, which admit of so easy an 
ane wer. He would have found that the praise of classical erudition was 
granted liberally to Dr. Warton; and the defects of the critic rarely at- 
tracted any censure. If the Progressionist had thought, as well as writ- 
ten, he must have seen, that it was not the age of Pope's Editor, but the 
ene who forgot his age, and the obligation of his profession, that was 
the object of his censure. In a vigorous, cheerful, and respected old 
age, like Dr. Warton's, I discover no excuse for his conduct; and he 
Wo hd o usefully and so honourably presided over the morals and 
learning of youth, could not have been ignorant of the tendency of so 
Wlammatory and shameless a composition, as the Imitation of the Se- 
Konu Satire of Horace. 

The question indeed is not, whether Dr. Warton is a man of learning 
WW" ab:lity (which the Author of the P. of L. has not denied); but whether 
au pardonable attention, or by carelessness, or by design, he has not 
brieited the public esteem as Editor of Pope's works. He has suffered, 


* Mother Goose's Tales of the Master Cat, or Puss in Boots. 
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them to be degraded and contaminated by the insertion of some writings, 
which no readers called for, many had forgotten, and the great+, Pair 
never knew. Some abler defence, than the Progressioms: can make! 
required. The evidence of the book is before us; the Doctor is ten 
flagrante delicto; the protest of Mr. Pope is upon record; tic deceny; 
and dignity of an Editor demanded a compliance with that protest; the 
character of the English Nation was violatec, when the licentious wer» 
gratifhed, the virtuous disgusted, and the unsuspecting perhaps corrupted, 
Upon every principle the action was wrong; and it constituted a cru n 
offence in a moral and literary court. The Author of the P. of 1, 
addressed himself not so much-to Dr. Warton as to the public. 11"; 
he was, and is, right. The offence, (if I may use, by analopy the g 
of law,) was not bailable; no defence was set up by the person accused, or 
by any man acting by his directions; and I maintain, that the Author of 
the Pursuits acted wisely and justifiably in following it up, and prosecuting 
the Doctor to conviction. The Reverend Doctor's office was to uppen 
morality, and to discountenance whatever tended to destroy, weaken, 9 
discredit it. The maxim of the law is wise, true, and solid: “ 9onds al 
e quid probibetur, probibetur et omne, per quod devenitur ad lud.“ The 
Doctor and The Progressionist may answer this at their leisure. 

The author of the Pursuits is speaking of all the readers of Pope in 
every part oi the world, where the English language is either su sber or 
understood. Whatever poet may be neglected, his works are studied. 
On the banks-of the Ohio and the Ganges, his numbers are heard with 
delight; and to the inhabitants of those distant shores that author wouls 
vindicate the fame and consistency of the poet. In my opinion, Ihe 
Progressionist has hazarded something more than the character of his un. 
derstanding. 1 would also suggest to him, that “ in justice to his 
friends his future labours should be confined to the care of [11s e 
tation.“ 3 

When Virgil had consigned his immortal work to destruction ) 1 23 land / 
last injunction, Augustus interposed in behalf of the poet, and of all pox _ 
rity The gratitude of Italy has been, and will be, re-echoc'! by every 
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civilized nation, till time shall be no more. But the request of dying 
men, and in particular of the virtuous and the eminent, should meet with 
acred attention. By that declaration, Mr. Pope left his works to the 
world (1 use his own words) & as Mr, Warburton * Shall publish them, 
„ WITHOUT FUTURE ALTERATIONS,” He certainly provided for his 
own reputation, and the consistency of it, by this direction; and he depar- 
ied in tranquility. I think Mr. Pope has found an avenger of the wrongs 
bis memory has suffered; and it remains for the Progressionist and Dr. 
Warton to reply : 
Id cinerem, aut manes credis curare sepultos?“ 

For wy own part, I am not so schooled in ancient or in modern classics. 
In the very winding sheet of the poet there is verge enough to trace the 
characters of his virtue, and of repentance for his errors. | | 

Lighter charges require fewer words. "The Author of the Pursuits 
reprobated Dr. Warton, and in my opinion justly, for having exhibited 
a contemptible, smuggled likeness of Mr. Pope. As to the propriety 
and kindness of this conduct, I refer to Dr. W arton's own words. „The 
portrait was drawn without bis knowledge, when he was deeply engaged 
in conversation with Mr. Allen in the gallery at Prior Park, by Mr. 
& Hoare, who sat at the other end of the gallery. Tobe would never 
bade forgiven the painter had be known ii. He was too sensible of the 
WW © :formity of his person, to allow the <vbole of it to be represented. This 
_ © raving is THEREFORE exceedingly valuable.” And THEREFORE 
the kindness and moral delicacy of Dr. Warton are exceedingly remar- 
kable and conspicuous. In kindness to Dr. Warton, I sincerely hope that 
10 critic will hereafter give the Progressionist fresh materials for writing 
in his defence, 

The Progressionist is unwilling that any figures on the literary can- 
wass of & his adversary” should be unnoticed or untouched. He wishes 
to re- animate them all. He has a dexterity bordering on the Andrꝭides, 
I WW Automata of the day, and pretty much after the zame manner. He 
Ps the strings, and the puppets dance, and sometimes continue longer 
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* Mr. Pope's last Will and Testament. 
Warton's Pope, vol. 1. p. ix. 
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on the scene than could be wished. The Author of the P. of 1, ,. 
tented himself with drawing a picture of life, as it is. The Progression 
would fain exhibit the figures distorted ; and as he has often obtained f 
himself “ the Praise of Folly; has no objection to the caricatfire» of Hd. 
bein *. 

He appears to great advantage in the character of 4 Congiurgy, 
RAREE-SHOW MAN» His glass magnifies or diminishes at pleasure, hy 
the objects are very clear. When he has prepared his little machines, 
the company are admitted, and he begins. 

First, he presents to your view at full length, the figure of a Hie 
drawn from the plains of Salisbury, with the happy genius of Stokeh 
himself. He puts a wine-glass in bis hand; by magic turns his port * 
circuiating claret; next gives him a twist round before the 5pe-tatur, 
writes his name on his back, and dismisses him. 

Then, presto, 4 BARRISTER, from the fatigues of 2 long <tate-trid, 
and “ incessant exertions” for Horne Tooke, Citizen Hardy, Thom 
Holcroft, John Thelwall, and the whole crew. A bell rings, and up 
comes an apothecary with opium for Mr. Erskine, and the dregs for uy 
clerk. A chariot next appears; the door opens, and Mr. Ersinc, in 3 
A little mob of 
kgures rises, takes off the horses, and drags the Barrister fast as)cep iat. 


kind of convulsive lassitude, falls back into his seat. 


Serjeant's Inn, where he wakes just time enough to male the citizens 
and citizettes a speech; he gives a yawn, and reposes again. He then 
wakes, and chaunts first a kind of Granuale, composed for the chepe! of i 
intended republican Conservatorio, but without much counterpoint. 14% 
with a voce di petto, accompanied by one of his virtuos! du camera, Wt 
Barrister sings out various $tanzas from his pamphlet on the French Wa, 
selected for the purpose; but perceiving how little effect they have, and 
finding his portamento drowned by an increasing chorus of © God st 
the King,” louder and louder throughout all the Inns of Court; ne Grops 
his voice and his pamphlet together, and is carried off ias «iccy, ® 
before. 


* 


. * Sec « Erasmi Moriæ Eucomium figuris Holbeni.“ 
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The scene sbifts; and lo! an Under-Secretary of State, with a Micro- 
oem before him. A distant view of Eton college, a transparency in the 
anger of Loutherbourgh. He tells the audience, that the Under-Secre- 
tary wrote and thought when he was a boy, and poke when he became 
a man; and makes the spectators observe how very trifling the difference 
between the little, and the great world, and the moral of the piece. 

The Progressionist, or Raree-show man, next presents us with an 
züction room, with booksellers and their shop-men, and various other 
«holars round the table, who generally ptead ignorance as to the value 
of the books, till a Doctor in divinity explains and nods; and he parti- 
cularly takes care that the spectators shall know who the Doctor is. It 
was observable, that in the title page of one of the old black letter books, 
there was a figure of Prodigality, contented at last to feed on busks in a 
foreign country ; but the company in general were so struck, or offended 
at the print, that only one gentleman would bid for the book. 

The next change of scene is to a hall, or committee-room. A phan- 
tom rises with scales in his hand, inscribed “ Truth and Sense.“ He 
puts into one the Baviad and Mzviad, the Pursuits of Literature, and 
tome of the Anti-Jacobin newspapers; in the other the second edition of 
the Progress of Satire, the Impartial. Strictures, some leaves from the 
Reviews and the True Briton, and Jerningham's poems for a make- 
weight, but all in vain; the art of the conjuror cannot prevent the air of 
the room from dispersing them by their own lightness. 

We are next presented with the private study of a Doctor in Divinity, 
in which the sixth volume of Dr. Warton's edition of Pope's works is 
lettered Rochester instead of Pope, He strives hard, in laboured terms, 
to perzuade the gpectators that the scene- painter only is in fault; but the 
letters are too plain to be mistaken. 

The scene then changes to a view of the coasts of Brittany and Nor- 
mindy, with the images of Pantagruel and Panurge+ in the sbip, when 
they met nine sail $p0oming before the wind, full of Dominicans, Jesuits, 


* See the motto to the Progress of Satire; concerning “ the addle- 


« headed public,” or the English Nation; and 11s own Scales of Truth 
and Sense.“ 


| Rabelais, b. 4. chap. fs, &c. 


—— — ——— 
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Capuchins, Austius, Bernardins, Cordeliers, Carmelites, and the dun ag 
all of holy monks and friars who were going to council at the castle 5. 


W 


Storm was over, and would fain have sung with Friar Jobn“ che Cone 


He shews you how Panurge played the good fellow 4/1 ij, 
Hostium Insidias, as matter of breviary. The Progressionist they 
comes forward himself, and gives you to understand that bis own n, 
William Dreadnought, and swears, “ by the pavilion of Mars, that he 
« tears nothing but danger.“ 

One of the last scenes exhibits Samuel Johnson in a desert i, and 
Junius (from the neighbourhood of Stow) in a mask; and betwcen te 
two, uprises © Fack the Giant-killer in a coat of darkness.“ In the bah. 
ground a figure of St. John in the wilderness, in chiaro oscuro, wit! ay 
inscription from the Bible.t 

The Progressionist having thus for some time recalled c pale 


attention to the objects of his panegyric, by such a judicious cui. 


tion, suddenly quits his character of Raree-show man, and the language 
of the Fantocini. He next commences verse-maker, and having $uffed 
up a sufficient quantity of the fatal blossoms on the celebrated tree near 
Helicon, þ «vbose scent alone is death, he rhymes lustily and furious, and 
not without great danger to himself. He tells us bow Satire was born 
and bred, and om she grew up, married and bad children, 2nd what 
were the names of the children, and who were their nurses.|| But in spite 
of all his lusty efforts, the language is still that of lullaby, and it 1s well 
if we can recollect even the matters of fact. But as he himself recollects, 
that the zeal of a certain description of persons must always often, but 


most of all in hyme, he not unwisely divides his labours. 


% Verse-man or prose-man, term him which you will, 
« His head and heart come flowing through his quill; 


* 2, Whether an ancestor of Fobn Milner, of Winchester. 
See the end of The Progressionist's Preface, 2d edit. 
Est etiam in magnis Heliconis montibus arbos, 
Floris odore hominem tetro consueta necare. 
[| See 4 The Progress of Satire,” from p. 1. to p. as; that !5) 
« whole of the verses.” 
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« His foes will wish his life a longer date; 
« But scarcely will bis friends Jainent his fate.“ 


The Progressionist then suddenly drives to Vestminster-hall, and casts 
a longing lingering look upon the benches in the different courts, parti- 
cularly in the King's Bench. Gowns, briefs, demurrers, replications, 
yes, and libels dance before his eyes in legal confusion; and his lan- 
guage is the unnatural mixture of Jaw, nonsense, verse, and absurdity. 
It is in short any thing but the common parlance of Parnassus, and the 
courts above. He should take a little instruction from “ The Pleader's 
« Guide;” which the friends of wit and good sense have long wished to 
zee completed. He toils and groans, and would fain give Mr. Barrister 
Erskine a retaining fee against the Author of the P. of L. who, (as he 


« declares) holds barristers in such supreme contempt.” It would, how- 


ever, be difficult to prove this. He speaks indeed of the dulness of law- 
yers in ;tate-affairs; but as to their dignity, brightness, integrity, and 
intelligence in their own department he does not so much as hint at them. 
But, J hear, general dulness is implied in the charge. I make no doubt 
if ome literary Charles Surface were to ask the Progressionist, like Moses 


in the play, if it were not so; he would say with the little Israelite, O 


« 25h, I vill take my oath of that.” Really from the specimen he has 


een, you might also take him for Moses in another point, when Sir 
os enquires after the family library. I don't think, says Charles, 
_ tht Moszs can direct you there. No, no, he replies, “ I naiver med- 
& diesh vith hooks.” Now The Progressionist certainly does meddle with 
books; but as to understanding their contents, or the plain sense of a 
3 ungle argument in law, prose, or verse, “ dat ish quaite out of bisb way.“ 
= Whether logic originally begat law, or law engendered logic, I 
7 not ; but there is often some pleasant confusion between them. 
2 Let J would advise the Progressionist to speak with more respect of 
WD uncin's Elements than he does of Blackstone. It is plain, that he has 
been tormerly engaged in an academic hunt after truth, and has endea- 
Woured, with very great diligence, to distinguish a curve from a strait 
but all his industry has been in vain. If Eton and Oxford united 
er great masters in philology and philosophy, in the cultivation of the 
C Frogres$i0nist's understanding; I will say with Cicero, “ Invideo sane 
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„% Magistris, qui illum, tanta mercede, nihil sapere docuerunt,” | 
sure he will never make an honest livelihood by his logic, his Jay, g h. 


"1 


verse. He gravely tells us, that the irrefragable argument of whit, ,,, 
bludgeons 1s against the King's peace ; but that an action for domagy 
lies against the Author of the P. of L. Poor man! I am sure none hu, 
his own bookseller will ever sue the Progressionist for damayes, | 1, 
lieve he is like Ebenezer Broadbrim, in Foote's Devil on Two Stiche 
and would willingly “ send for a sinful man in the flesb, called in Ay. 
ney, to prepare a parchment, and carry the Author of the Pure 
judgment before the men clothed in lamb- stin at Westminster.“ I thi; 


however the cause of the P. of L. might be safely entrusted ty 1; 
Has 


He 
trut 


too curious a felicity, to be very angry at the application of Hartge 


4 


except in a translation. You remember the discourse beten I rebatin 


and the poet too well, to trouble you with the passage. In my nee wn 


in these times, the Plaintiff against the Pursuits (like the Progregingls 8 
by the public) would be hissed in Court, my Lords the Judge: woul 4 
laugh, and the Defendant be dismissed. The 
The Progressionist tells us, with great effect, of the approbation wiich yy 
has been given to his Essay by many of the best judges, and by th- jub | 22h 
lic in general. He says “ he scorns to quote the private converations | 
« of any man in favour of Bis work.” It is most certainly tue, thi 
Mr. Bryant, Sir George Baker, Mr. Gifford, and Mr. Antony Sue 
have expressed very favourable opinions of © the Pursuits „ Literature” 
wo of these ſour gentlemen the Progressionist could als name, a bi 


panegyrists. Prudence and gratitude however induce him to decline . 


«ha 
read, 
LO 0! 
ot “ 


Shou! 


It seems he has some regard for the character of the two. But he c 
Stir a step without shewing his literary lineage, and hereditary rg | 
the broad honours of the Dunciad. He is not indeed witty bims!!. er 
he has half Falstaff's merit; he is, and will continue to g the cave 0! Ws |! 
wit and pleasantry in other men. There is an amiable modesty l. with 
bolding the names of the two panegyrists, while the names of above e 
hundred and twenty-two thousand, or more, are alluded to, namely # 
Public in general, who have applauded the Progressionizt's little pap 
I will supply him with a sentence for the next edition, very mach 
purpose. It is conceived in the following words. 


„28 Pre * 
av 50 wo 


E 11 


l 


« I, uE PROGRESSIONILST, do here return my most humble thanks, 
be utmost of my poor capacity, and with extreme gratitude, to his 
Majesty., and both Houses of Parliament, to the Lords of the King's 
Most Honourable Privy Council, to the Reverend the Judges English, 
Welsh, Scotch, and Irish ; to the Clergy, Gentry, and Yeomanry, the 
Provissional Cavalry, Fencibles, and Volunteers; and in particular, to 
= »y worthy friends in Westwinster-hall, the Inns of Court, Moorficlds, 
and all other halls and fields; for their generous and universal accefte 
ance of THIS MY DIVINE TREATISE.,”* 


| am indeed willing to believe, that not an Empyric in the country 
as his study filled with so many attestations to his extraordinary merit. 
{le need only take his patients before my Lord Mayor, to swear to the 
truth, and then seal every Copy of his Essay with his own name and seal, 
with directions bow to use it. But, like other quacks, he records only 
the cures. PT 

In the last page of his Postscript, he assumes a more awful appearance. 
The Bird, to whose quill he is so much indebted, believes that he kright- 
ens passengers by lifting up his bill, and hissing. This is quite in charac- 
ter, He absolutely threatens the Author of the Pursuits “ with a con- 
* !inued Commentary” on his work. „ Such a Commentary, says he, I 
* had sketched, and had some thoughts of publishing.“ He reminds his 
reader of Colly Cibber, and the furious Mr. John Dennis; and if he should 
go on in this manner, it may perhaps be necessary to give some new account 
ot © The strange and deplorable phrenzy of the Progressionist.“ Nay, 
sbould the two well-known lines be produced, 


Some have at first for wits, then poets past; 
Turn'd critics next, and prov'd plain fools at last:“ 


There is great reason to think, he would fling down the book, like Mr. 
John Dennis, in a terrible rage, and cry out, © By G...., he means me.” 
But it seems, his Commentary is reserved. I make no doubt it will 
*« penned by the light of Mr. Chalmers's critical lamp; or of the modern 
Inveation, which consumes its own smoke. I believe Pope might as soon 
bare dreaded a commentary (for he too was threatened with a Commen- 


——— a. 


* 


* Tale of a Tub, sect. 10. 
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tary) from the pen of Matthew Concanen, who was bred to (+ /,. 
have been affected by the scurrilities of such men in the British ,,. 
London Journals of his time. | 

But the Progressionist tells the Public, who Have applonicd ni; 
WORK, that he has actually begun to sketch the Commentary, He: 


4 yl 


again is another palpable imitation of one of his predecessors, He u. 
minds me of Mr. Giles Jacob, who was bred to the law, like Mr. Mines 
Concanen. He also told the Public, that he diverted himself with nt, 
between the intervals of his more laborious studies. He again 19/4 14, 
Public, that“ He (Mr. Giles Jacob) has by him a poem of is own wy] 
« ting, not yet ſinisbed, which begins thus, &c.” The plazizrism of 
Dunces is natural. But the imitation of the Progressionist is cet 
in one point; he has not told the Public bow his Commentary leging, 
If The Progress of Satire” may be considered only as the beyinning, 
I would advise him, not even to advance so far as the celebrated Canto 
of the Bear and Fiddle, but to break off at an earlier period. 

But you must now prepare yourself. I am to announce the fatal 
catastrophe; the death and demise of the Author of the Pursuits of L. 
terature, declared by the Progressionist. Hear his words. © 1 perceive 
« my Adversary sinking without a blow. We now scarcely ever hear 
e of the Pursuits of Literature, The Author HAS HAD HIS Dar : nl 
« will be more remembered hereafter (if he is remembered) 1x 14% 
« WORKS of bis Antagonists, than by his own ! r 

So sunk the stone of David into the front of the Philistine: zo tals 
the Author of the Pursuits of Literature by the hand of the Progression. 
ist! MoRTALITATEM EXPLEVIT |! h 

As his friend I must lament him. I will report him and bis cause 
to the unsatisfied. I know he loved his country, and would fain have 
done her some service. I heard him say, © She has my dying voice.“ 

As the election lights on me, as his Apologist, I must rise en lit 
scene of death, and say a few words. Since the Author of the P. of L. 
%s HAD HIS DAT,” and is no more; I will request a few minute* | 
his behalf. The Progressionist yet lives, and posterity will wonder 4 
his labours,. in proportion to the admiration of the present age- 

Many are the sayings of the wisewand eminent, concerning due /0Vt 
of fame, and of honourable estimation. Tacitus and Milton bee ee. 
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clared it to be the last infirmity of noble minds. Mr. Pennant has im- 
proved upon the text, and first taught us to anticipate the pleasure of 
dissolution. But the desire of life and reputation increased with the sup- 
The sensible warm motion of the ingenious Naturalist 


POSE extinctions 
oon chose to resume its functions. The Pzonian herbs from Hindostan 
have convinced the public that he had only suffered a suspended anima- 
tion; and it would be kind if he would inform us all, but authors in 
particular, what dreams attended him in this sleep of death.* The Pro- 
gressionist, full of his own ideas, has no desire of becoming a Aneaded 
clod; but waits patiently for his destiny. 

Yet if I were in his situation, I should take the celebrated Peter 
Porcupine, for my example; 1 may here observe, that America has not a 
more active, zealous and useful citizen, or Great Britain a warmer friend, 
than bonest Peter. In his literary features he is rather roughly stamp- 
ed; but he understands the time. 


J 


of it, and hold a looking glass to the world, wherein they may see strange 


He can descant upon the deformity 


ights, There is a vigour, a simplicity, and an upright intention in all 
lis works, Which speak to the heart. When nature and honesty are work- 
ing at the root, the plants will be sound and healthy. Leto et fortia 
unt, guippe solo Natura subest“ I offer, with pleasure, this passing 
W tribute to a bold, sensible, industrious, spirited, and most deserving man. 
I wish the Progressionist would profit by his modesty and imitate it. 
Let him say fairly for ence with Peter; “ I should never look upon my 
family with x drygve, if I did not hope to outlive my works.“ 


But though theMuthor of the P. of L. 4s HAD ris bar,” and is 


ol it too, It seems as if they would not willingly let it die. In the 


cc parture from the world he has published a history of Hindostan, in 
g vols, 4, | 


' Wiliam Cobbett. 

| Sce the Republican Judge, or the American Liberty of the Press, 
c. by William Cobbett, or Peter Porcupine, p. 49. Printed for Wright, 
Piccadilly. This pamphlet should be read. 


4 . 
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no more; yet I still think we hear of his work, and other countries hear 


See the Life of the late Mr. Pennant, written by himself. Since 
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and the shameless insidious corruption of the Ministers of France; g 
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very day of turbulence, terror, and rebellion, Ire land thong): proper i 
adopt and naturalize it. Literary leisure still found a place it U 
in her best subjects. May the times of refreshing and restity;i,, a 
arrive, Custode rerum Cæsare ! May the words of a poet be so +; 
ized by the great and good CorRnw ALLIS, in that deluded, unhappy, a 
distracted kingdom. 


Janum clausit, et ordinem 


Rectum, et vaganti fræna licentiz 


TIS ; RICH 
Injecit, amovitque culpas, 


. . TECOU 
Et veteres revocavit artes ! 2 
told, 
I am also pleased to record, that beyond the Atlantic, in that county 1 
which has resisted, and is at this instant resisting, with a temper2ce, g. Kd 
. On 


Is 


| av 
work on the Pursuits of Literature is now circulating. The intuabitan vp 


of the United States find in it the true principles of practicable go "oe" 


lected, firm, and reflecting wisdom and spirit, the tyranny, the arroy anc 


ment, and the exposure of pretended patriots. They find the principle 


Wo! 27 
of religion recommended and enforced, without bigotry an 5 p-catition it to 
or the indifference of an accommodating philosophy. Wha:c1-r : 1 WS: 11 


portant to man, to social order, and to the bonds of all good g0v-11mer, WAN !.!- :.. 
is shewn by reason, by precept, and by example. They fnd the ne . 


the measures, and the doctrines marked, which conduce to that c1d, FW 
I now speak only of the work, as the author himself 7 more; at If Cour 
even the Progressionist may adopt the sentiment d ne ions 0f 6 enerou 


favourite Horace: _ 
Qui prægravat artes _: ar 
Infra se positas, extinctus amabitur idem. our; 


. . . 89 © 4 : 4 ( ohot erv le: 
It is indeed singular and surprising, when we are told, that“ te Y lea 


purpose of my deccased friend's work is to exalt, or depress the fur 
« of contemporary writers at his sovereign will and plensurt.“ Sid 
the assertion of the Progressionist. The kindred malevolent of his I 
partial Brother informs us in terms much stronger, and wich stil 0 
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grontety, that © The Pursuits of Literature is an indiscriminate abuse 
« levelled against genius and ability of every description;“ and that it is 
« An endeavour to depreciate the abilities, the learning, and the morals 
« of, THE BEST, THE WISEST, AND THE GREATEST OF THE SONS” (a) of 


* 


Great Britain. 
An appeal to the work itself is the best answer. If you turn to the 


book, you will not be less disgusted, than indignant at such a charge. 
The incubation of heated dulness upon malignity could alone generate 
auch an abortion. For my own part, I wish you would once again have 


recourse to the pages of the Pursuits of Literature, which, as we are 
told, is“ An indiscriminate abuse levelled against genius, and ability of 
W very description;“ and in which, as it would seem, nothing is to be 
found in praise of living contemporary writers. 

Is the panegyric on Mr. Bryant, notbing? Are the recorded and 
repeated eulogies on Mr. Burke, living and dead, nothing? Is the praise 


Wo liberally given to Mr. Roscoe, nothing? „ Is the feeling encomium on 
. Mclmoth, nothing? Is the solemn and dignified recommendation 


Wi /27ts of Mr. King's work, nothing? Is the tribute, so justly deserv- 
Wi, to the philosophic genius of Mr. Atwood, nothing? Is the character 
Wi lr. it's eloquence, firmness, and ability, nothing? Is the honour- 
Wc testimony to Bishop Hurd's merit, “the laureat wreath of Worces- 
ter,” nothing? Is the record of Bishop Watson's literary services, 
rotessional labours, and sacred eloquence, nothing? Is the memorial 
! Count Rumford's active and unceasing benevolence, nothing? Is the 
enerous and just praise of Mr. Gifford, a rival poet in the same province, 
othing! Are the poets Beattie, Cowper, and Cumberland; the inge- 
uity and deep researches of Mr. Maurice; the classical and judicious 
ours of that polite scholar Mr. Lumisden; the amiable mildness of the 
ery learned Mr, Cracherode; the scientific skill and unwearied perseve- 
bnce of Mr. Samuel Lysons; the honourable, virtuous, efficient, and con- 
Y titutional labours of Mr. Reeves; or the pious patriotism of Mr. Bowldler, 
d over in silence and without honour? Are the professional exer- 
as of that excellent, humane, and learned lawyer, Sir John Scott; or 
dignity, knowledge, and temperate eloquence of the Right Honour- 


a TImpartial Strictures, &c. p. 26 and 27. 
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able Mr. Addington, forgotten or disregarded ? Are the era iti oY 
medical skill of the venerable Dr. Heberden, Dr. Glynn, Sir Ges 
Baker, Dr. Milman, and Dr. Littlebales ; the philosophical revearche 
of Mr. Abernethy ; or the rising genius, and talents of Mr, Wy. It 
unnoticed? Is the glory of architecture, Mr. Wyatt, or the fancy of WS : cha: 
Mr. Soane, without remembrance ? ls the respect paid to the lean! ace 


diligence of Mr. Isaac Reed; to the polite manners, and extensive parj, Wn thi 


amentary investigations of Mr. Hatsell ; and to the correct understad. _ 


ing of Mr. Planta, to be considered as nothing? Is the tribute t 9 _ 
liberality, the abilities, and generous exertions of Sir Joseph Run, = :' 
nothing? Are the testimonies to the erudition, piety, aud talents 9 __ In 
Dr. Paley, Mr. Wilberforce, Dr. Hey, Dr. Blaney, Dr. Vincen!, ard ann 
Mr. Gisborne, nothing? Are all the juet honours offered to Dr. Doug. oss 
las, the Bishop of Salisbury; to Dr. Sutton, the Bishop of Norwich; + | 10 


Dr. Yorke; the Bishop of Ely; and Dr. Porteous, the Bisbop of London; _ 
to be considered as nothing? Are they all dead? Is their virtue al 0 have 
. defunct? or are they not still among the /iving ornaments of the 


Country? 0 


Soc ve 


he w. 


Surely this is a voluntary offering to living contemporary merit, - | 
consider it, Sir, as a libation from that Pierian vase, which the Theban or all 


once described, as sparkling with the choicest dew of the vine. In this A wy 


; | "OKs 
least the Author of the Pursuits of Literature has approved himssg f, 4 he re 


securi 
The 


to hav 


the berald of living genius, truth, and virtue. 

But must we say, that © the abilities, the learning, and the morals, 1 
« PHE BEST, THE WISEST, and THE GREATEST of the Sons“ of Great hi. | 
tain, are depreciated, because such persons as I shall recite, without on Rietz e 
word of comment, from the book before me, are not mentioned with p! 


ticular honour or commendation ! Must we consider THEM (howeve! 30% 
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wise, or great they may be,) as “ the best, the wisest, and t eM 
+ 4 the Fons“ of Great Britain? Are we to stile Horn: | ooke, Dr 
Priestley, Lord Stanhope, Dr. Parr, Mr. Porson, Dr. Darwin, Peter 
Pindar, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Knight, Mr. Jerninghar:, Mr. Bosca vet, 
Mr. George Steevens, Mr. Ritson, Mr. Ireland, Mr. Tierney, Giben 
Wakefield, Dr. Geddes, CHARLES James Fox, Richard 51 in sey yheri- 
dan, Mr. Barrister Erskine, the Duke of Bedford, Lo:© Lauderdat 
Lord Lansdown, Mr. Joseph Jekyll, William Godwin, Thomas Paint, 
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Thomas Holcroft, or John Thelwall, as absolutely © T#E BEST, THE 
„ wISEST, AND THE GREATEST OF THE SONS” OF GREAT BRITAIN? 
If ever contemptible sophistry and gross false hood were to be found in 

a charge, they are found in this charge. Upon my word, Sir, it is either 
egregious trifling in the Progressionist, and his Impartial Brother to talk 
in this manner; or it is wilful, wicked, shameless, and scandalous mis- 
representation. It betrays a corrupted heart, and an irritated head. There 
is besides such a stupidity and dulness in the mode of the attack, which 
Wall the „ urtice marine” or sea-nettles, so /ovingly recommended by one 
the Commentators on Shakspeare, could not excite into action. I 
enn ask with Junius, © Is the union of Blifil and Black George no 
WF longer a Romance!“ (a) 
[ think the declaration of the Anthor of the P. of L. may be now fully 
Wu tified. It may he deduced in all its parts; and the work itself proved 
Wo have been begun, conducted and completed upon public principle alone. 


he words of its Author may now appear with new force, and with truth 
ot to be resisted. 


© The work was written upon no private motive what- 
s0ever; but simply and solely as the conduct of the persons mentioned 
or alluded to, or the manner of their compositions, or the principles of 
their writings, tend to influence and affect the learning, the government, 
the religion, the public morality, the public happiness, and the public 
security of this Nation.“ (b) 

The author of the Pursuits of Literature is said by the Progressionist 
to have disdained (while be was yet living) to name any of Bis adversa- 
rics, or to reply in detail to any of their accusations.” I think he was 
git, He is said also, to have corrected some mistakes pointed out by 
W- Progresionist, and not to have acknowledged the kindness. The 
I dnfusion iu this man's mind is equal to its irritation. I presume, before 
We obligation is personally acknowledged, a favour must be received, If 
ö de cd I could believe, that he had ever attended for a moment to such a 
e Progressiouist, I think he must have remembered an allegory 
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4 Junius. Letter 57. 
D P. ol L. Preface to the First Dialogue. 
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preserved by Pausanias, (a) and beautifully restored to its original py, 
ing by the celebrated Dean of St. Patrick's. It is this. The N,,. 
4 plians in Argia learned the art of Pruning their vines, by gbzeryin,, 
that when Ax ASS had browzed upon one of them, it thrived the be, 


- — — — — — - ww 
— jr 4x«aĩ < — ml woe” + —— • üwr— — — oo wu N * ——>—— 
— 


« and bore fairer fruit.“ (b) | 
The Progressionist absolutely condemns the poetry of the Pursuits of BY 
Literature. This is unfortunate ; but be is positive in his assertion. From WW $01 
aucb a judge, (for whom, I suppoge, Cremona and Mantua igt fer, WIA 


have contended) it is difficult to appeal. He and his Impartia! Brother 
produce thirty or fotty, lines, out of near sixteen hundred, some of which 
might certainly be improved, and they exult in their discovery. That 
author indeed appealed to the lovers of Dryden and Pope; and C e 
were yet living) 1 am convinced he would continue to do so. Read |; | felt 1 
poem. again, and I think you will be persuaded that he acted wisely, Yay Foun 
recollect, that Dryden, in his latter days, once addresscd Congreve is Ws Mic 
these pathetic lines. aun 


thro 
tude 
tores 


inter 


4 Be kind to my remains; and oh, defend Vertu 
Against your judgment, your departed friend; J 
& Let not th' insulting foe my fame pursue, 

& But shade those laurels which descend, to you.“ 


But ak which I shall offer in the defence of the Author of the F. of 
shall be strictly according to my judgment, and my 3 of hin, 
For my own part, if I knew him right in his poetical education and ch. nenn 
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acter, I will speak of him, as be was. 4, fo 
From his very childhood be grew up in silence and in olitud dom 
neither seduced, nor diverted from his purpose; in a quiet independence; Moc of + 


nor embarrassed by difficulty, or depressed by neglect ; constant in tor the 
waiting patiently for his hour; of the world not unknowing, though '- ett 
known. Much and often would he muse on other times; ud dw bono 
the bards and ages, whose names are written in the books of («ve 1 le. 
. 1 augus 
igged b 
ent to 
inte for 
Recall 
limate + 
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(a) Ta NAM Tor Ohe, ws P yay GMTENS KAN; &D001w71ge 
Au a Ft@uve Tor xaproey. Pausan. Corinth, lib, 2. C. 28. p. 200. 
Khusii. | 

b Tale of a Tub, sect. 3. 
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eteruity. His studies and his meditations were an habitual poetry. To 
+162 who observed the mantle he would sometimes wear in his youth, it 
seemed 

lowrought with figures dim, and on the edge 

Like t6 that sanguine flower, inscribed with wor. 
But he never blamed his fate. Most of all, he reverenced the lyre ; and 
sought out those who could strike the strings most cunningly and zweetly. 
One such he found. He looked abroad through all the realms of Nature ; 
through her scenes of majesty, of softness, or of terror; the wilds of soli - 
tude, the stormy promontory, the cultivated prospect, the expanse of 
forests, the living lake, the torrent, or the cataract. By the shores of the 
interminable ocean, on the cliffs, and on the ragged rocks, he found and 
lelt the power of inspiration. But still his fancy wandered chiefly in 
the mild retreats of the elder poetry, the banks of Mzander, and the 
Mincio. The scenes of ancient Greece and Latium were the hermit 
haunts of his imagination. In the valley of Tempe, by the hill of Hy- 
mettus, and the grove of Plato, he first heard, and learned 


The secret power 

Of harmony, in tones and numbers hit | 
By voice, or hand; and various measar'd verse, 
olian charms, and Dorian lyric odes, 
| And His, who gave them breath, but higher sung. 
WOometimes reclined on the verge of Castalia, he would drink of the ori- 
_ pinal fountain, whose murmurs were familiar to him. Last of all, in 
Wee moments of divine and of serene delight, he would ascend the cha- 
Wot of the Muses, and fix his eye, but not without superior guidance, 
oss tle central heaven. Such, indeed, is the right of poets, whose in- 
rest is that of their country; whose gain is not lucre, but the hope of 
bondurable acceptance. 

Lspeak as if I could myself take a part in these ennobling labours, 
august contemplations. But other cares await me. I feel myself 
ipged back once more to darkness, and the Progress ionist. The de- 
ent to Avernus is said to be easy, but I choose Homer, Virgil, or 
inte for my guides and companions iu such a region. 

Recall then for a moment all that I have advanced. Consider and 
timate the temper, the conduct, the sergiments, rhe scurrility, aud 
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what the penury of language constrains me to call, the arguments 


| 
Progressionist. He has lavished upon the Author of the Pursvit: of ON 
terature every opprobrious and brutal term, which even bis own lang "age the s 
could supply. He has called in sophistry and falsehood to 2551-1 him 
misrepresenting his words, his actions, and his intentions. And 10 
will you give me credit when I repeat it? He gives at last three tun 
lines to the praise of a passage or two, which it sceins, are SPIritec an : 1 
eloquent, in behalf of public order, morality, and religion. If [ had ge wh 
the Author of the P. of L. I would have returned such impudent pane, * 
gyric upon his hands, with the contempt he deserves, and has incurred, ere 
Tollat sua munera cerdo. Let the cobbling donor take his gilt lac 5 
again. Pope is still more to the occasion: 5 an 
Of all mad creatures, if the learn'd are right, A 
It is the slaver kills, and not the bite. Relig! 
To conceive, Sir, that such men can confer praise, is an insult to an battler 
understanding. The public do not wait to discover what is eloquent and Comme 
spirited, from such wooden oracles. The State will acknowledge its beg glers | 
friends, and Literature its best defenders, without their assistance 9 to ridi 
direction. Such men have neither part nor lot in the region of the Muze, work o 
In the temple of immortality their voice cannot be heard, Ever te ro. 
names they would fain present to the guardians of that ng woul! bv WS Under. 
rejected from the unworthiness of the votaries. The Swans would or 0 
their beaks, and the stream flow backward. I and det 
I would not have stooped to notice this man, and his Ina. Dro 4 Who as; 
ther, for their own sakes. Writers of their description are quite iam. I Lit 
cent, when they are quite angry. But there is a respect due to de 3 ciples 
English Nation, which the Progressionist terms © zhe addle- beau 1 never b 
& Public,” and which, I maintain, has honourably receives 2 work arce ! 
dedicated to their service. If I knew the. names of <:tl:1 of ng ee. 
writers, I would not embalm and preserve them in this Apolag; ſor x 1 Suc! 
deceased friend. The Progressionist may be suffered to 11 01S 081 BE 
verse and prose. I would leave Sir Fretful between Sic! and Dang! 8 neyer 
But as to the deliberate defender of Mr. Lewis's « Moxx” it the face of must be 
an insulted kingdom, I would consign him to the vindictive alice of k | Þriociple 
Cloyster, and all its impurity; or to 8 more wretched drudgery of pal Political, 
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wing ribaldry, and blasphemy. Such are the men, Sir, ho declare 
tuemselves the enemies of the Poem on the Pursuits of Literature. But 
the spirit of its departed Author may have yet some consolation. 


Non illa manes jacuere favilli, 
Nec cinis exiguus talem compescuit umbram. 


Whoever indeed stands forward at such a perilous period as the present, 
with boldness, confidence, and an honest intention in the public service, 
with a name or without a name, known or unknown, is surely worthy of 
dome regard, and I should think, of kindness. But when 2 gentleman (with- 
out any interest, but that of every other subject in the country,) has devoted 
his time, fortune, and ability in the hope of being useful, it is but a 
common cause to rescue bis memory from the gripe of injustice, and the 
fangs of malignity. When he has defended THE TRIPLE ForTRESS of 
Religion, Morality, and Literature, from its foundation to the topmost 


battlements, must he be left on the feld without the common honours of a 
W common soldier? Because a few trumpery Poetasters, half- critics, jug- 
4 glers in science, or indecent Commentators are held forth and consigned 
W to ridicule or contempt, as they have respectively deserved, must this 
work on the Pursuits of Literature be degraded and depreciated? I trust 
ot. The Public will never fuffer such impotence and dulness, such 
| 1 Under-conjurers and Journeymen Astrologers, the Sidrophels and W ha- 
es of the day, to read backwards for them the great page of Literature, 
W ind declare the interpretation of it. When the Sun is high in the heaven, 
who asks for subsidiary light? 

Literature indeed, at this hour, can hardly be divided from the prin- 
aples of political safety. Satire also has a character; which she was 
1ever before called upon to assume. Sensum ceœlesti demissum traxit ab 
ace! She must now co-operate with the other guardians, and watchful 
powers of che state in her degree. | 
Such * Uxiox is naw demanded of the minds, the talents, and 
ertunes, of the souls and bodies, of all the inhabitants of Great Britain, 
"5 never before entered into the hearts of Englishmen to conceive. We 
must be preserved from the tyranny and power of France; from all her 
principles, and from all her arms, open or concealed, mental, moral, or 
political. 1 have pride and satisfaction in seeing, and feeling that we 
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are all so convinced. We know we must die, or defend Ovrselves fog 
THE MONSTROUS REPUBLIC. 


Instat terribilis vivis; morientibus keres ; 
Nulla quies: oritur prada cessante libido; 
Divitibusque dies, et nox metuenda maritis ; 
Emicat ad nutum stricto mucrone minister! 


If we consider it from the commencement, it has threatened, dey 
and given over all its victims to desolation, wretchedness, plunder, wi 
final death. Broop is the cement of the Republic of France, 

Some victims have bled for principle, others for example, ome fy 
funeral pomp, and some for a civic feast. Blood must flow. Fs 
Faction has delivered over itz predecessors to death. The Vries o 


Reason hold their rites in the field of Mars. First indeed, be oe. 
awhile: their savageness with song and festival. But these are the p __ 
ludes of sanguinary cruelty ; the stops and pauses of their W, e. “ 
With their laurel and cypress branches bound together and d, WANG 081d 
blood, they advance to the altar, aud perform their abhorred 14:1:3ticn, WH dens 
The Manes of all that is brave, and all that is ferocious, arc mod ** 7 


their democratic incantations to Reason and her Republic, 6s 


oc 


Sævis opus est, et fortibus umbris; wvelled 


Thsa facit manes; HOMINUM MORS OMNIS IN USU E. 


and 

On the blood of their murdered Monarch they have «worn had che 
tyranny ; and they have established a Directory. On the blocd fπjÜ e 7 
cence and virginity they have sworn to restore, and to protect the fen 8 hercy; 
dignity; and they have annulled the bond of marriage, and the clit WS thi 
of consanguinity. On the blood of their Generals streaming en the cat | 3 


fold, and on the blood of armies partially devoted by other General i ; gh Pr 
the day of battle, they have sworn to give honour, and encour:gement e oon 


the Defenders of the Republic. Such are their decrees; 5u« e an 
oaths registered in blood. All is contradiction with them, yet all i 3 „ 
action. Principles of the moment, principles of reflection, principks us, 


desolation, principles of safety, all have had their hour; all ha. e ris) 
and fallen. Banishment and deportation have now superceced the π of 
the guillotine, and the sabre of ruffian massacre. How long' A 
changes with them: all, but the fixed lust of plunder, and aggrandis 
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Wnt, and the rooted hatred to Christian Religion. To every govern- 
Kt, and to every establishment in Europe they apply but one axiom, 
W wu ATEYER 1s, 15 WRONG," 

Whoever strives to resist such an adversary, upon principle and re- 
ction, with eloquence, or wisdom, or learning, in the plain robes of 
ate, or in he vestments of religion or law, with arins in his grasp, os 
ith well directed opulence, by counsel, by precept, or by example, must 

numbered among THE FRIENDS OF MAN. | 

am most serious in my words, and earnest in my thoughts. I have 
en instructed by these great events, to consider all actions as of some 
eight, and that nothing is now to be neglected, as wholly unimportant. 
# the efforts of the united genius, learning, poetry,. and eloquence of # 
quntry can be directed with strength and discretion, in their proper and 
tural courses, we may yet have confidence. Enterprises of great pith 
nd moment will succeed, and a righteous security may be established. 
onsider for a moment what is the hope of bad men. The Orator of 
thens has declared, „ Their hope of safety is placed Id Tar EXCESS 
Of THEIR WICKEDNESSS,. AND INJOUITY ALONE.”'* The haunts, and 
Wes, and tenements, and skulking huts of sophistry, anarchy, rebellion, 
Wcnocracy, and Jacobinism, will at length be fully revealed, and finally. 
ld and ruined. When the fountains of hallowed fire are once open- 
Wo, and flowing with liquid purity in che silence of the night, the objects 
hich darkness would conceal, are not only discovered, but destroyed. 

The force of France is indeed formidable; but uER PRINCIrTEsS, 
ſherever they take root, and grow, and bear, are alone invincible. If 
e think otherwise, I fear, we deceive qurselves, and the truth is, not 
ith us. France invites every European government to suicide. Her 
gh Priest f told her long ago, that no Government could perish but by 
on hand, and by its on consent to die. The Government of Great 
pricain has given no such consent. Her King, her Nobles, her Com- 
bons, her Senators, her Statesmen, her Lawyers, her Artists, her Mer- 
bants, her Citizens, her Peasants, all maintain and declare with one 
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voice, and with arms in their hands, „GREAT BRITA HA; GIVEN wo 
SUCH CONSENT.” She has not lifted up her arms against hergelf h 
is willing and desirous to live. She has humbled herself before G09 1 
the Judge of all, through the Great Mediator of humanity, Sbe 1,,,.. j 
her strength, and has felt her infirmity; she is earnest for ber preservariar, \ 
from her foes within and without; and having done all, and «til! comp. 
ting herself, and her cause, To a1M who judgeth righteous]y, She hope 
yet to stand. 
Whether the end of all things may be at hand; and what the Jecree. 3 
of Eternal Power, Wisdom, Justice, and Goodness may intend n the lax N love, 
resort, we acknowledge to be inscrutable. But we trust, it camo he 1 aides 


deemed an unwarrantable presumption, to suggest or to aftirm, that, if WW ny | 
the attributes of God are true; if man is his creature, and governed by E I 
his laws; the opposers of this overbearing, desolating, impious, and unt. | 4 oigni 
VERSAL Tyranny must be justified BgFoRE Him. As to us, the 14 4b. . 
tants of Great Britain, if we would exist at all, we must be preserved 43 WW 211d 
WE ARE. Our Constitution is not lost; and the ramparts we have 112 dor 


around it, will maintain it entire. Our liberties are supported equzlly oo 
against arbitrary power, and against the engines of licentiousnes: and 0 
democracy. Upon us the destiny of Europe, and perhaps of the whole  : 
civilized world, ultimately depends. It seems placed in our hands: 4 WS fort) | 
feariul and an awful charge. Ba 
| ooo, 


Omnia Fata laborant, 
Si quidguam mutare velis ; UNOQUE SUB ICTU 
STAT GENUS HUMANUM / 


What 1: 
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I am sure words on this subject cannot be thought out of <cas0u, v 
out of place, while terrors are yet gathering around us. Circumstance 
have instructed us all, not to regard any thing as common, which | de- 
signed for the public service. 
In consideration therefore of the importance of every single furt 0 
of the tendency of individual zeal and labour in the common cause, | he 
written this letter, and now deliver it to the public. T have stood fort 
as the apologist and defender of the principles, the j istice, the Severit)) 
and the composition of the Poem and Notes on © The Purzvits of Lit 
66 rature.” My business has been not to produce what is excellent in it 
work, but to shew the futility and false hood of the objections t it. 


be unit 
this in: 


ans 2} 


Lnow not whether it called for any defence; but it is not uncommon for 
come persons to suffer themselves to be misled by superficial and malevo- 
lent writers and observers, when they have a specious appearance. 

The numerous appeals, in the notes to The Pursuits of Literature,” 
+1 various authors in languages not universally understood, or partially 
«udied, have diminished some portion of its general effect. I have 
designed to remove this inconvenience by the present attempt. If any 
person shall hereafter be enabled to understand the force of Grecian or 
Roman wisdom better than he did before; or if one English reader, and a 
lover of his country, shall be induced to peruse the work, who without 
this translation, would not have attended to it at all; I ghall not look upon 
my labour as useless, or unrewarded. 

| have prefixed to the Title-page a few lines from Pindar of some 
signification. You will consider them, as if the departed Author of the 
Pursuits of Literature did himself address you by me. The paraphrase 
and the meaning of them in @ very extended sense, is this. The Time 
'5 now arrived, in which all persons should fully understand whatever is of 
importance sacred or Civil. There should be no ambiguity; all should 
be laid open, and justly comprehended. Though without authority, and 
in a very private station, I will consider myself in some measure, as sent 
forth in the public service. I have declared, recommended, enforced, and 
appealed to the wisdom, the eloquence, the doctrines, and the experience 
of our forefathers in every age, and in every country. I have shewn 
what is that heroic virtue, and dignified d port ment which are required 
ny countrymen in this revolutionary age; that they consist not in 
nc, but in action; and that the sword, the voice, and the pen must 
be united in the common cause for the common salvation. I will preserve 
bis integrity to the last: T WILL SPEAK THE TRUTH.” 


1 aing &Kc. Kc. dec. 


END OF THE VINDICATION. 
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TRANSLATIONS. 


MOT TO TO THE TITLE-PAGE OF THE WORK. 


« YE, who from your natural disposition, as well a: from your edu- 


pation, arc in all things good and kindly affectioncd, moderate, and worthy 
WW the kingdom which you uphold, be favourable to this Work.“ 
Athenagoræ Atheniensis Legatio Imperatoribus Antonino et Com- 


3 Ad fin. Op. Justin. Martyr. edit. Paris, 1636. p. 39. 
PAGE 9g. 
Through evil report and good report.” 

PAGE ro. 


„From his phraseology, his manner of speaking, his peculiar diction, 
Wl other circumstances, I am convinced that the whole work, or the 
er part of it, is the composition of Hieronymus Alexander. From 
= tant, familiar, domestic intercourse with him, I am as intimate- 
Wy 1cquainted with his genius aud disposition, as he himself can be.” 
| Erasmi Epist. 370. c. 1755+ op- fol. edit. opt. Lugduni. 


— 
MOTTO TO THE INTRODUCTORY LETTER. 
PAGE 13. 


[4 0 * . * ” . . 
(Retired within the magical circle, he murmured words of mightiest 
er. Thrice he turned his countenance to the East, and thrice to the 
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realms where the Sun declines : © Whence (he cries) is this deli. | 
ye wait for words more secret than these, or of greater potency /" 
Tasso. B. 


0 8 De d 
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PASSAGES IN THE INTRODUCTORY LETTER S 
dert oc 
PAGE 14. | 
« As to what some persons may say of me, let them 190% +9 their . 
words; but nevertheless they will talk.” Cicero Somn. Scipion's, 
PAGE 15. 
He is greedy of life, who is not willing to die, when the wor! 
perishing around him.” Senec. Traped, 
PAGE 16. 


Destroy the insolence, and high language of these here ai 
make them of none effect.” 
Liturgia Sancti Gregorii Alexand. Liturg. Orient, 

Collect. v. 1. p. 107. Ed. Doris, 70. 

« The first who! Strengthened the exalted strains ot Archiloc!: 
with a,rampart of frm and solid words.” Anthol. p. 30 3. Ed. Hadi. 
„To examine. the excellent with the excellent, and compare thei 
several merits with each other.“ 
Dion. Halicarn. Ep. ad Cn. Ws Epist. de Platone. p. 751 

sect. 1. vol. 6. Ed. Reibe, 1777 


* | PAGE 17. 
« I will magnify my office.” 
PAGE 18. 


“The compact and condensed power of the understanding.“ 
Basil. Archiepisc. Cesaree Ops v. 2. Þ» 698. ed. 1016. 


PAGE 19. 


tel. or 
« If 1 smile at the perfumes with which Rufillus 1s 5ceated, d.! 
any similar piece of folly, must I of necessity be stigmatised as 4" 6 
an envious and malicious disposition ?” or 


% 


E 41 } 
PAGE 21. 


« If indeed you require me to chuse a companion, how can I forget 
de divine Ulysses? His heart, his affections, and his spirit are tried, 
a, and prepared for every enterprise.“ Hom. II. 10. v. 242. 


« Thc present of the fatal branch, now scen again after a long 


. 3 Vir 0 Tun. 6. 
„ d. 8 
= PAGE 22. | 


] have once spoken in this great Cause (prepared to repeat my words, 
1 required) with that spirit which I am ever wont to assume, the spirit 


an accuser.“ Liv. I. 2. Sect. 61. 


PAGE 23. 


« The mouths of the cavern which leads to cruel Tartarus.“ 

Virg. nu. 7 
« For my own part, I can see no danger to which you are persoually 
Wxposcd, separate and apart from the destruction of us all.” 


Cic. Epist. ad Fam. |. 6. e. 1: 
PAGE 24. 


Without attempting some adventurous flight, when I had pinions 
 5upport me; that I might present no ignoble example of myself.“ 


Petrarc: Part 2. Son. 86. 


« The King and his Ministers might perhaps peruse these memoirs, 
hich most aszuredly are not the e of an uninformed man.” 


Gil Blas. 


PAGE 25. 


« Ditkculties of hard solution.“ 


PAGE 26. 


* Nothing can be more exalted than speculations like these; they are 


he very heights of the world. The great public mausion of Nature 
ger'elf is contained within these boundaries.” Mani. Astson. lib. 1. 


Tbese are the vauntings of Him who fighteth against Gop; who 
lorieth in the strength of his wickedness; who threateneth utterly to 


oe ent ISS a oo 4 — 2 (ny — — r 


I} | 
j | J 
1 
. 1 
1118 | 
| 1 destroy and confound the boundaries of nations, (once delivered ha Tas 
| | Mosr Hin to his angels and messengers;) and to male thy c. 
1 q inge 
| } Earth one scene of plunder and devastation; who boastetli lat hen l 
1 shake all the sons of men, and subvert and change the state . 
| i ancient ordinance, institution, and regular government,” 
Wis: 
| Euseb. Demonst. Evang. l. ,. 
| . T 
* * 
| 0 PAGE 29. 
9 . d | . _— . 
l 2 (It cannot be supposed) that speaking or writing in the (Cree; | 5 
I | 1 guage, in preference to any other, can have any peculiar efficacy in o- 
| : . * - * a 
1 moting the iuterests of true piety or learning,” 
nah! | 
| | Casaub. Exercit. 16. ad Annal. Fccles. Puroni;, 
4n | 
Wk « His brow was not brightened with cheerfulness; and is counts. 
11 . ; 
"nt nance was dejected.“ Vir. Fn. 6. 
| [| PAGE 30. 
i! | | | 
I „The strains were harsh; it was the harmony of horror : sbriche, and 
i . 
| | groans, and lementations loud and deep, were heard to agree in «tries 
kl consonance.“ Ariosto. O. F. cant. 14, 1 
0 our 
& Awakened, as from slumber, among the spirits of the cl2ct, where | 
i the soul enjoys a more intimate communion with her Maker,” 
1 « | 
| 1 « A pale of odorous sweets is wafted around, as from meadows 0! _ 
| freshness and of choicest fragrance.” | =_ 


| Dioms. Halic. Ep. cd Cn. Fon b. ect.! _ 
1. PAGE 31. 4 


„The heads of arguments and objections against certain perzo7s 0 
morose, peevish. natures, and without erudition.“ L. mus. 


For it is now high time to offer some assistance om the cee 
vessel (called the Ampolla) to those heads, which are c:ticr th, 
scantily provided with sense.“ Ariosto O. F. cant. 36+ 

. * Ae tee 

« Hecate, with her triple head, a fatal and tremendous . 

ehild of Tartarus.” Orph. Aigen. . 97% 
a K £ | a : 55 

The divine Bellona, and the Tritonian goddess, Minerva. 

N ' Lycoporon, Ys $196 


» 


2 J As 2 2 * — - 4 N + | , RET +44 ver w 1 — a 47% 2 2 
e — — rern 


wi ns 
PAGE 32. 
„Beggars, players, and varlets of every description.“ Hor. 


« The lawful possession and right of the Muses.” Pind. Pyth, 1. 
PAGE 33. 


Ulysses stripped himself of his sordid garments, and leaped upon the 
great threshold of the mansion. His bow and quiver, full of arrows, 
were in his hand, and he scattered the Shafts of destruction before his 
WE ict.” Hom, Odys. 22. v. * 
Pauic; and reflect, that a day like this may never dawn again. 

Dante, Parad. 


PAGE za. 


Wisdom herself can scarcely number seven persons, from among all 
ons of men, whom she can honour with such a name.” 


PAGE 35. 


© Thc virulence of the infection has corrupted and destroyed all that 
bond, beautiful, and healthy.“ Hor. Ep. ad August. 


PAGE 37. 


strike no feeble chords with an idle, unavailing impulse; but bold- 


uu) 1 bend before the tombs of michtieat masters, and raise my 
ice with boldness.” Statii. Sylv. 


END QF THE INTRODUCTORY LETTER». 


THE FIRST DIALOGTIE. 
PAGE 39. 


N J 
Whoever thou art, who feelesr thyself inspired with the spirit of 
fearless Cratinus; Who turnest pale over the page of the indignant 
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g my residence by the Auruncian temple, (where sleeps the spirit of 
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Eupolis, and of the venerable, dignified master of the sock “, 00 ly 
upon these my labours, if by chance you should discover gone... 
matured and perfected by study. May my readers approach they yy, 


10 


or 


an ear purified with incense from their altars.” Pers, Sat.. 
PAGE 42. ” 
3 x en 
„The childish war of Apollo's quiver.” Statius, * 
3 


« While I am recording these events, the fury of civil Di:cord g 
shaken her torch over the Tarpeion rock, and kindled wars {rc th 
those on the plains of Phlegra. Behold, Tar Caprror is blazing wit 


sacrilegious fires, and the Roman Legions have assumed the maddening i 
spirit of the Gauls.“ Stat. Sylv. I. 5. c.; 
PAGE 43. oy 
| ; tin; 
& The sun set; but no night ensued.“ By 
HS 
PAGE 46. 
«© What remuneration can I offer you for a poem like this 4 K 
Virg. Eciog, it / 
. ted. 
PAGE 47. 
« F 
« The tales of Phillis and Hypsipile, and all the lamentable uf 
$ing-50ng poetasters.“ Pers. Sat. l. 
« Having obtained and enjoyed the soverciguty, he clos-6 his ef RT 
in the same common sleep of mortality.” Lucret. L. 3. comn 
PAGE 48. « J. 
A purse under @ consumption.“ C of 0 


PAGE 49» 


He will utter no oracular precepts but upon comp!113i00.” 
Virg, George # 


ä 


2 


Aristophanes. 


E ads 3 


« Whether a chimzra buzzing in a vacuum, has the power of eating 
xr devouring second designs, thoughts, or intentions?“ 


PAGE 50. 


« He is become insensible by long habits of vice, and the heart of 
man is waxed fat and gross; he is placed beyond the imputation of 


It, he has nothing to lose, and is plunged so deep, chat he cannot rise 
en to bubble on the surface of the stream.“ 


PAGE 51. 


Pers. Sat. 3. 


« Not into such alliances and leagnes as these.“ Virg. En. 4+ 


PAGE 53. 
= © Too careless or too idle to undergo the toil of writing; I mean, of 
Writing well; for as to the quantity of his compositions, it is out of the 


estion.“ Horat. I. 1. 8. 4 


PAGE 54. 


« A mere word-shop.“ 


A treatise on the Causes why Eloquence has been so much cor- 
by ted.“ 


« He abounds with luscious faults.” Duintil, I. 10. c. te 


PAGE 55. 


+ The gitts of the muses are not offered to every one whe passes by, 
common favours; they must be sought after, and obtained with diffi- 


| * 
1 


. 
66. TY! 


ne bellowing of the labyrinth.” N. B. Put for any common to- 
ot ordinary poets or writers. Juv. Sat. 1. 


1 5 


FY 


A Germanic question to ridicule the absurdities of metaphysics 
n mad. See a similar collection in the seventh chapter of the Memoirs 


Martinus Scriblerus ; for instance: © An preter Esse reale actualis 
Wnt 5 


— 


aliud esse necessarium quo res actualiter existat? In 
Slsh thus: „ Whether, besides the real being of actual being, there 
ea ther being necessary to cause a thing to be.“ 


OY Ot" O KF 
— 


— — — 2 


mischief, and brought forth iniquity.” 


1 


PAGE 56. 


„ 'Trivulzia, brought up and nourished in the sacred caverty,” 
Aristo O. F. Cant. 46, st. ,, 


That work often affected us, and our cheeks turned pale as y- 4, * 
reading it; but there was one circumstance which quite ue _ fror 
As we were proceeding, I exclaimed, © Alas! what softness of e 
© what extacy of rapture, conducted these wretched souls to thc paths of 
[4 ”"y 1 i 

sorrow. Dante Inf. c. | 

« He gives admonition to all, and cries with a loud voice though " 
the shades ; Give car unto me, and be warned; revere justice, and de. 
spise not the power of the Gods.“ Virg. In. 6, 

6% 
PAGE 59. 

«© The offices of kindness and fidelity are yet cultivated aon mn 5 
ome are still to be found who will perform the duties of friendship to the Suffich 
departed.” Nin. Fs. 

P. 16. 50. 0 | 
| WIe 

6 3 anda. edifices, estates, Ponsehsiohs of every species, all have bet ch 
scized within their grasp; the heaven above, and the sea excepted, al 
have been declared public e by gift, by algen, by by auction." TY 

Cic. de Leg. Agrar. Or.; 3 

If you are in earnest for a Revolution, you must begin by and 3 

ing the Catholic religion in France.” Mirabeau. = © 
a 3 0 
PAGE 63. « 0 

“(They ſeel) by what prostration of soul, by what prayers and strang 
conflicts of the spirit, even the slightest and most imperfect knowledge 0: WS „ 
Gop is to be obtained!“ Augustin. 2 

„The founder of that denomination of worship was CaR15T, wid _ 
in the reign of Tiberius, suffered the punishment of death under the Iv = 

4 ; Þ 
3 0 


curator Pontius Pilate.“ Tacit. Annal. I 1 Cs » 44. 


Tpere is not one who judgeth with true judgment , 19, not ce 
their trust is in nothing; they talk words of vanity; they bave co!” 10 
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PAGE 64. | | 
« Go, Lictor, and bind his hands.” Liv. 1. I. | 


yy Fl 
« Their entertainments are in the Greek fashion; and the pictured 1} | 
emblem appears without a veil: you might expect to see the dancing-girls 10 
nde East) displaying their attitudes before the guests.” Jud. 1 | 
Y It 
if 

PAGE 65. | 1 

ql 

| if 

Wisdom is first pure, then peaceable.“ tit 


„Would he had always written $0!” Juv. 
PAGE 66. 


„ The smiles of a pretty girl are the tears of the purse.“ 


W — ———— . 


9 
— 


Italian Proverb. | 

c composed eight volumes, not without elegance, but without | | 
«cit discernment.” Sueton. Claud. Sect. 41. | Mi 

IJ 1 
YA 1 

| Prepare your stomach for these delicacies; and feast upon the fich | Il 
ch has been preserved tor your times.“ Juv. Sat. 4. | | [ 

= J 

1 PAGE 68. 

I 0 

= ; 8 ; s | | 
A body without a soul.“ Hor. " 

3 1 
Tue short span of life.“ Hor. | | | 

A 2 : ' 4 

_ © Great efforts for great trifles.“ Terent. 1 

i | 
.=- | PAGE 7c. 181 
has long will ye idly support these sons of fire ?” | | | 
_ Apulei. Mat am. I, 7. 
PAGE 71. ö 1 

3 
bora; . b 10 

orn Jor nothing but to eat and digest.“ | ; 

4 5 15 

4 140 


= 
aloe. 


May he re- assume the weight and dignity of the tragic buskin.“ 


| 


8 R * — 


— . m 
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“These subjects, you may say, are certainly pleasant in a Satire, tg .1, Al 
liven and amuse a reader who loves to laugh. But I want the proof; lat we & 
have it in regular form. I agree with you; well, Doctor anc |. a 
and take your seat quictly, as in the schools. What is a Com mentatos? 

Boileau, Sat. g. 
PAGE 77. 
„The manner is neither good nor respectable; when the versce, 9 — 
the subjects of them, enter the very marrow, and the effeminate, lasch. 
ous accents provoke and irritate the inmost sensations.“ Pers. Sat. 1, 
Such effusions of verse and fancy, as even Lycoris herself mij my | 
read,” Virg. Fcl. 10. may 
PAGE 78. | 
“This was the only point in which Fabricius was deficient,” 1 
g * 
Juv. Sat. 4. 
; 7 —— 8 he v 
All sea-nettles provoke a certain degree of prurency by tlie keen- a 
ness of which they stir up the still and almost extinct desire.“ 3 
Jobnson Hist. Nat. de Exang. Ag. p. 3b. 
4 PAGE 79. by 
(Minerva) approved the strains of the Muses, and their hones 
indignation.” Ovid. Metam. J. 5. V. 2» 4% 
PAGE 80. 
« Such is the power of insinuating flattery ; it steals away the under 
Standing of the best and the wisest. Hom. J * 
PAGE 83. 5 
« Tax Doss descried him: ſirst rushed forth Melampus, Panke 
gus, and Dorceus, and the swift-footed Lycisca, with her other, the 
quick-scented Ichnobates; and Asbolus, black and sbaggv, and the por. « ] 
erful Nebrophonos, Lelaps, and the fierce Theron, Labros, aud Agriodn 
: 8 ame. IN 
and the shrill-toned Hylactor, and others which 1 cannot name. 1 EEE 
whole pack, eager for their prey, follow in full cry, bers the path , * ( 
rough and difficult, and even where no path at all is to be mA 1 His 


E 7 


Alas! ke flies from bis own attendauts. Fain would he have cried out, 
| ax ACT&ON; behold in me your lord and master.---He wished to be 
away from them: but in vain, He is left in their power.” 


Ovid Metam. 1. 3 


PAGE 84. 
« Himself and his faithful attendant.” Or, “ The knight and his 
squire.“ | Homer. 
PAGE 86. 


« My resolution is to die in a tavern; may wine be placed before 


my lips as I am expiring 3 that the angelic choirs, when they Saen 
may say, Heaven be propitious to this jovial drinker !” 


Drinking Song, by Walter de 100th * Archdeacon of Oxford, in the 
11th century. 


« Many were inclined to consider him as a deep scholar, engaged as 
he was with old-wives' fables and trifles, and passing a learned old age 
among the Milesian Tales of his own Apuleius, and the child's-play of 
literature.” Julius Capitolinus in Vitd Clodii Albini ad Constantium 


Augustum. 
Subtle and sagacious in useful discoveries.“ Hor. A. P. 


PAGE 87. 


The towering head- dress of the Sorceress Sagana.“ 


Hor. I. 1. sat. 8. 


PAGE 88. 
Mercy rejoiceth against judgment.“ 
I would confidently put it in competition with any of the ancients.” 
Nuintil. 
PAGE 89. 


7 Phantoms of the dead, without strength or substance.“ 
Hom. Odys. 


W 
* 1 


—_ 


—_— 


* Quoted by Mr. Warton, in his second Dissertation, prefixed to 
his History of English Poetry. 
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“See what allegations I have made in favour of Priests aud p,... 
ters; and so may every grateful Clerk, with his sweet-heart. say 4 1 * 
noster for me and my sins!“ 

Drinking Song ( as above) by Walter de Mapes, in the nt! 


PAGE G Os 


gema. 


If any one presume to say, that a Bishop may have bis failing;, . 
him be accursed.” Decree of the council of ( — 
This book * is conglutinated, or made up, of as many boobs a4 401i 
serve one fat cook for fuel, to dress sheep, oxen, swine, pigs, ducks n. 
keys, and geese, without number; or as many as would be sufficient b, 


one High-Dryer to heat a hundred stoves.“ Epist. Obscyrorum Varg 


END OF THE FIRST DIALOGUE, 


THE SECOND DIALOGUE 
PAGE qt. 


— 


« Yet untouched and without a wound, 1 pass through the thiclen 
ef the ranks; and may Minerva lead me by the hand, 2nd defend ne 
from the missile weapons of the enemy.” Hom. 1 l. 4. v. 540. 


„Drawing forth the belt, and the paternal sword, buried deep vt 
the clifts and rocks sounding with storms, 1 again take mv stand of os 
servation. “ Lycopbron. Co and. 1321. 


— — er CO 


r 


Steevens, KC. &c. &c. 


See Plutarch in the Life of Theseus. If I recollect right, tet 10 


* ;. e. The Notes on the Edition of Shakspeare, by os 4 


t Tins dark allusion of . is to a legend concerning 1198 


ture, in Lord Exeter's collection at Burleigh, on this ubiegt 
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: PAGE 9 4+ 


« He shall regret it, and become the burden of some popular song.“ 
Hor. I. 2. S. 1. v. 45. 


PAGE 8. 


« Tearing in pieces their own Republic, we zee them, lions opposed 
Wo lions, relations to relations, madly and foolishly fighting with each 
ac, rox THE CHOICE OF TYRANTS.” Boileau sat. 8. v. 132. 

« The God of battle kindles the flames of war in the land, and sounds 
he 5anguinary blast from his trumpet. The kingdom all around pre- 
ats one scene of devastation, and the fields are bristled with spears, 
ing thick as the ears of corn. Lamentations wafted through the 
_ regions of the air, are heard from the pinnacles of the towers, with 
=. rending of veils, and the shrieks of women, waiting for misery upon 
1 sery, and calamity upon calamity.” L,ycophron Gassand. v. 249. 


PAGE. 100. 


© To gather together, in the recesses of the cavern, a thick night, 
id in the dunnest smoke of hell“, while the darkness is mixed with 
digg Virg. En. 8. v. 254. 


Where error drives them in endless deviations from the right 
th.“ Hor. 1. 2. Sat. Jo 


PAGE 103. ; 


Jo deliver dogmas or sentences in verse, and to rhyme chapter by 
er.“ Boileau, s. 8. v. 116. 


PAGE 105. 


He drinks from his glass goblet, Shaped like a Priapus.” 
Juv. s. 2. v. 95» 
PAGE 106. 


© Hitory is always pleasing, write it as you will.” Nin. Epist, 


"Ts. bw .- N — — — _— _ ca 
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Expressions from Shakspeare's Macbeth. 
3 K 
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“gut still it has a value.“ Hor. A. 


„Little Cupids with little wings“ 


PAGE 109. 


« All things which are habitual, such as motions to which we ar . 
customed, are favourable to sleep. For a sailor you will recommend 4. 
reclining on ship-board, a voyage at open sea, the sounding of the Shore, 
and the noise of the winds, and the roaring of the waves, &c. &c. ©. 

Aretæus, de Morbis Acutis, c. 1. p. 7. Edit. Boerbaane, 


« Names worthy to be inscribed in the choir of Apollo.“ 


„That music, which is felt internally; it is not the ear, but ts 600 
itself, which is affected.“ 


PAGE 111. 


« Happy and fortunate in his cares and engagements ! For him the 
garlands of Helicon, and the idle laurels which bloom on the brow d 
Parnassvs, Dave no charms / But the powers of his understanding rt . 
gorous, and his mind, from long experience, is bound up g bear the 
vicissitudes of the world.“ ; Stat. Syiv, 


« In early youth he devoted all the powers of his illustrious mind 
the higher philosophy; not, as the manner of some is, to steher 5!oth 
under the covert of a splendid name, but, by a steady and deliberate int 
ness against the accidents of lite, to prepare himself for the mini: 
tion of the state.“ N Tacit. Hist. l. 4. cj nn ©: 

« Superior to avarice, of a persevering rectitude of princ:-, and 
moved by fear.” f Tati. ih I * a 


Economy is a great possession.“ ar E 


13 
PAGE 112. 3 mi 


SSAry t 


„The frog of Mxzcenas (i. e. his seal bearing the e 12 thi 
animal) was an object of great terror, as the instrument of led com: 
money.“ Nin. Nat. His. \. 17- © 


© His sagacity was peculiarly his own; gifted by nature with 1 . 
tive skill, he had moreover such promptitude of counscl, 8% * portane 


\ 
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E 1 


decided superiority in advancing all that was necessary upon any subject, 
and on the spur of the occasion. T bucyd. I. 1. 8. 138. 


PAGE 114. * 


« An unfinished thunder-bolt.“ | 


« Mr. Bunk E bimself has thus translated this passage in part 5, chap. 5, 

of his treatise on the Sublime and Beautiful, as an example that words I 
may affect without raising distinct images. Three rays of twisted | 

W © howers, three of watery clouds, three of fire, and three of tbe winged | 
W« South wind; then, they mixed in the work, terrific lightings, and sound, | 

and ſcar, and anger, with pursuing flames.” Virg. Eu. 8. 429. | | 
q 


PAGE 115- 


« Since the teeming womb of Julia has produced so many crude 
irths, or rather abortions, which confess their incestuous sires.“ 

Juv. Sat. 2. v. 32. . 

Wie the earth is burst asunder from its foundations, and the very 1 

4 obs of Tartarus discloged and laid bare to view.” 7 

3 Long. de Sub, sec. 9. ul! 


PAGE 116. i! 
1 1 
&h © When shall they look upon his like again?“ Hor. ll 
= PAGE 117. ; | 
SUE | 
| 


* He has delivered down to all posterity, who may enquire after them, 10 
= monuments and records of these transactions. Young men of cha- 1 
rand ability will be desirous of bis company and conversation, and ot 
beam from him, as from an oracular decision, the path which it is it 
err interest, or duty, to follow. He will instruct them, and will form 
*ir minds. Like an experienced pilot, he will shew them what is ne- 
ar) to direct and preserve the vessel, when the gale is prosperous, or | 
hen the storm is raging. He will be led to this by a sense of duty and , | 
common good, and even by the pleasure he finds in the office itself.” 
Duintil, I. 12. c. xi. 8. 1. 


c 


- 
* 
. 
4 
3 


* Are you about to undertake the management of a cause of great 
First consult your own self: say fairly and hanestly, whe 


PPOTance / 


| 
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and what you are; an orator of power and strength, or Curtius, or Maths, 
Understand well the measure of your eloquence and ability.” 


Juv. Fat. II. V. JV. 
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{| 1 PAGE 118. 


„I was apprehensive that you, Aurora, might seize upon him, for 
your own Cephalus.” | Ovid. Epist. Sapph, Phaons, 


PAGE 119. 


N. B. Shakspeare, in his Macbeth alludes to this piece of ancizn! 


| 

| 

N 

ö 

| 

| 

| 

[ Drops of infection distilling from the moon.” Lucan, l. b. 
witchcraft, 


| 
1 1 


[ « On the corner of the moon 
WI | | Hangs a vaporous drop profound; 
L' catch it, ere it fall to ground.“ 


| 
ll PAGE 121. 


| 5 „He was the Scribe, or Seeretary of Nature, dipping his pen into 
| mind.“ Suidas. 
* PAGE 123. 

« Will not violets spring from the spot where his manes c pose, fron 
his tomb and favoured ashes ?” Fers. Sai. 1. v. 38. 
PAGE 124. 


„The shoots of a wild fig-tree are sufficient to burst ther azuncer,” 
Juv. F. lO. v. 144 


— 


N. B. Juvenal alludes to the wild fig-tree stretching its roots der 
under ground, and then shooting out with strength sufficienn 1» breas d 


stanes of sepulchres. 
PAGE 125. 
« To bring forth the matured birth in due form.” Hor, 
PAGE 126. 
„“ Congider, I beseech you, all that I have undergone; have comm 
ston on a mind which has suffered most unworthily.” Virg. Eu. 2. 


. 
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PAGE 127. 
« We will preverve his name for an example to late posterity.“ 
Milton ad Patrem. 


PAGE 128. 


« A Physiciag of consummate skill; generous, liberal, not to be cor- 
cupted; a friend to the poor and needy; a gentleman in principle; a regu- 
[tor and conductor of youth; a man of sanctity, justice, and piety z Whose 
atainments have reached the utmost heights of crudition.“ 


PAGE 129, 


« Plead then quite naked; madness is less to be censured.“ 
Juv. Sat. 2. 


N. B. Juvenal alludes to the indecent summer dresses of the Roman 
adxocates in the courts of law. 

PAGE 130. 

« 1 speak of the love-· lorn Sacripante.“ Ariosto. O. F. c. 1. 
PAGE 131. 

(This note is addressed) © To the intelligent.“ 


* 1, poor Medoro, in gratitude for the favourable reception I found 
in this place,” &c. &c* \ Ariosto. O. F. c. 23. 8. 108. 


It was written in the Arabic language, which the noble Earl under- 
ad as well as he did Latin.“ Ar iosto, O. F. ib. 
* 1 cannot allot any more of my verses to Ferraù, or Sacripante (or 


even to Carlisle 3) the Prince of Anglante calls my attention from them; 
Ke,” 1b, Cant. 12. 8. 96. 


PAGE 132. 


“ The Gods in compassion to the race of men + born to toil and trou- 
* 7 I 

1 Rave the Muses, and Apollo, and Bacchus as companions of their 
extivals,) Plato de Legibus, lib. 2. 


— 


— 


* . * 1 ö 

Part of the inscription on the entrance of the cave or grotto, where 
agelica and Medoro were accustomed to meet. 
Some manuseripts read here, « politicians,” 
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EN, -A- 4 Soy yo. 

N. B. These are Greek musical terms, and technical waz, which 

it would be needless to explain, and indeed would answer no purpos. 1h, 
Burney's History of Music will, I believe, give their explanation u 


PAGE 136. 


O ye Gods of my country, tutelary Deities of Troy, ye cannot d, 
have resolved to extirpate the sons of Teucer, since ye have inzire{ t, 


breasts of our youth with such loyalty of zeal, and with such determi, 
bravery.” Vir. En. q. v. 247 


Age, 


a END OF THE SECOND DIALOGUE. 
— 

THE THIRD DIALOGUE. 
PAGE 139. 

“The arrows rattled in his quiver, as he moved along in all f 
fierceness of his wrath. His march was like the Night, He too: iv WS «© 
Station at a distance from the ships, and sent forth a shaft; andren 
Sounding of the silver bow was terrible. His first attack was t ear. 


animals, the mules and dogs; but after that, he smote Tis n 
ITSELF with many a deadly arrow, and the funeral piles of ties 
blazed frequent through the camp.” Hom. Il. I. a 


ent, \ 
PAGE 141. 


« I present these considerations as the result of accurate 41d gens 
investigation; they are offered in behalf of you ALI; in the cautd 


« T1 
Nad at 


Truth, your Constitution, and your Laws; for your common Salate 
your Religion, your Honour, and your Liberty.” 
Demosthenes, Ilie rip 


PAGE 142. 


= 6 + *. & 12 
Look upon the great Vision “ of that guarded mut, bee 
2 power holds his watchful residence on the summit of the cliff, a p® 
p : ITT _— Whi 
- able to overthrow you from your foundations! 2 


' b 7 Lo! | 
Callimacbus, Hymn. ad Detum. v 12) 3 


«]; 


pitabl 


An expression adapted from the Lycidas of Mikton. 


0 1 


N. B. The poet is speaking of Mars personified on the highest moun- 
in of Delos. 
« Ramparts, and walls of stone may be shaken and fall at che blast of 
rymonian Boreas; but THE Gop 1s immoveable! Such is the power 
: bo zurrounds and protects thee, O my beloved Delos.“ 


Callim. Ib. v. 25. 
PAGE 143- 


A Region, long the subject of speculation and wonder to all the 
rrounding nations; a kingdom which abounds in every production which 
able, and which is defended by the internal, consolidated strength 
ber own natives; yet she appears to have possessed no greater object of 
and veneration, or more illustrious than THIS MAN.” 
Lucret. I. t. v. 728. 

The Alpine mountain, whence Pelorus is torn.” 

Dante Purgat. c. 14. 


« These subjects he zaw by the power of his mind; he comprehend. 
them by his understanding; and by his eloquence he cast a brightness 


n them.” Paterculus concerning Cicero. 


PAGE 145 


lt was a storm of accursed quality; of rain, cold, heavy, and fre- 
ent, with hail-stones and sleet, and thick discoloured snow, pouring 
yu in torrents through the darkened regions of the air.“ 


Dante Inf. c. 6. 


Thou sleepest the sleep of death! But we are not unmindful of 


0 Achilles; in life and in death thou art equally the object of our 
ad and veneration.“ Hom. 11. 


PAGE 146. 


record the praises of Corinth, a State mild to-its own citizens, 
pitable to strangers, ſamed for opulence, the sacred residence af Nep- 
bose youth are renowned for courage and ability. There dwells 

is, the goddess of welk-ordered governments, and her sisters. 
lice, the unshaken basis of every state, and Peace, of like manners; 


„ 


the dispenters and arbiters of wealth, the golden daughters of Then 
whose counsel never deceives. It is their wish and purpose 40 (44, 
away injury, the bold-tongued parent of satiety and insol-nce, 
Here too the Muse breathes out her sweetest, softest inspiration; 
and Mars himself flourishes anew in the prowess of her youthfel here." 
NDind. Olymp. O. z. 


„ Shall I not rouse myself at such a call, and attack them? Sal! 
not hold up the torch of Satire to works like these? J. Hat. 1, 51. 


PAGE 147. 


to. 


“Not to be interested, or take any part in the welfare of a Sti. 
which never allowed them to share any advantage.“ 
Dion. Halicarn. |. ; 


PAGE 148. 


ne 


„The Romans were nothing humbled, as might have becn experts, 
engaged as they were in an arduous war, and deserted by all their Alte: 
But on the contrary with a firm reliance on their interna powers alone, 
they rushed forward to the contest with till greater alacrity, and witha 
courage, inspired by danger and necessity. They were bold and conv 
dent of their ability (under the guidance of good counsel) to u ob 
the war with effect by their own native courage and virtues, without i 
to participate their glory and success.. | 

| Dion. Halicarn. Rom. Hist. l. 5. 5. 6: 


6 To pierce with the sword the inmost concealments of the Greeks! 


N. 
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: | | 4 Gree 

PAGE 149 13 

& Suffer not your spirit to be subdued by misfortunes; but on t the 

contrary, steer right on ward, with a courage g eater than your fate t me, tl 

to allow.“ | 6 Virge Ants b. tor of 

f | H soli 

PAGE 151. hve 

s The fame of some vain pretenders to poetry, has bcc! noised avail Feltier 
Greece, to the disggrace of a learned and distinguished art. 97.) 


Atbenæi Deipnosopbist. l. 14. p- 617+ Ed. Cui 
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PAGE 153. 


Communication to the author of the P. of L. by Monsieur Peltier, 
| Wor of © The Picture of Paris, &c. &c.” 


« PLACE OF TRANSLATION. 


Joux NorBuRY, Doctor in Divinity, Canon and Fellow of Eton 
Colleges Aged S1XTY-EIGHT years« 


« Srepurn WESTON, Bachelor in Divinity; an Abbé, a Traveller, 
and 2 maker of verses; formerly Rector of a parigh., Aged Frrrr 
years. 

« CuaRLES CooTE,* Doctor in Divinity, a Dean in Ireland. Aged 
tre. ru years, according to the Register. 


„ EDwAn DU TEW, Bachelor in Divinity, Canon and Fellow of Eton 

f College. Aged FiFTY-SEVEN years. 

« GUILLOTINED after the Greek fashion, 25th of 
« Floreal ; 5th day of the Decade, 1796." 

Extract from the Register of TuE LITERARY GUILLOTINE. 


= 


N. B. They ascended the scaffold with great resolut ion; at a quarter 
it ten in the morning their beads fell, 


P. S. “J have received a letter from Monsieur Peitier, for whom 
Wentcrtain the bighest consideration. who has informed me, that there is 
ae mistake concerning Dr. Coorx, the celebrated translator. He 
wat Dr. Coote was not an Irisb Dean (and consequently a great 
beologian) but a Doctor in the Civil Law in England, deeply versed in 
Greek Grammar. Mr. Peltier, with a zeal for truth of the most edi- 
ug nature, and with great devotion of mind, has requested me to cor- 
t the Register, and the Poetry in this particular; and has also signified 
me, that the Rev. Mn. Nan ES, à very amiable author in his way, and 
tor of the periodical work called The British Critic, was very eager 
b olicitous on the same account. Unfortunately, it is wholly out of 


D.1.- 
fltier, hen once a doctor's head is off, what can be done?“ (Nov. 
97. 


3 L 


bower; and J returned an answer with great frankness; “ My dear 
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« Extract from the Report made to The Councii. of Ay 
by the Executive Minister of Literary Justice.“ 


UIENTS, 


© Begin, ye Sicilian Muses, begin the strain of woe.” 
Moschil Epitaph, in Bir, 


PAGE I 34, 


« I find in Elmsley, the bookseller, an adviser of much widen 
knowledge, and discretion.“ Mr. Gibbon to Mr. Dey ver dun. 
Letters Miscel. Works. vol. 2. 4to. . 0h 


PAGE 156. 


An oath is not sublime of itself; but the place, the mamer, th 
occasion; and the circumstance of introducing it, make it g. 
Longin. de Siubl, 5ect. tb. 


PAGE. 158. 
© Into all the meandrings of verbal obliquity.“ 
Lycoph. Casrand, v. 14, 


& If a courtezan wears ornaments of gold, let them be cohscated, e 
f 
let her person be public.“ * > 


“ From his writings I discovered him to be a man of a glowins genes | Jiterat 
extensive reading, and comprehensive memory; but in general ror caps „ 
ous, than choice; and his style and phraseology rather confused, th to ove; 
clear and chastised.“ Eras ni Fp. 124 


PAGE 159. 

&« The Cyprian verses are not marked with the accent c 
penultima. Photii Biblioth. p. 95 4. edit. 1055 
PAGE 160. 


« Let them rather present us with the feature: of hus 111224! ta 
1 . „ Aris 
of his body.” Tactt. Vit. Arti 


— 
— 23 _ 
— _— 


a 9 3 all nt 4 
* The construction depends upon the mode of plein the dcs 
word NαννA 


* 


| E 0 1 


« If your Cook's name is Mystyllus, why may I not call him alse 
Parat alla.“ Mart. Ep. 1. 1 


h PAGE 162. 


« Not of absolute right, but only f usufructuary.“ 


« That they may revisit the superior regions, and again manifest an 
inclination to return to their corporeal, visible forms. Pirg. An. 6. 


PAGE 163. 
« Take this reward as a prize, thou venerable od man, and preserve 
it for a memorial of thy skill.“ Hom. II. 22. 
« Once under more favourable expectations.” 
PAGE 164. 
I present the illustrious youth with this distinguished mark of my 
regard, and of his merit.” Virg. En. 5. 


When I became a man, I put away childish things.“ 
PAGE 165. 


In this manner we may attempt to fill up the measure of Grecian 
literature.“ Hor. 


„What? when the hair is absolutely grey with years--do you ask me 
to overlook such folly ?- No; no; no.“ Hers. Sat. 


PAGE 169. 


thx 


The spirit feeds it within; and the soul, by infusion into every 
member, agitates the mass, and blends itself intimately wWIIn THE 
WHOLE BODY,” Virg. An. 6. 


11 


— — 


* The words Mystyllus and T'arat'alla, are a play upon two Greek 
Fords, which cannot be explained in English. 

t Term in the Roman law. | 

This was an Eton allusion to Dr. Norbury's series of old clothes, 
P ppearing, after having been locked up for many months. It is hardly 
Possible to translate the spirit of it in English. 


1 


— 
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„ Anchiges Saithed his speech, and led bis son Aneas 1nd the Sil 
into. the midst of the Convention, and the buzzing crowd, F1- then chan 
a rising ground, that he might observe the whole company as they , 
zuccessively in review before him, and mark with discrimination the 


countenances, as they passed by.“ Virg. Eu. 6, 


PAGE 170. 
« They do what they will with our whole body.” 7%. Set. 


PAGE 171. 


« They swear by the Jight of the sun, and by the thunder-hol; 4 


their TARPEIAN Jovr; by every instrument of warfare in the cette 


£ 57 Yn 0 
regions. 9 1. Sat. ] 5 


& I received them outcasts from their own coasts, in exile, ad 


ain 1 


poverty; and in an hour of madness, folly, or inconsideratencss, 1 «ny! 


6 /IF 


incorporated them in the kingdom.” Virg. En. 4. 
PAGE 175. 
Through this threshold the Conqueror Alcides himself p1:524, 
Vi Te An. 8. 
PAGE 176. 
« The haven, as it were, and the sabbath of all the contemplations cd 
man. Bacon de Aug m. Scient. ab. init. l. ;. 
PAGE 177. 
« Render yourself worthy of the Deity.” Virg. An. 8. 
PAGE 180. 
He prunes his own vineyards.” Hor. Ep. ad. Aug. 


PAGE 184. 


KAT 3 

& The whole body and frame of Nature is thus thrown nt cons 

and disturbance, and the position of every principle is made to Haugte 0 
place,” | Lucret. . x. v. 670. 


PAGE 186. 


Being in an agony he prayed more earnestly.“ 


jl 


—— 
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« With the unceasing perpetual notes and commentaries of Doctor 
*illotine." 

« In my opinion, the whole of their systems present to us nothing but 
= gross darkness of ignorance, and the blackness of deceit, with errors 
e ind infinite; mere fancies, and crude conceptions, and ignorance 
which sets all comprehension at defiance, I have therefore submitted to 
uc them, from a desire to point out the contradictions which prevail 
dei writings, and to shew that they lead into discussions incapable 
Wir of limit or of definition; and further to convince you, that the end 
WE. -:5ult of them all is unsatisfactory, and productive of no advantage 
| Whatsocver; without any support from matter of fact, or from the evidence 
ca.” Hermit Auaoupmes ( Sive 1rrisio) rs tw ODiarroÞar mm Sub 
I fin. Ed. Paris: Justin. Martyris Op. 1636. 

PAGE 187. 
A man of supreme eminence.” 
„The honeyed globules of language.“ 

Petron. Arbit. Satyricon. c. 1. 

« Tt is far easier to comprehend the doctrine of the rising and settin 
P 8 8 
WP :'- :tars, than to understand these strange contortions and eccentrici- 
ot peech.“ Cic: de Fato, Sec. 8. 
PAGE 188. 


* Holding lights in their hands, and trilling out melodies and verses 
tween ancient and modern.”* Aristopb. Vespe, v. 219. 
* The matter is all safe; he actually is settiug up for a philosopher; 
a wat was his name? + a strange one.” 
Plaut. Captiv, A. 2. S. 2. 
5 It was suitable to the majesty of Neptune, that the offspring of his 
sip should acquire a more ample form, the time of his gestation being 
tracted,” Aul. Gell. lib. Zo» Co 16. 


* It is impossible to render the original Greek word in English, which 


WF Punded ludicrously. An explanation could serve no purpose what- 
Ver, | 


has naine in the original Latin cannot be translated with any effect, 
me reason given in the last remark on Aristopbanes. 


— wc an = 


- » 9 — ” 
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« For the embraces of the immortals are not ineffectual.” 


PAGE 189. 

In rich and good soils they thin and lop the corn while it i; growing, 

to prevent its being rank and luxuriant.” | 
T deopbrast. Hist. Plat. I. 8. c, . 


PAGE. 190. 
He became celebrated for an affected style, and ambitious ge. 
without any advantage whatsoever to the state.“ 
Tait Ann. I. 4. 20 


1 90 I 


tom, 


PAGE 194. 


Let merit ever here obtain its reward.“ Virg. An. 1. 


PAGE 196. 
„ The whole Pierian choir and the Roman Phœbus himsel! uuswer 
for him.“ Sulpicia Sat. v. uli. 
PAGE 198. | 
“To him every Muse is propitious, and Apollo claims him for his 
own.“ Vida. F. = A. I, Je V. 327. 
PAGE 199. 


„Those regions where Aurora has fixed her palace, aid holds her 
festal solemnities, and whence the sun himself “ begins his tate.“ 
— Hom. Odys. I. 12. v. 3. 
END OF THE THIRD DIALOGUE. 


* 


THE FOURTH DIALOGUE. 
| © PAGE 207. 


„Neptune, who shakes the earth; was not idle observation, A 
he was seated on the loftiest summit of the wood-crowncs 54105, lost U 


— 


hs 


— 


An expression from the Allegro of Min. 
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onder at the contest and the war. From that eminence appeared all Ida, 
with the city of Priam, and the sbips of the Grecians. He then descended 
from the craggy mountain. Three steps he advanced in his march, and 
at the fourth he reached his destination at Ag#; where his imperia 
dalace, emblazed with gold and gems, was erected in the depths of the 
ibn unperishable, enduring forever.“ Hom. II. v. 10 


PAGE 203. 


« His shade, which had left us for a season, is now on his return.”* 


Dante. Inf. c. 4. 


O ye chiefs of the land, does this require a censor to punish it, or 
an augur to explain the prodigy? Do ye call for the arm of the law, or 
the lustration of religion?! 


PAGE 207. 


lo this our country we have our religious rites, and the sepulchres of 
our forefathers, Here we enjoy the freedom of intercourse, society, and 
conversation; the blessings of lawful marriage, relations, and children, 
and the charities of life. All these we enjoy in common with you; and 
from these obligations we hold ourselves worthy of your trust and confi- 
dence,”  _ AEschines de Falsa Legatione, sect. 11. 


PAGE 208. 


But ye, who boast yourself of Trojan ancestry, find excuses for 
one another; and such actions, as would disgrace the meanest mechanic, 


ae esteemed honourable in men, of rank and dignity.” 
* Juv. Sat. 8, v. 181. 


PAGE 210. 


He seems to be confined and Shut up as in a kind of workhouse.” 
PAGE 211. 


Men indeed of eminence and of high attainments.” 


em 


* 


„ * — 


* Dante is speaking of the shade of Virgil in the Inferno. 
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bim with their friendship. Such times are now passed forever 1 


1 1 


In my opinion a competent judge, and for this reason 


' Ne Wig 
accustomed to hear him speak often, and he did not publish hs Sentiment; x 
on his works till the orator himself was no more. From thi; circum. 
Stance there is no reason to think that he has gone beyond the tru) from 
* * . . * | 70 
the partiality of friendship.“ Cicero. de Clar. Orati ect. . . 
/ 
PAGE 212. 
( 
For this is the tribute which we pay to the departed, {#1 
prete 
PAGE 213. zome 
f ; y f 
« Thus with slow and wandering steps we passed through th: d oe 
ble obscure, through the solid temperament of darkucse, mixed w; "4 
drizzling rain. Our talk was of the life to come.” — 
2 ver 
Dante In}. Cant. b. F 
„ The mind busied and beset with (political) considerations, {ads ly 
few intervals for the polite literature.” Dial. de Oratorib, sec. 20. 
PAGE 214. : 
| ulty. 
« Bodies are slow of growth, but their dissolution is rapid,” . 
| Tacit. Vit. Agric. Sub init, * 
_ Ten 
% My presence gave ckeerfulness to the minister.“ (Colbert)*, Wl! 
Botleau Ep. 10. tunds 
PAGE 215. nd by 
. - » . ” aw 
„ The aged tree casts a shadow with its trunk, not with its folge. r 
uc an. I. 1: 
| . tern: 
To manage metaphors, with discretion, is the mark of 2 just and thy 
comprehensive mind.” AriStots Aus 8 


The metaphors which are drawn from analogy, generally meet unn 
the greatest approbation.“ Aristot. Rbetor. |. 3. c. 10. Sect» 3 


— 


— — 


| 7 = 
* Boileau is speaking of the great Colbert and those who honours | trome 


France, and perhaps in England. 
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PAGE 216. 


« They endeavour to impute to them the charge of being enemies 
to the people. Some were destroyed from private malice, and others 
because they were the creditors of their murderers,” 


Thucyd. l, Zo 8. 81. 


« The chiefs of the factions had each of them a spe cious name and 
pretext» Some beld forth a political equality among the citizens, and 
zome a plan of a more temperate arigtocracy. Their speeches had a 
reference to the common prize of contest, power and sovereignty; and 
every art was used by the antagonists to defeat each other. Having ob- 
tained their ends, either by unjust sentences, or by acts of violence, they 
were prepared to fill up the measure of their crimes and iniquity.” 
Thucyd. I. 3+ sect. 82. 


PAGE 217. 


© The rage after desires hard to be attained, is increased by the diffi- 
ulty.“ Pind. Nem. Od. 11. 


* The shades of the happy spirits in Elysium had a gloom on their 

ppcarance, I saw the Decii, the parent and the son, souls which might 
FM expiate the guilt of war ; and Camillus himself in tears. Cataline 
Weds in frantic exultation with his chains burst and broken asunder, 
Wd by tim the Marii, terrible of aspect, and the bare, naked Cethegi. 


poposals of laws and decrees; and the Gracchi, gigantic in their 
WW icrpries. Bound in the dungeons of Pluto, they rattled their adaman- 
=” iron chains in sign of applause; and the guilty inhabitants of Tar- 
seemed to claim for themselves the mansions of the just and good.“ 
Lucan. Pharsal. I. 6. v. 784. 


PAGE 219. 


* To create all things anew in that state ; to make new offices of go- 
rnment 
© poor rich; to dismantle ancient cities; to transport the inhabitants of 
e place to another; and briefly, to leave no one thing or condition of 
f untouched, and not to suffer the existence of any one species of rank, 
3 M 
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3 
- 


aw the Drusi, names of popular celebrity, Tribunes extravagant in 


with new names, with new authority, with new men; to make 
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or order, or stato, or possession, without an acknowledgment © rover 
having granted it, and that the occupier holds it or vou.“ 
l Machiavel Discors:. J. . 6. 


PAGE 220. | 
obs 
« Except in the case of a Gallic war.” Lex de Pacat ione. 
. The law concerning exemptions from military service. F 
of ! 
« Moreover the country itself, from its vicinity and the ancient c. 
nown and valour of the Gauls, was an object of considerable terror ty the 
Romans who were about to undertake a war so near home, 2nd upon their 
own borders. In particular, as the Gauls bad once taken their city, 0. 
this account they made a special law, that the priests should enjoy an ex; : 
emption from all military service, except in the case of a Gallic war, k 
3 $$ 
The very preparation itself proved the nature of their apprehension. For 
it is not recorded, that the Romans ever had so many myrics in arms 2! 
one time, either before or since that period.“ « 
Plutarch, Vit. Marcelli, p. 244, vol. 2. Ed. Gran, milita 
404 | 
| merat 
« He poured no libation from this cup, to ary of the gods, save ts lice 
* 
Jove alone.“ Hom. II. b. c. 227. 
« There is not a man, worthy of being a Roman citizen, who would 
think of availing himself of any indulgence, or exemption from $rvict, | 
ON” « 
in the time of a Gallic war, according to the laws and customs of our | 1 
ancestors. : | or the 
1 f at! f Ci „as to inculcate thi 
N. B. The object of that oration of Cicero was 
. 2 — ** d 1 
doctrine: „ Gallis dem non habendam, hominibus levibus, yp rh!s, © 97 
R . 52 0 3 1 2 | 
« in ipsos Deos immortales impiis: 1. e. That no trust or con: dene 
; . ; Yar dio 
« whatsoever should be placed in the Gauls, a nation tickle, perioomy 
„without faith, and impious against the Gods themselves. 
Cicero pro Fonteio, Sect. 10. sub fin. « H 
, . "WK. ils 1 A to. 
« A voice from the interior surine, worthy of the tenp:c- Pollo, | 
| | ; : J without a 1 
„The thunder-bolt rages against its own temples, and w. * He 
1 Waden spreads devastaua of th 
matter to obstrudt it, both in its fall and in its return, 35. 
Lucan. J. I. org,” 


far and wide, and collects again its scattered fires.” 


1 87 J 


PAGE 225. 


« In words like these the Sibyll utters her tremendous oracles of dubi- 


ous import, and sounds them forth ſrom the cavern, blending truth with 
obscurity.“ Virg. An. 6. 
« The avenger of Evrope dedicates these lofty trophies to the Genius 


of Britain!” Inscription at Blenheim Palace. 
PAGE 226. 
« He looked to that which is eternal and incorruptible.“ Nato. 
PAGE 227. 


« All the company of the stars hide themselves, and the constellations 


pass away without a name.“ Mani. Astron. I. 1. 477. 


PAGE. 228. 


« He was an experienced warrior, and his nature inclined him to 
military pursuĩts. But as to the other habits of his life, he was temperate 
az) collected, of a philanthropic disposition, and so attached to Greek 
literature and Greek writing, as to make the professors of them the 
objects of his praise, and even of his veneration.“ 

Flutarch, Vit. Marcelli. p. 242, vol. 2. Edit. Bryan. 


© 


PAGE 230. 

ot « They yield to the first notes of the enchanter, and tremble to wait 
for the second invocation.” Lucan. I. 6. v. 527. 

* PAGE 231. 


* That funereal dirge, that strain which appeases the minor Shades.“ 
Stat. Theo, I. 6. v. 123. 


PAGE 2330 


Apollo, poured forth his oracular strains.“ Lycophron, Cassand. v. 3. 
PAGE 233. 


* He sustained the attacks of the Cimbri, and met the last extremi- 
ot the state, and by his single prowess supported the city in all its 
Trors.” | Juv. Sat. 8. v. 249. 


— —— 
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* He could not rest; but nourished, as he was, with the laurel of 
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carthe, or Melicerta, among the Tyrians, is anoTHik , WW 
they considered Romulus AS THE SUN.” Gebelin, Ib. p. 269: 


[ ad 1 


PAGE 236. 

Such a man, taking all these things into his consideration, liting 4 
in quietness and tranquuytys (ka one who takes shelter when the n tants 
is raging) oecugies wholly in his ek CERT; and sceing the world you e 
around him filled with all manner of iniquity, is contented to yas i}, the pi 
time of his sojourning here in peace; pure himself from all unmgbtege— 
ness and the works of unholiness, and with calm confidence expect: his 
dismission and departure in all the fullness of hope.“ 

Plato de Republica, I. 6. p. 496, Op. vol. 2. Edit. Scrr u, 60 
PAGE 239. 
6c 

“These were only the sportive fancies of a poetical pen, not the f ma 

serious opinions of a catholic mind.” ade + 
| | Viy d 

PAGE 240. y F 
| im; 7 

« The Romans had also their allegories upon the double sum in its we- 
cess10n at different times of the year. They applied then to their Hen 
and Romulus. The names are allegorical, and all of them reite tu the « ] 
year. Mr. Gebelin's Primitive World analyzed and compared 11h the ecessit 

| modern. Vol. 4+ p. 29% 40 / 

They changed the festival of the Lemures into Remures,” 

| | | be p. 20% 

© We have Seen in the preceding chapter that Romulus was THY «A 
SUN; that every argument proved it!“ I ithout 

te The name of his mother, that of his father, his brother, the den z All 
of his brother (Remus, ) his own name,” &c. 9, E. D. 13 * witt 

f ber ane 

„ What the Greeks meant to express by the Apothen, of Hercult {A 
the Romans expressed by the Apotheosis of their Romulus. . 

| 6 Th, 


„Quirinus (a name of Romulus,) being the literal translation of Jith 


PAGE 24 1+ 
The wild speculations of learned men.“ 


459 J 


PAGE 242. 


If you regard the captive nations, behold the Molossi, the inhabi- 
:ants of Thessaly, and Macedonia, the Bruttians and those of Apulia; if 
you consider the splendid ornaments of other countries, look at the gold, 


the purple, the Statues, the pictures, and all the laxaries of Tarentum.“ 
Flori Hist. I. 1. c. 18. 


AG E 24 Jo 


« He attempts to express the language which nature has denied him.“ 
Prolog. ad Pers. Sat. 


« What ? attack poor Chapelain? ah, no; he is such a very good sort 
be man. To be ture, if he had taken my advice, he never would have 
ade verses. He absolutely exhausts and kills bimself with rhyming. 
Viy docs he not write prose ?--- This is what the world in general says of 
Wi; and do 1 say any thing else? Boileau Sat. . 


PAGE 244. 


« It 1 indulge myself in a smile at such trifling follies, must I of 
ecessity be an envious and malicious tempered man? Surely not.“ Hor. 


An oftering worthy of Apollo.“ Hor. Ep. ad August. 
PAGE 245. 


A mere critic, Whose whole business is to torture, hack, and abuse 
bout mercy, every book of every description; to stab, or reduce with his 
all commas, syllables, points, words, and sentences; will not such a 
in withold his unrelenting talons, from attempting to destroy the good 
ler and government of such a kingdom as this?“ 

Orat. F. Burmanni Lugd. Bat. 1720. 

* The principal feather of the vainglorious bird is plucked and fallen.” 
Aristoph. Acharn. $ub fin. 
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Horace is speaking of the Palatine library, erected at Rome by 
gustus. 


„ „„ 1 Nu. I * 
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PAGE 249. 


Tube very form, substance and image of poetry in alle 4,14, 


Procli Comment. in Hour Flatonis, p. 403. Fd 
Conor 
Basil. 1534. 
“When feeling the power of enthusiasm, and fully ubdued bee 
influence of the Muses, he calls forth into action all the primal, orig 4 


and divine energies of poetry.“ Procl, ut wh, 


« The enthusiasm of poets, when it is rgused and $*t in motion 
communicates the impulse to others; when it receives its fulnes; fe 


1199 


G6 / 


above, and diffuses to all around the hight imparted from heavy,” Lo 


Procli Comment. ut sup in Tpus Toi; T1; Nemrinns, b. 401, 


PAGE 25 Gs 


“J call upon the Muses to send forth their united voices, {il al 
Sy mphonious, in all the varied power of harmony; such 45 try x 
recorded to have celebrated in choral bands at the tomb of Achillss, is X 

Homeric strains and immortal inspiration. Let us therefore, the a to 
Pierian choir, join and breathe in one all the fulness of the eng: nll, ith 

Apollo with the clustering locks, seated'in the midst of you, will rg} 
preside.“ Porphyr. in Vita Notini; Oper. Plot in: Ed. Hain In 
| Basil. M DERAY. nt of 
The disposition of your son has a strong impulse to learning and i Li 
sciences.“ 5 Marcellini Fit. T bucyd. P» 8, Edit. Hudsoni Oven. tech wv 

A you are desirous to read and study works like theze, you mutt 
free from the cares and anxieties of business, that your mind may 6 TH 
full liberty to comprehend the force of poetry. As to ny elf, though! . 


was produced on the very mountain of the Muses, Were the convecrit 
Mnemosyne, with her nine offspring, bore to Jove the whole choir of tif 
arts: though I was born in their very school; though | have obliterite 
from my soul the very traces of the love of money and poss5519"5; thoup 
I have adopted and excrciged the profession, against ever. the apperrs 
of success; yet it is with reluctance that I am received and enrolled int 
assembly. I may be told, I have undertaken a work of we'git and of 


* He 
W tek 


bache 


11 


ty: but, allied as I am to all the literature of Greece, why, from indo- 
* and sloth, should 1 abandon the honour of my native country?” 


Hl edrus. I. 3. Prolog. 
PAGE 251. 
] wander not through the Aonian grove with the steps of a stranger; 


wr are my brows now, for the first time, encircled with the fillets of the 
luscs. Stat. Achill. . 1. V. 10. 


PAGE 252+ 


« Alas! J have never-visited that abode of enchantment, those scenes 
beauty and delight, where Virgil hath so often sung. But I swear by 
c poet and his sublime strains, I will visit them; I will pass the summits 
the Apennines; 1 will repair thither, full of his great name, full of his 


= 
= 
© 4 


nzecrated verses, and repeat them among the very scenes themselves 


dich inspired the bard.” De Lisle. Les Jardins. L. 1. 
PAGE 255. 


ely in his favours” | Hor. Od. 
PAGE 256. 


In this manner did Eneas place the gems of honour in the very 
nt of the scabbard.“ Juv. Sat. 


* Like Stentor, with a heart of courage, and a voice of brass, whose 
ech was equal to that of fifty men united.“ Honi. 


PAGE 257. 


dus, and the dances where the Graces preside; it is our province to 


drd the austere doctrines and decrees of truth. The chords of our lyre 
hd in deeper and more sole mu tones. | 


PAGE 258. 
* How is the branch of Apollo's own laurel shaken! how 1s the 
[ de temple convulsed! Hence, avaunt, ye profane. Apollo himself 
ches; and the sound of his steps in the threshold is propitious!“ 
Call. Hym. ad Apol. 


YL 
] 
1 
q 
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And, if any opinion of mine is worthy of attention, I will give it 


* Let-others celebrate in song the charms of many a neighbouring 
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« A house-wife doctor, or schoolmaster.” Juv. Sat. », 
S PAGE 259. 


O ye gifts of the gods not yet fully understood! Aud x, Palen 
. . 0 0 1 
lity, thou guardian and friend of virtue and modesty ; thou curb f l 


ry, and tutelar genius of life itself!“ Prudentius, 


— 


PAGE 260. 


10 


k y . Decal: 
66 Being, as 1 thought, in POSSESSION of the vantage ground, with the 


wn,” 


pell tr 
opportunity of cutting up by the roots, or of curbing the j1-4d5ropp in 


petuosity of youth, I was earnest in my endeavour, and exerted en on 
faculty of my courage and understanding, not from dislike or hatred, t pevted 
any one, but from an honest hope of correcting the errors, and hg bould 
disorders of the state. The Republic is sorely smitten and aficted' $ lis 
Cic. Epist. ad Attic, l. 1. Ft; 18, ſhleric 
Hail to thee, Eton, Thou great nursing mother of leariing and * 
men!“ d em 
PAGE 261. 
« Learning is struck dumb with apprehension.” | 
An academy of Arcadians and Italian Bufos or comedians,” * 
. * 1 * = : ; 10 0 
& 1 have leisure, without prejudice or partiality, to drop a tear on ' N go 
degenerate race and kindred of NR MW TON. * 
| 4 ore 
PAGE 262, d, tha 
Achilles stands astonished as he first breathes that ir. . 23\% p utiſica 
. _ £01 
what places are these? what waves he hears? where is bis beloved Fels urse 
e . ” i 2 Mvers 
he finds all things either overthrown and altered, or strange to his wen, 8 
; self 
and he even hesitates to acknowledge his own mother.” 
Stat. Acbill, % 2 
fange | 
PAGE 263. M, wh 


A chosen generation, a peculiar people, a royal priest. 


„The scenes of Thebes are not far off; and the gulf 0 darknes # 
yawning before us.” State Theb. h b 
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PAGE 266 


. 


« Who confers the tribute of reward on Enceladus and the learned 
pal emon, in proportion to the labours and fatigue of public instruction?“ 
| Juv. Sat. 7. 


PAGE 267 


« The word “ gtate“ (or condition of life) is derived from “ to stand“ 
because when 2 man is in possession of one good prebend, we say, he stands 
yell in the world Epistole Obecurorum Pirorum. 


« You remember our friend Marescottus used to say, that he was in- 
ebted to our sacred art (of medicine) for three things, which he never 
honld have enjoyed, if he had taken upon him the order of priesthood, 
bis parents proposed to him. The advantages were these: a strong 
thi-tic habit of body to his eighty-second year; a bundred thousand 
ede; and an intimate acquaintance and friendship with men of rank 
d eminence,” Sammarthani Elogia, p. 83, et 84. 


PAGE 268. 
Ihe priest is invited, but not to an equality in the glasses.“ 


* My Lord himself drinks of the most costly vintage matured by years 
hcl good keepinge? ? Juv. 

* 1t is a certain fact, that Pope Paul the Fourth, who was a man 
great mind, and of imnicasurable thoughts and designs, was convin- 
n that he could n1MSELF rectify all the disorders of the state, by his 
afcal authority alone. He never conceived the necessity of having 
course to any prince in these affairs. It was his custom, never even to 
verze with the ambassadors, without thundering in their ears, that ur 
lf was above all Princes and Potentates; that he would not suffer 
one of them to live in habits of familiarity with kin; that xs could 
enge and dispose of Kingdoms ; that nE was the direct successor of 
h ho had cast down and deposed kings and emperors.” 

| Sari Istor. di Concil Trident. lib. g. 
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* The Latin words are ludicrous. 
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PAGE 269. 
Wherever the Pope resides, there is Rome! forever and «y;;, | 
time shall be no more!“ ; 
who 
PAGE 271. the 
. . . i 
&« In the year 1544, the Merindoliani and the Caprorians, ta 
poor existing remnant of the Albigenses, presented to Francis the Fin. 
King of France, the following Confession of Faith, which they had receir 
ed by uninterrupted tradition from their ancestors, from the year of Chrig X 
1200,” KC. Sandii Histor. Eccles/15:. p. 423 * 
; Or tn 
„From one single offence, learn the nature of them all.“ #, 
In imitation of the oracular voice of the obscure Sphins.” 
Lycopbron, Cassandra, v. 7, 
PAGE 273. 8 
“Hail to thee, in awful concealment, and conscious pride ; gen 1 
the shadow of thy name!” Stat. Sylo. I. 2. Cum. 5. 
N. B. Junius's motto to his Letters is, * Stat nomini mb a. ical * 
« There is only the shadow of the name.” 
PAGE 274. 

14 
ee ” | 
Stand firm upon the old paths. . 

PAGE. 27 5». 6 I 
nein 
Wby are they not all so?“ 0 b 
"as gu 
PAGE 276. 
« Who will be eager to appropriate to himself what |» generally & 
d | | 9 
pressed! 
« Who will make himself known ont of season, ad without ay 
sity?“ | 
. . etre 41 N 
« Why do they glory in the title of Doctor, but to nstc 10 
others?” Erasmi Epist. ad Cardinalem Lorantum. 15 4 
; Weather 
PAGE 278. E 
1 n Paul stood before ( Pen 
« The epistle was written from Rome, when Pat? gene lum w 
Nero for the second time.“ 


4s 


L 65 4 


PAGE 279. 


« He gave it in strict charge to the Xdiles, not to suffer any Roman 


iko wore the toga or gown, to remain iu the forum, except he laid aside 
the Lacerna* or Penula,” Ste ton. Octave. cap. 40. 


« When the pznula, or cloak, was dripping with the rain.“ 
Juv. Sat. 5. 


PAGE 280. 


« In an indissoluble connection and agreement acccording to the rules 
of the best reason.“ Plat. Timæi Locri. de anima mundi Flat. Oh. 
Edit. Serrani. vol. 35 190 95 


PAGE 281. 


* Oye old fellows, who feel that vou bave need of a wife,“ &c. Ec. 
Opera. School for Husbands. 
* When the genial breeze of Favonius begins to blow, the etherial 
«ce first declare the power of thy impulse, thou goddess of soft 
desire, & c. &c. Lucret. I. 1. 


PAGE 282. 


The account of the injurious transaction is rather long, and the par- 
aculars of it tedious.” Virg. Kn. 1 


* Hail, fortunate and favoured people, whose temples and palaces are 
ning again under such auspices !'=—Such were the words of Xineas, as he 


Vas Surveying the pinnacles of the city.” Virg. An. 1. 
PAGE 284. 
A man who reflects honour on his Fade situation, and opu- 
{nt fortune; of an erect and independent spirit.“ Claudian. 
* A coal instead of a treasure.” Provero. 


FY a 


* 


* The Lacerna was a garment worn over the togs or gown, in bad 
Meather; but chiefly on a journey. The old Scholiast on the firſt satire 
pf Persins, v. 68, calls the Lacerna and Pænula both, Pullia. The pal- 
Wn was a long mn manteau. 
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PAGE 285. 3 

ad} 

Let us pour forth our libations to the Ocean.” ping. ust 

* a » » ” F Arve 
Too expensive for a private man's purse. Tun, 


« Whence is that look, paler than a stock-holder at che 5z1; ot, 
decree, which cuts off a quarter of his income? Who, or what, | 
plunged you so deeply in chagrine and melancholy? Js there any che 
in force for the reformation of the kitchen ? Boileau, Sat.; 


4% 


« Be advised, my son; choose what is useful ; lay aside all your books 
and your studies. Be conversant in these sublime sciences; fling 25 4H 
1 ' , | on 
your Plato, and take this Guide to the knowledge of finance,” Wo 


| | ich 
e Boileau, Sat, 8. ucl 
d Wa) 
PAGE 286. nanct 
; PRE | 8 ces 
« Opening his triple throat raging with hunger.“ Virg. En. b. 
« May he take leave of life, as a guest satisfied with his entertain | 
ment.“ i [tor 
PAGE 287. *M 
& They send forth a sound, loud and deep as the Nile, when 1: 
deafens the neighbouring shores with all his cataracts.” 6 
Ariosto, O. F. I. 16. n; sin 
PAGE 288. Ins 
© Better be a mechanic, a builder, a mason, if such vour talent 
a workman of character in some necessary art or trade, then an ordinary « WW, 
writer, or a common maker of verses, Boileau, A. P. ch. 4. devote 
PAGE 289. 
« By divisions of subjects, and heads of sections, to dogmatite « W. 
15 IT) : Gat, 8. 
verse, and rhyme chapter by chapter. Boileau, vat. «A | 
l 
PAGE 290. hie 
| | „ Ind dence 
« 'These are the arche types, the exemplars of your soft and defeat T1, 
. * ea ue 
life; these are the shameful and scandalous tenets of your ©0500) * 
Nette 


. * . | * 8 8 . ms 
these are the doctrines of your fornicating gods. — Ks to preciires 0 


— — 
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es; you have the little figures of Pan, and naked girls, and obscene pro- 
1ions in forms gross and palpable. Your very ears are impure; your eyes 
e committed fornication; your countenance is adulterous. Shame! 
ame! ye have done violence to the nature of man, and by your cor- 
tions ye have debased all that is divine in his composition. 

Clement, Alexandrini Aces mporperrize;, Seu Admonitio ad Gentes, 
p. 30, &c. Edit. 1616. 


„think this circumstance fully sufficient to mark the morals of the 
ban. This alone clearly displays the nature of the affections and pas- 
ons of his mind. For when a man stands in no awe of the disgrace 
kich attends bad actions, and has no concern for his character, there is 
o way of transgression in which that man may not walk. With a coun- 
nance clothed in shamelessness and audacity, he easily and naturally 
poceeds from one bad action to the most profligate attempts.“ 

Frocopii. Histor. Arcan. lib. 9. p. 46. Ed. fol. Lugduni 1623. 


PAGE 292. 
„May it pass into an example.“ 
PAGE 295. 


* (He does this,) because he has no other object to engage his atten 
; since he is cut off from every mode of action, and cannot display 
ether courage and ability Cat present) in more arduous enterprises.“ 


PAGE. 296. 


| © \Vould to heaven he had given up to trifles like these, all the times 
devoted to savage and cruel purposes.“ Fuv. Fat. 5. 


PAGE 297. 
* Wrought up to a high pitch of fury.” 


; A melancholy office! after the manner of their ancestors, they held 
ghted torch to the funeral pile, and turned aside their faces.” | 
Virg. En. 6. 

The tongue is a fire; a world of iniquity : it defileth the whole 


y | : 1 
Vetteth on fire the course of nature, and is set on fire of hell; it is 
Purvly evil, full of deadly poison.” 
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& A conversation and behaviour honest before men.— The mk 
and mildness of wisdom.“ 


[4 

PAGE 298. = d 

hip of 

« Endeavouring to secure his own existence and the return of ti 4 

companions; but in vain. He could not secure his friends, however au. = 
. . qu 

ious for their support.“ Hom. Odys. I. 1. g by 

7 1 

& Since he had brought the sacred citadel of Troy to destructio. v pert 

Hom. Gd. I. I. 2. « 1 

& He took away at once the power of the Senate. As the measures tion,” 

were proceeding, the words of Gracchus received still stronger confirms. 
tion.— The whole strength aud power of the government narrowly exc 4 1 
ped an utter subversion. “ denied 
Appian. de Bello Civili. I. 1. p. 363. Ed. Stepb. 5592. 

PAGE 299 « [ 

« (He said) the citizens were under a mistake, if they thought the laves, . 

Senate had now any weight in the constitution.“ | &lves w 


Cicero Orat. bro St. c. 12. have enc 


A 
o * . . Py 1 tha wt I a 
« They stand in silent astonishment ; and wait for the n ol the yeb $ Caily | 


tribunal 


dubious thunderbolt. * | Stat. Tbeb. I. 10. 
tended, 
PAGE 300. Demost 
« How willingly do I receive and acknowledge thee, thou brave 
boldest of the Trojans ! with what pleasure do I call to my rememorande TH 
the words, the voice, and the spirit of the great Anchises:” . 
erg. Xn. 8. Oh 
1 tlenting 
I wandered from my own home, without a blusb for »y tolly. 
Hor. — The 
he time 


J to 0k 


. . . 9 
Let us change shields, and adapt the devices of“ 7 


own. 1 . Eu- 2 
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PAGE. 303. 


« A celestial ani mal, having nothing of pride or vanity in its nature, 
ent down immediately from heaven for the preservation and guardian- 
Mp of men below. Themistii Orat. 1. p. 3. Ed. Fol. Harduini. 


« In Greece, which ever was ambitious of the sovereignty in elo- 
quence, and particularly in Athens, the parent of every science, in which 
he highest power and strength of speech was first cultivated and brought 
to perlection; (no peroration was ever permitted.) 


« The custom of the city precluded him from the use of the perora- 
Fon.“ Durntil, lib. 10. c. 1. 
On which Turnebus thus comments: 


« It was not permitted to attempt to move the passions; and they 
&nied an orator the epilogus or peroration. 


PAGE 304+ 


« If the city, O Athenians, were indeed confessedly composed of 
ves, things made over and bought, and not of MEN who gonsider the m- 
&\ves worthy of the rule and governance over others, ye would scarcely 
kave endured the affronts and insulting language of this man; which he 
s Caily pouring forth in the market place, in the assemblies, in the very 
Invuna] itself; stigmstizing men better than himself, and far higher de- 
ended, as poltroons, and slaves, and the sons of slaves.“ 

Demost. Orat. Kata Avdporiave;. Gr. Edit. Benenat. 1570. p. 398. 


PAGE 305» 
Let Kolus swagger in his own hall!” 


Oh heavy report! to whom is the empire of the ocean, and the un- 
elenting trident now consigned! Virg. 
Ve crimes of the land are wafted with impunity on the sea: from 
it time when the Ship, loaded with the plunder of ee, first disturbed 
Rte rights, the repose, and the majesty of the ocean! 
Stat. Acbill. I. 1. 


PAGE 36. 


* The war-ery of the Roman legions rushing to conquest, and the 
boats of the *editious, zurounded with fire and sword, were heard aloud, 


* 0 
0 Lo * 


r. ao J 


There was no mercy for age; nor could dignity find any respect. Wael 
and gaunt with famine, they bellowed forth their groans and ct e f a 
All the Perza and the neighbouring hills resounded, and made the on 
deeper and deeper. The calamities and sufferings were more {rm;d411; 
than the tumult itself.“ | 


or wit 
OMEN 
Wers, 

* WO! 
PAGE 307. 


* "| 
„The composition and words are so sublime, and the ent "mu 


weighty and full of matter. The whole body of the narration is + me 41 
and abounding with action.“ Longin. de Sublim. scct. g. 
The age and completion of all things is gone backward: ve wil 
mark our late dissolution and death with honour and renow:' our Goth 
Shall be delayed, and not without honour.” Stat ius. 


PAGE 308. 


They take orders from them without being conscious of it,” 
„ Behold Crispinus again: I must often call upon him, a monte 
whose faults are not compensated by a single excellence.” Ju. St, 4 
If his limbs had not yielded so quickly to the stroke, he might hae 
Jecerved a second thunderbolt.“ Stat. T heb. I. 10. 


PAGE 314 ona 
L * 
« He toils and labours with a desire of uniting reason with madness um ph. 


PAGE 315. 


* (He opens) his large bundle of clothes, green and red; his suits i « Pa 


clothes all of one colour, and his second-hand velvet suite It! faded. 
| | " Nas. 
C1 111 


nee 9 
% Tou are very fortunate in having applied To wt, 1! preference | 
y I 1 
any other person. Heaven be praised, I carry on my profession in 3 7 


) about 10 
honest manner. I am the only old-clotbes-man who has any ratity He 
him.” Gil Blas: 


10 N all 


« We. shall now have a criterion to distinguish u. 14 
other living, beings, and be enabled thoroughly and distinct!y © k 1 
stand the aybole of him.“ Set. Empirici. Institut. Aru. . 2 ©? 

a 


C023 


PAGE 316. 


« Who spite of all his piety certainly is not an author with impuniry, 
vr without paying for it,) and who has the satisfaction of reclaiming 
omen of dissipation, and of preserving spouses, shaken by seducing 
zers, firm to their duty. But it cannot be said, that all his Homilies, and 

works, are equally strong and delicate. Gil Blas. 


„To have with him a man (like myself) who knows something of li- 


1 mature, and writes a good hand, to make a fair copy of bis homilies.“ 


He had nothing in the tenements. Law Latin. 
PAGE 317. 


The most sacred Doctor Gregorius who bedewed, and even inebri- 
{ the church with the honey-heavy dew of his preaching.” 
Jobannes Salisburiens1is. 


PAGE 318. 7 


In truth it is a great capriccio (or whimsical fancy ;) but in this he 
eps up to his own style.“ 


PAGE 320. 


And when the pride of Babylon was to be humbled and despoiled of 
5Man trophies; when the unappeased spirit of Crassus was ranging 


revenge; they engaged in contests which never would admit of a 
Wumph,” 


PAGE. 321. 


Pan would acknowledge himself vanquished, even by the decision 
Arcadia.“ Virg. Ecl. 


*1 address this observation to those who do not understand ine.“ 
PAGE 323. 

He seems rather insolent and flushed.“ 
PAGE 3285. 

x Ruching upon them with her whole force.“ 
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* O Venus, thou sovereign goddess, visit those temples «hers 1,1, 


and Steevens call upon thee in pious sacriſice.“ 


* 


indulge ourselves in such licentious freedom of speech.“ Mau. 


« We who cultivate the muses of a more chastized s 


PAGE 327 


All Etruria rose up together with just resentment, aud with | 
arms demanded that the king sbould be brought to * Punishmer, 


Virg. An. 8. 
PAGE zas. 


„ Lucilius, as with a drawn sword in hand, rouscd himself into guck, 


Þ 4 Y 
. — 171 
11 . 
4 


indignation.” 
] — . 29. 


* We only touch slightly on the various kinds of book-; it 1s 192 ov 
business to digest whole libraries. 


1 
Dn nt. 1 Je (e bo 
. 


The child, with a cry, shrunk back into the bosom of his nurse 


s Bis th 


ne each 


« He made three steps as he marched along; at the /0u7. 


Age, the boundary of his passage.“ Hom, I's 13 


| 


As he observed the plume nodding awfully from the top of 05 9h 
3 
met.” Home [ ts 


PAGE 330» 


„Nor has the sbrine of Phoebus deceived me.” Ving. Ai 


k n — , Colo .vardt [ng 
& He dragged head-long into the deep with bimse'! 5 rudder 0 

1 2 Gerd Ay wall + I. 
torn from him but voluntarily abandoned) whose care was comme ol 
Lirg. An. Vs 


and by which he was engaged to direct the vesscl. 


PAGE 33 22 
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PAGE 333- 


« The Deity, in infinite space, as in his own 8ensorium has an miti- 
mate perception of all things.” Newton. Princip. Schol. General. sub fin. 


PAGE 334- 


« God created the universe; Linnæus disposed it in order!“ 


Nature stood in awful apprehension, loobing upon the God who alone 
rules the elements!“ Stat. Achill. |. 1. 488. 


PAGE 435. I 


We will not suffer the laws of nature to be changed.” 


ind ht PAGE. 336. 


7 
They are seen by the understanding.“ St. Paul. 


Tears are a debt ducé to human misery, and the woes of mortality 
ect the mind.“ | 


PAGE 337. 


The united effulgence of numerous collected stars shining together.” 
Plutarch, de Placitis Philosophorum, 


PAGES 341 AND 342. 


* We have given this narration, to the intent that the nature of Gop 
Wy be inade manifest to those who are ignorant of it, how various it is 
ow manifold; that all events come to pass in their appointed season, 
dl that Hz, declares what shall be hereafter. We have related these 
bew the ignorance and unbelief of men, by which they were. not suf. 
red to foresce any part of these events, and were delivered over to the 
Wamities, without a mode or possibility of escaping them, 

Joseph. Antig. Jud. I. 10. s. 3. p. 499. Ed. Hudson. Oxon. 


| ; Thou man of God, faithful minister and steward of the mysteries 
| God, thon man of the desires of the Spirit, 1 call upon thee as a pillar 
hd support of the church, bolding fast the word of life, and the main- 
Wof faith, and the resting-place of the spirit.“ 


Gregor. Nazianz. Orat. p- 286. Ed. FPrunæi Par. 1609, 


— K —ͤ—ñ— 
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will experience on such an attempt. It is sufficient i! he 8 


11 


PAGE 343- 


„Like Achilles himself, they wield the divine armour,” 
Juv. Lat, 9. 


PAGE 345. 


He passeth from himself, (a) as the image to the archetype, be 


811 


already in the possession or enjoyment of the end of his earthly pilorim. 


ages” 


Hotoni. Ennead. 6. lib. g. C. . 


« Such is the life of gods, and of godlike, happy, highly favoured 


men; à deliverance and separation from the low cares of mortality, . 


is a lite which receives not its pleasures and satisfaction from the things of 
this world; an ascent or flight of the soul, which is one, simple, and vn. 


compounded, to that Being who is Onx, and ALONE in an eminent a1 
communicable sense, Gov HrMSELF! (b) 
Plotini. Ennead. 6. # 9. s A.. 


PAGE 346. 


« The whole company of the Stars, and the great Sun himsc ht, ar 


not bodies of fire.“ 
Procli Comment. in Timeum Platonis, p. 141, Ed. Basil., 1554: 
« A species of fire accommodated to the nature of the stats. 
Not in. Ennead. 2. lib. 1. p. 99. Ed. Basil. cum Comment. Facini, 
PAGE 347. 
Such is the sacred offering of the Muses.“ Hesiod. T beogon 


— 


a Merabterxty ix Ts Obers tis T1 Sonv. 
passed from death to life.“ 
b The language of Plotinus in these passages ig 50 sublime, and 


* % « Ve is 
Evang. Jo! 4s He 


full 


of meaning, that without a paraphrase it is absolutely ,s 50 

. | . . , . . ; , » 8." TW 
pres: the ideas contained in them, particularly in these few words.“ 097 
* Mer 7po5 MONON.” The translator feels what ever! Greek scho 


UHmite of 


Ola! 


the ideas is comprehended by the reader. 


men 
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N and the 


birth; 


Vea to 


old age, 


18 gore 


ie nan 


a nerad / 
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stingui 
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[ 475 ] 
« would stile this work the gift of the Muses.“ Horat. 
PAGE 349. 


May they close their labours in a manner worthy of the character of 
men of virtue, aud suitable to their consecrated works. 


PAGE 350. 


«+ I have a message full of sorrow to deliver to you; would it were 
et 0 Achilles is no more.“ Hom. II. 


« But even in death he was not left unpraised or unsung: for the vir- 
zue of Helicon encircled the pile and tomb of the hero, and chaunted 
their memorial dirge. It seemed good to the immortals, that so great a 
man should not pass from the world without the hymas and harmony of 
the Muzes. | Pind. Isthm. Od. 8. 


PAGE 351. 
„ His reward is with THE mosT HiGH!“ 


*% Fortunate old man, favoured of heaven! Jove himself, and Apollo, 
nd the God of eloquence must have shed their mildest influence on your 
birth; for no man can be the friend of a great Poet, whe is not himsel“ 
aß to the immortals. Favoured thus, you enjoy a green and flowering 
el age, The honours of your brow are preserved; your understanding 
I vigorous, and your mind in full possession of its adult faculties. In 
the name therefore of Clio, and of the mighty Phebus, all hail, thou 
penerable Maxsus, hail for ages yet to come! Milton ad Mansum. 

4 A faithful friend to so great a man; and a steady admirer of such 
SUnguizhed excellence.” 


10 1 f . . 
May he add to the glories of this our age!“ 


PAGE 357. 


* Nature creates and prod | | t rudi 
: produces, at one and the same time, the rudi- 


imd and principles of the whole body, and of every component part.” 


Bacon. de Augm. Sc. 
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„The Cretan Rhadamanthus sways over these realms of rol; 
þ , — 


severity.“ Virg. Eu. 6, 


PAGE 358. 


One deep calleth upon another.“ 


The sound of the storm, rushing with a mighty noise from ae 9, 


flicting clouds, roared with a deep intonation.” 
Nonni Dionys. |. 41, v, 
& A $harp-edged sword pierceth through my soul.“ 


The true goods of this life, and those which are found to h. 


F FR 
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tially different, when the mist of error is dispersed.” 
PAGE 360. 
« It is man: the name will explain, or excuse the rest.” 


So ferocious and infuriate was the soul of Corus. He tele 
species of crime, wickedness, treachery or fraud, nnttemrtcd of ys 


tried,” — ire. 
PA (3 E 36 1. 


Opportunity is instant; experiment is hazardous. 


. ** Whatever they think proper, they declare to be national property, 
and what they decree to be so, they expose to public sale.“ 
Cicero Orat de Ile. 


4 
10 4 1d. 


„It cannot be determined, whether their severity 15 moi gricvo!: 


their alliance and favour more expensive to the objects ol it. 
| 5 


11. 


ut Sus 


1117 


] am not of the number of those men who are perpetually Fr 00005108 


fl "Ty 1 
, 10 ; 
Aden 


and disturbing you; J hold not any office of trust, or 9! 
in the State. I therefore come forward with confidence, and denounct 
transactions and crimes like these.“ 

Kare Aieresfarugs, De most. Of. Gr. Ed. Hennen. 57 


“J would not allow the admission of a trivial tr:1t7 e wen 


choose to hate 


council, or a clearness which is too easy and familiar. 


0 * 4 4 ' a manner b 4 10 
subtle kind of truth, an elegent perspicuity, 4 nature! manner of 
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belly without art, Set off with words of pomp, unexpectedly raised 


| x roundness of phraseology, with intermediate vocatives, and indeſi- 
D' Alembert Lett. Hist. et Polit. vol. 4. p. 176. 


PAGE 363. 


« A treatise concerning Zoology.” 


| nite adverbs.“ 


« Oh, if you did but understand Greek !-They who understand, or 


— — 
- - 


think they understand Hebrew, Arabic, Syriac, Coptic, Persian, or Chi- 


gest; think and speak in the same manner, and for the same reasons.” 


D' Alembert Melang. de Literat. et de Philos. v. 5. p. 326. 
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« The science of politics is the supreme and master founder of the 


— 


. [|t is her province to declare and ordain what sciences shall be culti- 


id in States, which of them is proper for each person, and to what point, 1 
Wand low far.—We zee already some of the most respectable powers ben- | 


—— —— — 


ling under Her dominion.” Aristot. Ethic. Nichom. J. 4. Ce Zo 


| W. 

©« I want fifty pieces of gold; I do not want letters. If you love me, ! l 
ene money.“ 15 
9 

Alcipbron. I. 1. ep. 40. Ed. Bergleri. 1791. p. 61. | f 

"i 

PAGE 364. . 

1 

All the ancients were very care ful not to use words of an inau- i 
wodus sound, and in particular, the Athenians. They therefore did not i 
a the Prison, the Executioner, or the Furies, by their direct appellations, ft 
WP: by coiter terms“, such as a Mansion, a public minister, the venerable 1 
zoddesses, &c. &c. KC. ; fl 
Radius Besanti i Bibli 563. Ed. 16; 0 
airus Besantinous apud. Phat ii Biblioth. sect. 279. p. 1563. Ed. 1653. 1 

1 2 

5 9 

PAGE 365. 1 

Keen > . . | 78 

he statues, and the couches of the deities and every spot which they 11 
* * . 1 11 
Wal honoured with their presence and favour are yet shewn.” F | | 
wa 

Stat. Acbhill. I. 1. | [ 


PAGE 366. 
ad of giving a plain, open avowal of their opinions, they have 


cours — . a | 0 1 
3e to sophisms, and glosses, and exceptions, and ( demurring) dec- 
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larations. Such is their character; men without virtue, principle, 
tice. 


Demosth. Orat. IIpes Aaxpire TiaparppaPur. Demosth, Ed. Hencn, 167. 


ON jus. 


b 5 i, 


«He found it of gold; he left it of paper.” 
PAGE 368. 
«The times demand not exhibitions such as these.“ 
Fire 
PAGE 369 


% will not be torn away from thee, O Rome, O my Country, til] | 
embrace thee in thy last agony. Thy name also, LiBzrty, will | von, 
rate and cherish; and will follow after thy very shadow, Wen it can avail 


no more. 0 Lucan, J. 3. 


END OF THE LAST DIALOGUE» 


THE PREFA TORY EPISTLE. 


MOTTO TO THE TTTLE-PAGE. 
PAGE 373» 


« THIS is the season for the right understanding of the «ubject wid 
is before us. 1, as a private man sent forth, in ame measure. in the 
public service, will speak the truth; while I am declaring to you de 
whole political or sacred counsel and wisdom of our anceotors, 4s al 
their heroic virtues displayed in war.” FPind. Oly mb. O. 13. 


PAGE 375. 


« After many years of inactivity, roused, as it were, dat 59% 
slumber, the Muse (of Britain) wakes and expatiates among the Roma 
choirs. But her compositions are subjected to a more steig ceusure ; 
proportion to their celebrity and general attention they babs cite 


E 49 ] 


| The merit however of the cause itfelf, and of the warfare in which she 
is engaged, joined to the predilection for Stilicbo, ensures the affection 
ind favour of the nation.“ 


PAGE 377. 


« It is not adviseable, after the example of many Commentators, to 
treat these topics in A dry and barren manner, or to leave them wholly 
untouched ; nor like others, to introduce a mere babble of words, and 
endless disquisition. But it is necessary to set the whole composition 
fairly before the reader; and to place in à clear point of vicw, to those 
perzons Who have leisure, the full subject of it. To consider and investi- 
gate the species, the matter, the principles, taken together, and the 
great purpose which pervades the whole. By this method the complete 
design, scope, and intent of THE DiaLoGVES may be made manifest to 
chose who will attend to it.“ Ex PROCLI Commentariis in Platonis 
NoamTuay. edit. Gr. Basil. 15 34. page 349. 


PAGE 379. 


Not to mistake what is unknown for what is known.“ 
Cicero de Mic. I. 1. 


PAGE 4390. 
He delights in what is strange or monstrous, and in all the tumult 
ad confusion of the mind. D Lucan. 
PAGE 395. 


b * Athens looked with astonishment at the torrent of their eloquence, 
c wielded at will the passions of the full assembly.“ 
| Juvenal. Sat. 10. 
PAGE. 396. 
Let us weigh Hannibal.“ ; Juvenal. Sat. I Os 
PAGE 398. 


ed THE GUILTY NATION has no longer any plea left. They know 
ao | 
1 on.“ Lucan. J. 4. v. 192. 
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The retreats and skulking places of their accumulated crimes are 
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PAGE 400. 


« He complained deeply for the sake of the State; of the mar ingl 
he said nothing.“ 


Cicero. 


PAGE 402. 


&« He could, with equal skill, pretend not to be, what he wa 4 
be, what he was not.“ Sallust. B. Catil. 


* PAG E 404. 


« When any thing is prohibited to be done; whatever tends or adh t 
it, as the means of compassing it, is forbidden at the same time,” 


PAGE 405. 


« Do you conceive that dust and ashes, or the buried Manes can hart 


any concern for this!” Virg. En. 4 8 
em 
« There is a particular tree, which grows in the great mountains (e. 


re. 


Helicon, whose scent is able to destroy the life of man.“ 
| | Lucret. I. 6. v. 18 


PAGE 410. 


& His Instructors are indeed enviable, who at such 2 considerab'! d. 3.1 
pense, taught bim to be so foolish.” Cicero. rt 
8 _ 1821! 
PAGE 412. A 
He has filled up the measure of mortality.” Taxit, 4.3. 
PAGE 413. 
They rise up lusty and vigorous, for Nature is working it the wol. 
and the soil is wholesome.” | Firge C. 
PAGE 44. 


& He closed the temple of Janus, established a Just order, »nd cur 
the licentiousness of the time. He removed th causes of ofenct 
called back the ancient arts which had disappeared. * 


1 


The man who, from his real or supposed merit, is hated by his con- 
demporaries, becomes an object of affection, when he is no more. 


Hor. Ep. ad August. 


PAGE 421. 


« His Manes rested not under the embers of that pile; nor could the 
rinkling of a few insignificant ashes quench the ardour of a spirit 
ke his.“ Luc. I. g. 

=_ «She hath derived her origin, and the spring of action from the 
Wreg ions above.“ Juv. Sat. 15 


PAGE 422. 


« She (a) is an object of terror and dismay to all the living; and $he 
laims the inheritance of those who are ready to perish. With her there 
no pause. When plunder ceases, lust awakes and rages: the rich 
remble by day, and the married, by night. At her nod Satellites, with 
ein swords unsheathed, start forth prepared for action. 


„She (a) requires in her service the spirits of the cruel and of the 
Wave. She herself creates them. She finds her account in death under 
\ | | ery form.” . Luc. I. 6. 
PAGE 424. 


The fates and fortunes of all around totter and shake, if you at- 
mpt to change what exists. The whole human race stands or falls in 
e 15216 of this one conflict!“ Lucan. 


a Applied to the Republic of France. 


THE END, 
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